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Pastor Ronn's Ponderings 

What is ‘Advent’ Anyway? 
 

The word “advent” comes to us from the Latin 
word “adventus.” It means coming or visiting. 
In the earliest days of its celebration, Chris-
tians regarded Advent as a period of prepara-
tion for the baptism of new believers on the 
day of Epiphany (January 6). Early believers 
did not associate it closely with Jesus’ birth. 
However, by the 8th century, Christians, from 
Rome, had tied Advent to Christ’s second com-
ing, not his birth. 
 
It wasn’t until the Middle Ages that Advent evolved into a period of time of preparing 
to celebrate his birth and anticipate His return. 
 
It is a time of hopeful expectation, a time to reflect on our need for the one who came 
to “save his people from their sins.” Expectant waiting is the overarching theme of 
Advent, and each week focuses on a different posture of anticipation. 
 
Waiting in hope: Not the mere fervent wishing of the modern understanding of hope, 
but hope that is based in assured faith. “I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am” (John 14:3). 
 
Waiting in peace: Wholly surrendered and no longer at war with God; the peace the 
angels were referring to when they sang, “on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests” (Luke 2:14b). 
 

Continued on page 2 
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Prayer Concerns : 

Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Gene Bundy, Stacey Crane. Amy Madden, 
Dennis Lindsey, Jeanne Reyman, Josh Licht, Dora Jean Griffin, AnaBella Shell, 
Mary Brown. Doug Hallam 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan 

Paul, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, 
David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Mel and Dee Igo, Susan Rhoades 

 Continued from Page 1 
 

Waiting in joy: In Jesus, God the Father fulfills his promise to reconcile his people to 
himself (Romans 5:6-11); as baby John leapt for joy in his mother’s womb, so also 
do our spirits leap for a joy that transcends our circumstances (Luke 1). 
 
Waiting in love: In the love of the Father, who “so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). 
 
What benefit is there to observe Advent? For me, Advent is a time to draw near to 
God. In the course of the busy and often materialistic holiday season, Advent re-
minds me to stay focused on Christ and the reason for his coming to earth. We need-
ed a way for our sin to be taken away. Advent reminds me of God’s fulfillment of 
sending His Son to us. 
 
Wishing you all a blessed Advent Season! 

 

Pastor Ronn 
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December 5-12-19-26  

Worship Service at 10 a.m. 

December 5-12-19-26 

Called to Create art class for 
youth 

December 2-9-16 

Advent Bible Study 

December 12 

Christmas Breakfast 

December 19 

Christmas Basket Packing 

December 20 

Christmas Basket Give-Away 

December 24 

Christmas Eve Services at  

7 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

A shoot brings life 
Last year, Israeli scientists harvested dates from seeds that had been 
dormant about 2,000 years. The seeds, recovered during archaeological 
digs, were nurtured in incubators and several thrived. One (named Me-
thuselah!) became a 10-foot-tall palm tree. 
 
Horticulturists joked about marketing “dates that Jesus ate,” but there’s 
another scriptural connection. Isaiah 11, a traditional Advent reading, 
prophesies: “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his roots” (verse 1, NRSV). Jesus is the tender 
shoot that emerged from the humble peasant origins of Jesse, father of 
King David. From a dynasty that went dormant due to Israel’s sins 
sprouted a mighty tree, who will someday usher in a reign of peace (see 
verses 6-7). 
 
Some people and churches celebrate Christmas with a Jesse Tree, remem-
bering how God sent Jesus to sprout life out of death and bring new hope 
and joy to the world. 
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The Stewardship Committee of FCC (Chairperson, Todd 
Eversole), would like to thank each one of you for your 
participation in our annual Stewardship Campaign. 
 
We thank you for prayerfully considering your commit-
ment to our ministries and your financial support of those 
ministries. Pledge cards are still available and may be 
turned in anytime throughout the year.  
 
Lastly, we would like to tell you how thankful we are to 
those who shared their dreams for FCC with us! Our 
hearts were warmed as we read and compiled your 
dreams for our vibrant future. Like pledge cards, dreams 
can be shared throughout the whole year. 
 
Our pledge total will be announced at the Annual Meet-
ing of the Congregation on Sunday, December 5, 2021 

The Staff of First Christian Church would like to extend to you a hearty Merry Christmas! As we 
journey through this season of expectation together, we would like to thank you for the privilege of 
serving alongside each one of you in ministry. 
 

In the New Year, may you find Hope, Peace Love and Joy —as only Jesus Christ can bring! 
 

Pastor Ronn Oren, Marty Weaver, Sherry Denney, Virginia Howard 
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The greatest gift-giver 
 
When we give each other Christmas presents in [God’s] name, 
let us remember that he has given us the sun and the moon and 
the stars, the earth with its forests and mountains and oceans 
— and all that lives and moves upon them. He has given us all 
green things and everything that blossoms and bears fruit and 
all that we quarrel about and all that we have misused. And to 
save us from our own foolishness, from all our sins, he came 
down to earth and gave us himself. 
 
—Sigrid Undset 

The annual meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday, 
December 5, 2021 directly following worship service. The lo-
cation of the meeting will be the Sanctuary.  
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Dear First Christian Church Family: 

 
 

Thank you Elders for your cards and prayers.  
 

I’ve had a little set back but up and about again 
 and feeling much better. 

 
In Jesus’ Name,  
David Williams  

 
 

Christian concern envelopes added to 2022 giving envelope boxes and pew holders 

The General Board of FCC recently discussed church benevolence and our role in serving mem-
bers of the community who call or visit the church seeking assistance in the form of gas cards, utili-
ty assistance and other emergency needs.  

As Christians we are called to practice hospitality, but what does this mean? Hospitality is love 
AND hospitality is relational. UMC Bishop Robert Schnase describes hospitality as how a church 
expresses love for Christ and its neighbor through intentional acts of invitation and service.  

We desire to serve those in need in our community not only by providing financial assistance in 
times of trouble but it is our intention to develop relationships that foster love and an open invitation 
to join us in a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ and people of faith.  

We invite you to participate in this ministry. The funds donated will be placed in a restricted discre-
tionary fund. The money in the fund will be used to help people meet sudden needs.  
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Remember or Honor your Loved Ones at Christmas with a mon-
etary gift to the Church. Poinsettia orders being taken now 

through Wednesday, December 15, 2021 
 

We will continue our tradition of decorating the church on the 
Sunday closest to Christmas Day with beautiful poinsettias placed 
on the chancel in honor or remembrance of loved ones. The poin-

settia price is $10 and any amount above the cost of the flower 
will be deposited in the  

Memorial Fund of of First Christian Church.  
 

You may also provide a monetary donation with  or without a flower purchase. 
 

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin and in our Facebook group on 
Sunday, December 19th. The amount of monetary donations will not be listed, just the fact that 

you made a donation. Donations of any size are very welcome.  
 

Use the Bulletin Insert to Order or Call the Church Office to order over the phone, 765-529-2403 

PLEASE COME for Christmas Breakfast-Open House Style on Sunday, December 12th! 
 

Join us in the Fellowship Lounge between 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. for  
a hearty breakfast and great fellowship! 

 

Biscuits and Gravy, Hash Browns, Breakfast Casseroles, Sausages, Coffee Cake, Cinnamon 
Rolls and other festive Christmas foods will be served.  

 

You don’t want to miss this special morning with your church family! 
 

To volunteer to help with this fun fellowship meal,  
please call the church office at 765-529-2403. We would love to have helpers! 



 8  

Sunday, December 5: God’s Plan for You this Christmas 
 

Sunday, December 12: Come Home for Christmas 
 

Sunday, December 19: Lost Children of Christmas 
 

Sunday, December 26: Looking Back, Looking Forward 
 

Elders Meeting Notes 
 
Elder Chairperson, Tami Eversole, has announced that there will be no Elders meeting in 
December, Elders should plan to pack Christmas Baskets instead. She will have December 
cards ready to sign soon. 
 
There WILL be an Elders meeting in  January. The date is January 16th directly following 
Worship Service. 
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7 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

Please join us for Worship.  
ALL doors are open for you! 

 

Friends, we want to always offer an extravagant  
Welcome to All, but can we do that with one of our 
entrance doors locked? 
 

Going forward, all three of our entrance doors will be 
open. 
 

Please make sure to stop in the bell tower foyer to see 
our beautiful Christmas decorations. 
 

You may bring a cardinal figurine to place in our cab-
inet to remember a loved one during this holiday sea-
son. Please do not bring irreplaceable figurines or 
family heirlooms. Please place your name on the bot-
tom so your bird can be returned to you.  
 

Peace be with you.   
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Advent has begun! You are encour-
aged to join us for Sunday Worship 
Service at ten a.m. 
 

12/5 Second Sunday of Advent 
12/12 Third Sunday of Advent 
12/19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
 

12/24 Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Services 
7 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

 

First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 


