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We Will Miss Rev. Nathan! 
It is with great sadness that we bid adieu to our Interim Minister, 
Rev. Nathan Day Wilson. Even though he was with us only a short 
time, we appreciated his leadership and we will miss his thoughtful 
sermons and caring spirit.  

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND / INDIANAPOLIS — The Reverend 

Nathan Day Wilson, Director of Communications at Christian The-

ological Seminary, has accepted a position at the World Council of 

Churches (WCC), based in Geneva, Switzerland, as Manager of 

Income Development and Planning, Monitoring, Evaluation and 

Reporting for the WCC’s programs throughout the world. 

 

Wilson recently served as the interim minister at First Christian Church, New Castle. 

 

“While the scope of work will be challenging, I’m eager to be part of the WCC’s collaborative 

work for unity, justice, and peace. In a time so divided by allegiance to false gods such as 

money and power, by acts of lovelessness and hatred, and by lines drawn between people 

according to worldly standards, a witness to God’s intended wholeness is needed more than 

ever,” Wilson said. 

 

Wilson, an ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), will also work on a 

book surveying the ecumenical social thought and theology expressed in the WCC’s state-

ments on international affairs. “I contend that the ecumenical movement has yet to fully devel-

op the theological undergirding of its ethical commitments or the theological insights implicit in 

them,” said Wilson.  Continued Page 2 
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Ecumenical ministry is not new to Wilson. During his tenure as Executive Director of the 

West Virginia Council of Churches, the organization added its first two historic African 

American denominations, moved into its own building, expanded staff, quadrupled income, 

and developed wide-ranging service and education programs. 

 

Wilson also served as Director of Public Policy for Washington DC-based Sojourners and 

manager of its national network of organizations working to overcome poverty, dismantle 

racism, and build healthier communities. For eleven years he coordinated the Faith & Val-

ues section of The Indianapolis Star. He pastored congregations in Kentucky and Indiana. 

 

Wilson is a prolific author with more than 600 publications, occasional college lecturer, and 

a regular workshop leader at pastor’s conferences. As a volunteer, he is president of the 

Ecumenical Community of Chautauqua and board member of the Center for Interfaith Co-

operation. 

 

After completing his bachelor’s degree at Asbury University, Wilson earned a Master of Di-

vinity from Lexington Theological Seminary, a certificate in Ecumenical Studies from the 

Ecumenical Institute de Bossey, and a Master’s in International Security from the University 

of Geneva, Switzerland. He holds the Fundraising Management certificate from The Center 

on Philanthropy at Indiana University. 

Active Elder Contact List 
 

Our Elders are always available to help you! Please do not hesitate to contact 
them for spiritual help, church questions or just to talk. 

 

Here is their contact information: 
 

Elder chair-Tami Eversole, phone 765-624-8450 
Elder vice chair-Tracey Bell-phone 765-524-6236 

Todd Eversole-phone-765-465-9224 
Claudia Jackson-phone-765-545-0368 

Jan Lindsey-phone-765-465-0825 
Don Denney-phone-317-646-9948 

Sherry Denney-phone-317-850-1072 
Buck Quigley-phone-317-656-7472 

Marty and Debby Weaver-phone-765-521-2222 
Gene and Julie Bundy-phone-765-524-1873 
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To My Church Family: 
I want to thank my church family for the gifts, the reception and 
constant support as I have grown up! 
Love,  
Mallory Cross 
 
Susan Rhoades called the church to express her gratitude for the 
beautiful sympathy flowers she received from the congregation.  

To the Elders,  
I want to send a very sincere “Thank You” to the Elders. I want you to know how very much 
I appreciate you remembering me after all these years. Even though I only know one of your 
number personally, I feel a great kinship with the leadership at New Castle. Our days there 
(our longest pastorate) have been remembered fondly by both Martha Nell and me. Both of 
our boys, of course, grew up there. Our daughter-in-law even stopped on a trip to Michigan at 
Baker Park for a lunch.  
 
You are a significant part of the people of God. I’ll keep you in my heart and mind. God-
speed in all you do! 
In Christ’s Love,  
Bob Stauffer 
 
To My FCC Family,  
I want to thank my church family for standing by me through the years. I will be honest and 
say that my faith has been tested several times, even though I am still only 17. That doesn’t 
mean that I have given up. It just means that I am still soul-searching and I am grateful to 
have had the people at FCC as mentors and friends during this search.  
 
Thank you for your support on Senior Sunday and for your love and prayers in the past and 
going forward.  
Love,  
Eliza Madden 
 
Dear First Christian,  
Thank you to everyone at FCC for supporting me as a senior and as a member of the congre-
gation. Please keep me in your thoughts and prayers! 
Love, Carter Dickerson 

Welcoming the Holy 
 
Abraham and Sarah welcomed three strangers who turned out to be the Lord. Jesus said, “If 
anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple,” the giver 
will be rewarded (Matthew 10:42, NIV). An ancient Jewish proverb asserts: “Hospitality is one 
form of worship.” A Russian Orthodox monk is said to have told a younger one, “Sometimes I 
see a stranger coming up the road and I say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is it you again?’” And an old 
Gaelic poem declares, “Often, often, often, goes the Christ in the stranger’s guise.” 
 
Sometimes we think we must do something big to serve God. Today, when you smile at some-
one on the street, take time to entertain a child’s question, bring cookies to a new neighbor, 
thank a server or clerk … know that you are serving Jesus, that you are worshiping God. 
 
—Heidi Mann 
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Kiva Loans to Honor All Men 
 

In honor of all men, First Christian Church will once again fund loans through the non-
profit, KIVA.org. Read about the men we will help below: 
 

Brijan, Albania 
 
Brijan is a 31-year-old man who lives in a small village near Korça city. He lives with his 
parents, who do agricultural activities. He works with his parents and they have 50 sheep, 
two cows, and a horse. 
 
He wants to buy some cherry trees to plant a cherry orchard. 
 
"I want to increase my income as I plan to create my own family and also take care of my 
parents," he said during the interview. 
 
Brijan is asking for Kiva lenders' support to have the possibility to plant his family land 
and make an extra income for his family. 
 
 

Juan, Nicaragua 
 
Juan is 40 years old and works as a security guard. He is married and has 2 children. His 
income is not enough to invest in improving his humble home, which is why Juan is re-
questing a loan with Kiva Funds and Aldea Global. His intention and desire is to guarantee 
optimal housing conditions for his family. 
 
 

Alexandru, Moldova 
 
Alexandru is a 27-year-old man from Albinetul Vechi village, Falesti region of Moldova. 
He is married and lives with his wife and daughter. 

 
Alexandru loves his family very much and wants to offer them the best. His wife takes 
care of their daughter and provides sewing services in her free time. Alexandru and his 
family live in the house they inherited from their grandparents. The house is a bit old and 
requires some investment. 
 
At this moment, Alexandru is requesting a loan from Kiva sources to install a new heating 
system in the house. As it is old, it needs to be modernized. As a result, he and his family 
will be able to improve their living conditions for a better life. 
 

A Daily Prayer: 
 
God, thank you for being right nearby whenever I call on you (Psalm 145:18). I place my 
trust in you.  
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The origin of Father's Day 

One Sunday in 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd lis-
tened to a sermon honoring mothers. Her 
mother had died some years before, so her fa-
ther had raised her by himself. Dodd wondered 
why there wasn’t a day to honor fathers, so she 
arranged a tribute to her father at a church in 
Spokane, Washington. The date was June 19, 
1910. Many people believe this was the begin-
ning of Father’s Day. 
 
Another account holds that a West Virginia 
church held a tribute service for fathers in 
1908, following a mine explosion that killed 
360 men. Regardless of which story is correct, 
President Calvin Coolidge was the first presi-
dent to designate a special day to honor fa-
thers. In 1924, he proclaimed the third Sunday 
in June as Father’s Day. 
 
 

A week of tributes to Dad:  

To celebrate the special man in your life, 
use a quote a day the week before Father’s 
Day, or honor him with tributes the whole 
week after. Write one of these (or one of 
your own) on a card, make a message into 
a placemat, tape one to the bathroom mir-
ror — get creative! Every day of the week 
is a good day to celebrate his love and 
show him yours. 

“A good father is one whose only reason 
for putting down a laughing baby is to pick 
up a crying one." —Linda Poindexter 

 
“My father didn't do anything unusual. He 
only did what dads are supposed to do — 

be there.” —Max Lucado 
 

“I love my father as the stars. He’s a bright 
shining example and a happy twinkling in 

my heart.” —Terri Guillemets 

Psalm 32:7-8: "You are my hiding place; 
you will protect me from trouble and sur-
round me with songs of deliverance." 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Unspoken Prayer 
Requests, an end to Covid 19 and help for all affected, The Clients of the Henry 
County Foster Closet Ministry, Tony Hinton, David Parrish, Connie Quigley, The 
Family of Archie Alexander Cox, Debby Weaver, Carolyn Padgett, Our Graduates, 
Brian Jackson, Jesse Adams, Jr., Pam Adkins, The Members of the Pastoral Search 
Team and the Pastoral Search Process, Gene Bundy, Dave Pyle, Darlene Parrish 
 
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, 
Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, 
Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Mel and Dee Igo, Melba 
McKnight 

The church recently learned of the death of Cathleen “Cathy” Rhoades, daughter of 
Susan Rhoades. Cathy passed away on January 22, 2021. If you would like to mail a 
condolence card to Susan and her family, the address is 3428 S. Main Street, New 
Castle, IN  47362.  
 
The family plans a memorial service for Cathy here at FCC in July. More details will 
be published closer to the month of July.  
 
Cathleen "Cathy" Rhoades, born on February 15, 1951 in New Castle, Indiana passed 
away on Friday, January 22, 2021 in Zion Crossroads, Virginia from a pulmonary em-
bolism, unrelated to COVID, after suffering complications from a benign thyroid tu-
mor removal in July that left her with a tracheostomy. Her passing occurred with her 
husband at her bedside and was mercifully quick, peaceful, painless and without pre-
cognition. 
 
She is survived by her mother, Susan Rhoades of New Castle, Indiana, aged 96, her 
husband, Michael Zervas; her children, Jennifer Baker (Rich) of Oviedo, Florida and 
Jakob Bol of Bremo Bluff, Virginia; her grandchildren, Tyler Baker and Sarah Baker; 
her sister, Josie Barger of Spencer, Indiana; her brother, Gene Rhoades (Jackie) of 
Ohio; her brother, Bob Rhoades (Janet) of Georgia; multiple nieces and nephews and 
her dog, Maggie. Her blended family added two more sons, James Zervas and Trevor 
Shand, and two more daughters, Gina Wintz and Tammy Sterling and five additional 
grandchildren. 
 
Cathy will be remembered by many for her bright glowing smile that radiated love and 
acceptance. She had the kindest, warmest heart and gave so much of herself to others. 
Cathy graduated from Chrysler High School in New Castle, Indiana in 1969. She 
graduated from Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology, and an 
associate degree in Nursing in 1973.   
 
 In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to one of Cathy's favorite 
charities: 
The Southern Poverty Law Center (https://donate.splcenter.org); 
The Southern Environmental Law Center (https://donate.southernenvironment.org/
give/279875/...); 
the K.I.N.D. fund (kids in need of desks) (https://www.unicefusa.org/kind-desks) 

In Christian Sympathy 
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No boundaries 
 

Love is a commitment to seek the good and to work 
for the good and welfare of others. It doesn’t stop at 
our front door or our neighborhood, our religion or 
race, or our state’s or [our] country’s border. This is 
one great fellowship of love throughout the whole 
wide earth, as the hymn goes. It often calls us to step 
outside of what we thought our boundaries were, or 
what others expect of us. It calls for us to sacrifice, 
not because doing so feels good, but because it’s the 
right thing to do. 
 
—Bishop Michael Curry, Love Is the Way 

Left: We’re col-
lecting salt for our 
Christmas Basket 
Project! 
 
We need 16 more 
cannisters of salt 
to complete our 
needs for this pro-
ject.  
 
Please drop a car-
ton of salt in the 
bin when you visit 
the church. 
 
Thank you! 

Top: 
Carter Dickerson and Mallory Cross show 
their gifts from the congregation on Senior 
Sunday 2021.  Eliza Madden was unable to 
attend due to illness.  
 
Right: The congregation celebrated Pente-
cost Sunday on May 23rd at the church shel-
ter house. Rev. Linda McKiernan-Allen was 
the guest minister.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Pastoral Search Committee News 
 

The Search Committee is meeting regularly as they continue to search for a new 
minister for our congregation. This coming Wednesday, June 2nd, the team will 
take on the task of looking for an Interim Minister to replace the Rev. Nathan Day 
Wilson.  
 

We, as a congregation, can do something very important for our search com-
mittee—we can pray for them! 
 

The team members are: Claudia Jackson, Tracey Bell, John Miller, Duane Mat-
thews, Abbey Renner, Don Denney, Buck Quigley and Susan Falck-Neal.  

Donations via Debit or Credit Card—to make a donation using your debit or credit card, simp-
ly give the church office a call at 765-529-2403. We can take your information and complete 
the transaction over the phone. You may also mail in your pledge and offerings. Your financial 
help keeps the ministries of FCC alive! The address of the church is 2000 Bundy Avenue, New 
Castle, IN  47362.  


