
   

Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings                                                    

Thankful for Top-Notch Teachers 

School is just around the corner. I am so thankful for the 
teachers in my life, past and present. In fact, I have al-
ways greatly admired those who teach. It was a teacher 
in junior high who taught me to love Earth Science. It 
was a different teacher in high school who got me 
hooked on History. Another teacher helped me over-
come my fear and learn how to speak in public. I've al-
ways had a strong desire to be a teacher. 

So, let me be clear about my feelings toward teachers:  

I am deeply indebted to several teachers and owe them SO much! If you are a teacher, 
be encouraged! You probably have no idea how great a contribution you are making to 
your community and larger world. 

If I were a teacher, however, I think I would keep a personal journal of the funny things my 
students said and did. In fact, Richard Lederer had that brilliant idea and published the 
mistakes in a book cleverly titled, “Anguished English,” in which he sort of pastes together 
the "history" of the world from genuine student bloopers collected by teachers through-
out America, from eighth grade through college level. 

continued on Page 3 
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August 7, 14, 21, 28 
10 a.m. worship service with Christian education opportunities for youth 

 during the worship hour 
 

9 a.m. each Wednesday in August, Friends in the Middle Prayer Group 
 

10 a.m. and 7 p.m. each Thursday in August, Bible Study 
  

Tuesday, August 2 at 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Planning Team Meeting 

 
Sunday, August 7, during Worship, Promotion Sunday 

 

 

Words for Daily Worship 

On this warm summer day, 
Lord, may we lie back in 
your love, like on a sunny 
beach near singing waves, or 
in shady grass under a whis-
pering tree.  

The Congregation recently celebrated Lula 
Haynes on her 99th birthday! 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Continued from page 1 

Here are a few examples that I love: 

- For example, did you know that Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mummies 
who wrote in hydraulics? They lived in the Sarah Dessert and traveled by 
Camelot. Certain areas of that dessert were cultivated by irritation. 

- Then we learn that in the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, Adam and Eve 
were created from an apple tree. One of their children, Cain, asked, "Am I 
my brother's son?" 

- After that, Pharaoh forced the Hebrew slaves to make bread without 
straw, and Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the ten command-
ments. He died before he ever reached Canada. 

- Later we learn that David was a Hebrew king skilled at playing the liar. He 
fought with the Finkelsteins. Solomon, one of his sons, had 300 wives and 
700 porcupines. 

I think I will stick to teaching the Bible! 

Grateful to be in community with each one of you, and I am glad to be your 
pastor, 

Pastor Ronn 

 
Prayer Concerns: Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Stacey Crane, Amy Mad-
den, Dennis Lindsey, Sarah Hanlon, Darrell Fox, Byron Paul, Christy Tompkins, Di-
ane Sweeney, Pat Harper, Bradley Davidson, Jack Marcum, Our Youth Groups, 
Dusty Matthews, Alberta Hughes, Greg Walcott, The Family of Annette Cross, An-
gel Irwin  

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, Sheila 
Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, 
Evelyn Keith, Melvin and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades, Lula Haynes  
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Mission Team Report by Tami Eversole 
 
We made it back from Tama, Iowa, Saturday afternoon, July 2, 2022. The team members 
who served were John, Azure and Mallory Cross, Shelly and Zoey Dickerson, Jan Lindsey, 
Todd and Tami Eversole and Pastor Ronn Oren.  
 
I believe we greatly impacted the recovery center and the surrounding grounds of the 
Meskwaki Friends Church. We had wonderful hosts from CSI Ministeries. CSI took care of 
our travel and meal arrangements. 
 
We had a great mixture of hard, hot work, scripture, devotions and games. We very 
much appreciated the help from our congregation. We couldn’t have done it without 
you. The Mission Team is looking forward to our next mission opportunity. 
 
Thanks again,  
Tami Eversole 

 
 

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the family of LaVaughn Douglas. LaVaughn 
planned for and provided a legacy gift to First Christian Church to be given upon 
her death. Her daughter, Dee Ann Douglas, recently carried out her mother’s 
request and donated a portion of LaVaughn’s estate to the Memorial Fund of 
First Christian Church.  
  
LaVaughn and her husband, Austin, Sr., were united with this congregation in 
1952. They were faithful and loving church members. Austin, Sr. passed away in 
1987 leaving behind his wife and two children, Austin and Dee Ann. Austin, Jr., 
sadly passed away in 2020.   
  
LaVaughn enjoyed a long and fruitful life of Christian service and left this earth 
to be with the Lord at the age of 101 years on August 13, 2021.  
  
We thank the Douglas family for their faithful Christian walk and appreciate 
their devotion to the ideals of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Their 
generosity will help us continue to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ 
throughout our community and the world.   
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Henry County Foster Closet,  

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the outpouring of 

love, clothes and baby/toddler items this past week for my 

daughter’s first placement. We were literally moved to tears and 

are so very appreciative to all of you for your service and your 

hearts. 

                                                             Karmen and Morgan McKillip 

To my FCC family whom I cherish,  

I want to thank you for the beautiful flowers. They truly made my day. 

Alberta Hughes 

 

Dear First Christian,  

Mom wanted me to thank you so much for all the cards. She really appreciates you think-

ing of her. She is doing well at Heritage House. 

Thanks from Lula Haynes and Elaine Hinton 

On July 16th, the Soul Sisters went to a morning movie. A great time of fellowship was had by all. Left to right: Claire 
Davis, Jan Lindsey, Lisa Lucas, Sherry Denney, Carolyn Oren, Yvette Oren, Tiffany Oren, Tracey Bell. Back Row: Jen-
nifer Barnett, Jennifer Hood, Jane Kissane, Claudia Jackson, Shelly Dickerson, Azure Cross, Madison Cross.  
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Rummage Sale Results 
We’re happy to announce that our rummage sale netted over $3,100! The proceeds will go 
to the Faith Fund; a fund established by the Trustees to bridge the gap between income and 
expenses.  
 
Thank you to all volunteers who helped make the sale a success, especially Shelly Dicker-
son and her mother, Tammy Madden. They worked countless hours and created a fabulous 
rummage sale.  
 
The rummage sale, while a lot of hard work, is also a beautiful time of connection full of 
laughter and fun. 
 
Thank you to Ace Hardware for generously donating a quarter page ad in The Courier 
Times newspaper. This ad helped bring in the customers to our sale. 

Bake Sale and Food Concession Results 
 
A bake sale and food concession sale was held during our rummage sale to fund our December 
Christmas Basket project. Grilled hot dogs, coney dogs, sloppy joes and BBQ sandwiches were 
served. The “Meal Deal” proved to be very popular! 
 
A surprising amount of baked goods were sold with many items receiving rave reviews from our 
customers. We applaud our FCC bakers for their great-tasting donations! 
 
Thank you to The Barnett Co, for donating cookies for our “Meal Deals” and also to Jack’s Donuts 
for the donation of three dozen donuts to the cause.  Unofficial Results: $1343 

 

 
 

It is fun to serve others! Top: Yvette Oren, 
Allyster and Oscar Evans, Tiffany Oren 



 7 

Promises on hand 
Audrey Penn’s book The Kissing Hand features a young raccoon who’s nervous about 
the first day of school. Mom consoles him by kissing his palm, signifying her presence 
with him. The youngster can simply put his hand to his face any time he needs a kiss 
from her. If that isn’t tear-jerking enough, as the raccoon scampers to school, he re-
turns to kiss Mom’s hand so she’ll have a Kissing Hand too. 
 
That story reminds me of Matthew 28:20, when Jesus promises to be with us always, 
and of Psalm 23:4, which says, “I will fear no evil; for thou art with me” (KJV). God gives 
us a Kissing Hand through baptism, sealing us forever with the Holy Spirit and the mark 
of the cross of Christ. 
 
Just as the raccoons cherish their kissing hands, may we cherish the promise of our Fa-
ther’s eternal presence. Thanks be to God, whose “goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life” (Psalm 23:6). 
 
—Julie Lee 

Love is the spark that kindles the fire of compassion. Compas-
sion is the fire that flames the candle of service.  Service is the 
candle that ignites the torch of hope. Hope is the torch that 
lights the beacon of faith. Faith is the beacon that reflects the 
power of God. God is the power that creates the miracle of 
love. 
 
—William Arthur Ward   
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Ways to walk 
 

If you think walking is boring or repetitive, read 52 Ways to Walk. Author Annabel Streets shares dozens of 
variations on this healthy pastime. From walking in the cold or at altitude to walking along a river or barefoot 
(or even backward!), each technique offers different benefits and new perspectives. Other ideas include a 
sensory walk, a silent walk, a foraging walk and singing while strolling. As Christians know, walking can be a 
great time to connect with God in prayer too. 
 
Scripture speaks often about our spiritual walk: We are to walk “faithfully” with God (Genesis 5:24, NIV), walk 
“in all his ways” (Joshua 22:5, NRSV), walk “humbly” with God (Micah 6:8), walk “while you have the 
light” (John 12:35), walk while praising God (Acts 3:8), walk “by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), walk 
“by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16) and walk “in the same way” as Jesus walked (1 John 2:6, NRSV). 
 
As we walk — even through dark valleys — we’re never alone. God promises, “I will walk among you and be 
your God” (Leviticus 26:12, NIV). 
 
—Stephanie Martin 

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office so 
we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from an Elder 
or Pastor Ronn, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 765-529-
2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or prayer 
chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   


