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BAZAAR NEWS: 
Linda Bowdell and I have not received much feedback from the congregation in 
regards to suggestions about the fate of the bazaar or ideas for a different type of 
moneymaker. The time as come for us to give serious consideration to this, as 
organizing the bazaar or any other kind of major project requires a big investment of 
time. Hopefully, whatever decision we will make will be supported by everyone, 
whether that be with your time or talent. Remember, all proceeds from this event go to 
benefit the general fund and the food pantry. 
--Cheryl Wasson 
 

Pastor Jake Ohlemiller 
jakeohlemiller@gmail.com 
Cell:  765-637-8965  

Office Phone:  765-789-4571 
secretary@albanyumc.net 
Food Pantry:  
projectfriend@albanyumc.net 
Preschool:  
nikkiadams829@yahoo.com 
Resale Shop: 9am-1pm  
Thurs, Fri & Sat      
 

April 19: Good Friday Service at DeSoto UMC (Time TBD) 

June 12-15: Indiana Annual Conference (Indianapolis) 

 

ALL MEN / ALL GIRLS 

When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every family member, 

every friend, and every animal (current and past). For several weeks, after we had finished 

the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, "And all girls." 

 

This soon became part of her nightly routine, to include this closing. My curiosity got the 

best of me and I asked her, "Kelli, why do you always add the part about all girls ?" 

 

Her response, "Because everybody always finish their prayers by saying 'All Men'!!" 

mailto:jakeohlemiller@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@albanyumc.net
mailto:projectfriend@albanyumc.net
mailto:nikkiadams829@yahoo.com
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Thank you for the Christmas love offering we 

received. It is our joy and privilege to serve you 

as your Ministers of Music. 

Cheryl & Dennis Wasson 

 

  
 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 1: Ann Sheller     3: Carolyn Kramer 
 4: Barbara Demaree    4: Rebecca Kirby 
 6: Paula Bradley    7: Susan Whitehair  
 12: Debra Lehman    12: Rich Rees 
 18: Don & Bev Sheller   20: Allyn Hines    
 21: Sonia Smith    24: Linda Moore   
 26: Matthew Reitz    29: Jim Clevenger 
 31: Jerry & Mary McConnell 

 

CHERYL’S MUSIC MINISTRY MESSAGE: Hopefully the worst of the cold and snowy weather is 

past, because it is time to resume choir and hand chime rehearsals. While Dennis and I look forward 

to this new year of music ministry, at the same time, we are concerned about the small number of 

participants in both groups. Our dedicated, long and short time members need some extra help so 

we (they) can continue to prepare and share beautiful music of faith that adds another dimension to 

worship services. A few people have now expressed interest in joining the “ringers” which is GREAT! 

But we still need more voices for the choir. This congregation is full of good singers. We hear them 

every Sunday morning when the last verse of hymns are sung without instrument accompaniment. 

Our choir is a volunteer choir, anyone is eligible and welcome to join. Rehearsals are typically only 

about 40-45 minutes. It is a time of preparing music, but also a time of fellowship. Consider choir as 

another way of making an offering to the church. Remember the words of the offering prayer: we 

give of our Time, Talent and Treasure. Our first rehearsal for both groups is Wednesday, March 13th. 

Chimes meet at 6:45pm and choir begins at 7:30pm. Hope to see many new faces as well as the 

familiar ones! 
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FROM PASTOR JAKE….. 

Dear Friends, 
 
Last week, Janelle, Amos, and I traveled to St. Louis for the Special Called General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. While I served at the Convention Center as a volunteer page (all-
purpose helper with no voting responsibility), Janelle and Amos spent quality time with my family. I 
was so thankful for the opportunity to witness a critical moment in the history of our Methodist 
movement, and the chance to share baby Amos with his grandparents and uncle was icing on the 
cake! 
 
The decision of the General Conference to endorse the Traditional Plan, and the stormy emotional 
aftermath of that decision, confirm what I had long known: We are a deeply divided branch of Christ's 
body, the Church. The divisions we face are not just between LGBTQI+ folks and Traditionalists, but 
also along other lines: between older United Methodists and the young “Millennials”; between the 
UMC in the United States and our rapidly-growing offshoots on other continents; between those who 
still want to fight for unity and those, on the political “right” and “left”, who are wondering if now is the 
time to leave and form a new organization. 
 
When you read the statement from the Council of Bishops, included in this Newsletter, you may join 
me in suspecting that the future of the United Methodist Church is still uncertain. It will take some time 
before we can begin to see the full impact and consequences of the decision made in St. Louis.  
 
What, then are we to do? As the pastor responsible for our three congregations in East Central 
Indiana, here is my plea: Do not fear. Stop worrying about the future. Inhale and exhale, letting the 
Spirit of the Living God fall afresh upon your heart. Commit to blooming and bearing fruit, by God's 
grace, in the very place and moment in time where Christ has planted us. Watch and pray. 
Rededicate your heart and your heart and life fully to God's Kingdom. 
 
Tonight is Ash Wednesday, when we are reminded of how God made us from the dust of the earth. 
God's earth. We live and move and have our being because God has breathed the Spirit of life into 
us. God's earth. God's Spirit. All that we have, and all that we are, is on loan from our holy and 
righteous Creator. We are always working on borrowed time, in these borrowed bodies, and we 
rejoice in that debt! We are not our own; we are the Lord's, bought with a price. When we wake up in 
the morning, we do so in faith that God will supply us with the grace to make it through the day. When 
we lay down in the evening, we trust that God's infinite mercy will keep us in peace during the night. 
 
Christian tradition refers to the forty-seven day period between Ash Wednesday and Easter as Lent 
(from an old English word for “springtime”). For many followers of Jesus, our custom during Lent is to 
focus on a specific area of devotion that is new and challenging for us—usually giving up an old vice 
or adding a new spiritual discipline. If you would like to make Lent 2019 a new season in your walk 
with Christ, may you find the grace to do so with boldness. There is no time like the present. 
 
In Christian love, 

Pastor Jake 
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   MARCH 

2019 

   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 

ABLBH 

6:30pm 

(Basement) 

2 

 
 

3 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

Shine Bright 5pm 

4 
 

5 
Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

2-8pm 

 

Food Pantry  

4-7:00pm 

6  
Bible Study 

10:30am 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

2:15-6:30pm 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 7pm (AS) 

7 
Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

3-8pm 

8 
ABLBH 

6:30pm 

(Basement) 

9 
UMM Lenten 

Breakfast 

7:30am at 

High Street 

UMC 
 

10 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

SNAM 6pm  

11 

 

 

12 
Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

2-8pm 

 

Game Day 

2:30-

3:30pm 

  

13 
Bible Study 

10:30am 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

2:15-6:30pm 

Shine Bright 

6:30pm (MT) 

Hand Chimes 

6:45pm 

Choir 7:30pm 

14 
Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

3-8pm 

15 
ABLBH 

6:30pm 

(Basement) 

16 
UMM Lenten 

Breakfast 

7:30am at 

Daleville 

UMC 

Kids Disney 

Movie 

6pm (MT) 

17 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

 

18 

Council 

Meeting 

7pm  

19 
Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

2-8pm 

 

Food Pantry 

4-7:00pm 

20 
Bible Study 

10:30am 

Staff Meeting 

11;30am 

Piano/Voice Lessons 

2:15-6:30pm 

Shine Bright  

6:30pm (MT) 

Hand Chimes 

6:45pm 

Choir 7:30pm 

21       
Piano/Voice 

Lessons 

3-8pm 

 

22 
ABLBH 

6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

 

23 
UMM Lenten 

Breakfast 

7:30am at 

DeSoto UMC 

 

 

 

24 
Pastor’s Prayer 

Partners 8:40am 

Worship 9:00am 

Fellowship and 

Sunday School 

10:15am 

SNAM 6pm 

25 

 

 

26 
  

 

 

27 
Bible Study 

10:30am 

Shine Bright 

6:30pm (MT) 

Hand Chimes 

6:45pm 

Choir 7:30pm 

 

28 
  

 

29 
ABLBH 

6:30pm 

(Basement) 

 

30 
UMM Lenten 

Breakfast 

7:30am at 

New 

Burlington 

UMC 

 

31 
5th Sunday Service 

9:00am (MT) 

      



6 | P a g e  
 

 
The Winter Lay Servant Ministries Academy wrapped up on 
February 17th and Albany UMC was well represented! 
 
Jolene Fair, one of our newest members at AUMC, completed 
the BASIC Course. This course is foundational for all courses in 
lay servant ministries. Participants are encouraged to discover 
and employ the personal spiritual gifts as God intended and to 
consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, 
developing future leaders, remaining rooted in constant spiritual 
practices, and being part of a group that holds members 
accountable in their discipleship. Please be sure to congratulate 
Jolene when you see her! 
 
These opportunities for learning and spiritual growth would not 

be made possible without dedicated volunteers who believe and see value in these classes. Pastor 
Jake was a valuable resource to those in the preaching class this session. It can be a daunting task 
to stand in front of a congregation and deliver a message that God has given someone to share. 
Jake’s experience and guidance will go a long way to help those individuals who feel called to preach 
at their churches when the time comes. Please take a moment to thank Pastor Jake for his dedication 
to the Lay Servant Ministries program and the work it does to build up future leaders and preachers in 
our churches. 
 
Three times a year, our district coordinates these learning academies. For some, they are the initial 
stepping stones to answering a call to ministry. For some, they serve as a small group to learn and 
grow in their personal discipleship. Securing locations, recruiting class facilitators, communicating 
with churches and much more behind-the-scene work is needed, and it just doesn’t happen overnight. 
The new District Director of Lay Servant Ministries (DDLSM) for our East District was named mid-
February, and it is none other than our own church secretary, Tricia Williams. We are so excited that 
Tricia was selected to lead the top-notch program that Pastor Jake built while he was the DDLSM. If 
you see Tricia around the church one day during the week, be sure to say hi and keep her in your 
prayers as she grows into this new district leadership position. 

SAY A  PRAYER  
Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's 
house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being 
served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away.  
 
"Johnny!  Please wait until we say our prayer." said his mother. 
"I don't need to," the boy replied. 
"Of course, you do." his mother insisted. "We always say a prayer before 
eating at our house." 
"That's at our house." Johnny explained.  "But this is Grandma's house and she 
knows how to cook ! ! ! ! !" 

 


