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Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings                                                Casting out FEAR 

When we’re fearful or anxious, we don’t get close to other people. And with all that 
is going on in the world today, we are really backing away from each other! Alt-
hough, current issue aside, I expect that I am like most other human beings, afraid 
of being rejected. Afraid of being manipulated. Afraid of being hurt, or used. These 
fears cause us to disconnect from others and isolate us in life. 

Fear has been doing this for a long time. I am reminded of Genesis 3, when Adam 
and Eve sinned, and God came looking for them, Adam said, “I was afraid, and I 
hid.” People have been doing that ever since then. We’re afraid, so we hide. 

So we are afraid to let people know what we’re really like. Why? Because if we let 
people know what we’re like and they don’t like it, we’re up a creek without a pad-
dle. Tough luck. So...what do we do? 

We wear masks. I am not talking about the medical masks so many are wearing to-
day! The “mask” I am talking about are when we pretend to be somebody or some-
thing we are not. 

Fear affects relationships in some dreadful ways: 

Fear makes us defensive. We’re afraid to reveal ourselves. We do NOT want people 
to point out our weaknesses, and if they do we retaliate and defend ourselves. 

Our fears make us demanding. We become controlling! The more insecure we are, 
the more we try to control. We try to dominate. So we try to have the last word in a 
relationship. (I am guilty as charged!) 

Continued on page 3 
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May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

10:00 A.M. Worship Service in our Sanctuary and Online 
To join online, visit our YouTube channel: 

firstchristiannewcastlein 
 

May 5 
Last Bible Study 101 sessions at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.  

A celebratory meal will be provided for both sessions.  
 

May 8 
Join us in Worship Service as we Celebrate All Women! Don’t miss it!  

Ladies and Girls, wear a fancy hat and join in the fun!  
Food, Prizes, Photos, Fellowship! 

Come to the Fellowship Lounge after Worship Service to join in the fun! 
 

May 25 
A new fellowship for women and girls will begin. Join the Soul Sisters!  

The first session will be “Thriller, Filler, Spiller.” We’ll have a container garden work-
shop and learn about invasive plants and how these plants affect our environment 
with master gardener, Jimmi Berkey. A short devotion will begin our time together. 

The time to gather is 6 p.m. and the location (weather permitting) is the shelter-
house. If rain, the event will be held inside.  

 

May 30 
Memorial Day, church office closed  

 

June 5 
See page 9 of this newsletter to lean more about Family Fun Fest at First Christian. 
There will be MUSIC, FOOD, GAMES & FUN and it is all free! We need volunteers. 
Plan to join a team today to help: Evangelism, Music, Culinary, Family Team, Youth 

Team and Elders. All these teams need your help!  
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Continued from page 1 

Our fears keep us distant. We don’t let people get close to us. We want 
to withdraw, pull back. We hide our emotions, and isolate ourselves. We 
don’t want to be open and honest. Many a marriage has slowly rotted 
from a growing distance between two people who were once so “in 
love.” 

What do we do to get rid of fear and deepen our friendships? How do 
we become courageous and take the first step in connecting with some-
one else? 

You get it from God’s Spirit in your life. Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For 
the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love 
and self-discipline.” 

You know you’re filled with God’s Spirit when you’re more courageous in 
your relationships. You enjoy being with them. You’re not afraid of them 
because God’s Spirit is in your life. In short, you love people… for their 
sake. The more of God you have in your life, the less fear you’re going to 
have in your life. 

Today, take a moment to pray, “God, give me the courage to take the 
first step.” 

Grace and peace to you!        Pastor Ronn 

Prayer Concerns Jim 
Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda 
Baker, Gene Bundy, Stacey 
Crane, Amy Madden, Den-
nis Lindsey, Roger West, 
Unspoken Prayer Re-

quests, The People of Ukraine and Russia, Wanda West, Sarah Hanlon, Con-
nie Speece. Ruth Burd, Darrell Fox, Byron Paul 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern Kathryn DeVaughn, 
Joan Paul, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen 
Heckley, David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Melvin and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades 
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Pastor Ronn 
announces 

his message 
for Sunday, 

May 8
th

. 
 

“Lasting 
Legacy” 

 
We hope to 

see all of 
you ! 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

Kiva Loans to Honor All Women and Men 
 

Every May and June since 2012, the congregation of FCC has participated in 
Kiva loans to improve the lives of women and men around the world. We do 
this to honor the important men and women who have parented us, helped 
us, taught us and loved us. We honor mothers, fathers, Sunday School teach-
ers, mentors, and volunteers in our church and community.   

 

More than 1.7 billion people around the world are unbanked and can’t access 
the financial services they need. Kiva is an international nonprofit, founded in 
2005 in San Francisco, California that allows people to lend money via the In-
ternet to low-income entrepreneurs and students in 77 countries. 

 

Kiva's mission is "to expand financial access to help underserved communities 
thrive." Kiva does this by crowdfunding loans and unlocking capital for the 
underserved, improving the quality and cost of financial services, and ad-
dressing the underlying barriers to financial access around the world. Through 
Kiva's work, students can pay for tuition, women can start businesses, farmers 
are able to invest in equipment and families can afford needed emergency 
care. 

 

Kiva believes, “lending alongside thousands of others is one of the most pow-
erful and sustainable ways to create economic and social good. Lending on 
Kiva creates a partnership of mutual dignity and makes it easy to touch more 
lives with the same dollar. “Fund a loan, get repaid, fund another.” Since 2012, 
First Christian has participated in 38 loans and loaned $3,175 to men and 
women all over the world  

 

FCC loans for 2022 include Roselyn from the Philippines and Swaibu from 
Uganda. Roselyn is married and has three children. She owns a retail shop and 
her husband is a chef. Swaibu is a single father of three and owns a hair salon.  

 

On Sunday, May 8th, Yvette Oren will share more about Kiva loans and our 
2022 recipients during the Worship hour.  

 

The funds to grant these loans are included in the FCC expense budget each 
year. Thank you, FCC congregation, for supporting global outreach and im-
proving the lives of people all over the world.   
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Expanded lives 
In a fascinating, kid-friendly science experiment, a bar of Ivory soap heated in a mi-
crowave writhes and expands into a unique, billowy shape. The change is due to 
Charles’ Law, which describes how a gas, such as that contained in pockets inside a 
bar of Ivory, expands as its temperature increases. The soap can still be used as nor-
mal, though it’s now fragile and flaky. 
 
When the Holy Spirit enters us, we expand as well. Our Spirit-enlarged lives may 
seem misshapen to some, no longer conforming to the world’s expectations. But our 
uniqueness reflects the creativity of our Triune God, who reveals himself to people in 
many different ways. 
 
Our hearts expand and soften too, opening to other people’s needs and concerns, 
while our God-created purpose remains: to be a force of love and care — of cleans-
ing and renewal — in the world. 

"God Is the Fountain" 

God is the fountain whence 

ten thousand blessings flow; 

to him my life, my health and friends, 

and every good, I owe. 

The comforts he affords 

are neither few nor small; 

he is the source of fresh delights, 

my portion and my all. 

He fills my heart with joy, 

my lips attunes for praise; 

and to his glory I’ll devote 

the remnant of my days. 

 

—Benjamin Beddome 
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Top Left: Duane Matthews 
and Jesse Adams, Jr. worked 
hard on our April 9th Church 
Yard Clean Up Day! Thank 
you to all volunteers who 
helped to clean up our 
church yard for Holy Week 
services.  
 
 
Left: Tristan Oren is a mem-
ber of our Tech Team and 
volunteers his time running 
our Sound and Online Studio 
on Sundays. 
 
 
Top Right: Jane Kissane at-
tended the Easter Breakfast 
in the Fellowship Lounge on 
April 17, 2022.  
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Memorial Day, May 30, 2022 May 5, 2022 

Soul Sisters 
 

A new women’s fellowship group begins 
on May 25, 2022! 
 

All women and girls of FCC are invited to 
attend. 
 

The first meeting begins at 6 pm with a 
program titled,  
 

“Thriller, Filler, Spiller!”  
 

Our guest speaker is master gardener, 
Jimmi Berkey. We’ll learn about invasive 
plants and we will create and take home 
a flower pot.  
 

RSVP on the Sunday bulletin insert or 
call the church office at 529-2403.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Easter 2022 at FCC was a joyful day attended by approxi-
mately 110 people. 
Top Left: Diane and Dennis York   
Top Right: Tracey Bell and Beverly Matthews 


