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Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings          Every Summer has a Story 
 

And this summer is no different! For many people, summer is usually about a vacation or 
spending some time by some type of water; a pool, a lake, or an ocean. But each summer is 
different! Each summer I also watch my children grow and mature. Each summer provides a 
different story for my life. I realize just how quickly things change.  
 

Vacations and retreats often afford us the time to slow down and look around and see what 
was changing around us. But maybe we need to use this summer to look a different way.  
Let’s take some time in July to see if anything is changing within.  
 

I believe the Lord wants me to see spiritual issues more clearly. He wants me to see His Word 
more clearly. He wants me to see the hungry souls of the people around me. He wants me to 
see the things in my community as he sees them.  
 

As I react and respond to the challenges and opportunities that arise, I need to see things as 
God would have me see them. For example, see beneath the outward symptoms. If I am go-
ing to be more like Jesus, I will need to trust that God can… 
 

               ...take that what looks irrevocably broken and make fully healed.  
 

With the eyes of my mind shut tightly, and my heart opened up to receive, I heard that still 
small voice speak to me and say, “I can do for others what I have done for you.” The story of 
this summer so far has been a story of remembrance and reflection and I am sure that it will 
lead to an autumn of fruitfulness and harvest. The fruitfulness of this coming autumn is con-
tingent on me staying connected to the Vine this summer.   
 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5 NIV) 
 

Let’s stay connected this summer and create a wonderful story together! 
       

   Gratefully,  
    Pastor Ronn 
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July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
10 a.m. Worship Service  with King’s Kids and Called to Create classes for our youth 

 
July 7, 14, 21, 28 

Bible Study 
 

No General Board Meeting in the month of July, next meeting is August 7, 2022 
 

July 12 
Middle School Youth Group  

 
July 13 

High School Youth Group 
 

July 16 
Soul Sisters Movie  

 
July 19 

Middle School Youth Group  
 

July 20 
High School Youth Group 

 
July 22 and 23 

Rummage Sale at the Shelter House (see page 4) with Bake Sale and Food Concessions 
 
 
 

Summer Prayer 
 

It’s the middle of summer, Creator God. Nourish growth in my heart 
as you do crops in fields and produce in gardens this time of year. 

Amen. 
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Prayer Concerns Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Stacey Crane, Amy Mad-
den, Dennis Lindsey, Sarah Hanlon, Craig Speece, Darrell Fox, Byron Paul, Christy 
Tompkins, Diane Sweeney, Pat Harper, Bradley Davidson, Mike Parrish, Jack Marcum, 
Our Youth Groups, The Family of Cully Johnson, Greg Walcott, The Family of Bob 
Eversole, Dusty Matthews 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, 
Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Wil-
liams, Evelyn Keith, Melvin and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades, Lula Haynes 

Mission Team Takes to the Road 
After Worship on Sunday, June 26, 2022, nine members of the FCC Mission Team hit the road 
headed to Tama, Iowa. Tama is the location of the Meskwaki Settlement, Iowa’s only significant 
Native American community.  
 
The team has partnered with Christian Service International (CSI) ministries to address needs of 
the Meskwaki community.  
 
The team and the congregation have been planning and preparing for this trip for many months. 
The team fundraised for the trip expenses through an Italian dinner and pastry sales. The team is 
also very thankful for the members of the congregation who made monetary donations for the 
trip.  
 
The team members going on the trip are (left to right): 
 
Zoey Dickerson, Shelly Dickerson, Jan Lindsey, Azure Cross, Mallory Cross, John Cross, Pastor Ronn 
Oren, Tami Eversole and Todd Eversole.  
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Rummage  Sale with Bake Sale and 
Food Concessions, July 22, 23 

 
It’s almost time for our rummage sale 
and we hope you will join in the fun!  
The rummage sale is a fundraiser for the 
Faith Fund line in our income budget. 
 
Here is what we need for the rummage 
sale: donations of good clean rummage 
items (no old TVs or old computer equip-
ment). We also need volunteers to work 
the sale! Look for the sign -up sheets in 
the Narthex.  
 
This year the Evangelism Team is con-
ducting a bake sale and food concessions 
during our rummage sale to fund our De-
cember Christmas baskets. We need 
baked goods and workers. Look for the 
sign-up sheets in the Narthex.  

Oxygen for ministry 
Flight attendants instruct airplane passengers that if oxygen masks are needed, we should se-
cure our own before assisting someone else. Why? If we aren’t getting enough oxygen our-
selves, we can’t help another person for long. 
 

The Holy Spirit empowers Christians for ministry — the work of loving and caring for our neigh-
bors and God’s creation. But if we aren’t Spirit-fueled on an ongoing basis, we will soon lack ca-
pacity to serve. This may manifest as burnout, cynicism, exhaustion or even lack of faith. So how 
to ensure we’re breathing in the Spirit’s energy and guidance instead of poor-quality “air”? 
 

By taking part in corporate worship regularly, immersing ourselves in the Scriptures (devotional 
reading and Bible study), praying “continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17, NIV) and spending time 
with Christian friends and mentors. Opening ourselves to the Spirit in these ways allows the 
Breath of God to flow into us, which in turn empowers us to reach out to others in love. 
 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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Dan’s Fish Fry 
 

Thursday,  
September 8 
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Celebrating All Men with a  
Party for our Pops! 

On June 19, 2022, all men and boys were invited to come to a party in their honor. Pop-
corn, soda pop, Tootsie Roll pops and Dad’s chocolate chip cookies were served as re-
freshments and an ugly tie contest served as the party’s entertainment.  

Bottom Row:,(Left to Right) Todd Eversole, Chuck, Buck Quigley, Chris Renner, Pastor Ronn Or-
en, Don Denney 
 

Top Row: John Cross, Jesse Adams, Richey Dickerson, Marty Weaver, John Miller, Tegan Oren, 
Byron Paul, Brian Jackson, Beau Barnett, Kevin Barnett, Terry Cross 

Ugly Tie Contest Winners  
from left to right: 
 
Chris Renner 
Byron Paul 
Brian Jackson (Best 
Sports/Recreation Tie) 



 7 

Soul care through studying 
Summer isn’t often associated with studying, but it can be an ideal time to dive into 
God’s Word. Just keep in mind: Studying the Bible involves more than merely reading the 
words. The process begins with a humble spirit to not only gain information but to let 
Scripture transform you. 
 
I’ve heard about various practices for Bible study. Some people set aside a special place, 
with multiple concordances and commentaries at their fingertips. I thrive on a bit more 
variety. Comparing a couple of Bible translations and paraphrases proves helpful for my 
studies. 
 
Renovaré, Richard Foster’s institute that aims to help people become more like Jesus, ad-
vises: “It is vital to study not only books but also those things around us such as nature, 
relationships, events and cultural values.” What are the most meaningful ways for you to 
study God’s Word? 
 
—Janna Firestone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The group will see “Miss Harris Goes to Paris” in Muncie and afterwards enjoy lunch together.  
To RSVP, please call the church office (765-529-2403) or fill out the Sunday bulletin insert.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Let us know if you watch us online! 
We hope many of you enjoy our 
online YouTube worship services. 

We’d love to know who is watching!  
 

If you regularly watch us online, 
please let Sherry know by calling 317-
850-1072 or by sending an e-mail to  

fccsherrydenney@outlook.com. 
 

We would like to hear your feedback so we can continue to improve! 

Donations via Debit or Credit Card—to make a donation using your debit or credit card, simp-
ly give the church office a call at 765-529-2403. We can take your information and complete 
the transaction over the phone. You may also mail in your pledge and offerings. Your financial 
help keeps the ministries of FCC alive! The address of the church is 2000 Bundy Avenue, New 
Castle, IN  47362.  


