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Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings                                  Experience, Truth, and Faith 

A small booklet publication I occasionally read, called Bits & Pieces, shared the 
following story about truth. 

Abraham Lincoln was disputing a matter with someone who remained stubborn-
ly convinced of his view, which contradicted Lincoln’s view. Lincoln asked him, 
"Well, how many legs has a cow?" 

"Four, of course," came the reply disgustedly. 

"That's right," agreed Lincoln. "Now suppose you call the cow's tail a leg; how 
many legs would the cow have?" 

"Why, five, of course," was the confident reply. 

"Now, that's where you're wrong," said Lincoln. "Calling a cow's tail a leg doesn't 
make it a leg." 

My experience with Jesus is not what makes it real. Jesus is reality, because of 
Who He is, and what He has done. He is real, regardless if I experience Him or 
not! 

My relationship with Jesus has meaning, not just because I speak to Him, or I 
think Him to be real. My relationship with Jesus has meaning because it makes a 
difference in my everyday life! 

Continued on page 2 
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My relationship with Jesus really has no real meaning for me unless I live it out 
each day. After someone receives Jesus, the Holy Spirit takes them beyond ex-
periences, and into reality. If I am left only with my personal experiences, I am 
left with just experiences and memories. My experiences are not worth any-
thing unless they keep me at the Source of truth— Jesus Christ. 

Do not hold back the Holy Spirit within you. Use God’s power to make good 
choices each day, on the foundation of Truth, and let the experiences point to 
the reason for our hope. Jesus, then, becomes Lord of our experiences. 

You must allow Him to be Lord over you, and pay no attention to any experi-
ence over which He is not Lord. 

Oswald Chambers said it this way, “Be relentless and hard on yourself if you 
are in the habit of talking about the experiences you have had. Faith based on 
experience is not faith; faith based on God’s revealed truth is the only faith 
there is.” 

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” John 14:6 

Grace and peace to you! 

Pastor Ronn 

Active Elder Contact List 
 

Our Elders are always available to help you! Please do not hesitate to contact 
them for spiritual help, church questions or just to talk. 

 

Here is their contact information: 
 

Elder chair-Tami Eversole, phone 765-624-8450 
Elder vice chair-Tracey Bell-phone 765-524-6236 

Todd Eversole-phone-765-465-9224 
Claudia Jackson-phone-765-545-0368 

Jan Lindsey-phone-765-465-0825 
Don Denney-phone-317-646-9948 

Sherry Denney-phone-317-850-1072 
Buck Quigley-phone-317-656-7472 

Marty and Debby Weaver-phone-765-521-2222 
Gene and Julie Bundy-phone-765-524-1873 
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Dear First Christian, Thank you for my Mother's Day gifts and for 
choosing my hat for the unique prize. That was the first time in 
over twenty years that I have worn my cap. It was fun! 
Jane Kissane 
 

Dear First Christian,  
Thank you for your continued support of Victory Lane Camp. 
Natasha Hamilton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 12, 19, 26 
Worship at 10 a.m. each Sunday 

 
June 8, 15, 22, 29 

Friends in the Middle Prayer Group at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Bible Study 
Thursday, June 9 at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

 
Sunday, June 12, Board Meeting after worship service 

 
Church Carpet Cleaning 

Monday, June 13 beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Soul Sisters 
Wednesday, June 22 at 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Lounge 

 
Mission Trip Commissioning 

Sunday, June 26 during Worship Hour 
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Kiva Loans to Honor All Men 
 

In honor of all men, First Christian Church will once again fund a loan through the non-
profit, KIVA.org. We are loaning money to a man named Swaibu this year. Please read his 
story and see his picture below. 
 
Swaibu's story 
Swaibu is a single father of three children. He owns a salon that serves both women and 
men to increase the income he earns. Swaibu intends to modernize his salon to serve 
high-class customers who bring in better profits. 
 
Swaibu is seeking a loan to repaint his salon and buy more hair oils, shampoos, towels, 
and machines for trimming different styles so that he can work in good conditions to 
attract more customers.  

 
Seeking and finding 
St. Ambrose (A.D. 340-397) was an influential figure in the early church. As bishop of 
Milan, he fought pagan influences. As a writer, he’s credited with sermons, poems and 
innovative Christian hymns. And, according to tradition, he also converted and baptized 
St. Augustine. 
 
One beloved prayer from St. Ambrose reads: “Lord, teach me to seek you, and reveal 
yourself to me when I seek you. For I cannot seek you unless you first teach me, nor find 
you unless you first reveal yourself to me. Let me seek you in longing and long for you in 
seeking. Let me find you in love, and love you in finding.” 
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The Church Hive    Bees live in a cooperative way described as 
“eusociality,” or good relations. Each bee contributes a spe-
cific skill to the colony, synchronizing its efforts for the benefit 
of all. Likewise, a church’s health depends on all members ful-
filling their responsibility to the organism as a whole. Descrip-
tions of hive life mirror Paul’s words about the body of Christ, 
with members having different gifts “but the same Spirit” 
(1 Corinthians 12:4). 

 
According to R.S. Beal Jr., who was both a pastor and a zoology professor, a beehive 
is the perfect “living illustration of how to walk in unity.” He wrote, “Those of us 
who have believed in Jesus belong to one another just as much as we belong to 
Christ. We cannot live independently of one another anymore than we can live in-
dependently of Christ. Like the bees, we must learn to practice the sacrifice, labor, 
sharing, and submission of love that together we ‘may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ’” (Ephesians 4:15, KJV). How are you using 
your own spiritual gifts to build up your church “hive”? 

 

 

Hey Pop! June 19th is YOUR day! Finally!  
Don’t miss all the fun we’ll have for YOU that 

day. Come celebrate YOU with us! 
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Phil’s Garden 
 

Phil Kinnett passed away in May. He was my best friend’s brother. Phil 
was an avid gardener. He loved to plant and watch his garden grow. He 
would work every day weeding and watering. When his crops were 
ready, he would give most of his harvest away to his family and friends.  
 
Phil had someone plow his garden when he was in the hospital but God 

had other plans for him. He passed away on that day. Fittingly, one of his friends has planted a 
tomato plant on his grave!  Phil’s garden and his generosity with the fruits of his labor were the 
beautiful legacy he left to all who knew him.        written by Darlene Parrish 
 
“Life is given to you like a flat piece of land,” said actress Jeanne Moreau. “I hope that when I'm 
finished, my piece of land will be a beautiful garden.” 
 
God, who put the first human in a garden to care for creation, blesses us with talents and re-
sources to wisely manage. In gardening terms, God gives us the plot of ground, the seed, the 
wisdom and strength to bring forth beauty and abundance. Yet we do the work, with God’s 
help, to make it a reality. Like Adam, we till, but God gives the increase. God’s provisions and 
our labor bring the garden — and our lives of stewardship — to fulfillment. 
 
As stewards, we ponder: When God calls us home, what will our garden be like, and what will it 
have produced? 
 

Left: We’re collecting salt for our Christmas Basket 
Project! 
 
We need 25  cannisters of salt to complete our 
needs for this project.  
 
Please drop a carton of salt in the bin when you 
visit the church. 
 
The Evangelism Teams says, Thank you! 

Prayer Concerns Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Stacey Crane, Amy Madden, Dennis 
Lindsey, Roger West, Sarah Hanlon, Connie Speece. Darrell Fox, Byron Paul, Christy Tompkins, 
Diane Sweeney, Pat Harper, Bradley Davidson,  

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, Sheila Jack-
son, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Mel-
vin and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades 



 7 

We invite you to take the Joy in June 
Challenge! Let’s have a #JoyfulJune! 

 
Follow our posts in our Facebook group 

and on our Facebook public page for daily 
joyful reminders. 

 
If you do not visit Facebook, here are 

some joyful things to think about.  
 

Create a calendar and practice a joyful 
activity daily in June. 

 

Think about a joyful… 
Sound 
Hobby 

Pet 
Taste 
Song 

Memory 
Time of Day 

Book 

The Scholarship Committee met on May 31, 
2022 to consider the scholarship applica-

tions received in the church office  
by the June 1st deadline.  

 
The members of the 2022 committee are: 

Pastor Ronn Oren, John Miller  
and Buck Quigley. 

 
The committee awarded $750 scholarships 

to the following: 
 

Carter Dickerson 
Mallory Cross 
Tiffany Oren 

Hey Guys! We’re having an ugly tie contest on 
June 19th for ALL MEN AND BOYS 

There will be three ugly prizes! 
Here are the ugly categories: 

 

Ugliest Sports/Recreation tie 
 

Ugly Tie First and Second Place 
 

Dig in those closets or create an ugly tie today! 



 8 Our May 8th Fancy Hat Day for women and girls was so fun! After worship service we en-
joyed food, fun and lots of laughter. Our secret judges picked our winning hats! Winners 
were: Most Colorful: Bev Potts, picture below; Best Homemade Hat, Linda Cross, Biggest 
Hat, Azure Cross 

Madison 
Cross 

Bev 
Potts 

Soul Sisters Inaugural Meeting Held May 25th 
 

A program about invasive plants and creating a 
container garden were the items on the agenda 
for the first meeting of our new women’s fel-
lowship group, Soul Sisters.  
 

A light supper was served. Come to the next 
meeting which will be held June 22nd.  

Stacy Rhoads and 
friends 

Jan Lindsey, Carolyn Oren,  
Alberta Hughes 

 



 9 2022 FCC Fun Fest, June 5 

The Family Fun Fest was enjoyed by 
FCC members and the community at 
large. Food, games, music and fellow-
ship were enjoyed by all who attend-
ed. The weather was picture-perfect! 
 

Top Left: Danielle, 
Reagan and Adam 
Rainey, Dennis York 
 
Top Right: Melanie and 
Chris Renner were cotton 
candy pros! 
 
Left: Jennifer and Beau 
Barnett, Lisa Lucas 
 
Far Left: Julie Bundy 
 
Below: Debby Weaver 
shows off her bee face 
painting.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Important Announcement! Our rummage sale will be held July 22nd and 23rd. 
We need volunteers now. We are working in the shelter house now to get ready 
and it is a BIG JOB! Talk to Shelly Dickerson to volunteer, please. Sorting, hanging 
and pricing help is needed! We are accepting donations. Please no old televi-
sions or computer equipment.  

Donations via Debit or Credit Card—to make a donation using your debit or credit card, simp-
ly give the church office a call at 765-529-2403. We can take your information and complete 
the transaction over the phone. You may also mail in your pledge and offerings. Your financial 
help keeps the ministries of FCC alive! The address of the church is 2000 Bundy Avenue, New 

Help your church by using Amazon Smile when you order from Amazon. Sign up for the Kroger Rewards pro-
gram and name us as your charity.  
 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter! Watch our past services on YouTube (firstchristiannewcastlein) 


