
 

CHURCH NEWS: August 2019 

 
 

 
  
 

                                                                                                         
Sunday, August 4th from 2-5pm at the Youth 
Community Center 

 

There will be a celebration of Eunice Hines 100th 

birthday and her church family is invited. Please 

plan to join us! 

  
  
Are you looking for another way to serve in the church?  
Are you looking for another way to make a difference in 
your church and community? The Albany Chapter of 
ABLBH (A Better Life – Brianna’s Hope) is in need of 
volunteers to provide the meal that is served before each 
meeting on Fridays. Throw something in the crock pot and 
drop it off during the day…bring in pizzas or 
sandwiches…the menu is completely up to you! Contact 
Linda Greene at 239-222-5200 to get on the schedule. 

 

August 11: Joint Vision Team Meeting (2-4pm @ Mt. Tabor) 

August 25: Preschool Sunday (Albany UMC) 

August 25: Jerry Garcia Ministries (Albany UMC) 

September 21 & 28: Lay Servant Ministries Academy  
(New Castle First UMC) 

September 29: 5th Sunday Fellowship (Albany UMC) 

October 12: Bountiful Bazaar (Albany UMC) 

November 26: Thanksgiving Service (7pm at Albany UMC) 

December 8: An Albany Christmas (5pm at Albany UMC) 
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Our first (in a long time) rummage sale was a huge success. 

We had so much “stuff” donated that the Youth Building was 

full! We took in $1,000, which will go to the general fund. 

Thank you to everyone who donated. Thank you to our faithful 

helpers. We could not have done this without you. The 

remaining items that did not sell all have a place to go – the 

AUMC Resale Shop, Habitat for Humanity, Muncie Mission, The 

Journey Home…so nothing will be discarded. All will be reused 

or repurposed. Along with the rummage sale, baked goods 

were also for sale with the proceeds going to the Adult Ministries program. Donna Stephenson was in 

charge of that and had a successful day as well. Thank you again to all who contributed items, and 

thank you to each one who worked hard to make this happen. You know who you are! 

 

Blessings, 

Cheryl Wasson and Linda Bowdell 

  

    AUGUST  2019   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
       1 2 

ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AB) 

3 
 

4 
Worship 9:00am 

 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

5 
 

6 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

 

 

7   
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

8 
Mt Tabor Council 

Mtg 6pm 

 

9 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

10 
  

 

11 
Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

Joint Vision Team 

Meeting 2-4pm 

(MT) 

12 
 

13 
Game Day 

2:30-3:30 
 

14 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

15 

  

16 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

17 
  

 

 

18 
Worship 9:00am 

 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

19 
AUMC Church 

Council Mtg 

7pm 

  

20 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

  

 

21 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

22       

 

23 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

25 
Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

Jerry Garcia 

Ministries 6pm 

26 

 

 

27 

  

 

 
  

28 
Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

29 30 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

31 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Last Monday evening, we held our “First Annual” Prayer Walk at Albany Elementary School. 
Representatives from AUMC, Integris Church, and Albany Christian Church gathered with Principal 
Schmaltz and several of his staff, and after some introductions, we separated into teams to pray 
God's blessing over every part of the School facility. About fifty people (by my estimation) participated, 
including the pastors of all three congregations, and at least a dozen members from AUMC. 
 
In my four years as a small-town pastor, the Prayer Walk has been among the sweetest, most 
humbling privileges I have received. As we made our way through the classrooms, asking God's 
blessing, laying our hands on desks, computers, whiteboards, and books, Janelle and I felt the Holy 
Spirit move in a way that touched our souls deeply. God was gathering together his people, Christ's 
body on earth, to share in one mighty work of grace for the sake of our local children and families. 
Though we all represented different ages, professions, worship styles, political views, and more, we 
held our most important conviction in common: Jesus Christ is Lord in this community! 
 
Whether we claim Albany, Dunkirk, Portland, Redkey, or Muncie as our home, God has appointed 
each one of us as a herald—a public messenger—of his glorious Kingdom. Through his triumph over 
the cross and the grave, Christ is overthrowing the powers of sin, despair, and death in our world 
and—to borrow a phrase respectfully from the U.S. Marines—we are the tip of the spear. When God's 
love reigns in our hearts, and we ask God to bring his Kingdom and do his will in our lives, we have 
power over every kind of evil. We take that power with us wherever we go. When we are together in 
prayer, then, we aren't just offering kind and lovely words; we are lighting fireworks and dynamite! 
 
Prayer is always in order, because when God's people pray “Your will be done”, there is simply no 
predicting what amazing things will happen. Because God is able, and his servants are willing, I 
expect miracles at Albany Elementary this year. Every day. 
 
Please join this month in praying for the schools in your area, whether that means Delcom, Jay 
County, Monroe Central, or some other! In particular, pray for the school personnel in our church 
family: elementary teachers Whitney Hood, Sonia Smith, and Kristie Huston (soon to be a principal!); 
preschool teachers Kayla Stephenson, Amber Hartley, Missy Glidden, and Nikki Adams; substitute 
teachers Peggy Clark, Leigh Ann Chalfant, Rex Reade, and Jim Moore; school psychologist Allyn 
Hines, garden educator Marilyn Marks, scout leader Betty Drinkut, schoolbus driver Debra Lehman, 
and cafeteria worker Connie Retter. (PLEASE e-mail or call me if I've forgotten somebody by 
mistake!)  
 
To get you started, here's a prayer for teachers from CrossWalk ministries: 
 

Dear God, Grant our teachers an abundance of Your wisdom.  
Prepare their hearts to welcome and love our loved ones,  
 and may we make sure to show them love and respect in return.  
Give them grace as they help students who aren’t thriving,  
 courage to say what needs to be said,  
 tools and knowledge on how and when to speak love,  
 and strength when they feel weak.  
When they feel unseen, remind them that no moment goes unnoticed.  
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They are shaping the future  
 in one million small - yet incredibly important - ways every day.  
We are overwhelmed with gratitude for the gift of learning  
 they share with our children.  
Bless them, Lord, and may they see even just a glimpse  
 of how their faithfulness will forever impact generations to come. Amen. 
 

Beloved, be steadfast in your prayers, and know that I pray for you, too. 
 
In Christ's love, 

Jake 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Attention Salsa Lovers: 

We have a few jars of Scheler’s salsa remaining. Please help us sell these 

last jars. Each jar is 16 oz and sells for $3.70. 

 

Hot Chunky Salsa: 5 Jars Available 

Mild Chunky Salsa: 5 Jars Available 

 

Please see Donna Stephenson to purchase,  

or stop by the church office during normal hours. 

 

 

It is now time to begin really focusing on our annual craft 

bazaar at Albany UMC which is coming up on Saturday, 

October 12th. All kinds of crafts and handmade items are 

needed as well as baked goods, homemade jellies and/or 

other goodies. Since we are having it a whole month earlier 

this year, Halloween and other holiday décor would be 

good along with Christmas. Do not feel like you need to make large amounts of something. 

Having lots of variety is more important. We look forward to one more successful bazaar, so 

get your creative juices flowing. If doing individual projects is not your thing, there will be at 

least two more workshops where you can come and be a part of some group projects. 

Everybody’s help is appreciated! There will also be lunch available during the bazaar. At a 

later time Linda Bowdell will have a list of food items needed for that. The proceeds from 

the lunch go to Project Friend Food Pantry. The monies received from the bazaar itself are 

divided between the general fund and the food pantry. 
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The Oak Grove Ladies will be hosting Randy Davis from A Better Life - 

Brianna’s Hope on September 18th at 2p.  All ladies, and really anyone, is 

invited to come hear an update on their work. Mark your calendars now and 

plan to be there! 

 

 
Jerry Garcia Ministries will be returning to east central Indiana and you’re invited! 

Sunday, August 25th, at 6pm you will be able to hear testimony, music and the sharing 
of God’s Word. Albany UMC is happy to host Jerry and his family again this year and 
ALL are welcomed and encouraged to attend.  

Jerry and his wife Sarah believe their ministry is truly a family outreach. They 
minister to audiences with testimonies of personal challenges and triumphs. They are 
the parents to six special needs children. Jerry says, “We approach our music and 
ministry as a team, which is effective in our faith and our daily dependence on God.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
When he was pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in Doylestown, OH, Rev. Paul Lintern 
started a comedy club called “Saturday Night Alive” in his church social hall. A 
parishioner played music on an electronic keyboard. A troupe of singers led the 
audience in a variety of songs. Actors put on skits. And Lintern warmed up the 
audience with jokes – for instance, this David Letterman take-off on “The Top 10 
Things People Think about while Singing a Hymn”: 
 
10 – The pot roast. 
9 – What does pastor wear under robes? 
8 – Will the person behind me ever hit the right note? 
7 – 90 minutes till kick off. 
6 – Did I turn off the curling iron? 
5 – The likelihood of the ceiling fan falling and hitting me on the head. 
4 – How many people have lost more hair than I have? 
3 – How would the hymn sound if Metallica played it? 
2 – Are there doughnuts at fellowship? 
1 – How many more verses? 
 
This well-attended comedy club always ended with a celebrative worship service and a 
buffet. 
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Albany United Methodist Church 
125 N Broadway St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
PO Box 277     Sunday School: 10:15am 
Albany, IN  47320-0277   A Better Life: Brianna’s Hope: Fridays @ 6:30pm 
765-789-4571    Project Friend Food Pantry: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 4-7:00pm 

 

Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church 
216 W Pleasant St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
Dunkirk, IN  47336    Shine Bright Young Adult Group: Wednesdays @ 7pm 
765-768-7273    Kids Disney Movie: On Summer Hiatus 
       

Oak Grove United Methodist Church 
829 South State Road 1   Sunday Worship: 10:45am 
Portland, IN  47371 
765-661-7045 
                                                     

 

 

     

 

 

Albany United Methodist Church 
PO Box 277 
Albany, IN  47320-0277 
            

 

 

 

 

                                              

Return Address Requested 


