
   

Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings                                                    

It seems that the name of the game is change. Although it feels that way more today than in the past, it has al-
ways been about change. It has been said that the only constant, is that everything changes. 

Those who flex with the times, who refuse to stay rigid, and reject the rut, are the ones who will be used by God 
during these interesting times. Let’s be people who believe change is not an awful thing to fight against, but let’s 
see change as a opportunity or a healthy challenge. Change can be a fresh breeze that flows through our lives and 
brings new-ness and a fresh start. 

There are those though who think change is evil. At least that is the way they act! Yes, change can be difficult and 
it can be life altering, and it can rip us from our zone of comfort, but even the most ardent change-hater realizes 
almost everything changes. (Death and taxes still seem to be exempt from ever being wiped out.) Not all change is 
good, and our “job” is to discern which changes we flow with, change with, or fight against. Sometimes we are so 
stuck in our ways that we cannot accept what God is doing. 

The Prophet Jeremiah speaks for God and declares that it is so: 

I warned you when you were prosperous, but you replied, “Don’t bother me.” You have been that way since child-
hood—you simply will not obey me! (22:21) 

All of us have practiced certain areas of wrong, probably some from childhood. It is a pattern of life that comes 
“second nature” to us and therefore it strongly resists change. I, like everyone else, have my excuses: 

“Well, nobody’s perfect.” 

“I can’t change, it’s just the way I am.” 

“You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” 

And so, Jeremiah tells us why such excuses come easily. We have become “learned in our ways” . . . we have 
“been that way since childhood.” 

That is the reason for viewing our ourselves in the light of God’s Word. 

continued on page 7 
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September 4, 11, 18, 25 
10 a.m. worship service with Christian education opportunities for youth 

 during the worship hour 
 

9 a.m. each Wednesday in September, “Friends in the Middle”Prayer Group 
 

10 a.m. and 7 p.m. each Thursday in September, Bible Study 
  

Thursday September 8, Dan’s Fish Fry from 4-7 p.m. 
 

Sunday, September 11, Outdoor Worship Service and Board Meeting directly 
following worship service. Board Meeting outside.  

 
Wednesday, September 21, 6:30 p.m. Soul Sisters Fellowship 

 

 

Words for Daily Worship 
 

In the northern hemisphere,  
summer is turning to fall.  

Creator of all good things, I thank 
you for your steadfastness when 

things around me change.  

Nominating Committee At Work 
 

Nominating Team Chair, John Cross, 
reports that the team is prayerfully 
considering names to fill open slots 
for 2023 positions. If you feel God 
calling you to volunteer your ser-

vices on one of our ministry teams. 
Please see John Cross or  

Pastor Ronn.  
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Lula (Hall) Haynes, age 99, passed away Tuesday, Au-
gust 8, 2022, at Heritage House of New Castle. She 
was born July 17, 1923, in Lewisville, Indiana, a daugh-
ter of the late Russell Verney Hall and Crystal L. 
(Ratliff) Hall. 

Lula was a twenty-seven year member of First Chris-
tian Church, New Castle, having transferred her mem-
bership here from Countryside Presbyterian in Ocala, 
Florida in 1995. Lula rarely missed attending Sunday 
school class or worship service and in fact attended 
church on July 31, 2022. Joyfully , our congregation 
recently celebrated Lula’s 99th birthday with her in 
our Fellowship Lounge where many members were 
able to extend birthday greetings and give her a hug. 
Our congregation will certainly miss our dear mem-
ber.  

Lula worked as a Licensed Practical Nurse for 42 years before retiring in 1987. She was the last 
surviving member of the Epsilon Sigma Alpha where she had served in all offices of that sorority 
organization. She was also a member of the Red Hat Society, and Big Brothers/Big Sisters.  She 
enjoyed crafts, jigsaw puzzles, watching Wheel of Fortune and Jeopardy on television. 

Lula is survived by two daughters, Dorothy E. (Claude) Hinton, and Carolyn H. Riley; four grand-
children, Sarah (Brian) Headrick, Michael (Summer) Riley, Joshua T. (Abby) Riley, and Andrea R. 
(Brandon) Powers; 10 great-grandchildren; several nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends also 
survive. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Ralph Haynes, whom she 
married June 21, 1941; a son, John Haynes; a son-in-law, Richard Riley. 

Funeral services were held 12:00 p.m., Friday, August 12, 2022, at Rose City Funeral Home, New 
Castle, with Pastor Ronn Oren of the First Christian Church officiating. Burial followed at Lewis-
ville Cemetery. Following the service, the congregation of First Christian prepared and served a 
funeral meal for the family’s comfort.  

We extend our sympathy to 

the family of Lula Haynes 

Chair Lift Install Scheduled 
 

The Property and Grounds Team of George Caldwell and Duane Matthews is happy to 
announce the scheduling of the installation of our new chair lift! 
 

The installation is scheduled for the morning of Monday, September 12th and the east 
entrance will be out of commission for the morning. Please plan accordingly. 
 
Thank you to all who donated to this project! We still owe over $7,000 on this project 
so donations are gladly being accepted to pay off the balance! 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Prayer Concerns: Linda Mackey, Connie Cooper Quigley, Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, 
Glenda Baker, Stacey Crane, Amy Madden, Dennis Lindsey, Sarah Hanlon, Byron Paul, 
Christy Tompkins, Diane Sweeney, Pat Harper, Bradley Davidson, Jack Marcum, Our 
Youth Groups, Alberta Hughes, Greg Walcott, Angel Irwin, Donald Washington, Students 
and Teachers, The Family of Lula Haynes, The Family of Scott Pfenninger, Carolyn and 
Don Gibson, The Family of Kathryn DeVaughn, Unspoken Prayer Requests, Virginia How-
ard 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Joan Paul, Sheila Jackson, John 
and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Melvin 
and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades 

We extend our Condolences 
 

Kathryn Louise DeVaughn was called into the presence of 
her Lord and Savior Tuesday August 16, 2022, at the Herit-
age House of New Castle. She was the first-born child of 
Harland Everett Query and Ruth Lorina (Paul) Query on Feb-
ruary 13, 1940, in rural Henry County, Indiana. 
 
She was the oldest of three children with siblings, Sue Ann 
Wissler, and Donald Eugene Query living. She was born and 
raised in rural Henry County, Indiana in the Straughn/New 
Lisbon area. She attended Straughn Schools and graduated 
valedictorian of her class. She was married and divorced 

from Robert DeVaughn, and they had three children together, Barbara, Brownie, and 
Anthony (Tony). She attended Indiana Business College & Ivy Tech for Business Admin-
istration and was retired from G.W. Pierce Auto Parts, Inc. 
 
Survivors include her children, Barbara (Chip) Jimison, Brownie (Judy) DeVaughn, and 
Tony (Leah) DeVaughn; seven grandchildren, Jason (Kimie) Hill, Trevor (Kristine) Har-
grave, Heather (Stephen) Gimlich, Michael (Kimmy) Killion, Nichole (Kelly) DeVaughn, 
Jamie (Lily Liang) DeVaughn, and Kellie (John) Vincent. 
 
At First Christian Church, Kathryn will be remembered as a woman of quiet faith who 
faithfully participated in the FCC communion ministry held at Heritage House each 
month before the Covid pandemic. She will be missed by our congregation.  
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Dear Friends,  

Thank you for the donation of $200 to the Henry Co. Pregnancy 

Care Center. Your continued support is sincerely appreciated.  

May God bless each one as you care and share with those in 

need.  

In His Service, Janet Modjeski 
 

Dear FCC,  

Thanks so much from all of us—Carolyn, Dorothy (Elaine), Claude and Andrea. It was a 

wonderful service and a very nice meal. Thank you all so much—we will miss our Mother. 

Dorothy Elaine Hinton 
                                                              

Dear First Christian Church, Thank you for your donation of $200 given on 7/29/2022. 

Your partnership with Westminster means so much to us and to the families we serve! 

Each contribution assists us in helping others in their time of greatest need. Thank you for 

the part you have played in bringing change in the lives of so many.             Jeff Kundert   

Please pray for our collegians! Thank you to Tiffany and Mallory 
for providing their out-of-town addresses to the church office! If 
you are away at school, please update your mailing address with 
the church office. Thank you! 
 

Tiffany Oren 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
 4201 S. Washington Street 
Marion, IN  46953 
 

Mallory Cross 
5424 W Bethel Avenue, Apt. # 1123 
Muncie, IN  47304 
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Pick a Fund, Any fund! 
 
For folks who are new here or those who are unable to attend Board meetings, we want 
to share information about the restricted funds of First Christian. Restricted funds are 
monies set aside to fund a particular ministry or project. These funds are totally separate 
from our General Budget and are only spent as designated.  
 
By contributing to a restricted fund, you are able to fund a project or ministry you may 
feel passionate about. Perhaps you would like to help spruce up the Fellowship Lounge—
we have a fund for that! Is supporting our youth group important to you? We have a 
Youth Fund and a Youth Group Fund. Both youth funds could use some much needed con-
tributions to help pay for outings, projects, food and fun! 
 

Check out this fund list:  
Christmas Basket Fund 

Scholarship Fund 
Memorial Fund 

Piano Fund 
Wedding Fund 
Library Fund 

Youth Fund and Youth Group Fund 
Culinary Committee 

King’s Kids 
Elder’s Fund 

Christian Men’s Fund 
Funeral Dinner Fund 

Property and Grounds Special Account 
Day Camp 

Foster Closet 
Hand Up 

Trustee Tech Fund 
Fellowship Lounge Fund 

 
This is not a complete list and special funds may be set up at any time. An example is our 
Chair Lift Fund. Currently the Chair Lift Fund has a zero balance because we have depleted 
the funds paying half of the cost of our chair lift thanks to donors like you! Funds can still 
be given to the chair lift fund and would be so welcomed! 
 
Please stop in the church office at anytime to discuss restricted funds and how they work. 
To make a contribution to a restricted fund, just place your donation in an envelope 
marked with the fund name and place it in the offering bowl or mail your donation to 
2000 Bundy Avenue, New Castle, IN 47362.  

Thank you! 
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We are currently studying a lesson 
 series called, “Secrets of the Bible.” 

  

Both Youth Groups will meet from 6:30pm – 8:00pm and will be  
together for games, but will separate for lessons and discussion time.  

 
September 11th 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
“Secrets of the Afterlife” 

  
September 25th 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
“Secrets of King Saul” 

  
October 9th 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
“Secrets of King David” 

  
October 23rd 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
“Secrets of Solomon” 

  

If you are interested in supporting the youth,  

please talk with Yvette Oren, 765-577-1408.  

 Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings continued from page 1 

Change—real change—takes place slowly. Far too many people give up and get discouraged. 
Learning to play a musical instrument and to become a musician takes dedication and an atti-
tude turned toward learning. It takes time. 

What changes are you going to make during the next six months to make you more success-
ful in spiritual matters? 

Since the name of the game is change, let’s play to win! 

 

Pastor Ronn 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

 
The August gathering of Soul Sisters 

women’s fellowship was well-
attended and the evening was full 

of learning and laughter! 
 

The ladies to the left were lucky 
prize winners. Bottom Row: Debby 

Weaver, Bev Potts, Top Row: Tiffany 
Oren, Elaine Hinton, Linda Grabe 

and Susan Neal. 
 

The next meeting of Soul Sisters is 
Wednesday, September 21st at 6:30 

p.m. with a baked potato bar.  

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office so 
we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from an Elder 
or Pastor Ronn, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 765-529-
2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or prayer 
chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   


