
 

 

Albany United Methodist Church 
125 N Broadway St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
PO Box 277     Sunday School: 10:15am 
Albany, IN  47320-0277   A Better Life: Brianna’s Hope: Fridays @ 6:30pm 
765-789-4571    Project Friend Food Pantry: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 4-7:00pm 

 

Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church 
216 W Pleasant St    Sunday Worship: 9:00am 
Dunkirk, IN  47336    Shine Bright Young Adult Group: Wednesdays @ 7pm 
765-768-7273    Kids Disney Movie: On Summer Hiatus 
       

Oak Grove United Methodist Church 
829 South State Road 1   Sunday Worship: 10:45am 
Portland, IN  47371 
765-661-7045 
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CHURCH NEWS: July 2019 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                   
Sunday, August 4th from 2-5pm at the Youth 

Community Center 

There will be a celebration of Eunice Hines 100th 

birthday and her church family is invited. More 

details to come this summer but get the date on 

your calendar now! 

 

 

July 20: Rummage Sale (Albany UMC) 

August 11: Joint Vision Team Meeting (2-4pm @ Mt. Tabor) 

August 25: Preschool Sunday (Albany UMC) 

September 21 & 28: Lay Servant Ministries Academy  
(New Castle First UMC) 

September 29: 5th Sunday Fellowship (Albany UMC) 

October 12: Bountiful Bazaar (Albany UMC) 

November 26: Thanksgiving Service (7pm at Albany UMC) 

December 8: An Albany Christmas (5pm at Albany UMC) 
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If you have not heard the testimony of Albany Church 

Secretary Tricia Williams, make plans to be at Albany 

UMC on Sunday, July 14th for Worship Service. Tricia will 

be sharing her journey with us, and letting us get to 

know more about her. Service starts at 9:00am! 

    JULY ‘19    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 

Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

 

Piano/Voice  

9-4 (AL) 

3 
Piano/Voice 9-4 

(AS/AL) 

Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

4 5 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(AB) 

6 
 

7 
Worship 9:00am 

 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

8 
 

9 
Piano/Voice  

9-4 (AL) 

 

Game Day 

2:30-3:30 
 

10  
Piano/Voice 9-4 

(AS/AL) 

Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

11 
Mt Tabor Council 

Mtg 6pm 

 

12 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

13 
  

 

14 
Worship 9:00am 

 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

 

15 
AUMC Church 

Council Mtg 

7pm 

16 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm (YCC) 

 

Piano/Voice  

9-4 (AL) 

17 
Piano/Voice 9-4 

(AS/AL) 

Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

18 

  

19 
Rummage Sale 

Set up 9-4 

(YCC) 

 

ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

20 
Rummage Sale 

(YCC) 

 

 

21 
Worship 9:00am 

 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

22 

 

  

23 
Piano/Voice  

9-4 (AL) 

 

24 
Piano/Voice 9-4 

(AS/AL) 

Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 

25       

 

26 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

28 
Worship 9:00am 

 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

29 

 

 

30 
Piano/Voice  

9-4 (AL) 

 

 
  

31 
Piano/Voice 9-4 

(AS/AL) 

Bible Study 10:30 

(AL) 

ShineBright 7pm 

(MT) 

Handchimes 6:45 (AL) 

Choir 7:30 (AL) 
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As was announced during AUMC church services, we are planning 
a rummage sale as another opportunity to raise funds to support 
our churches and missions. The rummage sale will take place on 
Saturday, July 20th in the Albany UMC parking lot and/or Youth 
Center. Start setting aside your used and unwanted items now to 
contribute to the cause. Items should be brought to the Youth 
Center on Friday, July 19th, between 9am and 4pm. If you are 
unable to do so during this time, you can call Cheryl Wasson at 
765-284-4959 to make other arrangements. 
 
 

 
An Albany Christmas Golf Tournament 

July 13
th
 starting at 9am 

Albany Gold Club 

Brochures & sign up forms are available in  

the church office at Albany UMC. 
 
     

 
  Are you looking for another way to serve in the church?  
 Are you looking for another way to make a difference in your 
church and community? The Albany Chapter of ABLBH  
(A Better Life – Brianna’s Hope) is in need of volunteers to 
provide the meal that is served before each meeting on 
Fridays. Throw something in the crock pot and drop it off 
during the day…bring in pizzas or sandwiches…the menu is 

completely up to you! Contact Linda Greene at 239-222-5200     
    to get on the schedule. 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 

Dear friends, 
 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, gave his followers a clear description of our responsibility in the world. 
The Christian “job description” is particularly clear in two Scripture passages: 
 

1) Acts 1:8: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, In all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

2) Matthew 5:14-16: “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others...” 

 
In all that we do and say, no matter who we are, and no matter who is around us, we are called to 
light up the world as witnesses to Jesus Christ. A witness does not need to be an aggressive 
salesperson, a champion debater, or an expert storyteller. We just need to be willing to report our 
experiences to others: What have we seen? What have we heard? How do we feel? 
 
In a thousand little ways, the society around us warns us that, in the name of politeness, we must 
keep our religion private, or risk awkward social consequences. As somebody who naturally avoids 
“rocking the boat” when possible, I can tell you how easily we internalize the stern message that the 
Council in Jerusalem gave to Peter and John in Acts 4:17: “Let us warn them to speak no more to 
anyone in [Jesus'] name.” Yet Peter and John refused to be silenced; instead, they went back to the 
rest of the tiny Christian community and prayed for boldness! 
 
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, was painfully honest in his preaching: We must 
obey the commands of Christ, and not the preferences of a lost and hurting world. In 1748, he taught: 
 

“a secret, unobserved religion cannot be the religion of Jesus Christ. Whatever religion can be 
concealed is not Christianity. If a Christian could be hid, he [or she] could not be compared to a 
city set upon a hill; to the light of the world, the sun shining from heaven and seen by all the world 
below. Never therefore let it enter into the heart of the one whom God hath renewed... to keep 
their religion to themselves; especially considering it is not only impossible to conceal true 
Christianity, but likewise absolutely contrary to the design of the great Author of it.” 
 

So... if we are faithful both to the words of Jesus and to the spirit of Wesley's Methodism, then we are 
either obviously Christian, or we are not Christian at all. Like a candle, when lit, has to produce light 
and heat, or a bell, when rung, has to produce sound, so a witness of Jesus Christ must produce 
evidence. 
 
Here are a few questions to help guide our response to Christ's invitation: 
 

Do we have a clear sense of what God has done for us? 
Are we certain that our sins are forgiven? If so, have we turned away from our harmful and toxic 

ways of the past, and are we praying daily that God would help us complete this task? 
Do we forgive those who have done us harm? Do they know we have forgiven them? 
Do we have hope, joy, and peace in our hearts because of God's power in our lives? 
When we speak to other people, do our words and our attitudes communicate hope, joy, and 

peace? 
Do we keep careful tabs on how much (and to whom) we express bitterness, jealousy, and 

resentment? 
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Do our family, friends, and co-workers know that we are followers of Jesus? 
When we serve others, do we do so with gladness? 
When others confide in us, do we listen with our full selves, as Jesus did when he was on earth? 
When we mess up and fall short as Christ's witnesses (and it does happen!), do we admit fault 

and ask for forgiveness, both from God and from others? 
 
May the Holy Spirit strengthen you this month in your witness to the love of Jesus Christ. May you be 
amazed the works of mercy, healing, and transformation God will perform through you. 
 
In Christ, 

Pastor Jake 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Attention Salsa Lovers: 

We have a few jars of Scheler’s salsa remaining. Please help us sell these 

last jars. Each jar is 16 oz and sells for $3.70. 

 

Hot Chunky Salsa: 5 Jars Available 

Mild Chunky Salsa: 6 Jars Available 

 

Please see Donna Stephenson to purchase,  

or stop by the church office during normal hours. 

 

 

We are so excited to announce that our very own Norma Yates 
(Albany UMC member and 
Church Treasurer) was the 
recipient of the inaugural 
Albany Town Council Wildcat 
Award for her loyalty and 
dedication to the Town of 
Albany. Norma was recognized 
for being a regular attendee of 
the town council meetings and 
for the excellent work she does 
serving as the local reporter of 
town council business for the Dunkirk newspaper. When you see 
Norma, please congratulate her on this awesome recognition! 
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