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CHURCH NEWS: June 2019 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

Sunday, August 4th from 2-5pm at the Youth 

Community Center 

There will be a celebration of Eunice Hines 100th 

birthday and her church family is invited. More 

details to come this summer but get the date on 

your calendar now! 

 

 

June 2: Joint Vision Team Meeting (2-4pm @ Mt. Tabor UMC) 

June 8: Lay Servant Ministry Academy (Hagerstown UMC) 

June 12-15: Indiana Annual Conference (Indianapolis) 

June 30: 5th Sunday Fellowship (Oak Grove UMC) 

July 20: Circuit Wide Rummage Sale (Albany UMC) 

August 4: Joint Vision Team Meeting (2-4pm @ Mt. Tabor) 

August 25: Preschool Sunday (Albany UMC) 

September 21 & 28: Lay Servant Ministries Academy  
(New Castle First UMC) 

September 29: 5th Sunday Fellowship (Albany UMC) 

October 12: Bountiful Bazaar (Albany UMC) 

November 26: Thanksgiving Service (7pm at Albany UMC) 

December 8: An Albany Christmas (5pm at Albany UMC) 
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For Mt. Tabor UMC… 

--Beginning June 2, 9:00 Worship on Sundays will be held in Tabor Hall for the summer 

months, as the Sanctuary will be starting to get a little too warm for comfort! 

 

--Starting this Summer, we will collect two separate offerings on the first Sunday of every 

month at Mt. Tabor. One will be for the Mt. Tabor general fund and the second will be 

specially for the Mt. Tabor building fund. (Previously, the whole first Sunday offering went 

to the building fund.) If you send your monthly offerings by mail and you wish to contribute 

to the building fund, please include a memo with your check. 

    JUNE ‘19    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

 

2 
Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

Joint Visiion Team 

2-4pm (MT) 

3 
 

4 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm 

5  
Bible Study 10:30am 

 

Shine Bright 7pm 

(MT) 

 

6 
 

7 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

8 
Lay Servant 

Academy 

8am-4pm 

Hagerstown 

UMC 

 

9 
Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

 

10 
Office Open 

8am-2pm 

11 
Office Open 

8am-2pm 

Adult 

Ministries 

10am 

Game Day 

2:30-3:30pm 

12 
Office Closed 

Bible Study 10:30am 

Staff Mtg 11:30am 

Shine Bright 7pm 

(MT) 

Annual Conference 

(Indy) 

13 
Office Closed 

 

Annual Conference 

(Indy) 

14 
Office Closed 

Annual 

Conference 

(Indy) 

ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

15 
Annual 

Conference 

(Indy) 

 

 

16 
Worship 9:00am 

 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

17 
 

AUMC 

Church 

Council Mtg 

7pm 

18 
Food Pantry 

4-7pm 

 

 

19 
Bible Study 10:30am 

 

Shine Bright  7pm 

(MT) 

 

20       

 

21 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 
Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

24 
 

 

25 

 
  

26 
Bible Study 10:30am 

Shine Bright  7pm 

(MT) 

27 

 

28 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

29 

30 
5th Sunday 

Fellowship (OG) 
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As was announced during AUMC church services, we are planning 
a rummage sale as another opportunity to raise funds to support 
our churches and missions. The rummage sale will take place on 
Saturday, July 20th in the Albany UMC parking lot and/or Youth 
Center. Start setting aside your used and unwanted items now to 
contribute to the cause. Items should be brought to the Youth 
Center on Friday, July 19th, between 9am and 4pm. If you are 
unable to do so during this time, you can call Cheryl Wasson at 
765-284-4959 to make other arrangements. 
 

 

Mary Grantham would like to send a heartfelt thank you to 

everyone who sent cards and reached out to her after the loss of her 

son. Your genuine thoughtfulness was so kind, and much 

appreciated! 

 
An Albany Christmas Golf Tournament 

July 13
th
 starting at 9am 

Albany Gold Club 

Brochures & sign up forms are available in  

the church office at Albany UMC. 
 

    Are you looking for another way to serve in the church? Are 
you looking for another way to make a difference in your 
church and community? The Albany Chapter of ABLBH  
(A Better Life – Brianna’s Hope) is in need of volunteers to 
provide the meal that is served before each meeting on 
Fridays. Throw something in the crock pot and drop it off 
during the day…bring in pizzas or sandwiches…the menu is 

completely up to you! Contact Linda Greene at 239-222-5200 
to get on the schedule. 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 

Dear friends at Albany, Oak Grove, and Mt. Tabor: 
 
Janelle and I have the great honor of serving our Indiana Annual Conference as planners of the 
Conference & Community Prayer Breakfast, which takes place during the final morning of the event 
(Saturday, June 15). This will be our second year in the role, and God has really used the assignment 
to bless us and grow our faith!  
 
The 2019 Annual Conference theme is From Water to Witness, based on Ephesians 4:4: One Lord, 
One Faith, One Baptism. The program will involve reading the testimony of some great “witnesses” 
from our Methodist heritage. One of these will be the legendary 20th century evangelist E. Stanley 
Jones—who, sadly, I'd never even heard of until a few months ago. As one faithful brother in the 
Albany congregation has taught me, learning the life stories of famous Christians is essential for 
growing in the knowledge and love of God! 
 
E. Stanley Jones (1884–1973) witnessed faithfully to God’s love during his many decades as a 
missionary in India. Influenced strongly by his friendship with Mahatma Gandhi, Jones built upon the 
customs and graces he admired in the local Indian culture in order to teach all sorts of people about 
Jesus. 
 
In his 1959 book Conversion, Jones told the story of his own life-changing encounter with the Gospel: 
 

“I underwent a half-conversion under the appeal of a preacher, joined the church, felt religious for 
a few weeks, and then it all faded out. I was back where I was before—the springs of my 
character were uncleansed. My label had been changed but not my life… Then two years later I 
faced another crisis. This time I was not to be put off by catchphrases and slogans; I wanted the 
real thing…. 

 
For three days I sought, but received no answer. The heavens were brass. On the third day I knelt 
beside my bed before I went to the church and prayed: “Oh, Jesus, save me tonight.” A tiny ray of 
light pierced my darkness; hope sprang up; I found myself running a mile to the church. The 
eagerness of my soul got into my body. I went forward to the front seat. I felt that if I could only get 
to that altar of prayer I would find Jesus. I know by now that Jesus had found me by my bedside, 
but I’d been taught that you found Him at an altar of prayer. The minister had scarcely stopped 
speaking when I went forward. I had scarcely bent my knees when heaven broke into my spirit. I 
grabbed a man by the shoulder and said: “I’ve got It.” “It”—what did I mean by “It”? Everything I 
wanted—reconciliation with God, with myself, with my brother man, with nature, with life itself. I 
was reconciled. The estrangement was gone! The entire universe opened its arms and took me in. 
I felt as though I wanted to put my arms around the world and share this with everybody. 

 
After decades I still want to put my arms around the world and share this with everybody. That is 
the reason I can’t retire. I hope my dying gasp will be the words of Wesley: “I commend my Savior 
to you.” If and when I get to heaven I expect to ask for forty-eight hours of rest… Then I’ll ask for 
twenty-four hours to look around heaven and meet my friends. Then I’ll go up to Jesus and say: 
“This is wonderful. But haven’t you a fallen world somewhere where they need an evangelist of 
the good news? Please send me.” 
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Will you join in offering this short prayer based on E. Stanley Jones' life and witness? 

 
How precious is your good news, O God! 
 In Jesus Christ, you have opened wide the arms of the universe, 
 and you have taken us in. 
We know, however, that our religion is just a passing feeling, 
 unless we are transformed from the inside out, 
 remade in the image of Christ. 
We pray for that “real thing”, Lord God: 
 New birth, new creation, by water and the Spirit. 
 Work this miracle within us, and send us out to show your work to the world. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Your fellow traveler in Christ, 

Pastor Jake 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

June 30th at 10:45am 

Oak Grove UMC 

(829 South SR 1, Portland 47371) 

 

We will be having a meal after service. Please plan to stay and eat as this is 

how the Holy Spirit builds up the body of Christ! 

What to bring: 

 Tableware (if you can) – All 

 Main Course Dishes – Oak Grove 

 Salads & Vegetables – Mt. Tabor 

 Desserts – Albany 

 

In order to better serve our community and be more welcoming to 
families, the Albany chapter of ABLBH (A Better Life – Brianna’s Hope) is 
in need of a changing table to the Albany UMC basement. If you have one 
you wish to donate, please contact Tricia in the Albany UMC Church 
Office at 765-789-4571 or secretary@albanyumc.net. Thank you! 
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