
   
 

Volume 86-Number 2                                                                                                            March 1, 2022 

  
First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN 47362 
 

firstchristiannewcastle.org 
phone: 765.529.2403 

 

Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings: Listening, Learning and Living  

Each day we are bombarded with thousands of sounds. Most of the sounds around us we easily and thankfully ignore. 

The sounds that I often ignore are the hum of a computer, the buzz of traffic, the sound of a television in a nearby 

room. If we focus on a sound, we can easily distinguish it, and listen. 

Of course, there is the difference between hearing and listening. I must confess that there are times when I hear 

Yvette’s voice but do not listen! That is a tragedy when it happens. I miss out on important communication with my 

bride, my companion, and best friend. Listening and hearing are definitely related, but not the same thing. I can assure 

you that Yvette’s voice is not difficult to hear in most settings. 

God's voice isn't all that difficult to hear either. The problem in most cases is the listening. For me, I get too busy with 

earthly, temporal things. Sometimes my schedule seems to manage me, and I most assuredly do not want that to be the 

way my life is lived. Other times, it seems that material things get in the way of my listening. 

The season of Lent is a great time to focus on listening.  

Let me encourage you today and remind you that God’s voice isn’t all that difficult to hear. He some-

times whispers to us when we see someone hurting. At times He shouts through our pain, and occasionally, He sings to 

us in a song. For me, most of the time, He speaks to me through the books of His written Word. Good listening usually 

leads to great learning.  

God’s voice can also be heard through other means. He has given you wise counselors, friends, acquaintances, parents, 

teachers, and mentors who have earned your respect during a long period of time. Filter what you believe to be God’s 

will through their thoughts. Gain other people’s perspective. Does your conviction about the direction you're headed in 

this life grow, or is it waning? Does the information you see and hear around you bring signs of caution or signs of af-

firmation? Good listening usually turns into great learning, and then with good practice makes for guided living. Psalm 

5:8 is a great prayer to pray to begin this Lenten Season. 

O LORD, lead me in your righteousness; …make Your way straight before me. 
               - Psalm 5:8 

     In Christ’s Love,              

               Pastor Ronn 

The Christian Builder 

Rev. Alecia 
Gross 
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March 6, 13, 20, 27 

 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service in our Sanctuary and Online 
To join online, visit our YouTube channel: 

firstchristiannewcastlein 
 

March 2, Ash Wednesday Service 
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
March 3, Lenten Bible Study Begins 

Sessions are each Thursday with two session times available (10 a.m. and 7 p.m.) for six weeks. 
 

March 6, Guest Speaker during Worship Service 
John Key, Executive Director of Christian Service International Ministries 

 
March 6, Board Meeting 

All members and friends of FCC are encouraged to participate in the meetings of the General Board.  
If you cannot attend, we ask that you pray for all board members. 

 
March 19, Mission Team Italian Dinner Fundraiser 

More details will be forthcoming 
 

March 20, First Day of Spring 
 

April 9, Church Yard Spring Clean Up Day 
Help us get ready for Easter! Saturday at 10 a.m.  

 
April 10 

 

Palm Sunday 
 

April 14 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

April 15 
 

Good Friday 
 

Our Prayer Vigil begins at 7:00 p.m. on Good Friday evening and goes until Noon on Holy Saturday. 
See more information and sign up details on page 8 of this newsletter 

 
April 16 

 

Holy Saturday 
Prayer Vigil ends at Noon 

 
April 17 

Easter Sunday Worship Service 
Easter Egg Hunt outside after Worship Service 

March and April 2022  
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We Extend Our Sympathy 

 

David J. Pyle, 78, of New Castle went to be with the Lord 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at Henry Community Health in 
New Castle. He was born February 25, 1943 in Portland, Indi-
ana, a son of the late James S. and Anna C. (Romey) Pyle. He 
was a member of First Christian Church. Survivors include his 
daughters, Cynthia Ann (Ben) Lagow of Brownsburg and San-
dra Kay (Jay) Ogle of New Castle; step-daughter, Kim Wood 
Schoeff of Fishers; special friend, Patricia Perkins of New Cas-
tle; and six grandchildren, Spencer Ogle and Oriana Ogle, 
both of New Castle, Kasey Schoeff and Lyndsey Schoeff, both 
of Fishers, and Anneke Lagow and Dexter Lagow, both of 
Brownsburg.In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Margaret Pyle in 2000. 

Ash Wednesday at First Christian Church 
 

Bring a friend to our Ash Wednesday service 
at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 2. 
 

This beautiful service will mark the beginning 
of the season of Lent. 
 

The service will conclude with a blessing and 
an imposition of ashes on those attendees 
who wish to participate. 
Please call 765-529-2403 for more infor-

Wounded healers 
 
“Nobody escapes being wounded,” writes Henri Nouwen. “We all are wounded people, 
whether physically, emotionally, mentally or spiritually. The main question is not ‘How can we 
hide our wounds?’ so we don’t have to be embarrassed, but ‘How can we put our wounded-
ness in the service of others?’ When our wounds cease to be a source of shame, and become 
a source of healing, we have become wounded healers.” He continues, “Jesus is God’s wound-
ed healer: through his wounds we are healed. Jesus’ suffering and death brought joy and life. 
His humiliation brought glory; his rejection brought a community of love. As followers of Je-
sus, we can also allow our wounds to bring healing to others.” 
 
How might viewing Jesus as a wounded healer affect your relationship with him? What roles 
have wounds and healing played in your own faith life? How can you minister to other people 
from a place of brokenness? 
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Prayer Concerns Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Gene Bundy, Stacey 
Crane. Amy Madden, Dennis Lindsey, Josh Licht, Steve Penrose, Leslie 
Boatright, People all over the World affected by the Covid pandemic, 
Greg Smith, Christa Pfenninger Issacs, The Family of Peggy Ford, Roger 
West, The Family of Dave Pyle, Neva Tirey, Unspoken Prayer Requests, 
Phil Kinnett 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, 
Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, 
David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Melvin and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades 

  

Daylight Saving 
Time begins on 
Sunday, March 13, 
2022, at 2:00 A.M.  
 
On Saturday even-
ing, our clocks 
need to “spring 
forward” one 
hour. 

 

Family Team Chair-
persons, Shelly and 

Richey Dickerson, are 
putting a call out for 
candy donations to 

fill Easter eggs. 
 
 

We do not need plastic 
egg donations—we have 

plenty of plastic eggs! 
 

Thank you so much! 
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A Prayer for Lent 

This year, Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, falls 
on March 2. During worship services that day, pas-
tors in many Christian churches dip a finger in ashes 
(often made by burning branches from the previous 
Palm Sunday) and make a cross on parishioners’ 
foreheads. 

Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of mourn-
ing, humiliation and penitence. Ashes also represent 
the frailty and temporary nature of human life (“You 
are dust, and to dust you shall return,” Genesis 
3:19). Christians are pained because our sins led to 
Jesus’ death. With repentant hearts, we begin the 
season of Lent, knowing that it leads to Jesus’ resur-
rection on Easter Sunday. 

For Ash Wednesday — and throughout the 40 days of Lent — ponder this prayer from 
an Italian sacramentary, or liturgical book:  

“O God, you know how fragile is our human nature, wounded as it is by sin. Help your 
people to enter upon the Lenten journey strengthened by the power of your word, so 
that we may be victorious over the seduction of the Evil One and reach the paschal 
feast in the joy of the Holy Spirit.”  

Lenten Bible Study 

Begins Thursday, March 3 

Pastor Ronn Oren will lead a six-week Lenten Bi-
ble study beginning Thursday, March 3, 2022. 
There will be two sessions to choose from each 
Thursday. You may attend at 10 a.m., 7 p.m. or 
both if you choose! The study ends April 7. 

The study material is: "Savior: What the Bible 
Says about the Cross" written by Magrey deVega. 

We encourage you to invite  friends to attend 
with you! 

Please call 765-529-2403 for more information or visit www.firstchristiannewcastle.org  
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Worship Leader Schedule 
 

3/6/2022                Tracey Bell 
3/13/2022               Buck Quigley 
3/20/2022               Don Denney 
3/27/2022               Brian Jackson 
4/3/2022                 Yvette Oren 
4/10/2022               John Miller 
4/17/2022              Beverly Matthews 

Kitchen Helpers Needed Please! 
 

Hi Friends, as Chairperson of the 
Culinary Team, I am sending out 
an S.O.S. message! 
 

Would you be willing to help 
plan and execute food offerings 
for Easter morning (April 17)? 
The Culinary Team could sure 
use your help! 
 

Please contact me: church, 765-529-2403 or cell, 
317-850-1072. Thank you! Sherry Denney 

Churchyard Clean Up Day Announced 
 
Our Property and Grounds Chairpersons: George 
Caldwell and Duane Matthews invite you to join 
the team! 
 
Help the team clean up the church yard for Easter 
and mowing season on Saturday, April 9 at 10 a.m. 
 
If we have a good turnout of volunteers, this could 
take less than an hour.  
 
Call Duane at 765-524-7016 for more details.  

Elder Schedule for March 
 

March 6, Claudia and Tracey 
March 13, Tracey and Claudia 

March 20, Sherry and Don 
March 27, Don and Sherry  
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It is a long-standing tradition 
here at FCC to hold a prayer 
vigil beginning on Good Fri-
day and ending on Holy Sat-
urday.  
 
The Elders of our church take 
the lead in organizing and 
monitoring the vigil. The 
word "vigil" comes from the 
Latin word vigilia meaning 
wakefulness.  
 
It is in the spirit of watching 
and waiting on the Lord that 
our members are being asked 

to sign up for a half-hour time slot to pray in the chapel or at home.  
 
We will be scheduling time slots soon. Please plan to participate if you are able. The 
vigil begins at 7:00 pm on Good Friday (April 15) and goes until Noon on Holy Sat-
urday (April 16). Please call the church office for available time slots.  
 
The office telephone number is 765-529-2403. Please leave a message if there is no 
answer and we will return your call. Let us join with all the Saints gone before us to 
continue this sacred tradition.  
  

Debby Weaver invites you to a baby 
shower for Chelsea and Sean Muha on 
Sunday, March 20th at 3:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Lounge of FCC. Please RSVP 
to Debby by March 10th. 765-521-2222. 
 

 

“A request we hope isn’t too hard, please bring a book instead of a card. 
Doesn’t matter if it is well-loved or brand new. Sign it with a little note and 
every time we read it, we’ll think of you!” 

“Faith is the first factor in a life devoted to service. 

Without it, nothing is possible. With it,  

nothing is impossible.” 

 

—Mary McLeod Bethune 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

Foster Closet “Wish List”  
 

Azure Cross, Director of the Henry County Foster Closet at First Christian 
Church has announced upcoming donation drives for all of 2022.  
 
Please be on the look out for these items and donate if you are able. Many 
times you can find a good “clearance” deal!  
 
This ministry is making a huge difference in the lives of families in Henry 
and surrounding counties.  
 

March: hygiene items for men and women especially shaving cream, 
shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste 

April: baby wipes and baby shampoo 
May: flip-flops 

June: sunscreen 
July: Back to School supplies 

August: underwear and Back to School supplies 
September: socks and underwear 

October: coats 
November: new toys 

December: new toys, hats and gloves 

 

 

King’s Kids  
enjoy learning about God 

 
Each Sunday, the new Christian 
education class for our preschool-
ers (ages 2-4) is home to some 
very happy children! 
 
The children enjoy learning about 
God, making new friends and 
playing together in the colorful, 
refurbished classroom. 
 
Left: Reagan Rainey, daughter of 
Danielle and Adam Rainey, Phoe-
nix Cross, son of Austin and Kym 
Cross, Beau Barnett, son of Jen-
nifer and Kevin Barnett and Simon 
Madison, son of Allison and Ryan 
Madison.  
 
Center is teacher, Melanie Renner 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Ways to participate in the Fellowship Life of FCC! 

Attend Worship Services, either in person or online by visiting our YouTube channel:  

firstchristiannewcastlein. You can also find links to past services on our website:  

firstchristiannewcastle.org. 

Attend Bible Studies, either in person or online on YouTube. Past Bible study links are on our 

website.  

Support our ministries in creative ways, sign up for Smile.Amazon.com and the Kroger re-

wards program with FCC named as your charitable organization. You would be surprised 

how much you can help us by doing this! 

Call us and tell us how you are doing! Share your burdens with us and let us pray for you! 

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office so we 
will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from our Pastor or an 
Elder, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 765-529-2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or prayer 
chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   


