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Rev. Everett will join our staff part-time be-
ginning Sunday, July 11, 2021.  
 
Rev. Frank will be with us each Sunday and 
one other day of the week. The Search Team 
will host a reception to welcome him to FCC 
right after worship service on Sunday, July 
11th. 
 
A native of Topeka, Kansas, Rev. Everett has 
served congregations in Oklahoma, Texas, Io-
wa, Nebraska, Florida, Indiana, and Missouri. He is a graduate of Phillips Uni-
versity (’76) and holds a Master of Divinity degree (’80) from Phillips Theologi-
cal Seminary, Tulsa, Oklahoma.   
 

Frank and his wife Nedra were married in May 2020.  Nedra has an M.A. 
degree in Clinical Psychology from Wheaton College and is a licensed marriage 
and family therapist with a practice in Carmel. Rev. Everett has two grown chil-
dren - a daughter Monica (30), who lives in Columbia, Missouri and is working 
on becoming licensed as a midwife, and a son Spencer (27), who just recently re-
ceived his PhD in physics from UCal Santa Cruz and will soon start a post-doc 
appointment with Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, CA.  
  
 In recent years Rev. Everett has developed a special connection with Glob-
al Ministry partner projects in India.  He has made four mission trips there (most 
recent in 2017), and served as co-leader on three of those trips. He is also an avid 
fan of baseball, bicycling, hiking, and camping. 
 

We Welcome Rev. Frank Everett,  
our new Interim Minister 
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Active Elder Contact List 
 

Our Elders are always available to help you! Please do not hesitate to contact 
them for spiritual help, church questions or just to talk. 

 

Here is their contact information: 
 

Elder chair-Tami Eversole, phone 765-624-8450 
Elder vice chair-Tracey Bell-phone 765-524-6236 

Todd Eversole-phone-765-465-9224 
Claudia Jackson-phone-765-545-0368 

Jan Lindsey-phone-765-465-0825 
Don Denney-phone-317-646-9948 

Sherry Denney-phone-317-850-1072 
Buck Quigley-phone-317-656-7472 

Marty and Debby Weaver-phone-765-521-2222 
Gene and Julie Bundy-phone-765-524-1873 

Friday, July 2, 10:00 a.m.: Henry County Foster Closet Sign Dedication. Please come 
represent the church. Reception will follow in the Fellowship Lounge 
 
Sunday, July 4: Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. The theme of the service is  
“Declaring our Interdependence.” 
 
Sunday, July 11: Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.: Rev. Frank’s first Sunday with us. 
Called to Create art class will be held for youth with Debbie Evans as the leader.  
 
July 16 and 17: Church Rummage Sale at the shelter house.  
 
Sunday, July 18: Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, July 25: Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.: Dawn Barnes, Society of St. Andrew, 
will be our guest speaker. Called to Create art class will be held for youth with Azure 
Cross as the leader.  

Daily Worship 
 

Your grace is sufficient for me, dear Lord. When I feel weak, may your strength dwell 
in me. 
 (2 Corinthians 12:9)  
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We extend our sympathy to the family of William Jeff VanArs-
dol. His daughter, Amy VanArsdol Madden, penned his obituary. 
We share it with you below: 
 
William Jeffrey Van Arsdol (Jeff), 77, of New Castle, IN, died on 
June 4, 2021, after a prolonged battle with dementia. He married 
Mary Beth Van Arsdol on October 9, 1965 after graduating from 
Mt. summit a high School and then Purdue with a B.S. in agricul-
tural and mathematics. They spent most of their lives together in 
New Castle. 
 

Jeff, my dad, was the consummate teacher - at home, in church, 
and definitely in the classroom. He received his Masters of Edu-

cation from Butler University and his Administration License from Ball State University. He never 
used his admin license, but he taught for years, first at Hamilton Southeastern, then Tri High and 
finally Union. He was also a substitute at New Castle and Blue River through the years. Ive heard 
that Dad was a tough and thorough FFA and 4H leader and judge, never giving up his passion for 
farming. Dad was often a lay leader at Trinity United Methodist Church during my childhood and 
later an Elder at First Christian Church. He had a few other jobs throughout the years, but it was 
his former students stopping to say hello that proved teaching was where he made the biggest im-
pact. 
 
Dad was an avid Boilermaker and Colts fan, but his favorite athletic team was whatever I or my 
girls were playing on at the time. He never missed a Trojan volleyball game! He also enjoyed 
teaching his granddaughters, Eliza and Gabby, about farm life - raising and showing goats, cows, 
horses and rabbits. He was always up for a quick drive in the atv or tractor, fishing in the pond, or 
loving on an animal (yes Dad, the cows are still pets). 
 
Mom and dad were married for 54 years before she passed in 2019. In addition, Dad lost his 
grandson, William Grant Boe Madden in 2011. His parents, Bill and Harriett Van Arsdol, and his 
sister Vikkie Johnson have also preceded him in death. While we are mourning the loss of a won-
derful father, father-in-law, papa, friend and teacher, I firmly believe that the family reunion hap-
pening in heaven is amazing! 
 
I want to personally thank the staff and residents at Hickory Creek. You have been a part of our 
family since 2016. We will be forever grateful for the love and care you gave to us 
Amy, Jayson, Eliza and Gabriella Madden. 
 
The memorial service was held at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, June 13, 2021 at Hinsey-Brown Funeral 
Home in New Castle with the Rev. Linda McKiernan-Allen officiating. Memorial contributions 
may be given to the First Christian Church, 2000 Bundy Avenue, New Castle, IN 47362. You may 
express condolences or share a memory of William at www.hinsey-brown.com. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Following God’s lead 

Jazz musician Thomas Dorsey traveled an unlikely road to become the “father of black gospel mu-
sic.” At age 11, he dropped out of school to be a vaudeville performer and blues pianist. While 
Dorsey recovered from a nervous breakdown at age 21, his mother urged him to serve the Lord 
with his talents. It took several years, but the musician committed to composing spiritual songs — 
rejected by many mainstream churches as “the devil’s music.” 
 
In 1932, after Dorsey’s wife and infant son died during childbirth, he channeled his grief into the 
piano, writing “Precious Lord, Take My Hand.” Known to be a favorite song of Martin Luther King 
Jr., it ends with these lyrics: “Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. Take 
my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.” 



 4 

Dear FCC,  
 
Hallie and I really appreciate the church sponsoring her for 
church camp. Hallie loved everything about camp except 
the cicadas! 
 
You will hear more from us about our camp experience 
during the worship hour on July 3rd.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Tami Eversole and Hallie Garrison 
 
 

Dear Church Family,  
 

We want to thank you for the many, many cards, calls, texts and prayers during Brian’s recent 
knee surgery and post-op complications. We felt God’s presence through your prayers and con-
cern. Thankfully he is doing much better and is on the road to recovery. Also, thank you for the 
“sunshine basket” that Sherry delivered on behalf of the church. We are blessed to have a lov-
ing church family. 
Love,  
Brian and Claudia Jackson 

Sign Dedication Planned 
 
Join us on Friday, July 2nd at ten a.m. as we ded-
icate our new Henry County Foster Closet sign.  
 
The sign, made possible by grant from the United 
Way of Delaware, Henry and Randolph counites, 
will help our clients find our location.  
 
New Castle Mayor, Greg York, is expected to be 
in attendance along with the founder of the Hen-
ry County Foster Closet, the Rev. Alecia Gross. 
Director Azure Cross will also offer remarks.  
 
Please come help us celebrate this joyous occa-
sion. Tours of the Foster Closet will be given af-
ter the dedication and refreshments will be pro-
vided.  
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Open my eyes, Creator of the universe, that I may see 
your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars that you have established; open my ears, that I may 

hear what the heavens are telling me about your glo-
ry, which transcends all material bounds and yet deigns to 

reside with human beings. 

May I ever marvel at your tender care for us, and give you 
thanks and praise forever. Amen. 

—Prayer suggested by Psalms 8 & 19 

Search and Call Team Update 

The Search and Call Team has been busy during the months of May and June. We 
have met and reviewed profiles from 10 different Ministerial Candidates. After 
discussing and making clearance calls to see if they are still actively seeking relo-
cation and would consider a church in Indiana, we have had two Zoom interviews, 
with another interview scheduled for July 7th. This is a slow process and takes 
time to discern the profiles to see if the candidates are a fit for FCC and then to 
match schedules to conduct interviews. We are working extremely hard and are 
praying for God’s guidance to lead us to the candidate that is being called to our 
church. Please continue to keep our committee in prayer. 

We are happy to announce the calling of Rev. Frank Everett to our part-time inter-
im minister position. We had an in-person interview with Rev. Frank and are ex-
cited about working with him during this time of transition. July 11th will be his 
first Sunday at First Christian Church. Please make plans to attend church and the 
Meet and Greet Reception immediately following the worship service on July 
11th. Let us give Rev. Frank and his wife Nedra a warm welcome. You can read 
more about Rev. Frank in the bio printed on page one of this newsletter. 

Blessings, 

Claudia Jackson 

Chairman of Search and Call Team 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: Called to Create Art Class, Jim Bell, Terry 
Ewing, Glenda Baker, Unspoken Prayer Requests, an end to Covid 19 
and help for all affected, The Clients of the Henry County Foster Closet 
Ministry, Tony Hinton, David Parrish, Carolyn Padgett, Brian Jackson, 
Jesse Adams, Jr., The Members of the Pastoral Search Team and the 
Pastoral Search Process, Gene Bundy, Dave Pyle, AnnaBell Shell, The 
Family of Jeff VanArsdol, Lorraine Hall, The Family of Pam Piper Ed-
wards 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, 
LaVaughn Douglas, Joan Paul, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, 
Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, Evelyn Keith, Mel and 
Dee Igo, Melba McKnight 

  

We know you have been cleaning out those 
closets and garages during this time of 
staying close to home and we’re ready for 
your nice, clean rummage donations! 
 
Here is what we would love to have: 
books, rugs, small furniture that we can 
easily move, small appliances in working 
order, craft supplies, holiday decorations, 
household items, nice clothing with no 
stains, or missing buttons.  

 
Here is what we cannot take: please do not bring us old style televisions. The big, 
heavy tvs do not sell and we must pay a fee to dispose of them. Cable-ready, smart tvs 
are welcome. Do not bring old computer equipment—no towers, printers, etc. These 
items do not sell and we cannot easily dispose of them.  
 
We need volunteers! Please consider helping! We will be talking about the rummage 
sale each Sunday in church so please let us know if you can help! 

July 16 and 17 at 
the Shelterhouse 

Let this be our prayer… 
 

Holy Spirit, weave a fabric of justice to cover the world, using us as threads of 
your love and mercy. Amen.  
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Left: We’re col-
lecting salt for our 
Christmas Basket 
Project! 
 
We need 15 more 
cannisters of salt 
to complete our 
needs for this pro-
ject.  
 
Please drop a car-
ton of salt in the 
bin when you visit 
the church. 
 
Thank you! 

Top: 
Darlene Parrish and George Caldwell  
Middle: 
Gracie Gregory and Emma Rainey 
Right: Julie Bundy and the Rev. Linda McKiernan-Allen 
Bottom: 
Duane & Beverly Matthews, (right front) Marsha Barnard, 
Alberta Hughes 

Spring Fellowship at FCC! 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Let us know if you watch us online! We 
hope many of you enjoy our online 
YouTube worship services. We’d love to 
know who is watching!  
 

If you regularly watch us online, please let 
us know by commenting during the live 
feed or by sending an e-mail to  
fccsherrydenney@outlook.com. 
 

We would like to hear your feedback so we 
can continue to improve! 

 
Please subscribe to our YouTube channel: firstchristiannewcastlein 

Donations via Debit or Credit Card—to make a donation using your debit or credit card, simp-
ly give the church office a call at 765-529-2403. We can take your information and complete 
the transaction over the phone. You may also mail in your pledge and offerings. Your financial 
help keeps the ministries of FCC alive! The address of the church is 2000 Bundy Avenue, New 
Castle, IN  47362.  


