
   

Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings                                                    

Sitting at Jesus’ Feet 

One of the stories from the New Testament always makes me stop, smile and ponder. I wonder what it must 

have taken to throw caution to the wind and not care what anyone else thought. It is the story of Mary at the 

feet of Jesus. I am sure that it is not surprising that of all those who followed Jesus, Mary was the one to 

anoint His feet. It is pride that would cause the disciples keep them from showing the same love. (John 13:12

–13).  

Martha, who was more inclined toward acts of service, had probably developed a different kind of relation-

ship with Jesus than what Mary had. While Martha had worked in the kitchen on Jesus’ behalf, it was Mary 

who had joyfully sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to Him teach. Mary had come to know and love Jesus in this 

way. And it was Mary who was ready to humble herself and offer this moving expression of love. Such spiritu-

al depth and sincerity comes only through spending time in fellowship with Jesus. 

I think that the question for us is this, “How do we remain in close fellowship with Jesus?” Although we can-

not physically sit at his feet for teaching and worship, we can still “sit at his feet” spiritually. We can devotion-

ally read His Word and ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate and teach us. We can prayerfully consider His com-

mands and then walk in His light.  

How we express our love for Jesus really depends on the kind of relationship we have developed with Him. 

If we find that our love for Jesus has diminished, it is then clear that we must take time to sit at His feet. Our 

love for Him will not grow unless we spend time with Him, listen to His voice, and experience His love for us.  

Then Mary took a pound of very costly perfume, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her 

hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. (John 12:3) 

Pastor Ronn 
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August 6, 13, 20, 27 
10 a.m. worship service with Christian education opportunities for youth 

 during the worship hour 
 

9 a.m. each Wednesday in August, Friends in the Middle Prayer Group 
 

August 6, Board Meeting 
Following Worship Service 

 

Sunday, August 13, 2: 00 p.m., Fellowship Lounge 
Memorial Reception for Mary Ellen Reyman, all are invited 

 
August 19, 8:30 p.m. 

Family Team Movie Night 
 

Sunday, August 20 
Baptisms During Worship Hour 

 
August 23, 6:00 p.m. 

Men’s Fellowship Group 

 

Prayer Concerns: 

Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Amy Madden, Dennis Lindsey, Byron Paul, Bradley Davidson, Our Youth 
Ministries, Greg Walcott, Angel Irwin, Larry Stroud, Billy Evans, Robbie Pope, Eric Johnson, 
Wayne Perdue, Alberta Hughes, Diane York, David Parrish, Kevin Rose, Claude Hinton, Michelle 
Denney, Marty Zearbaugh, Herb Stage, Judy Jacquay, The Family of Mary Ellen Reyman. 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Joan Paul, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, 
Sharleen Heckley, Evelyn Keith, Dee Igo. 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

FCC’s Annual Fish Fry 

Submitted by Gene Bundy 

September 14th is the date for our annual Fish Fry and it is only a little over 
a month away! This is our largest fundraiser of the year and we need every-
one’s help to sell tickets. Once again, our fish fry will be drive-thru, carryout 
only.  

The ticket price has not changed from last year, it is still $13.00 in advance 
and $14.00 at the door. Children 6-12 price is $6.00 and under 6 are free. 

The profit from the fish fry goes into our church’s operating budget and 
helps our church provide many services to our community. 

Jesse Adams will have tickets available for you on Sunday, August 13th. 

You don’t have to pay for them at the time you pick them up, so please take 
as many as you think you can sell or that you need for your family. The 
more you buy or sell, the more profit for FCC. The money for the tickets will 
be due the Sunday before the fish fry. 

We are counting on You to help make the Fish Fry a Success! 

Blessed with work 

In the movie Return to Me, Grace works for her grandfather, Marty, in his restaurant, and 
the two live upstairs. After closing time one night, Grace looks through the apartment win-
dow and sees Marty cleaning tables. She yells down to ask if he wants help, and he replies, 
“No, dear, that’s okay. I’m blessed with work.” 

Here’s a man well past retirement age laboring extra hours after his staff has clocked out. 
Marty simply continues to delight in his work, despite the late hour. 

Although this snippet had little to do with the movie’s plot, I’ve always remembered 
Marty’s words. But I don’t think I’ve ever claimed to be “blessed with work.” By contrast, I 
often sigh as I’m dealing with messes or long to-do lists. I can get so caught up in tasks that I 
overlook the incredible people around me. I miss out on the blessing — the joy — of 
work.Ecclesiastes 5:19 (NLT) says, “To enjoy your work … is indeed a gift from God.” In what 
ways are you “blessed with work”? 

—Janna Firestone 
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Instruments of connection 
 
Following Jesus involves much more than attending worship, as Pastor Stan Purdum points out 
in a sermon titled “The Hug”: 
 
“The spiritual life, in addition to some outwardly religious and inwardly devotional acts, also 
includes such mundane activities as sending thank-you notes for gifts received, returning 
phone calls, greeting fellow worshipers Sunday after Sunday, surprising our spouse with a 
spontaneous act of appreciation, helping out at funeral dinners, seeking common ground dur-
ing disagreements, listening to our children, working at not being a grouch, visiting friends and 
relatives and, perhaps, even sending an electronic hug. All those things are instruments of con-
nection. The spiritual aspect is the intentionality behind them.” 

 

Back in April, my brother Denny 
fell and broke his neck. Denny 
has been released from doc-
tor's care, and will soon be able 
to resume driving and to go 
without his neck brace as toler-
ated. Thank you for praying for 
Denny! 
 
Jesse Adams, Jr.  
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Thank you so much to everyone that donated bath wash, loaded totes into vehicles and 

made monetary donations. The Foster Closet was able to provide for all in attendance at 

the back to school festival.   Posted by Melanie Renner 

 

 
The FCC Team at the 2023 Back To School Festival 

 

Don’t Forget! FCC Outdoor Movie Night! 
Saturday, August 19 

8:30 p.m. 
 

August Soul Sisters Info Will Be Coming Soon! 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

 

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office so 
we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from an Elder 
or Pastor Ronn, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 765-529-
2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or prayer 
chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   

Ingredients for true success 
 

How far you go in life depends on your 
being tender with the young, compas-

sionate with the aged, sympathetic 
with the striving and tolerant of the 

weak and strong. Because someday in 
your life you will have been all of these. 

 
—George Washington Carver 


