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Pastor Ronn’s Ponderings 

I’m sure you’ve noticed that each year almost all the major magazines put out an issue with special pictorial 
sections recalling people & events that made news during the previous year. This February newsletter does 
a little bit of that too. Some magazines or websites make predictions about future fashions, events and 
technological advances. This newsletter doesn’t do any of that! 

Back in 1967, experts predicted that by the turn of the century technology would have taken over so much 
of the work we do that the average American work week would be only 22 hours long, & that we would 
work only 27 weeks a year. As a result, one of our biggest problems would be in deciding what to do with all 
our leisure time. Wow! Did they miss that one! 

And now, we are shown new fashions, trends, and technology that will make us better people, improve the 
quality of our lives, or give us better rest and relaxation. 

In fact, most of us seem to be very busy people. We’re always in a hurry. We walk fast, talk fast, eat fast, 
drive fast, and even slow down fast. Schedules are filling up, school will grind on for four more months, and 
people will begin planning summer vacations. I wonder how we will handle this New Year? Will we be as 
busy? Will we make better use of our time? I believe Ephesians 5:15-17 can be helpful to us as we look for-
ward to the rest of 2022.  

"Be very careful, then, how you live - not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is." 

Being wise with our time reminds us that we are limited and finite. 

Making the most of each opportunity reminds us to not “hurry” important events. 

Understanding what the Lord’s will is for us brings peace and stability to our lives. 

Those three truths will help us seize each moment! 

Pastor Ronn 

The Christian Builder 
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FEBRUARY 
Month at a Glance 

February 6-13-20-27 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

February 3-10-17-24 
The Four Gospels Bible Study led by Pastor Ronn Oren 

Two sessions each Thursday, 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
 
 

February 6 
Board Meeting Directly following Worship Service 

 
 

February 20 
Elders’ meeting after Worship Service 

God of love — for, with and in us 
An ancient heresy — that the God of the Old Testament was a God of judgment and wrath, while the 
God of the New Testament is a God of grace and love — still persists a bit. Yet God is the same God, 
with the same characteristics, throughout time. Way back in Genesis 3, God graciously sewed garments 
to clothe humans, although they had disobeyed him. And even in the Gospels, God’s anger was evident 
through Jesus’ response to temple moneychangers cheating the poor. 
 
God always works for life and goodness in all things. Sometimes people misunderstand God’s ways; 
sometimes God, like a human parent, uses “tough love.” Mick Brooks writes: “The Old Testament is 
God for us, the time of Christ is God with us, and the age of the Holy Spirit is God in us” (Every Day 
With Jesus, Sept/Oct 2020). That may be a bit simplistic, but it’s a good reminder that while God’s ways 
of interacting with us vary, he — the God of Love — does not. 

Prayer Concerns: 
 

Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Gene Bundy, Stacey Crane. Amy Madden, Dennis Lind-
sey, Josh Licht, Steve Penrose, Leslie Boatright, The Grose and Eversole Families on the loss 
of William Bryant Grose, Unspoken Prayer Request, John Denney, People all over the World 
affected by the Covid pandemic, The Parrish Family on the loss of their brother, Cletius Par-
rish, The Family of Virginia Montgomery, Greg Smith 

Shut-In, Homebound or Special Concern 

Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, 
Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Mel and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades 
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Thank you for including me in the Christmas gift for the 
music team. I have enjoyed playing my violin and singing 
with the worship team. 
Blessings, 
Tiffany Oren 
 
 

Dear Congregation,  
Thank you so much for my Christmas gift; it is a joy to work here at First Christian Church! I ap-
preciate each one of you and I am blessed to be a member of this beautiful church family. I 
look forward to all of us serving God together in 2022. May God’s grace and peace be with you.  
In Christ’s Love,  
Sherry  
 

Dear FCC,  
Thank you for the Christmas gift. I enjoyed it a lot. Thanks for the prayers, cards and bulletins, 
you send me.  
Sincerely,  
Kathryn DeVaughn 
 

Thank you so much for including me with the Christmas gift for the Worship Team. I was so 
surprised when we were all recognized individually. What a blessing it is to worship with you. 
Looking forward to this New Year ahead with all of you. 
In Christ’s Love, 
Yvette Oren 
 

To the Congregation of FCC,  
Thanks for all your thoughts and prayers. The desserts gave us much needed comfort and the 
lantern is beautiful! 
The Family of Bryant Grose 
 

Dear First Christian,  
I want to thank the church for the sandwich and cookie trays and the chips. I also want to 
thank everyone for the cards and calls during the loss of my brother. May God bless each and 
everyone! 
Darlene Parrish 
 

Thank you for your helping hands during this holiday season! Thank you for the food basket. 
We were able to have a delicious Christmas dinner! Bless you all,  
Kevin and Angel Asberry 
 

Friends at First Christian,  
What a blessing! I am grateful for the care and concern given to me and my family. Thank you 
for the generous Christmas gift. 
Pastor Ronn 
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Star Words for 2022 
by Sherry Denney 
 
On Sunday, January 9th, Pastor Ronn delivered a message titled, “A Star Springs Forth”. 
In case you missed it, you can watch the service on our YouTube channel:  
firstchristiannewcastlein. 
 
As people entered the Sanctuary that day, they were invited to choose an envelope 
containing their Star Word for 2022. During the service everyone opened their enve-
lope to reveal their Star Word.  
 
Star Words are a prayer practice related to Epiphany (the Magi followed a star…) and 
the new year. Many churches use these intention words or guiding words as a way to 
encourage reflection and a deeper prayer life.  
 
Some years when we receive our word, we do not really understand the true meaning 
of the word. This is where research and Bible study comes into the picture. Some-
times, we know quickly what our word guides us to do. In 2021, my word was princi-
pled. I wrote the word on my bulletin board and often referred to it when I was faced 
with quandaries and tough decisions.  
 
In 2022, my word is restore. My first thought about this word is that it is a calm and 
peaceful word. I look forward to thinking about the meaning of this word and what 
place restoration has in store for my life in 2022. 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE A STAR WORD?  

 
We still have plenty of Star Word envelopes and we would be happy to mail you a 
word. There is still plenty of time to follow your star! 
 

To receive a Star Word call the office at 765-529-2403,  
e-mail fccsherrydenney@outlook.com or send us a Facebook message. 



 

You’re invited to join us 
for Bible Study! 

 

Pastor Ronn is leading a Bible study on the four 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John). 

 

There are two sessions each Thursday. 
You can attend at 10 a.m. or 7 p.m.  

or even both if you choose! 
 

The last session of this study is February 24th.  

Shelly Dickerson and John Miller pack 
bags for Christmas Baskets on Sunday, 

December 19, 2021 

Johnny Cross and Brian Jackson join in 
the effort to bag up grocery items for 

the Christmas Basket Project 

Members of the Bible Study group 
joined together to light the Advent 
candle of love on December 19, 2021. 
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Ash Wednesday 

March 2 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 14 

 

Good Friday 
April 15 

 

Easter 
April 17 

The JOY twins, Susan Caldwell and Claudia 
Jackson enjoy the Christmas Decorating 
party. At the end of the night the church 
was beautifully decorated and shining 
brightly.  

Top to bottom: 
Abbey Zaerr, Quinn Zaerr and Chris Renner 
at Christmas breakfast on 12/19/2021 

Left Side: George Caldwell and Gene Bundy 
Right Side: Susan Caldwell and Julie Bundy at Christmas 
Breakfast 2021 
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Left to Right: 
Ruth Burd, Kim McConnell and Jane Kissane help 
decorate the church for the Advent season.  

Oh, Lord,  
Hear Our Prayer 

  
Sometimes, Lord, you 
appear to us in bright-
ness; sometimes, we 

hear your voice out of 
a cloud. Whatever our 

circumstances, may 
we be assured of  

your presence. 
Amen. 

Love that welcomes all 
 
Actor Tom Hanks once said, “There’s no substitute for a great love who says, 
‘No matter what’s wrong with you, you’re welcome at this table.’” Although I 
don’t know that quote’s context, those words could well describe Jesus and 
Holy Communion, as well as God’s unconditional love. 
 
For when Jesus first invited his followers, “Take and eat; this is my body. Take 
and drink; this is my blood,” he didn’t exclude Judas, who would betray him, 
or Peter, who would deny him, or any of the others, who would abandon him 
as he was arrested and executed. 
 
Indeed, no matter what’s wrong with us — what sins we’ve committed, what 
flaws we try to hide — Jesus welcomes us to the communion table. And he’ll 
welcome us to the great heavenly banquet at the end of time. For the great 
love of God declares, “You’re all welcome at my table.” 
 
—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

New Class for Ages 2-4 Begins 
 
Christian Education Chairpersons, Ronn and Yvette Oren, happily announced the formation of a 
new class for preschool children. The class, named King’s Kids, will be held in the classroom 
across from the church office during the worship hour beginning January 30th.  
 
The classroom has been refreshed with new furniture including a television, table, bookcases 
and new rugs.  
 
Many people were instrumental in helping this new class get off the ground including Claudia 
Jackson, Melanie Renner, Allison Madison and Abbey Zaerr.  
 
For more information, you may call the church office or contact any of leadership mentioned in 
this article.  

In-Person Worship Begins Again on Sunday, January 30, 2021.  
 

Join us in our building at 10:00 a.m.! 


