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The Congregation of First Christian Church Calls New Minister 
 

On August 15, 2021, at a special meeting, the Congregation of FCC extended a call to the Rev. Ronn 
Oren to join our faith community as our minister.  

This invitation was the culmination of over fifteen months of work, discernment and prayer by our Pas-
toral Search team led by Claudia Jackson. Other members of the team were: Susan Falck Neal, Tracey 
Bell, Don Denney, Duane Matthews, John Miller, Abbey Renner and Buck Quigley.  

The process was as follows: after conversations, research and two interviews with Rev. Oren, the Pasto-
ral Search team brought their recommendation to the General Board on August 1, 2021. The team rec-
ommended to the General Board that the Rev. Ronn Oren be presented to the Congregation as their pre-
ferred candidate. By paper ballot, the General Board voted affirmatively to present Rev. Oren to the 
Congregation for their approval. 

A special congregational meeting was publicized according to the bylaws of First Christian Church. At 
the August 15, 2021 special meeting, the Rev. Ronn Oren and his family were introduced. Members had 
the opportunity ask questions of Rev. Oren before he and his family left the Sanctuary.  

Pastoral Search Team Chairperson, Claudia Jackson, formally presented and recommended candidate 
Oren to the Congregation. General Board Chair, Buck 
Quigley, called for the members of the Congregation to 
vote “yes” or “no” via paper ballot on the question of ex-
tending the call to the Rev. Ronn Oren.  

Paper ballots were collected and counted by Board Secre-
tary, Sherry Denney. The vote was 55 “yes” votes and 
zero “no” votes.  

The Oren family returned to the Sanctuary and were 
heartily welcomed into our church family. 

A celebratory box lunch meal was served where many 
members were able to meet and converse with Rev. Ronn 
and his wife, Yvette, sons Tristan and Tegan and daugh-
ter, Tiffany,  

Read a message from Rev. Ronn on page two of this pub-
lication. 

Rev. Ronn Oren 
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A message from Rev. Ronn 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We are looking forward to joining you in just a few days at First Christian! 
Thank you for the warm reception, and the great conversation just a few 
weeks ago when we visited. As we look to the future, I am encouraged by 
your faith in the Lord and anticipate great things as we serve together in 
love. I thought it would be good and appropriate to share a few things with 
you prior to my beginning next week.  
 
First, I want the congregation to know that I am available at the church and 
keep regular office hours. Please feel free to stop by and chat, and if I have 
not met you yet, please stop and introduce yourself! 
 
Secondly, On September 5th, I am sharing a message titled, “Back To It: 
Never too Late!” It is from John 21, a story that I can personally relate with, 
and, I trust that you can too! Regardless of “where” you are spiritually, it is 
not too late to make a step in the right direction.  
 
Lastly, I have already begun praying for you, the church, and for the commu-
nity of New Castle. During the last 28 years of pastoral ministry, I have wit-
nessed the power of prayer and know that, with faith, we can move moun-
tains.  
 
We have much to look forward to this month, and I am excited to join you all 
beginning September 5th for worship.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Ronn 

 

Shirts for Shoes 
 

See Azure Cross to purchase a HCFC t-shirt! 



 3 

September 5, 12, 19, 26 

Worship Service at 10 a.m. 
 

September 5 and 19, Called to Create art class for youth 

 

September 5, Rev. Ronn’s first Sunday 

 

September 9, Dan’s Fish Fry, 4-7 p.m. 

 

September 12, Board Meeting directly following Worship service 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

Called to Create Art Class, Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Unspoken 
Prayer Requests, an end to Covid 19 and help for all affected, The Clients of 
the Henry County Foster Closet Ministry, The Family of Tony Hinton, Gene 
Bundy,  Stacey Crane, The Family of LaVaughn Douglas, The Oren Family as 
they move to New Castle 
 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, Joan Paul, 
Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, 
David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Mel and Dee Igo, Melba McKnight 

What God is like 

Before her death in 2019, Rachel Held Evans started writing a book with her young children 
in mind. The goal was to help them explore images for God, who is love. What Is God Like? 
(co-authored by Matthew Turner) acknowledges, “That’s a very big question, one that peo-
ple from places all around the world have wondered about since the beginning of time.” 
The book highlights such biblical images for God as an eagle, a shepherd, a fort, wind, an 
artist, a “strong and safe” mother, and a “gentle and safe” father. 

Just as Evans remained open to questions as a means to grow in faith, her book concludes: 
“Keep searching. Keep wondering. … But whenever you aren’t sure what God is like, think 
about what makes you feel safe … brave … loved. That’s what God is like.” What images for 
God come to your mind? Indeed, what is God like — for you? 
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We mourn the passing of a sixty-seven year 
member of FCC,  

LaVaughn H. Douglas. 
 

LaVaughn H. (Engle) Douglas, age 101, of New 
Castle, Indiana, went home to be with her Lord 
and Savior, August 13, 2021 at Henry Community 
Health.  
 
She was the daughter of Walter and Mynta (Reger) 
Engle. She was a 1937 graduate of Morton High School in Richmond, In-

diana. She was a loving and wonderful wife, mother, and homemaker who thoroughly enjoyed 
the blessings of the Lord, her family, and friends. She attended Anderson Beauty College in 
Richmond, Indiana and worked as a beautician for a while. She worked with her husband at 
Doug’s Quick Service and their amusement park, Kiddieland. She also helped her daughter at 
Wilbur Wright school listening to Super Reader book reports. LaVaughn was a volunteer at the 
Henry County Hospital Gift Shop. She loved spending time with her family, gospel music, and 
traveling. 
 
LaVaughn was member of the Eastern Star. She also was a member of the First Christian 
Church in New Castle since 1954. She loved her church and reading her Bible daily. 
 
Survivors include her daughter, Dee Ann Douglas (friend, Jim) of New Castle; a daughter-in-
law, Joan Douglas of Trafalgar; three grandchildren, Emily Pritchett (Joe) of Elizabeth, Indiana, 
Adam Douglas (Karen) of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Trent Douglas (Andrea) of Greenwood, Indi-
ana; eight great-grandchildren; nine great-great-grandchildren. 
 
In addition to her parents, LaVaughn was preceded in death by the love of her life, Austin N. 
Douglas, Sr., and her son, Austin N. Douglas, Jr.; two sisters, June Conway and Janice Engle. 
 
LaVaughn’s  funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 18, 2021 at Macer-Hall-
Marcum & Moffitt Funeral Home. Burial followed at South Mound Cemetery.  
 

 

Gracie Gregory and Tucker Feltz Madison Cross and her nephew, Phoenix 

Called to Create  
Art Class 
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Dear First Christian,  
     It was a joy to be with you in worship re-
cently. Thank you for your interest in the work 
of Society of St. Andrew. And thank you even 
more for your generous donation of $348 to-
ward feeding food insecure Hoosiers! I look 
forward to working with you all in Henry 
County going forward.  
     Blessings on your calling of a new minister 
and in all that you do in New Castle and be-
yond, Peace Rev. Dawn Barnes 

Thanks for our time together! 
 
Our association has been brief, but it has also been memorable and fun.  I truly 
have never been better received and welcomed by a congregation.  Your prayers 
and support have been important to me during this transition time in my life.  I 
hope my presence here has been helpful and productive during this time of prep-
aration for a new phase in yours as well.  I depart wishing nothing but the best 
for you and Ronn moving forward,   
 
I've had a ball! 
 
Frank Everett 

Lessons from lilies 
Recently I was challenged to think about what consumes me — and what dis-
tracts me from giving God more. In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus tells us not to worry 
about what we eat, drink and wear. I’ve read those verses numerous times and 
usually respond, “Yeah, but the birds and lilies don’t have mortgages and bills! 
How can I not worry?” I’m finally realizing that if I put Christ first, then my 
trust in him affects my day-to-day decisions. Plus, negative thoughts start to 
fade. 
 
When do you respond, “Yeah, but …” to God? Maybe it’s when you want to 
sleep in on Sunday, or when the offering plate is passed, or when you’re asked 
to teach Sunday school. Try reciting Matthew 6:33 often: “But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you” (ESV). When we prioritize Jesus, he guides us toward him and away from 
worries. 
 
—Julie Lee 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple cider, ponder 
this saying: “Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to let things go.” 
 
When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they turn vibrant shades 
of yellow, orange and red. This yearly spectacle makes way for the 
leaves to let go and fall. It also serves as a good reminder of things 
we may need to drop: clutter around the home, a desire for control, 
commitments that no longer bring joy, personal expectations that 
cause added stress, a need to always be right and so on. 
 

 

 

Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to 
abandon his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go what weighs us down and gets in the way of 
God’s best for our lives. Embrace fall as a season of change and see just how beautiful it is to 
let things go! 
 

—Janna Firestone 
  

Welcome, Liz! 
 
On Sunday, August 8, 2021, 

Liz Usher reaffirmed her 
commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 
The Rev. Frank Everett wel-
comed Liz as a new member 

of First Christian Church. 
 

The congregation embraced 
her by singing “Weave” 

 in unison. 
 

 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  Ephesians 2:19-22 ESV 
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Above, Henry Community Health donated Bombas socks to the Henry County Foster Closet.  
Left to Right: Sara Malott, Lisa Nantz from HCH and Azure Cross, Director of the Henry Coun-
ty Foster Closet.  
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Dan’s Fish Fry 
 

Presented by 

First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue, New Castle 

 
 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 
4-7 p.m. 

 

Drive Thru, Carry Out Only 
 

Fish and Chicken or Combo Meals Available, call 765-529-2403 
to purchase tickets over the phone with card or 

purchase from a church member. 
 

Ticket price (advance) $12 adult,  
$5 child ages 6-12, age 5 and under free. 

Ticket price for adults at the gate $13 
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FELLOWSHIP MEAL, AUGUST 15, 2021 

Seventy-three people came 
together for Worship Service 
on Sunday, August 15, 2021, 
as we celebrated a beautiful 
day in the life of our Con-
gregation. 
 
Many thanks to the Pastor 
Search Team for their hard 
work!  
 
Thank you to The Barnett 
Company and Whitetail Tree 
Farm for the beautiful deco-
rations and flowers.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

When considering your charitable giving, please consider First Christian Church! We have a number 
of restricted funds (such as the Funeral Dinner Fund, the Christian Concern Fund, the Elders Fund, 
etc.) that are in need of donated funds. We would be happy to review your giving information with 
you at anytime! Thank you! 

Many parts, one body 
 

Through the teaching, support, sacrifice, worship and 
commitment of the church, utterly ordinary people are 

enabled to do some rather extraordinary, even heroic acts, 
not on the basis of their own gifts and abilities, but rather 
by having a community capable of sustaining Christian 

virtue. The church enables us to be better people than we 
could have been if left to our own devices. 

 
Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon, Resident Aliens  


