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Diaconate Update 

By Deacon Nathaniel Harley 

 

After prayerful consideration, and with the concurrence of the Pastor, the Diaconate presented three candidates 

for deacon at the April 25th Church Meeting. Those candidates: Faye Patterson, Marqessa Njie, and Audrey 

Prestonsoto, were confirmed and set apart to the office of deacon by church vote. Upon completion of their 

training and testing, Deacons Njie and Prestonsoto will be ordained to serve the Shiloh Baptist Church (New 

Site) community of believers. Deacon Patterson, who came to Shiloh New Site as an ordained deacon, will 

participate in training but will not undergo ordination.  

 

 

The Diaconate has been reorganized as follows to accommodate the addition of these new Deacons.  

• Deacon Ray Byrd has been assigned from Team 5 to Team 1 where he will join Deacons LaZalia 

Richardson and Mary Tyson.  

• Deacon Marqessa Njie will join Deacons Sidney Hankerson and Carolyn Oglesby on Team 2 

• Deacon Audrey Prestonsoto will join Deacon Nat Harley on Team 5 

• Deacon Faye Patterson will join Deacons George Miller and Jeri Swann on Team 7  

 

The new Diaconate organization is as follows: 

Team 1 – LaZalia Richardson / Mary Tyson / Ray Byrd 

Team 2 – Sidney Hankerson / Carolyn Oglesby / Marqessa Njie 

Team 3 – Anna Griffin / Stephen Griffin 

Team 4 – Denise Millner / Curtiss Millner 

Team 5 – Nathaniel Harley / Audrey Prestonsoto 

Team 6 – Douglas Richardson / Barbara Green 

Team 7 – George Miller / Jeri Swann / Faye Patterson 

Team 8 – Barbara Bryant / Jeannette Ellis / Tim Brown 

 

Please join us in congratulating our newest deacons! 
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Sister Marqessa Dunagan Njie was born on April 16, 1969 in Birmingham, Alabama to the late Angela Yvonne Ransom 

Dunagan and the late Kenneth Carl Dunagan.  She has one sister, Christie Dunagan and a deceased brother, Maurice L. 

Ransom. Sister Njie’s relationship with Christ began when she was baptized as a young girl at the Ebenezer Baptist Church 

in Birmingham, Alabama at the age of 14. She always went to Sunday School and church with her grandparents every 

Sunday.  

She attended West End High School, Birmingham, AL and graduated in 1986. In High School she participated in the 

Marching Band, Volleyball, Basketball, FBLA, and numerous other activities.  She furthered her education by attending 

Berea College in Berea, Kentucky and graduated in 1990 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science. She met her 

husband, Hassan O. Njie at Berea and they were married on March 21, 1991. They recently celebrated 28 years of 

marriage. To this union was born three children, Christopher Hassan Njie, Ashley Krystinia Njie, and Alexandra Nicole Njie.  

She began her career in Retail with Walmart Stores Inc. in 1991. She worked as an Assistant Manager for the Company for 

6 years and later began working for Target Stores Inc. in 1997. She was a Team Leader for two years and was promoted to 

an Assistant Manager in 1999. She has been with Target for 22 years and has worked in Retail Management for over 28 

years. She has supervised many people, made many lasting friendships, and trained numerous people that have been 

successful in their retail careers. She has lived in Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia, Maryland, and Virginia while working for 

both companies. 

She moved to Virginia in 1995 and was previously a member of Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Arlington, VA under Pastor 

James E. Victor, Jr. After moving to Fredericksburg, she joined Shiloh New Site in June 2011, after visiting the church on 

numerous occasions. She found the people at this church very welcoming and felt this was the right place.  She has been 

very active at Shiloh, helping wherever she can.  She currently sings in the AVFC choir and is the Publications Lead. She 

serves on the Budget Committee and is the President of the Women’s Ministry, and a member of the Christian Education 

Ministry.  These activities have been rewarding and have helped her continue to be active in the church, to study more of 

God’s word through Sunday School and Bible Study, to continue to grow spiritually and to establish a closer relationship 

with God.  Although she is busy all the time, she enjoys every minute doing what she is doing! Thanks be to God for 

sustaining and keeping her through it all. 

She enjoys spending time with her family, going to the movies, shopping, and spending time at Shiloh with all the 

wonderful people that she calls “family”.  She has adopted Shiloh as her family and loves her church family. She looks 

forward to being obedient to God and doing whatever HIS plans are for her. 

Her favorite hymn is “I Am Thine O Lord.”; Her favorite scripture is Proverbs 16:3 “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, 

and he will establish your plans”. 
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Deacon Faye Patterson grew up in Memphis, TN and joined Shiloh Baptist Church New Site in the summer of 2013. She 

served as co-chair of the Communications Ministry with an emphasis on Outreach. In 2015 she was trained as one of two 

(now four) Stephen Ministry Leaders at Shiloh. 

A retired educator with over 30 years of experience, Deacon Patterson worked as a teacher, assistant principal, principal, 

elementary supervisor, and area associate superintendent.  Deacon Patterson received a Bachelors Degree from the 

University of Memphis (Memphis State University), a Masters Degree from Hampton University (Hampton Institute), and 

a Doctor of Education Degree from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. While pursuing her doctoral degree, she joined 

the faculty of the Educational Leadership and Policy Studies Department at the University of Tennessee, College of 

Education, Health, and Human Sciences.  Deacon Patterson taught in the Leadership 21 Principal Preparation Program for 

nine years. She provided leadership and supervision of the program for several years before returning to Northern 

Virginia.  

While in Knoxville, Dr. Patterson attended the Mount Olive Baptist Church (East Knoxville) where she was ordained as a 

Deacon in 2007 by the Rev. Dr. Kelly Miller Smith, Jr.  She served as a Sunday School teacher, Vacation Bible School leader 

and teacher, and she was an avid student of Wednesday night Bible Study. Deacon Patterson was instrumental in starting 

the Mount Olive Christian Academies (MOCA) preschool program, The Garden of Discovery Learning Center, which 

operated for seven years.  She served as the first MOCA Board president until relocating to VA. Deacon Patterson was 

also active in the Links Incorporated and the Alpha Pi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.  

Deacon Patterson resides in Fredericksburg, Virginia and is married to Brother Arthur T. Patterson (Colonel, U. S. Air Force 

Retired). They have two daughters: Kimberly Stanfield (Troy) and Stephanie Cunningham (Tshaka), as well as five 

grandchildren. ranging from ages 21 to 7 respectively: Gabrielle, Michaela, Isaiah Stanfield; Logan and Samuel 

Cunningham. She praises God for her Shiloh New Site family and for the blessing of being near the family to see the 

grandchildren grow to become Christian, young adults. 
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Sister Audrey Prestonsoto and her husband moved the family to Fredericksburg approximately five years ago.  She and 

her son, Emilio, joined Shiloh New Site in 2014.  Their two daughters, Robin (Nikki) and Keela, and five of their six 

grandchildren also live in the area.  Many of sister Prestonsoto’s family members still reside in Florida, where she grew 

up, and Puerto Rico.  Her parents are both deceased; two of her three brothers are still living and residing in Florida.   

Sister Prestonsoto’s life is rooted in the church; both her mother and father had roles in the church.  Her father taught 

her to read before she began school; she had the responsibility of reading the Sunday school cards in her class on 

Sundays.  She observed the passion and love for God that her father displayed and knew that she would follow that same 

destiny of surrendering her life to the Lord. 

Sister Prestonsoto attended the community college in her hometown, where she was voted as the first African American 

College queen in the college’s history.  She completed the community college in one year, and decided that she wanted 

to travel the world, so she joined the military.  She served 23 years in the US Army, and after retiring, worked for several 

years as a federal employee and several more years as a contractor.   

Sister Prestonsoto attended college while still serving in the military and attained a Master of Science Degree in 

Criminology. Just prior to retirement, she elected to pursue a Doctor of Management degree in Organizational 

Leadership, which was conferred in 2005.  She currently is an adjunct professor teaching Master level courses for a 

Virginia University. 

After completing the Stafford County Citizen’s Police Academy, Sister Prestonsoto became involved with the community 

through serving on the board of the Micah Ministry and volunteering during the weekly Micah meals.  She is involved 

with the Rise Against Hunger food packaging efforts and works on the voter registration and campaigns for various 

officials running for office.  She is also a Notary for the Commonwealth of Virginia, as well as a Realtor®, licensed in 

Virginia and DC. 

Before accepting the call for service as a Deacon, sister Prestonsoto previously served as the Chair of the Audit 

Committee and is a member of the Social Justice Ministry and Missionary Ministry.  She also participates in the Iron 

Sharpens Iron Sunday School class.   

The one thing that has been her driving force throughout sister Prestonsoto’s life is her love for God and knowing that He 

always has been and forever will be her Protector, her Father, and her Savior.  She lives her life knowing that she is 

nothing without God and endeavors to remain a humble servant. 

Sister Prestonsoto’s two favorite Bible passages are Psalm 24 and Ephesians 6:10-20.  Her favorite hymns are “Lead Me, 

Guide Me” and “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah” (in honor of her father). 
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USHER UPDATE 

BY MICHAEL MINICHINI, PRESIDENT USHER MINISTRY 
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From Our Church Library 
Shiloh Baptist Church (New Site) Authors 

We have several authors among the current and past members of our congregation 
and are continuing to feature them in the newsletter.  Featured this month is the 
father and daughter duo, Christopher O’Neal and daughter Kennedy O’Neal.   They 
have blessed us and the community with their knowledge of finance. 

The Shiloh New Site family celebrated with 
Kennedy when she received national acclaim and 
notoriety in 2018 for the book she co-wrote with 
her father, The Adventures of Super Kennedy.  In 
her book, she teaches youngsters how to save and 
earn money.  Although she has a variety of 
interests like many children, she has a special 
interest in saving and investing. This interest, 
which was nurtured by her parents, was used to 
bless and educate children on money matters 
through writing and publishing a book. 

Kennedy’s saving and investing tips have really 
taken off.  She made guest appearances on Good 
Morning America as an Awesome Kid for the 
month of March and The Steve Harvey & 
Taylor Thomas Tots to Teens Expo in 
Maryland.  She was featured on NBC Channel 
12 in Richmond, CBS Channel 6 News and 
the Virginia This Morning show. 

She and her dad also do speaking engagements at 
schools. Please check out her website at 
www.superkennedy.com. 

While Kennedy’s book is for children, her dad, 
Christopher O’Neal wrote a book on money 
matters for adults in 2016.  Done Deal: What 
“They” Never Told You About Money is a guide 
on how to become financially savvy.  He offers 
tips on topics such as what to teach your 
children, real estate, saving, debt, retirement and 
investing. This how-to guide has valuable 
information for teens and adults no matter what 
stage you are in life. 

http://www.superkennedy.com/
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Ladies, please join us on Wednesday evenings at  
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7:30PM for our summer Bible study,  

“Faithful, Abundant, True” by Moore, Shirer,  

and Arthur. Please purchase your workbook  

and join us as Minister Portia Sayles leads us  

in this study.  All women of the church are  

welcome to join us and feel free to bring a friend. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 17-21, 2019 @ 0615 – 8:30 

PRE-ON-LINE REGISTRIATION IS REQIRED! 

Participants:http://vbspro.events/p/events/90ba98/

sessions/37334/new 

Volunteers:http://vbspro.events/p/events/90ba98/s

essions/37334/volunteers/new 

http://vbspro.events/p/events/90ba98/sessions/37334/new
http://vbspro.events/p/events/90ba98/sessions/37334/new
http://vbspro.events/p/events/90ba98/sessions/37334/volunteers/new
http://vbspro.events/p/events/90ba98/sessions/37334/volunteers/new
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Junior Missionary Upcoming Events 

*Sunday, June 16th -    Father’s Day Appreciation after the 10 AM service.

*Sunday, June 30th -    Junior Missionary in charge of the 10 AM service.

*Monday, July 22nd -    Mattaponi Convention at Macedonia Baptist Church in Caroline
County.

*Wednesday, July 24th – Bus Trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington DC.  We hope
to arrive at 9 AM and leave by 1 PM. The price for the museum ticket is $17.99 per person.
Money due by June 30th. Make checks out to Shiloh Baptist Church New Site. We will stop
and have lunch on our way back to Fredericksburg.




