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October 28, 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends of First Christian Church, 
 
     I hope this letter finds you well in health and spirit. It has 
been quite a year! Divisiveness in the political arena, civil in-
justice and the Covid virus has our world as we know it, in an 
unprecedented state of uncertainty. One thing that certainly will 

never change is God’s love for us, our love for God and the faith we have that He will be with us through all 
this crazy world can throw at us! 
 

     As you may be aware, the Stewardship Campaign is now underway. At times, it seems like a daunting task 
to think about the financial fitness of our church and how each of us fit into the equation. In reality, we each 
do what we are led by our hearts and God and have faith that everything else will work out. (FAITHFUL, 
HOPEFUL, LOVING) 
 

     In the next couple of weeks, we will be discussing how, as Christians, we will accept the responsibilities 
of stewardship to our church, our community, and our world. The meaning of stewardship “is the job of tak-
ing care of something such as an organization or property.” In the church, it is choosing to make it a priority 
to work as the hands and feet of God and to help in the financial stability of our building. Financially, through 
this pandemic and in our everyday operations of our church, I am asking you to consider how you are able to 
contribute to the success of First Christian Church. Each of you have an important role in our success. 
 

     Rev. Nathan will be sharing his messages on how we are to be giving in Faithful, Hopeful and Loving 
ways. As we explore this, let us look into our own lives and how God has blessed us and how we might give 
back to him and the work that our church is doing for His Glory. 
 

     Also, the Rev. Ron Allen will be here on November 8th to speak more on this subject. I ask that you show 
your appreciation to him (and Nathan) by being in the pew, if you are able, to hear the messages they are 
sharing.  
 

     We will have our Consecration Day celebration on Sunday, November 15th and again, your attendance is 
requested on this very important day in the life of our church. 
 

     Thank you for your continued support of our church and the work that we are doing to bring a smile to the 
face of God, who provides us with all that we have! 
 

Faithfully, Hopefully, Lovingly,  
Todd Eversole, Stewardship Chair 
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PRAYER CONCERNS:  

Jillian Rose, The Whelchel Family, Alberta Hughes, David Williams, Jim Bell, 
Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Stacey Crane, Brad Coffey, Tony Hinton, Addam 
Copp, Byron Paul, Becky Stewart, Alyanna Chesher, Caroline Neal, Greg 
Smith, Family and Friends of Ruth Ann Milikan, Donald Joyce, Darren 

Clemons, Sarah Widner 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn 
Douglas, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, 
Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, Mel and Dee Igo  

 Dear First Christian, 
  
Many thanks for the Clergy Appreciation Day gift! 
It was very thoughtful and much appreciated. 
  
I hope you are well as we begin these last two 
months of 2020. Amid the change and challenge 
of this year, I hope you are finding times of peace 
and grace. 
  
                                Rev. Nathan 

 

Pastoral Search  
Committee News 

 

Claudia Jackson, Chairperson 
of the Pastor Search Team, 

has announced that the team 
has compiled the Congrega-

tional Survey information and 
will present the results to the 
Congregation on Sunday, No-
vember 22, 2020. All are en-
couraged to participate in the 
small group discussions that 
will follow the presentation.  
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

                                 Henry County Foster Closet News 

 Azure Cross, Director of the Henry County Foster Closet, and her volunteer team worked very hard during 
the month of October to make sure that families in need are ready for winter’s cold winds.  
 
The Closet hosted an outdoor event called Warm Up Wednesday on October 7, 2020. The warm clothing 
give-away was open to all in need. Items given away included blankets, sweaters, coats, stuffed animals, 
baby equipment, baby clothing, snow suits, warm pants and heavy socks.  
 
The number of people attending was estimated to be 100 with over 150 new and used coats given away.  
Thank you to all volunteers and all coat and clothing donors. The Closet also conducted a drive for hygiene 
item donations during the month of October and all these donations were appreciated as well. 
 
In December, the Closet team plans to help the Christmas Basket project by offering families clothing and 
toys to go along with their food basket. .  

Top: Azure Cross, Director of the Henry 
County Foster Closet displays a donated 
winter coat before the Warm Up Wednes-
day clothing give-away event. 
 
 
Right: 
Warm winter clothing was placed on 
racks and tables outside for people to 
browse through.  
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The first 
Sunday of 
Advent 
2020  

is  
November 

29 

A 
Season  

Of  
Preparation 

 

It’s time for the Christmas Basket Project! 
This annual effort provides food to those 
that might not have a Christmas meal with-
out help. Each basket provides Christmas 
dinner and three days worth of meals to the 
recipients. We also pack shut-in fruit and 
candy baskets at the same time.  
 

This year, the Evangelism Team has com-
mitted to providing 25 baskets to our 
neighbors in need. 
 

Donations of food such as Chili fixins, ap-
plesauce, canned vegetables, canned fruits, 
boxed meals, canned meat, granola bars, 
spices, instant mashed potatoes, fresh fruit 
and candy are very welcome! Monetary 
donations are also needed and can be 
mailed to the church or put in the offering 
bowl.  
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Technical Upgrade Partially Funded by Grant Money 
 
We are happy to announce that First Christian is the 
recipient of a $6,000 grant from the Henry County 
Community Foundation “Choose Henry “ fund!  
 
This generous grant along with a $5,000 grant from 
the Center for Congregations “Connect Through 
Tech” fund will partially fund a much-needed upgrade 
of our connectivity. 
 
Currently we cannot connect to the Internet in the 
Sanctuary, Fellowship Lounge and many of our Sun-
day School rooms. Our beautiful building was built to 
last for generations but this sturdy cement block con-
struction creates barriers for direct and wireless Inter-
net connections. During this time of Covid 19 re-
strictions, this lack of Internet connection has impact-
ed our ability to reach our own congregation and the 
community at large. 
 
It is estimated that the complete upgrade and the 
equipment needed to “livestream” will be approxi-
mately $20,000. Donations would be welcome to help 
complete the funding for this project. The upgrade 
work will be completed by Vital Computing, a local 
company.  

Thank you Henry County 
Community Foundation and 
the Indiana Center for  
Congregations!  

Blue Valley Elementary Socktober 
Event Generates a Large Donation to 
the Henry Cunty Foster Closet 
 
The Student Council of Blue River 
Valley Elementary school chose our 
Foster Closet as the recipient of 800 
pairs of socks donated during their 
recent collection event!  
 
Azure Cross, Director of the Henry 
County Foster Closet, said about the 
donation, “We are so grateful to the 
BRV elementary children and staff. 
Their generosity will make a huge dif-
ference for so many youth in need.” 

Thank  
You  
BRV! 

 

With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord 
 

Ezra 3:11  

 



 6 

 

Proposed Income and Expense Budgets for 2021 

December Board Meeting and Annual Congregational Meeting, December 6, 2020 

Proposed Slate of  Officers 
President Buck Quigley 
Vice President Todd Eversole 
Treasure  John Miller/Tami Eversole, Alternate 
Secretary Sherry Denney 
 

Board Member at Large 
Jan Lindsey 
Jane Kissane 
Connie Quigley 
 

Team Chairs 
Christian Ed  No Name 
Property & Grounds George Caldwell 
Family Team  Shelly and Richey Dickerson 
Evangelism  Claudia Jackson 
Membership  Susan Caldwell 
Youth   Allison Madison 
Culinary   Sherry Denney 
Mission Team  Tami Eversole & Azure Cross 
Trustees  Don Denney, Todd Eversole, John Miller 
   Emeritus: John Cleveland & Brian Jackson 
Elders: 
Marty Weaver  Tracey Bell  Gene Bundy 
Debby Weaver  Claudia Jackson  Julie Bundy 
Don Denney  Todd Eversole 
Sherry Denney  Tami Eversole 
Buck Quigley  Jan Lindsey 

Expense 
Church in Society      $600.00 
Evangelism                 $1,700.00 
Stewardship                $1,075.00 
Family Team               $500.00 
Culinary                      $950.00 
Worship                       $14,025.00 
Prop and Grounds        $46,260.00 
Chris Ed/Youth            $28,25.00 
Administration             $109,585.00 
Uncategorized              $500.00 
Total                             $178,020.00 

Income 
Pledges       $76,000.00 
Non-Pledges       $20,000.00 
Loose Plate       $4,000.00 
SS Offering       $500.00 
Misc. Income       $2,000.00 
Faith Fund       $10,000.00 
Sub Total                            $112,500.00 
Trustee Money      $65,020.00 
Uncatergorized                   $500.00 
Total Income Budget      $178,020.00 

All are encouraged to attend the December Board meeting directly following Worship Service on De-
cember 6, 2020. Right after the December Board meeting, the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will 
take place. The proposed Slate of  Officers and the Income and Expense budgets will be voted on. 
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Services in our Church Building 

 

We are happy to say we have reopened our church building for Worship services! We are 

practicing social distancing by sitting a minimum of six feet apart. Family groups are invited 

to sit together a minimum of six feet apart from other people. Our pews are marked off with 

bows. Please sit where there is a bow on the pew.  

 

Hand sanitizer is available. Please sanitize your hands frequently.  

 

We  have individually packaged communion elements and we ask that you dispose of all 

used communion cups in the available trash can. 

 

We have a drop box for you to deposit your gifts and offerings. 

 

We are following Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb’s face mandate. Masks are required in our 

building.  

 

Please do not gather in the Narthex area before the service; proceed to a seat in the Sanctu-

ary. After the service, please proceed directly outside for joyful fellowship! Outside is a 

much safer area to greet fellow congregants and share heartfelt greetings.   

 

In the interest of safety, we will not have Coffee Hour at this time. Make sure to have a cup 

of coffee at home so you are ready to worship! We will also suspend greeting time. Because 

we want to do everything we can to keep you safe, we ask that only one person enter our re-

strooms at a time. Our restrooms are small, making social distancing a challenge.  

 

We open our sanctuary windows during our 

Worship service for better ventilation.  

 

Please help us keep our congregation safe. If 

you have any symptoms such as cough, nasal 

congestion, fever, headache, rash, etc., please 

do not attend Sunday worship services.  You 

can watch us from home; text Sherry for de-

tails at 317-850-1072. 

 

If you have been exposed to Covid 19, even 

remotely, we ask that you quarantine until 

you can say with certainty that you are Covid 

free.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 


