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A Message from Rev. Ronn 

Decisions, Decisions, Decisions 

Deciding where and when to travel is not a diffi-
cult decision to make. In fact, it is usually decid-
ed for us. To watch a sporting event, a trip to visit 
relatives, or just to get out of town on my day off. 
When Yvette and I travel together we have at 
least one very difficult decision to make. Some-
times, it is such a hard decision that one might 
think there are eternal consequences at risk. The 
question is this: “Where do you want to eat?” 

The answer to that question is the same every sin-
gle time: “I don’t know.” 

That is followed by another deep and probing question: “What do you feel like eating?” 

The surprising answer to that follow up question is: “I don’t know.” 

Sometimes we narrow it down by choosing three options and the other person choosing 
two, and so on. Other times, we look for coupons or see if there are any “specials.” 

Did you know that the average person makes over 2,500 choices every day? Some of 
those decisions are quite trivial, just like deciding where to pick up a sandwich. Other 
decisions though are much, much more important, and often difficult. These more diffi-
cult decisions almost always have consequences that last far beyond the day they are 
made. 

Continued on Page 2 

Rev. Ronn Oren 
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Shirts for Shoes 
 

See Azure Cross to purchase a HCFC t-shirt! 

Continued from Page 1 
 

Because of that, choosing to live according to the Spirit is of utmost importance when 
having to make decisions. One way God speaks to you is through your spirit. It is like 
hearing that small “voice” inside that prompts you when you should or shouldn’t do 
something. Those times when you choose to obey God’s leading, or that “inner voice,” 
then you will always make the right choice! 

Galatians 5:16 states, “If you live by the Spirit, you’ll not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 

I John 3:21 says that a guilty conscience hinders communication with our Heavenly Fa-
ther. This is important for believers to remember and to quickly repent if you’ve made a 
mistake. God has wonderful things in store for anyone who chooses to follow His lead-
ings and His plans. 

Being able to listen for God’s leadings leads us toward good things for our lives and 
leads us away from strife, sin and spiritual pain. If you need a clean conscience, take 
that up with the appropriate person you have wronged, then with God. (1 John 1:9) 

What decision will you make today, that will improve your life tomorrow? 

Grace to you, 

Pastor Ronn 

For love of animals 
St. Francis of Assisi, known for his affection for animals, is honored on October 4. Some congre-
gations observe this day by blessing pets, remembering that God pronounced animals — along 
with all creation — good. God saved not only Noah’s family but animals of all kinds from the 
Flood. And despite Jonah’s protests, God had compassion on Nineveh — “and [its] many ani-
mals” (Jonah 4:11). How intriguing that the prophet adds this point! 
 
Care for all living creatures is clearly part of the divine character. Animals don’t do anything to 
earn God’s favor except be themselves. From this, we can learn that God pours out love uncondi-
tionally. As Psalm 36:6 (CEV) declares, “All people and animals are under your care.” 
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October 3-10-17-24-31 

Worship Service at 10 a.m. 
 

October 3-10-17-24-31 

Called to Create art class for youth 
 

October 3 

Board Meeting, directly following Worship Service 
 

October 30 from 5-7 p.m. 

Trunk or Treat 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Called to Create Art Class, Jim Bell, Terry 
Ewing, Glenda Baker, Unspoken Prayer Requests, an end to Covid 19 and 
help for all affected, The Clients of the Henry County Foster Closet Ministry, 
Gene Bundy, Stacey Crane, All Medical Workers, Emily Dishman, The Family 
of Melba McKnight, The Family of Miranda Eversole, Aimee Boles 
 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, 
Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, 
David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Mel and Dee Igo 
 

Going to extremes:  When a herd of elephants ventured into a town in eastern India, people 
chased them away. But soon they learned that a baby elephant had fallen into a 30-foot 
well and been left behind. Workers had to use three backhoes to free the calf, breaking 
down the brick well and digging a sloping trench for the youngster to walk out on. 

Righting a wrong — and even saving a life — may require extreme measures. A structure 
holding someone captive may need to be torn down. And in many cases, it’s better to allow 
the trapped one as much independence and agency as possible. Rather than hoisting the 
elephant out vertically, which might have been dangerous and traumatic, helpers made a 
path so it could take part in attaining its freedom. 

God often works like this, restoring and equipping us to partner with him. How can we as-
sist others while granting them the dignity of being part of the solution? 
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We extend our sympathy to the family of 
Melba McKnight  

 
Melba Jane McKnight, age 88, of New Castle passed away 
Sunday morning, September 26, 2021 at Henry Community 
Health Center. 
 
She was born in a farmhouse on Sulphur Springs Road on 
May 28, 1933, the daughter of Robert Hayes and Cora N.C. 
(Campbell) McLane; the granddaughter of Robert Cowan 
and Polly Jane (Jones) McLane and Albert Sweden and Min-
nie Frances (Marcum) Campbell. 

 
Mrs. McKnight lived her entire life in Henry County. She resided with her family at 307 
South 26th Street before moving to 1606 Roosevelt Avenue, and then to a farm on 
County Road 100 North, northwest of New Castle. She attended Sugar Grove and 
Westwood grade schools and New Castle Junior-Senior High School, graduating in 
1951. She went on to attend Indiana Business College in New Castle, and then, Ball 
State University. 
 
She had a long working career which included Bell Telephone Company, Henry 
County Savings and Loan (15 years), S.S. Kresge Company, W.T. Grants Department 
Store, Henry County Memorial Hospital (20 years), J.C. Penney Catalog in New Castle 
and J.C. Penny store at the Muncie Mall (seven years) and Modernfold. She owned 
and operated Jane’s Cute Crafts from her home. 
 
Church was at the center of Melba’s life. She was raised in the New Castle First 
Church of the Nazarene and was a founding member and treasurer of Spiceland 
Church of the Nazarene. She occasionally was asked to lead singing there. After her 
marriage to William McKnight, she and her husband became active in the First Chris-
tian Church where she served as both a board member and deacon. She and Bill 
were youth group leaders for many years. 
 
Left to cherish her loving memory include a son, Rick Gann (wife, Virginia Dickerson) 
of Indianapolis; a step-daughter, Sabra Bell (husband, Jack) of Indianapolis; stepson, 
Charles McKnight (wife, Beth) of New Castle; one brother, Robert McLane (Elizabeth) 
of Washington, Indiana; one sister, Carolyn Eads of Apache Junction, Arizona; four 
step-grandchildren, Adam (companion, Kim) Bell, Jeremy Bell, Layla and Harley 
McKnight; four step-great-grandchildren, Dakota Bell, Brittani Cowan, Piper and 
Reed Brummett; several nieces, nephews and cousins also survive. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Cora and Robert McLane; her husband of 
50+ years, William McKnight whom passed away in November of 2018. 

Thankfulness in action 
 

Thanksgiving is a spiritual exercise, necessary to the building of a healthy soul. It takes us out of the 
stuffiness of ourselves into the fresh breeze and sunlight of the will of God. 
 

Elisabeth Elliot, Keep a Quiet Heart 
 

To speak gratitude is courteous and pleasant, to enact gratitude is generous and noble, but to live 
gratitude is to touch heaven. 
 

—Johannes Gaertner 
 

Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the 
bridge you build to overcome evil and welcome good. 
 

—Maya Angelou 
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Dear First Christian Church,   
Thank you so much for all your thoughts, pray-
ers and coming to the visitation. 
 

The flowers you sent are beautiful and much 
appreciated.  
 

The thoughtful travel comfort bags were great. 
The family enjoyed them. 
 

Mom truly loved, appreciated, and missed be-
ing in the church services.   

Love, Dee Ann Douglas 

Dear Scholarship Committee,  
 
Thank you so much for awarding me the Hall/Shough Scholarship! I appreciate 
you supporting my education the past four years, and I am happy to announce 
that I have accepted a sales job at Owens Corning post-graduation. 
 
I could not have done this without your help. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Olivia Neal 

Dear First Christian Church Community,  
 
How very kind of you to donate to the Joseph R. Eversole legacy fund. It will 
benefit the marginalized in our community. 
 
We appreciate your thoughtfulness and caring. Thank you, from our entire fami-
ly. 
 
The Eversole Family 
 
 
Dear FCC,  
Thank you for all of the support through the years and blessing me with the best 
church family! Thank you for helping me further my education! 
 
Love,  
Mallory Cross 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

The Memorial Fund of  
First Christian Church 

 
 

Making a monetary donation to the Memorial 
Fund of First Christian Church is a beautiful and 
lasting way to remember loved ones who have 
passed and also to honor our loved ones still 
with us.  

 
Contributing funds to preserve our building and grounds, and to continue cherished traditions 
is a thoughtful way to give. This fund is managed by the Trustees and is used for church pro-
jects. Please consider sending a donation to remember a loved one or friend. Sending a dona-
tion on a special day such as a birthday is a great way to honor your loved one! 
 
At Easter and Christmas, a portion of each chancel flower purchased goes to the Memorial 
Fund.  
 

 2021 Contributions In Honor and In Memory 
 

Spring Flowers Given in Memory of: 

Nancy Lindsey, her mother; given by Jan Lindsey 

O.B. & Virginia Smith, W.O. & Mattie Neal, Paul & Gaye Matthews, Bill Smith, Brenda Pfenninger, her parents; his grandparents; his 
parents; her brother and sister: given by Beverly and Duane Matthews 
 

Jane & Leonard Comer, her mother and father; given by Debby & Marty Weaver 
 
Max & Martha Cory and Jesse & Joanne Jackson, their parents; given by Claudia & Brian Jackson 
 

Jacob Bell, Ray & Barbara Crabtree, their son; her parents; given by Tracey and Jim Bell 
 
In Remembrance of Loved Ones Passed; given by Susan & Mike Neal 
 
Joe Clampitt, her husband; given by Flo Clampitt 
 
John A. Haynes, their son, brother and father; given by Lula Haynes, Elaine Hinton and Andrea Powers 
 
Margaret Pyle, his wife; given by Dave Pyle 
 
Jesse and Margaret Adams, his parents; given by Jesse Adams, Jr. 
 
Spring Flowers Given in Honor of: 

Colbie, Cash, Max & Mia Jackson, Beau Barnett, their grandchildren; given by Claudia & Brian Jackson 
 
Jessika, James & Tucker Feltz; their daughter, son-in-law and grandson; given by Don & Sherry Denney 
 
Easter Monetary Donations Given in Memory of: 
 

Gail Barnard, Eileen Kissick Murray, Kash Kissick, Jr., Duane Kissick, Emma Cool, Ivan Emerson, her husband, mother, father, brother, 
great aunt, great uncle; given by Marsha Barnard 
 
Easter Monetary Donations Given in Honor of: 
 

Ben Barnard and Family, Bryan Barnard and Family, her son and their families; given by Marsha Barnard 
 
In honor of Loved Ones; given by Elaine Hinton and Lula Haynes 
 
Other 2021 Monetary Donations through October 4, 2021 
  
In Memory of Violet Wells given by Jimmi Berkey 
 
In Memory of Jeff VanArsdol given by Dorothy Shopp, Draper Company, Carol VanHoose 
 
In Honor of Joan Paul given by Teri Aitchison 

 “My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God. … There is no Holy 
One like the Lord … no Rock like our God” (1 Samuel 2:1-2, NRSV).  
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The Evangelism Team, chaired by Claudia Jackson, would love for you to participate in our 
2021 Trunk or Treat event scheduled for Saturday, October 30, 2021. The time of the event is 5-
7 p.m. The location is the east church parking lot. 
 

We need people to come to the event and hand out candy from their trunk or a table. Our goal is 
25 candy pass-out stations. Come early to set up your station. You may choose to decorate your 
area or take the simple approach—it is up to you! 
 

Our past numbers indicate that at least 700 people will pass each trunk for candy. The church 
will have some donated candy if you cannot supply 700 pieces of candy but if possible, please 
plan to have 700 pieces to distribute. You may also pass out safe non-candy items such as pen-
cils, stickers, etc.  
 

We pass out hot dogs and other food items at this popular event so we are in need of people to 
man the grill, package cooked hot dogs and generally help set-up and clean up. If the weather is 
chilly, our hot chocolate station will be hopping. Please consider helping in our food prep ar-
ea—we need you! 
 

Questions? Call the church at 765-529-2403. 

Saturday, October 30, 2021  5-7 p.m. 

The month of October is designated as Clergy 
Appreciation Month. We are happy to announce 
that our Pastor and his family have moved in the 

FCC parsonage and are enjoying making a 
home at:  

 

1502 Valley Drive 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

We will honor our minister, the Rev. Ronn Oren 
on Sunday, October 10, 2021. Please attend.  

 
Let’s show Pastor Ronn our 
appreciation and support! 
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Music is a very important 
part of our worship 

 services. Each Sunday, our 
musicians and vocalists  

offer beautiful praise music 
as a gift to God.  

Above, FCC Music Direc-
tor, Marty Weaver. 
 

Left, our drummer, Jim 
Bell 
 

Bottom, Duane Mattherws 
and Pastor Ronn Oren 
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Dan’s Fish Fry, September 9, 2021 

Left to Right: Linda Cross, Debbie Evans, Pastor Ronn 
Oren, Madison Cross, Tiffany Oren, Tegan Oren and 
Yvette Oren 

Brian  
Jackson 

Buck 
Quigley 
 

Our 2021 Dan’s Fish Fry was a great success 
with 417 tickets sold. Our profit was 
$2563.00. 
 

Thank you  to Gene and Julie Bundy for their 
hard work and guidance. Thank you to all 
who participated in any way to make this 
event successful-you are appreciated! 
 
Mark this date on your 2022 calendar; our 
next Dan’s Fish Fry is September 8, 2022. 

Don  
Denney Duane  

Matthews 
Azure 
Cross 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

A blessing or a curse? 
Holocaust survivor and devout Christian Corrie ten Boom recounts how her sister Betsie 
thanked God for the fleas infesting their packed barracks. When Corrie resisted the idea, Betsie 
pointed out that 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says to “give thanks in all circumstances.” 
 
Still, Corrie wasn’t convinced — until the sisters realized the infestation kept the guards away, 
giving prisoners in those quarters freedom to worship and pray. The biting pests, which 
seemed like added misery, became a blessing. 
 
Anger and bitterness sometimes cloud our vision, causing us to forget to thank God in all situa-
tions, though not necessarily for them. Other times we don’t wait long enough for blessings to 
be revealed. But faith is like waiting through a storm, knowing a rainbow is coming eventually. 
Meanwhile, the Lord holds an umbrella for us, and the closer with him we walk, the less wet 
we’ll get. 
 
—Julie Lee 


