
   
 

 

Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings                                   Thinking about Lilies 

With Palm Sunday and Easter approaching, I have been reading in the Gospels more than usual and one pas-
sage keeps coming to my mind. These verses seem quite appropriate as this busy season continues.  
 
 
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do 
you worry about the rest? Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, 
O you of little faith!            Luke 12:25-28 
 
 
Have you felt overwhelmed or anxious? Let’s think about the lilies, and be reminded that He simply wants us 
to leave all these burdens at His feet and delight in what each day brings. 
 
 
Lilies don't labor or spin. They don't waste their days worrying about what they will or will 
not do tomorrow. They just grow where God has placed them. And God Himself clothes them with splendor, 
a splendor next to which Solomon cannot even compare! 
 
 
We don't have to waste our time worrying about tomorrow. We do not need to waste our time fretting over 
decisions. When we're in the middle of a project or working on something, we don't have to worry if we 
should be doing something else. We can rejoice and put our complete heart into whatever task is before us, 
knowing that God Himself is overseeing our days and holds both the present and the future safely in His 
hands. 
 
 
When you feel overwhelmed by either the present or the future, I would encourage you to stop and remind 
yourself that God Himself is orchestrating your days. There is nothing you will face that will surprise Him. 
Surrender your time, your day, and your worries to Him and simply delight in what God has given you today. 
Let's not miss out on the joy of living like a lily.  
 

Pastor Ronn 

Rev. Alecia 
Gross 
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April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service in our Sanctuary and Online 

To join online, visit our YouTube channel: 
firstchristiannewcastlein 

 
April 6, 13, 20, 27 

Book of Acts Bible Study in the Fellowship Lounge 
Two sessions, 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.(Morning Session ONLY on 4/6) 

 
April 2, Palm Sunday Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. 
 

April 2, Board Meeting after Worship Service 
 

April 6, Maundy Thursday Self-Guided Worship Service 
3-8 p.m., Sanctuary 

 
April 7, Good Friday Service 

7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

April 7, Good Friday Prayer Vigil 
Begins at 8:00 p.m. and continues until Noon on Saturday, April 8 

You may sign up to pray at home or at the church. Sign up sheets in Narthex 
 

April 8, Churchyard Clean Up 
Donuts at 9:00 a.m., Work starts at 9:30 a.m. See Duane Matthews to volunteer 

 
April 9, Easter Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

After Worship Service, go directly to the Shelter House for Easter Egg Hunt and Food! 
 

April 12, Soul Sisters “Mind, Body and Soul” 
Eat at 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Lounge 

 
April 15, Victory Lane Car Show in our Parking Lot 

 
April 20, Forest Ridge Dessert Auction to Benefit the Henry County Foster Closet 

 
April 22 Victory Lane Car Show RAIN DATE in our Parking Lot 

 
April 26, Men’s Fellowship Group 

Fellowship Lounge, Food at 6:00 p.m., Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
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OBITUARY OF FLORA L CLAMPITT 
Flora Lee (Shaw) Clampitt died peacefully after a brief illness 
on March 3, 2023, at the age of 97 in Venice, Florida.  Flo 
was born on May 2, 1925 to the parents of James and Virgie 
(Hughes) Shaw in New Castle, Indiana. She was married to 
her high School sweetheart Joseph Clampitt for 68 years be-
fore his death in 2011.  Together they raised two children 
Sheryl and Terrell Clampitt, wife Vickie. Four grandchildren 
Trachele Hartman husband Brian, Brian Carter, Jeanna King 
husband Danny and Jennifer Carter husband Roger May-
erson.  Seven great-grandchildren Catherine Carter McCann 

husband Brian, Aaron Carter, Blake Carter, Megan Carter, Madison Hartman, McKenzie 
Hartman and Emma Jo Hartman. She leaves two sisters Dorothy Shaw Brewer and 
Betty Shaw Griffey, as well as several nieces and nephews. Flo is preceded in death by 
her brothers James Shaw Jr. and Tim Shaw, and sister Mary Shaw Andis. 
 

 Flo’s career followed an interesting path. She owned a Hair styling business, worked as 
a Real Estate Broker in New Castle, co-op Farming on their land in Westwood, built and 
remodeled several homes with her husband, was an antique furniture collector and 
furniture refinisher. Flo loved and supported The First Christian Church in New Castle, 
Indiana, an active member of the Elks Ladies Auxiliary, Shirley Alpha Club, The New 
Castle Eastern Star, Past Worthy Matron of the Greensboro Order of the Eastern Star. 
Past president of the 12th district order of the Eastern Star, Henry County Shrine Club, 
Flo loved country living which afforded her the pleasure of flower and vegetable gar-
dening. She and her husband Joe collected and toured with the Antique Auto Club.  Joe 
and Flo were best known for building a log cabin in Westwood from the abandon rem-
nants at the Mt Lawn racetrack. 
 

Memorial contributions may be given to the Indianapolis Shriners Hospital for Children 
or The First Christian Church, 2000 Bundy Avenue, New Castle, Indiana, 47362. A Cele-
bration of Life will be at a later date. 

An Easter prayer 
From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you emerged, breaking the hold of sin, 
death and hell, that those who trust in you might share in your righteousness, life and 
beloved community with God the Father and all God's children. We bow in awe before 
your majesty, giving thanks for your grace extended so bountifully to us. By the power 
of your Spirit who lives within us, may we share the astonishing news of your resurrec-
tion with others, that they also may know your saving grace. Amen. 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

  

Prayer Concerns: Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Stacey Crane, Amy Madden, Dennis 
Lindsey, Sarah Hanlon, Byron Paul, Bradley Davidson, Jack Marcum, Our Youth 
Groups, Greg Walcott, Angel Irwin, Unspoken Prayer Requests, Larry Stroud, Pastor 
Ronn Oren, Billy Evans, Robbie Pope, Eric Johnson, Tracey Bell, Wayne Perdue, Alber-
ta Hughes, Debbie Ewing, Mary Ellen Reyman, Darrell Fox, June Jacobson, The Family 
of Flora Clampitt, Bob Norton, The Family of Glenda Baker 

 
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Joan Paul, Sheila Jackson, John 
and Joan Cleveland, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Dee Igo, Susan 
Rhoades 

A new old way to pray 
 
An ancient Jewish form of prayer, still in use today, involves sprinkling one’s day with 
short prayers of gratitude to God. The prayer typically begins: “Blessed are you, O 
Lord our God, king of the universe, who …” and concludes with a phrase that fits the 
specific situation. Such a prayer works well in good circumstances and bad. For ex-
ample: 
 
• “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who has provided clean         
water for my shower this morning.” 

• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who brings friends to support me in my grief.” 
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who has blessed me with a keen mind; please help me 
focus while I take this test.” 
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who holds my children in unconditional love.” 
 
Try using this form of prayer liberally as a way to “pray without ceasing” 
 (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and to weave your faith throughout your day. 
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Good Friday Prayer Vigil Tradition Continues 
 
 

It is a long-standing tradition here at FCC to hold a prayer vigil beginning on 
Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday.  
 

The Elders of our church take the lead in organizing and monitoring the vigil. 
The word "vigil" comes from the Latin word vigilia meaning wakefulness.  
 

It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on the Lord that our members have 
signed up for half-hour prayer slots to pray in the church or at home.  
 

The vigil begins at 8:00 pm on Good Friday (April 7) and goes until Noon on 
Holy Saturday (April 8).   
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Join us on April 9 for the first sermon in Pastor Ronn’s 
new sermon series.  Scripture reference: 

Mark 16:1-8 

The brutal wind did not keep Alyssa Thrasher (top), Abbey Renner 
and Allison Madison from serving our community at the  Henry 
County Foster Closet clothing give-away, Sat., April 1st.  
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Thurs, April 6, Maundy Thursday  

Self-Directed Worship Service, 3-8 p.m. 
 

 Fri, April 7, Good Friday Worship, 7 p.m.  

Prayer Vigil begins at 8 p.m. 
 

 Saturday, April 8, Prayer Vigil Ends at Noon 
 

 Sunday, April 9, Easter Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt and Food Follows 

Jot a Note! 
 

Workers Needed for Church Clean Up Day on Saturday, April 8th. Meet for Jack’s donuts at 9:00 a.m. Be prepared to work outside 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
It’s almost time for church scholarship applications. More information will be coming soon from the Scholarship Committee. 
 
Our parking lot will be filled with activities on Saturday, April 15, 2023. We’ve extended our hospitality to the Victory Lane Camp on 
that date. They will be hosting a car show fundraiser.  
 
Plan to attend the Forest Ridge Dessert Auction on April 20th. The proceeds benefit our own Henry County Foster Closet! 
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Ark Encounter  
by Pastor Yvette Oren 
 
The youth group and parents visited The Ark Encounter on Friday, March 31st. The rain and 
storms made this a very fitting outing. The Ark is located in Williamstown, Kentucky. The Bible 
comes to life as you visit this life-size Noah's Ark. We saw how they cared for the animals, and 
provided for themselves while onboard. One of my favorite areas was viewing Noah's living 
quarters on the third deck. After visiting all four levels of the Ark, we went outside to visit the 
large petting zoo. Our group really enjoyed all the animals! We thank you for making this possi-
ble by supporting our cheeseball fundraiser.  

Front : Hailey Harvey, Shelly Dickerson, Pastor Yvette Oren, Jennifer Hood, Brenden Lanzer, Benjamin 
Logan, Pastor Ronn Oren 
Back: Alyssa Thrasher, Richey Dickerson, Zoey Dickerson, Andy Hood, Eli Hood, Ezra Hood, Kris Day 
Not Pictured: Jennifer Day 

The youth saw an opportunity 
Recently, the Internet carried the story of a church youth group traveling through the South in a large motor home. 
All was going smoothly until they came upon a long string of stopped vehicles. Whatever the trouble was — an acci-
dent, road work, a police chase — they could do nothing for awhile. As they grew bored and frustrated, some of them 
came up with a thoughtful plan. They decided to go to as many vehicles as possible and offer the occupants the use of 
the bathroom in their motor home. Soon, several people responded to the invitation. 
Then, another good idea surfaced. They saw a flat-bed truck also in line. They went to the driver and asked him if 
they might stand on the truck bed and play their musical instruments and sing. He consented. Before long, they were 
“on stage” playing and singing Christian music. Other travelers, hearing the joyful sound, gathered around the truck 
and participated in the activity. The youth had found ways to turn a troublesome delay into an opportunity to make a 
Christian witness.—Found on Religion Today Network 



 9 

 

  
 

Yvette and Tiffany 
Oren enjoyed 

painting Easter 
eggs at the March 
8, 2023 Soul Sis-
ters “Pizza and 
Painting” night.  

 
Over 41 people 

attended the event 
in the Fellowship 

Lounge.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

 

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer; 

Death is strong, but life is stronger. 

Stronger than the dark, the light; 

Stronger than the wrong, the right. 

Faith and hope triumphant say, 

Christ will rise on Easter Day. 

 

—Phillips Brooks 

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office 
so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from 
Pastor Ronn or an Elder, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 
765-529-2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or pray-
er chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   


