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A Message from our Interim Mininster 

 

 Well, the “dog days” of August are almost here.  While we usually associate 

really hot weather with this time of year, so far the summer has really only been 

moderately warm.  (Hopefully I did not just jinx us all with that comment!) 

 

 Along with the heat of the season, summertime for many of us is all about 

gardening.  I remember several years ago when I was just getting into “growing things,” a friend suggested 

that I plant some nasturtium seeds as they are “easy” to grow.  “A gardener's instant gratifica-

tion,” she promised.  Sounded like a good idea to me. 

 

 So, I bought nasturtium seeds and potting soil and planted some in a peat pot the size of a small vo-

tive candle.  I checked a reference book I'd bought and read up on how much water and sunlight the nastur-

tiums needed.  Each day afterwards, I checked for sprouts.  After about a week or ten days of this routine, I 

still had nothing but a cup of dirt. 

 

 I decided to move them outside.  Maybe more sun would help.  Maybe natural rain water would do 

them good.  It was a summer not unlike the one we are experiencing this year with a lot more rain than nor-

mal, so much so that I suspected the seeds had rotted from the moisture.  It had been two weeks and no green 

to be seen.  I wondered if I should toss them out and start over.  

continued on page 5 

The Christian Builder 

Rev. Alecia 
Gross 

Rev. Frank Everett 



 2 

 

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

10:00 A.M. Worship Service in our Sanctuary and Online 
To join online, visit our YouTube channel: 

firstchristiannewcastlein 
 
 

August 8 and 22 
 

Called to Create art class will be held for youth age 3 through elementary age 
 

August 1 
 

Board Meeting right after Worship Service. Name of Pastor Candidate will be presented to Board 
 

August 3 
 

10:00 a.m. Bible study begins in Fellowship Lounge. See page 8 for details 
 

August 15 
 

There will be a special Congregational meeting  
to meet and vote on Pastor Candidate. A boxed lunch fellowship meal is planned. If you have not done 

so, please RSVP for the meal by calling the church office at 765-529-2403 

 

A prayer about slowing down 

God beyond time … teach us to pause in this 
moment, to tuck ourselves into the curve of 
your slow arm, that we may know the miracle 
of now, the gift of this moment: you beside 
and beyond us, welcoming us outside of all 
we measure, and standing with us in it. May 
we see the goodness of our still hours and 
days, sunrises, sunsets, and the darkness 
where our rest is found. 

—Micha Boyett in A Rhythm of Prayer (edited 
by Sarah Bessey) 

 

.“I play the notes as they are written, but it is God 
who makes the music.” 
 
—J.S. Bach 
 
 
“Keep some room in your heart for the unimagina-
ble.” 
 
—Mary Oliver 
 
 
“Education is not the filling of a pail but the light-
ing of a fire.” 
 
—William Butler Yeats 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Search and Call Committee Update  

It is with great pleasure and excitement that as Chairman of the Search and Call Com-
mittee, I recommend the calling of Reverend Ronn Oren as the new pastor of First 
Christian Church.  

On Sunday, August 1, 2021, the General Board of First Christian Church, via paper bal-
lot, unanimously voted to ask Rev. Ronn to be our new pastor. Following the guidelines 
of FCC bylaws, there will be a congregational meeting immediately after the worship 
service on August 15, 2021. At that time, the congregation will hear from the Search and 
Call Team and can meet Rev. Oren and his family. There will be a time to ask questions 
of the Search and Call Team and of Rev. Ronn. The congregation will then be asked to 
vote via paper ballot as the final step in the process to call our new pastor. Below is a 
brief bio and profile shared by Rev. Oren. 

“As I have shared with the Search and Call Team, the opportunity to serve at First 
Christian would be a blessing to us and a wonderful opportunity in ministry. I was 
reared in Farmland, Indiana, and have some familiarity with New Castle because of its 
proximity to where I was raised. Upon graduating High School in 1992, and receiving a 
clear call to ministry, I moved to Kansas to go to Bible College. During my four years 
there, I met and married Yvette, and then we returned to Indiana to begin serving in 
pastoral ministry. 

I have served churches in Indiana, North Carolina, and Florida. In addition to pastoral 
ministry, I served as the Executive Director of a Short-Term Mission Agency. This mis-
sion agency sent teams from churches across the Midwest to Jamaica, Haiti, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Belize, Northern Ireland, Kenya, and the Dominican Republic. 

We have three children who still live with us. Tristan, who is 20 years old, is taking 
online courses and still deciding upon a long-term vocation. Tiffany just turned 18 years 
of age and is working on her Private Pilot’s license. She is also planning on taking col-
lege courses this fall. Tegan is 14 and begins the eighth grade this year. He is our entre-
preneur and go-getter! In our free time, we mostly spend time as a family playing games 
of all kinds. We also like taking day trips and watching movies together. Our hobbies 
include reading, hiking, and traveling. 

My passion within pastoral ministry is teaching and helping others excel in their per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ. I am looking forward to investing my life in a com-
munity of believers who desire to serve the church and the community in the love of 
Christ.” Rev. Ronn Oren 

Please make plans to attend this very important congregational meeting. We will have a 
catered fellowship dinner immediately following the meeting. Call the church office to 
turn in your RSVP by Thursday, August 12th. 

Claudia Jackson 

Chairman of the Search and Call Committee 

(please see photos page 4) 
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“I will give you 
shepherds after my own heart, who will feed 
you with knowledge and understanding.” 

 

Jeremiah 3:15 (NRSV) 

Above:  proposed Pastor Can-
didate, the Reverend Ronn Or-
en. Ronn is married to Yvette. 
 

Right: the Oren family. Bot-
tom, Yvette, (back) son Tristan, 
Rev. Ronn, daughter Tiffany 
and son Tegan. 
 
There will be a Congregational 
meeting on Sunday, August 15, 
2021. During this meeting, the 
congregation will be intro-
duced to Rev. Oren and have 
the opportunity to ask him 
questions.  
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 Then, the next morning I walked past and noticed sprouts, not just sprouts begin-

ning to push out of the soil, but sprouts three and four inches high.  I laughed out loud.  I 

had awoken that day and found my lost cause full of nasturtiums and the promise of flow-

ers.  

 It occurs to me that our spiritual lives work a lot the same way.  We engage in 

prayer and Bible study and meditation, and sometimes the results are slow to show.  Then 

one day we awake to find ourselves in the midst of a garden rooted in God’s love and 

grace. 

 May your gardens (both in your yard and in your spirit) bloom with abundance this 

summer.                   Frank 

Spice Collection Update 
 

Christmas will be here before you know it and we’re getting prepared for our Christmas 
basket project! To help families prepare their own meals, we’d like to include spices with 
each of our 25 baskets. Here is a list of the spices we have collected so far and the number 
still needed: 
 
Salt—we have collected all the salt we need. 
 
Cinnamon—we need 16 tins of cinnamon. 
 
Italian Seasoning—we need 15 containers of Italian Seasoning. 
 
Chili Powder—we need 4 more containers of chili powder. 
 
Garlic Powder—we have no garlic powder so we need 25. 
 
Onion Powder—we need 21 more containers of onion powder. 
 
Baking Soda—we need 23 boxes of baking soda. 
 
Baking Powder—we need 24 tins of baking powder. 
 
Black Pepper—we need 24 containers of black pepper. 
 
Thank you so much for your donations so far! We look forward to our December commu-
nity outreach and invite you to share the joy of our annual Christmas Basket Project!  
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Rummage Sale Results 
 
We’re happy to announce that our rummage sale netted over $2511! This year 
five hundred dollars of the proceeds will go to the Mission fund. The Mission 
team, headed by Tami Eversole and Azure Cross, hopes to go on a mission trip 
in 2022. 
 
The remaining proceeds will go to the Faith Fund; a fund established by the 
Trustees to bridge the gap between income and expenses.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the sale a success, especially Shelly 
Dickerson and her mother, Tammy Madden. They worked countless hours and 
created a fabulous rummage sale!  
 
The rummage sale, while a lot of hard work, is also a beautiful time of con-
nection full of laughter and fun! 

 

 

Jesus invites all  
with these words:  

 
“I am the bread of life.  

Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and 

 whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty”  

 
John 6:35  

FCC Logo Wear on sale  
NOW!  

 

Call the church office to  
order or pick up a  

form at church.  
 

765-529-2403 

WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE 

8/8/2021 Beverly Matthews  

8/15/2021 Claudia Jackson  

8/22/2021 John Miller  

8/29/2021 Tami Eversole  

9/5/2021 Tracey Bell  

9/12/2021 Buck Quigley  

9/19/2021 Don Denney  
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Friends with binoculars 
At a beautiful outdoor wedding reception in the Colorado foot-
hills, a group of us noticed a family of black bears on the next hill. 
We were so excited because we’d never seen them in the wild! 
When some friends grabbed binoculars from their car, however, 
we realized the creatures were merely grazing cows. 
 
Now I tell this story whenever I’m asked what exciting wildlife 
I’ve encountered in the mountains. It gets a good laugh but also 
reminds me that I desperately need friends with binoculars. In-
stead of surrounding myself with people who automatically agree 
with me and don’t challenge my perceptions, I need friends in my 
life who search with me for answers, accuracy and truth. Let’s all 
be on the “lookout” for friends with binoculars! 
 
—Janna Firestone 

 

Shirts for Shoes! 
 

by Azure Cross 
 

I am so excited to have our first HCFC shirts!  
 
These shirts are our first actual fundraiser for the 
Closet—100% of the profit will go directly to 
the Foster Closet. We will use the money to pur-
chase shoes in the sizes most needed.  
 

Each shirt sold=1 pair of shoes!  
 

Shirts supplied by Big Al’s Athletics here in 
New Castle. They are Bella shirts—so very soft! 
 

Sizes available are adult small-adult 3x. We 
have a decent supply on hand, but would love to 
need to order more!! Shirts are available for pick 
at church. 

$15 small-XL 
$18-2X, 3X 

Let us know if you would like one! 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

BIBLE STUDY BEGINS TUESDAY, AUGUST 3, 10 A.M., FELLOWSHIP LOUNGE 

 

Led by the Rev. Frank Everett, the study will focus on the scripture text for the coming Sunday and 
will provide background and in-depth discussion about the implications it might suggest for our life 
of discipleship. 
 

Aug 3 - 2 Samuel 18:24-33 - King David grieves over the loss of his rebellious son Absalom 
 

Aug 10 - I Kings 3:3-14 - Solomon is granted a wish by God and asks for "wisdom." 
 

Aug 17 - Mark 6:1-13 - Jesus preaches in his hometown synagogue and discovers it is hard to minis-
ter among friends and family. 
 

Aug 24 - Mark 6:30-44 - Jesus inspires the feeding of a large crowd with a meager offering. 
 

Join us in-person or online! Online details will be forthcoming.  

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office 
so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from an 
Elder or Pastor Frank, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 
765-529-2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or pray-
er chain.  If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   


