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CHURCH NEWS: May 2019 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                       
If you received a printed copy of this newsletter but have an email 

account, please consider helping us keep our printing and postage 

costs minimized by allowing us to email the monthly newsletter to 

you. Please email secretary@albanyumc.net so that we can add you 

to the email distribution list. Thank you in advance for helping me be 

the best stewards possible regarding our church budgets. 

The date for our annual Bountiful Bazaar has been set for Saturday, October 12th. This is a 
month earlier than we have previously held one. We are hopeful that having it earlier will give 
us less competition with other holiday bazaars. We would like to focus on more general types 
of items and crafts, as well as other holidays, not just fall and Christmas. Since the date is 
prior to Halloween, it is especially good timing for including craft items for this holiday too. It 
is not too soon to begin working on your projects, especially since the bazaar will be earlier. 
Canned goods, candy, breads and other backed items always sell well. Any and all donations 
are welcome. Lunch will be served, so there will be a need for chili, vegetable soup, hot dogs, 
etc. More information will be forthcoming as the date for the bazaar nears. 

June 2: Joint Vision Team Meeting (Time/Location TBA) 

June 8: Lay Servant Ministry Academy (Hagerstown UMC) 

June 12-15: Indiana Annual Conference (Indianapolis) 

June 30: 5th Sunday Fellowship (Oak Grove UMC) 

July 20: Circuit Wide Rummage Sale (Albany UMC) 

August 4: Joint Vision Team Meeting (Time/Location TBA) 

September 21 & 28: Lay Servant Ministries Academy  
(New Castle Frist UMC) 

September 29: 5th Sunday Fellowship (Albany UMC) 

October 12: Bountiful Bazaar (Albany UMC) 

November 26: Thanksgiving Service (7pm at Albany UMC) 

December 8: An Albany Christmas (5pm at Albany UMC) 

 

 

mailto:secretary@albanyumc.net
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    MAY ‘19    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

Bible Study 10:30am 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

2:15-6:30pm 

Shine Bright 6:30pm 

(MT) 

Hand Chimes 6:45pm 

Chor 7:30pm 

2 
Piano/Voice Lessons 

3-8pm 

3 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

4 
 

5 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

 

6 
 

7 
Piano/Voice 

Lessons  

2-8pm 

 

Food Pantry 

4-7pm 

8  
Bible Study 10:30am 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

2:15-6:30pm 

Shine Bright 6:30pm 

(MT) 

Hand Chimes 6:45pm 

Chor 7:30pm 

9 
Piano/Voice Lessons 

3-8pm 

10 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

11 
 

12 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

Sunday Night at 

the Movies 6pm 

13 

 

 

14 
Adult 

Ministries 

10am 

Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

2-8pm 

Game Day 

2:30-3:30pm 

  

15 
Bible Study 10:30am 

Staff Mtg 11:30am 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

2:15-6:30pm 

Shine Bright 6:30pm 

(MT) 

Hand Chimes 6:45pm 

Chor 7:30pm 

 

16 
Pre-School 

Graduation 

 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

3-8pm 

17 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

AUMC 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

18 
Kids Disney 

Movie 

6pm (MT) 

 

Piano/Voice 

Recitals (AS) 

19 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

Piano/Voice 

Recitals (AS) 

20 
  AUMC 

Church 

Council Mtg 

7pm 

 

21 
Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

2-8pm 

 

Food Pantry 

4-7pm 

 

 

22 
Bible Study 10:30am 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

2:15-6:30pm 

Shine Bright  6:30pm 

(MT) 

Hand Chimes 6:45pm 

Chor 7:30pm 

23       
Piano/Voice Lessons 

3-8pm 

 

24 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

26 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

27 
Church 

Closed for 

Memorial 

Day 

 

28 

 
  

29 
Bible Study 10:30am 

Shine Bright  6:30pm 

(MT) 

Hand Chimes 6:45pm 

Chor 7:30pm 

 

30 

 

31 
ABLBH 6:30pm 

(Basement) 
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 CIRCUIT WIDE CHURCH DIRECTORY 
By now you should have received your directory. If not, please 
contact your church office.  
Please submit any corrections or additions to 
secretary@albanyumc.net or call Tricia at the Albany UMC 

office (765-789-4571). 
 

 
 
As was announced during AUMC church services, we are planning 
a rummage sale as another opportunity to raise funds to support 
our churches and missions. The rummage sale will take place on 
Saturday, July 20th in the Albany UMC parking lot and/or Youth 
Center. Start setting aside your used and unwanted items now to 
contribute to the cause. Items should be brought to the Youth 
Center on Friday, July 19th, between 9am and 4pm. If you are 
unable to do so during this time, you can call Cheryl Wasson at 
765-284-4959 to make other arrangements. 
 
 
 

30-Years Recap of the Albany UMC Resale Shop 
    (Compiled by Sharon Taylor) 
The idea for a resale shop was mentioned in 1989 by Diane Hogsett, the 

wife of Rev. David Hogsett who was currently serving as the pastor for 
Albany UMC. In other congregations the couple had served, a few had a 
resale shop and Mrs. Hogsett suggested this might be a great outreach 
for the Albany congregation. 

 
The idea and formation of a resale shop quickly took shape when a task 
force was formed in August 1989 with Ardy Bach, Suellen Fisher (Trosper), 

Diane Hogsett, Rev. David Hogsett, Fran Liggett, Nancy Paul, Martha 
Shank and KoAnn Sheller. In a meeting a week later, Suellen Fisher 
(Trosper) and Diane Hogsett were voted in as co-chairs with Martha 

Shank as Secretary and Ardy Bach as Treasurer. 
 
The task force, each with an agenda to gather information from other resale shops and potential volunteers, 
took this information and ran with it. The Albany UMC Resale Shop was official on October 2, 1989, opening 
at the corner of State and Main where the drug store once did business. The actual opening date was 
November 1, 1989 after many fundraising opportunities funded the rent, etc. for the shop. 
 
In December 1990, JoAnn Sheller and Louise Whitehair accepted the position of Co-Chairpersons. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shop.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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A year after the resale shop opened, October 1991, the collection of volunteers who had worked on this 
project from beginning to them, in some capacity, amounted to 62! 
 
In March 1991, the shop was moved to the back half of the site so the Albany Library could use the front part 
of the building. 
 
By December, the resale shop again had to make a move. This time to 130 South Miller Street – the former 
Teale manufacturing building. JoAnn and Louise share that the building was freezing cold in the winter and 
blazing hot in the summer! JoAnn and Louis also share that they mowed around the property until they 
quickly found someone to hire! The last several years the shop has been housed in the Masonic Lodge 
building downtown, next to Albany UMC. 
 
The history records available for this article seem to stop around 1995. However, one note, JoAnn Sheller and 
Louise Whitehair continued as co-chairs as noted for January 1995. About this same time, Beth Henry became 
the Secretary/Treasurer and continues still today! 
 
Today, thirty years later, the Albany UMC Resale Shop is still in business! It continues to thrive under co-
chairpersons Vickie Reade and Donna Rees. 
 
Does and has the Resale Shop served as not only an outreach to the Albany area but far and wide as well?> 
Indeed it does and always has. JoAnn and Louise share that local persons initially were helped by purchasing 
an air conditioner, medicine, clothing, and groceries bought and delivered just to name a few. Today $1,000 is 
provided to the Albany Elementary School in August for the principal to assist students in need and again 
$1,000 at Christmas for students whole families could use assistance. $1,000 is given to the Project Friend 
Food Pantry at the church. Other charitable assistance is shared with those who may have lost their homes to 
a fire, a family losing their main source of income, single parents needing assistance, clothing to the Muncie 
Mission, Wayside Mission and twice yearly the changing of the seasonal clothes to other missions. 
 
The Resale Shop currently rents the building owned by the Masonic Lodge downtown next to Albany UMC. 
The shop pays its own rent, heat, water, electric and with help from un-named men (!), maintenance as 
needed. (Thank you guys!!) Volunteers currently on the phone list number 25. Considering a five week 
schedule for a month, forty-five volunteers are needed! 
 
If you have a few hours each month that you could share in this ministry, please contact Vickie Reade or 
Donna Rees. You will be BLESSED. 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 

Dear Albany, Mt. Tabor, and Oak Grove family, 
 
During a spare moment this week, I spent some time in the library at Albany UMC going through our 
little filing cabinet of local history. In one folder I found a photocopy of a clipping from the Albany 
Chronicle, dated 1919, that offered (I thought) a fascinating snapshot of a very different world. For 
your inspiration, I'll share parts of that article with you here: 
 

“It is with pride that we give a complete history of our local churches. No harm has ever been done 
to anyone by reading the history of the church they should attend...  
[NOTE: What a headline!] 
 
The Methodist Episcopal Church in Albany has been one of the most prominent factors in the uplift 
of the community. For more than seventy-seven years her ministry has been preaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and her membership has carried forward the work of the church. During these 
years scores and scores of souls have found Christ precious to their lives, many have been borne 
to that Heavenly Land where sickness and sorrow never come. We need not speak of the early 
organization of the Methodist Church as every student of history is acquainted with the marvelous 
undertaking and the splendid record the church has made during these years, more than seven 
million people having found a church home where they could worship God, and carry forward the 
teachings of the Christ. No apology is necessary for her existence... 
 
Dr. J.H. Palmer, the present pastor, was appointed in April, 1915. During the year thus far seventy 
have united with the church. The average attendance at the prayer meetings has been about sixty. 
The Sunday school is one of the best in the county, according to the population of the town, with 
an enrollment of almost four hundred and fifty. The Sabbath school is wide awake and 
superintended by an efficient leader and he has at his side a band of consecrated teachers... 
 
The church has a splendid chorus. 
 
The church extends to everyone who is not attending some other church a warm invitation to 
attend the services at the Albany Methodist Church. The pastor needs no introduction here for he 
is known in the town of Albany. 

 
I'm probably no Rev. Dr. J.H. Palmer, but with the advantage of 100 years' worth of hindsight, I'll offer 
you a few of my own reactions to this amazing piece of historical witness: 
 

1) Wait... Albany had its own newspaper? 
2) Who wrote this? Nobody I've ever met still writes or speaks this way. Thank goodness. 
3) Albany UMC still has a splendid chorus! 
4) Was the Methodist Church really as big a deal as the author seemed to think? Did everybody 

really know its history that well? Was the pastor really a local celebrity? I find all this hard to 
believe... what do you think? 

5) What was driving so many people to join the Church? If Jesus Christ is the same today as 100 
years ago, why is the church so different now? How much can/should we blame the changes 
in our society? Did we (the church) lose our way at some point? 

6) What temptations did the church face when Christianity was mainstream, popular, and 
uncontroversial? 

7) Do Mt. Tabor and Oak Grove share similar histories to this one? (If you have any historical 
tidbits like this, I'd love to read them!) 
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Telling the story of our church family is one important way of making sense of the world around us. In 
learning to appreciate where we've been, we discover how God's hand has guided us into the present 
day—sometimes with loving kindness, and other times with firm discipline. Assuming the world 
doesn't suddenly go back to the way it was in 1919, what future do you think God wants for our 
congregations, so long as we are steadfast in our prayer and Christian witness? Will the revived 
Methodist movement look like the one our grandparents knew and loved? Or should it be different? 
 

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the 
blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, by 
loving the LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and 
the length of your days...” (Deuteronomy 30:19-20 NASB) 

 
Your fellow traveler in Christ, 

Pastor Jake 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

For Mt. Tabor UMC… 

--Our Dunkirk Glass Days dinner at Tabor Hall will be from 11:00 - 1:00 on Friday, May 31. 

A free will offering will be received to support local missions. We hope to see you there, and 

could use an extra hand with the tables and chairs! 

 

--Beginning June 2, 9:00 Worship on Sundays will be held in Tabor Hall for the summer 

months, as the Sanctuary will be starting to get a little too warm for comfort! 

 

--Starting this Summer, we will collect two separate offerings on the first Sunday of every 

month at Mt. Tabor. One will be for the Mt. Tabor general fund and the second will be 

specially for the Mt. Tabor building fund. (Previously, the whole first Sunday offering went 

to the building fund.) If you send your monthly offerings by mail and you wish to contribute 

to the building fund, please include a memo with your check. 
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In Honor of Mom 

A few months ago, when I was picking up the children at school, another mother I knew well, rushed 
up to me. Emily was fuming with indignation. 
 
"Do you know what you and I are?" she demanded. 
 
Before I could answer - and I didn't really have one handy - she blurted out the reason for her 
question. It seemed she had just returned from renewing her driver's license at the County Clerk's 
office. 
 
Asked by the woman recorder to state her "occupation," Emily had hesitated, uncertain how to 
classify herself. 
 
What I mean is," explained the recorder, "Do you have a job, or are you just a ......?" 
 
"Of course I have a job," snapped Emily. "I'm a mother." 
 
"We don't list "mother" as an occupation..."housewife" covers it," said the recorder emphatically. 
 
I forgot all about her story until one day I found myself in the same situation, this time at our own 
Town Hall. The Clerk was obviously a career woman, poised, efficient, and possessed of a high-
sounding title, like "Official Interrogator" or "Town Registrar." 
 
"And what is your occupation?" she probed. What made me say it, I do not know. The words simply 
popped out. "I'm....a Research Associate in the field of Child Development and Human Relations." 
 
The clerk paused, ball-point pen frozen in mid-air, and looked up as though she had not heard right. I 
repeated the title slowly, emphasizing the most significant words. Then I stared with wonder as my 
pompous pronouncement was written in bold, black ink on the official questionnaire. 
 
"Might I ask," said the clerk with new interest, "just what you do in your field?" 
 
Cool and without any trace of fluster in my voice, I heard myself reply, "I have a continuing program of 
research (what mother doesn't) in the laboratory and in the field (normally I would have said indoors 
and out). 
 
I'm working for my Masters (the whole darned family) and already have four credits (all daughters). 
Of course, the job is one of the most demanding in the humanities (any mother care to disagree?) 
and I often work 14 hours a day (24 is more like it). But the job is more challenging than most run-of-
the-mill careers and the rewards are in satisfaction rather than just money." 
 
There was an increasing note of respect in the clerk's voice as she completed the form, stood up, and 
personally ushered me to the door. 
 
As I drove into our driveway buoyed up by my glamorous new career, I was greeted by my lab 
assistants---age 13, 7, and 3. And upstairs, I could hear our new experimental model (six months) in 
the child-development program, testing out a new vocal pattern. I felt triumphant. I had scored a beat 
on bureaucracy. And I had gone down on the official records as someone more distinguished and 
indispensable to mankind than "just another......" 


