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Pastor Ronn's Ponderings 

He is Good! 

On Sept 16, 1620 two ships set sail from Plym-
outh England, The Speedwell and the Mayflow-
er. The Speedwell encountered so much diffi-
culty initially that they decided to go no further 
and 42 passengers from the Speedwell joined 
the 60 passengers and 30 crew members aboard 

the Mayflower. 
 

Of the 102 passengers on board the Mayflower 
the majority were devout Christians. They were 
coming to America so they could worship God 
as they believed scriptures taught. 

They encountered many fierce storms which shook the ship with tremendous force. 
The storms were so fierce that there were many times they could not even keep the 
sail out. At the halfway point of the crossing, the force of the wind eventually cracked 
and bowed the main beams. Although the passengers and crew wanted to turn back, 
Christopher Jones, the ships Master, assured everyone that the vessel was "strong and 
firm under water." He ordered the beam to be secured. They then "committed them-
selves to the will of God and resolved to proceed." These 102 people; cold, wet, and 
desperate to land, put their trust and lives into the hands of God. 

The battered ship finally came within sight of Cape Cod on November 19, 1620. Two 
had died at sea and two had given birth. The Pilgrims scanned the shoreline just to the 
west of them and described it as, "a goodly land wooded to the brink of the sea," Wil-
liam Bradford writes, "AFTER LONG BEATINGS AT SEA THEY FELL WITH 
THAT LAND WHICH IS CALLED CAPE COD; AND THEY WERE NOT A LIT-
TLE JOYFUL..."                                                                                    Continued on Page 2 

Pastor Ronn Oren 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Gene Bundy, 
Stacey Crane, Amy Madden, AnaBella Shell, Josh Licht, Mary Brown, Dora Jean 
Griffin, Called to Create Art Class 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, Sheila 
Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, 
Evelyn Keith, Mel and Dee Igo 

 Continued from Page 1 
 

The day the Pilgrims signed the May Flower Compact, according to William Brad-
ford, "they came to anchor in the Bay, which was a good harbor...and they blessed 
the God of Heaven, who brought them over the fast and furious ocean... and a sea of 
trouble. And they read the following from the Bible, "LET THEM, THEREFORE 
PRAISE THE LORD, BECAUSE HE IS GOOD AND HIS MERCIES ENDURE 
FOREVER." 

Those incredible people exemplify the attitude we should have when facing the trials 
and tribulations we face in our lives. We will face difficult times and times when we 
want to turn back, turn around, or give up. Regardless of the results, we can place our 
hope and trust in God and praise Him, for He is good and His mercy endures forever. 

You are loved, 

Pastor Ronn 

“They praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for His mercy endureth forever. 

2 Chronicles 7:3 
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November 7-14-21-28 

Worship Service at 10 a.m. 
 

November 7-14-21-28 

Called to Create art class for youth 
 

November 14 

Consecration Sunday with a Thanksgiving Meal following worship service 
 

November 18 

Bible Study Class: Philemon. Two times available: 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
 

November 21 

Installation Service for Pastor Ronn 
 

November 22  

All Church Christmas Decorating Party at 5:00 p.m. 
 

November 23 

Bible Study Class: Two times available: 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
 

November 25 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

November 28 

First Sunday of Advent 
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November 1, 2021 
 

Friends and Members of First Christian 
Church,  
 
     I hope you are enjoying the cooler days 
and the beautiful season of fall. I just had a 
few things to remind you of as our Steward-
ship Campaign is officially underway. 
 
     First, on October 31, 2021, we started 
out our campaign with Pastor Ronn’s wife, 
Yvette, sharing a personal message on why 
she thinks stewardship is important and how 
giving has impacted her life. Many of you 
can relate with your own stories of how you 
have been blessed by putting your faith in 
God and, in turn, sharing your treasures. 
 

     This week, we will continue our journey to Consecration Day with Pastor Ronn’s message. I am 
asking you to continue to pray about your level of giving and how you will help F.C.C. achieve our 
dreams to better serve our church, our community and, most importantly, our God! Your gifts mat-
ter! 
 
     Finally, on Sunday, November 14th, we will celebrate Consecration Day. On this important day 
for our church, we will have the opportunity to bring our pledge cards to church (pledge cards are 
available at church), and if you wish, you may walk them up to the front as an offering to God. Im-
mediately following our worship service, we are having a pitch-in dinner. The church will provide 
the meat, utensils, and drinks. We are asking that you bring a side dish and/or a dessert. This is a 
great time of fellowship and fun! Please, come and bring a friend if you like. 
 
     Stewardship is an offering to God and will help F.C.C. to continue to be the hands and feet of 
Him. “Giving to Live, Living to Love.” Let us practice this very profound phrase in our own lives! 
How does this fit into your hopes and dreams for our congregation? Let us explore the possibilities 
together as we look to the future with love, optimism and hope. 
 
     Thank you for your continued support of First Christian Church! We are on our way to becoming 
a better place that will serve God in all the ways that we can imagine! 
 
     “TOGETHER. SHARING OUR FAITH, ACHIEVING OUR DREAMS” 

 

Blessings, Todd Eversole 
Stewardship Chair 
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A man who resided near the border of two states 
had been told for years his house was in Minneso-
ta. But when a new survey revealed that he actually 
lived in Wisconsin, he proclaimed, "Thank good-
ness! I never could bear those cold Minnesota win-
ters.” 

Defining where we live certainly affects our atti-
tude. Followers of Jesus, or saints, consider their 
true home to be in God’s dynamic presence. St. 
Paul was so connected to God through prayer that 

mystical experiences left him not knowing whether he was in or out of his 
body (see 2 Corinthians 12:1-10). Living with one foot in heaven and the 
other on the way there, Paul could know peace. "Whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord's," he concludes (Romans 14:8). Christian saints who 
are still living on earth can rest assured: Our true home is always with the 
Lord. 

The annual meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday, 
December 5, 2021 directly following worship service. The lo-
cation of the meeting will be the Sanctuary.  
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Dear First Christian Church Family: 
 

I would like to thank each person at First Christian for 
the thoughts, prayers, and generous gift for Pastor Appre-
ciation Day last month.  
 

We are grateful for your love and support and glad to be 
a part of this wonderful church family. 
 

Blessings to each one of you today!   
 
Pastor Ronn 

Christian concern envelopes added to 2022 giving envelope boxes and pew holders 

The General Board of FCC recently discussed church benevolence and our role in serving mem-
bers of the community who call or visit the church seeking assistance in the form of gas cards, utili-
ty assistance and other emergency needs.  

As Christians we are called to practice hospitality, but what does this mean? Hospitalty is love AND 
hospitality is relational. UMC Bishop Robert Schnase describes hospitality as how a church ex-
presses love for Christ and its neighbor through intentional acts of invitation and service.  

We desire to serve those in need in our community not only by providing financial assistance in 
times of trouble but it is our intention to develop relationships that foster love and an open invitation 
to join us in a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ and people of faith.  

We invite you to participate in this ministry. The funds donated will be placed in a restricted discre-
tionary fund. The money in the fund will be used to help people meet sudden needs.  
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

The Memorial Fund of  
First Christian Church 

 
Memorial and Honorarium  

Gifts Given in  
October and Early November 

 
 

 

Monetary gifts given by Jan Lindsey in memory of Melba McKnight and Governor Davis 
Monetary gift given by Jay Jackson in memory of Melba McKnight 

Monetary gift given by Susan Neal in honor of Gene and Julie Bundy 
Monetary gifts given by Beverly Matthews in memory of Dick Eversole and Miranda Eversole 

Present tense 

After “turkey day” came and went last year, a pastor challenged church members to ask one an-
other not “How was your Thanksgiving?” but “How is your Thanksgiving?” After all, giving 
thanks should be an ongoing act. 
 
That doesn’t always need to be profoundly deep, either. A.J. Jacobs, author of Thanks a Thou-
sand, once asked a philosophy-professor friend what he was grateful for. The shockingly simple 
reply? “Sometimes I’m just grateful I have arms.” That odd but spot-on answer shows the im-
portance, Jacobs says, of being “thankful for things so omnipresent that they can escape our 
notice.” 
 
So … how is your Thanksgiving? 

Learning to give thanks 

Last December I had my second knee replacement. Expecting this recovery to mimic the first, I 
went home to heal quickly. Instead, 10 days later one normal step led to the vertical splitting of 
my femur, an ambulance ride and surgery to insert screws and a long metal plate. I spent Christ-
mas in the hospital and New Year’s in a rehab unit, feeling anything but thankful. Nearly a year 
later, the slow recovery continues. 
 
Yet I see much to be thankful for: my caregiver cousin, who lengthened her stay considerably; 
my family; church friends who provided meals, prayers and love; and doctors and therapists, who 
put me back together and continue to encourage me. 
 
As Thanksgiving approaches, I continue to work on patience but am learning — with God’s help 
— to “give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
 
—Sandy Hyland 
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Advent planning has begun! While this is not 
a complete list of Advent events, please mark 
these dates on your calendar. 

 
11/22 at 5 p.m. 

All Church Christmas Decorating Party 
 

11/28 First Sunday of Advent 
12/5 Second Sunday of Advent 
12/12 Third Sunday of Advent 
12/19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
12/19 Christmas Basket Packing 

12/20 Christmas Basket Distribution 
 

12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
7 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

 

First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 


