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We can persevere! 

“No winter lasts forever. No spring skips its turn.” 

Those words of Hal Borland came to mind not so much about 

the season but about the COVID-19 pandemic.  

I’m not suggesting the end of the pandemic or of social dis-

tancing is at hand. Rather, I mention the words of that beloved 

poem because they speak of perseverance. Don’t give up. 

Don’t give in. Don’t give out. 

The Bible has many examples of perseverance. One is Jacob 

who, you may recall, inaugurated the World Wrestling Federa-

tion. If you don’t remember, it’s in Genesis 32. 

Three different times this strange story stresses the length of 

the wrestling match. All night, it says, Jacob and this unknown 

wrestler scuffled and scrapped, romped and rumbled. 

Earlier in the story, we are told Jacob was already tired. After this all-night wrestling match, he must have 

been thoroughly drained, completely depleted, wholly fatigued. He was, as they say, done in and worn out. 

Isn’t that the way with some of our most difficult times? They wear us down and down and down, some-

times over long stretches of time, until we are exhausted. 

That’s the way I often feel these days. The quarantining. The changed routines – as in every routine. The 

deaths. The bizarre and immature political posturing. 

Everything. 

To say the least, it is … Just. So. Exhausting. 

continued on page 2 
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continued from page 1 

My grandmother, whom I called Nana and loved dearly, died the day after Christmas in 2005. 

Preaching at her funeral was very difficult. Certainly, I was honored to do it; certainly, I felt God’s 

presence through it; certainly, I wouldn’t trade it for anything. But it was quite difficult. 

Let me tell you this, though. While dealing with Nana’s death was difficult around the time she died, 

it was not nearly as painful as dealing with separation in the years since she died. The pain of the 

separation – the inability to pick up the phone to call her or drive a few hours to see her – is some-

times exhausting. 

I’ve counseled women and men after unwanted divorces who’ve expressed similar things. One 

woman tearfully told me, “I can survive the thought of being divorced, but I’m not sure if I can sur-

vive the thought of being left. Every day, I am reminded that I was left.” 

Whether Jacob was defeated by the unknown wrestler isn’t the emphasis of this story. The empha-

sis, rather, is on the exhausting nature of the wrestling match. 

Jacob didn’t quit. He persevered. 

What could we learn from this that might help in these days? 

For starters, we can take hope in the fact that no matter how dark things get, there is always the 

promise of light. 

Again, I’m not trying to rush us through this critically important time and suggest that we try to re-

turn to life as before the coronavirus. 

What I am saying, though, is that we can persevere. We can double down. We can care for each 

other and for ourselves. 

“No winter lasts forever. No spring skips its turn.” 

Nathan Day Wilson is an ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Twitter: 

@nathandaywilson. 
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Saydi Flynn 

Jesse E. (“Jess”) Adams, Sr. age 97, of New Castle, passed 

away July 31st, 2020. He was a resident of Hickory Creek 

Healthcare Center and had suffered a stroke a week earlier. 

 

Jess was born May 10, 1923, and was a lifelong New Castle 

resident. He was a member of the New Castle High School 

Class of 1941. He served in the United States Army and was in 

the European theater during World War II. On D-Day he was 

helping to defend England. He was wounded while in Belgium 

and was awarded a Purple Heart. Upon contracting an eye disease while stationed overseas, he was later 

transferred to a military hospital in Chicago and from there, received a medical discharge in May 1945. 

 

Jess married his sweetheart Margaret R. Kaiser in Pershing, Indiana on August 28, 1942, on Margaret’s 

18th birthday. They were married just shy of 77 years. 

 

Upon his return to civilian life, Jess spent his entire working career in the automotive industry. In the 1940s 

he operated the Pure Oil beside the Spot Restaurant at 21st & Broad before moving to the Sinclair at 18th 

and Broad in the 1950s. He wound up moving to the Standard Station across the street and was there for 

several years before moving diagonally across the street to the all new Marathon Station. Jess left the ser-

vice station business in the early 1960s and began selling new Chrysler and Plymouth automobiles for Her-

man J. Redd at 25th & Broad. From there he had his own used car dealership back at 21st & Broad while 

his oldest son Jim ran a Pure Oil station at the same location. In 1967 Jess began selling new Ford prod-

ucts for Bill Bruce Ford. He finished his career selling new Fords at the Jack Shields dealership in New Cas-

tle. Jess retired in 1978. In his retirement years he bought items from estate auctions and had large rum-

mage sales at his home with the help of his granddaughter Jodi. He also continued to buy and sell quality 

used cars. He loved to find that perfect “cherry”, bring it home and detail clean it, and park it on Road 3 with 

a for sale sign in the window. His personal vehicle always had a “for sale” sign on the door! In his early ser-

vice station days, Jess had a great love for auto racing. He owned a yellow jeep and could be found at sev-

eral tracks but especially at Sun Valley (Anderson) and Mt. Lawn pushing off the “Roaring Roadsters”. His 

favorite thing to do was loving and supporting his family. He cherished his Margaret, his sons and his grand-

children more than anything else. 

 

Jess & Margaret loved to travel. They spent many winters in Florida in their retirement years. From 1989 to 

2006 they made more than 20 road trips to Colorado to visit their son Jesse and his family. 

 

Jess is survived by his sons Denny Adams and Jesse E. Adams, Jr., both of New Castle. He is also sur-

vived by five grandchildren. He is also survived by eleven great-grandchildren and several nieces & neph-

ews. 

 

Continued on page 5 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Continued from page 4 
 
Jess was extremely active in lodges and fraternal organizations in New Castle for over a half centu-
ry. He was a Past Master at New Castle Lodge #91 F & AM. He was currently a member of Sulphur 
Springs City Lodge #348, where he received his 50 Year Award of Gold in 2018. He was also a 50 
year member of the Scottish Rite Valley of Indianapolis and the Murat Shrine Temple. Jess was also 
very active in the Knights of Pythias with his family. He was a 62 year Veteran and Past Chancellor 
and former volunteer of the Year of Crescens Lodge #33 of New Castle and was a Trustee for many 
years. Jess also received the highest honorary degree, the Degree of the Golden Spur from the 
lodge. He was active in the Grand Lodge where he was the Inaugural Grand Lodge Father. He was 
also named Pythian of the Year in 2004. He was also a Royal Prince in the Dramatic Order Knights 
of Khorassan, where he was a 50 year plus veteran. He also belonged to the Pythian Sisters. Jess 
and his wife Margaret were honored by the local lodge in 2006 by being selected as Grand Marshals 
for the annual KP Christmas Parade. Jess was a member of the First Christian Church on Bundy 
Avenue since the early 2000s. 
 
Jess was preceded in death by his parents James E. Adams, his mother Blanche Goar Adams Lu-
cas, his step-father Lester Lucas, wife Margaret (whom he always called “my darling Margaret”) who 
passed August 1, 2019; his eldest son James L. Adams; a brother Everett Lucas and his wife Don-
nie, a daughter-in-law Maridene Adams and grandsons Jon Adams and Tim Adams. 
 
Funeral services were held at Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service in New Castle on Thursday, August 6, 
2020 at 11am with sons Jesse E. Adams, Jr. and Denny Adams officiating. Burial followed in South 
Mound Cemetery. The church provided a funeral meal for the family.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
L. Wanda McGinnis, 87, of New Castle, passed away peacefully at home on the afternoon of Mon-

day, June 29, 2020. 

 

She was born on August 26, 1932, in New Castle, Indiana, a daughter of the late Roy H. and Lestie 

(Bolden) Jones. 

 

Wanda graduated as salutatorian from Cadiz High School in 1950. She then joined Henry County 

Building and Loan - later Ameriana Bank - retiring following 30 years of employment. She married 

Charles K. McGinnis on Aug 21, 1965, and together they enjoyed almost 55 years of marriage. 

Wanda greatly enjoyed her membership with Altrusa Club matriculating through the local offices to 

become a Regional Governor covering all of Indiana, Illinois, and Northern Kentucky. She loved 

building relationships, traveling, and speaking at the various clubs. 

 

Wanda was a long-time member of the First Christian Church where she served as a lady deacon. 

She enjoyed her home, cooking, her flowers, and in recent years acquired the skill of making jewel-

ry. 

 

Those left to cherish Wanda’s memory include her husband of almost 55 years, Charles K. McGin-

nis; two sons, Steve (Rebecca) Pinkerton of Anderson and Scott Pinkerton (Fiancé: Vikki Crawford) 

of New Castle; three grandchildren, Abbey (Jordan) Walton of Chicago, IL, Andrew Pinkerton of 

Muncie, and Ashley (Greg) Singh of Columbus, Oh; a great-granddaughter, Sienna Walton, and 

three nieces and a nephew. 

 

Funeral services were held at 2:00 pm Thursday, July 2, 2020 at Sproles Family Funeral Home with 

Rev. Charissa L. Ramey officiating. Burial followed in South Mound Cemetery West Lawn Addition. 

First Christian Church served the family a meal at the church following the service. 
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First Christian Church is happy to 
announce the recipients of our 
scholarships for the 2020-2021 

school year: 

Congratulations to: Corbin Mad-
den, Allison Nash, Logan Nash, 

Olivia Neal and Quinn Zaerr 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

David Williams, Jim Bell, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Glenda 
Baker, Stacey Crane, Brad Coffey, Don Evans and Family, Please 
pray for every single person affected by the Covid 19 crisis-
globally and locally, the Worship Planning Team, the Pastoral 
Search Team, Billy Evans, Tony Hinton, Garrett Cooper, Addam 
Copp, Kaye Lindsey, the Family of Jesse Adams, Sr., Jagger Si-
mons, Francis Malloy 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, 
LaVaughn Douglas, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol,  Sheila Jackson, 
John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Sharleen 
Heckley 

Foster Closet Collection Drive for August 
 

Let’s get children and youth ready for school and winter weather with  
 

NEW SOCKS! 
 

Please donate socks for elementary age and older youth. 
 

Thank you for your consideration! 
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UPDATE: SEARCH & CALL TEAM  
 

The Search Committee has published the Congregational Survey and is asking for each and every 
member and friend to complete the survey by August 24, 2020. The Team needs your input! 

We want to make every effort to help you fill out the survey. There are printed copies available in 
the Narthex. You can also call the church office and a survey will be dropped in the mail to you. 
You can print off a copy from our website: firstchristiannewcastle.org 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this important survey! 

Claudia Jackson - Chairman of the Search Committee, 

Abbey Renner – Secretary of the Search Committee 

Tracey Bell 

Don Denney 

Duane Matthews 

John Miller 

Susan Falck-Neal 

Buck Quigley – Chairman of the Board 
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     Thank you for all your help in catering to our fam-
ily in our time of need.  Bless you all! 
The Family of Wanda McGinnis 
 
Dear Friends at F.C.C.,  
     Thank you so much for thinking of me with a spe-
cial bag of treats. It was a really nice surprise. 
     I still don’t get out in crowds much yet. Home just 
feels safer. The bad thing is that I miss everyone real-
ly bad and look forward to the time we can all be to-
gether again. 
Hugs to all, Bev Potts 
 
Sherry, Thank you so much for the bag of goodies. I really 
appreciated it. It was so good to see you. Thank you again 
and I miss seeing everyone at church. Take care and when 
things get better with this virus, I will be back. 
Mona Cash 

 
Thank you for employing me and  supporting us through the years. Logan Nash 
 
June 25, 2020 
Dear Friends at F.C.C.,  
Thank you so much for all the prayers you have prayed on my behalf. I had a rough time getting well but I 
am now well and happy to be back at Heritage House. I love the people here at Heritage House and I am 
so glad and thankful to be home.  
In Christ’s Love,  
Kathryn DeVaughn 
 
June 30, 2020 
Dear Friends and Members of F.C.C.,  
Thank you for the package of goodies you sent to me. I am thoroughly enjoying them. It is so nice that 
you continue praying for me. Prayer Works! 
In Christian Love,  
Kathryn DeVaughn 
 
Thank you for thinking of the Renner Family during this difficult time. The Renner Family 
 

The Foster Closet would like to offer a big 
THANK YOU  

to everyone who donated underwear during our July collection event!  
 

You all were so kind and generous!  
 

Please know this, your kind donation  
has made a difference in the life of a child! 

 

Please help spread the word about our closet. See the flyer on page 7. We 
do not require income paperwork or ask questions about income or need. If 

a family or child comes to us in need, we serve them. If you know of a 
family that could use some help, tell them about us! 
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Services in our Church Building 

 

We have reopened our church building for Worship services! We are practicing social dis-

tancing by sitting a minimum of six feet apart. Family groups are invited to sit together a 

minimum of six feet apart from other people. Our pews are marked off with bows. Please sit 

where there is a bow on the pew.  

 

Hand sanitizer is available. Please sanitize your hands frequently.  

 

We  have individually packaged communion elements and we ask that you dispose of all 

used communion cups in the available trash can. 

 

We have a drop box for you to deposit your gifts and offerings. 

 

We are following Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb’s face mandate. Masks are required in our 

building.  

 

.Please do not gather in the Narthex area before the service; proceed to a seat in the Sanctu-

ary. After the service, please proceed directly outside for joyful fellowship! Outside is a 

much safer area to greet fellow congregants and share heartfelt greetings.   

 

In the interest of safety, we will not have Coffee Hour at this time. Make sure to have a cup 

of coffee at home so you are ready to worship! We will also suspend greeting time. Because 

we want to do everything we can to keep you safe, we ask that only one person enter our re-

strooms at a time. Our restrooms are small, making social distancing a challenge.  

 

We open our sanctuary windows during our 

Worship service for better ventilation.  

 

Please help us keep our congregation safe. If 

you have any symptoms such as cough, nasal 

congestion, fever, headache, rash, etc., please 

do not attend Sunday worship services.  You 

can watch us from home; text Sherry for de-

tails at 317-850-1072. 

 

If you have been exposed to Covid 19, even 

remotely, we ask that you quarantine until 

you can say with certainty that you are Covid 

free.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Psalm 5:11 (NRSV) 
 

But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 
    let them ever sing for joy.  


