
   
 

Volume 85-Number 3                                                                                                      April 1,  2021 

  
First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN 47362 
 

firstchristiannewcastle.org 
phone: 765.529.2403 

 

Rev. Nathan’s Notes 
 

These next two weeks are like Indiana weather at this time of year – things 
change quickly! 

There are shouts of hosanna that too quickly turn to shouts of harassment. 
The one who came in loyalty is betrayed, then denied. The peacefulness of 
the donkey is replaced by the cruelty of capital punishment. Then there is 
the darkness of the tomb. No light. No life. Only death. 

But, but, as the old folk used to say, “It might be Friday, but Sunday’s a-
coming!” 

As you know, the darker the darkness, the brighter is the light. 

Try it out. Go into a moderately lit room and light a match. You’ll see the flame, of 
course, but it likely won’t make much difference in the room. 

Now, take that same match into a pitch-dark room and see what happens. The light from that 
same match will transform that space entirely. In fact, you may find it difficult to focus on any-
thing but the light! 

The darker the darkness, the brighter is the light! 

Not only is this true in a physical sense; it is also true in a spiritual sense: When our spirits are at 
their darkest, and there seems little hope, the light of love can be especially illuminating! 

Either in person or online, I hope you stop by FCC this Sunday and next at 10 AM. That’s one 
place we are reminded of God’s limitless love. 

Rev. Nathan 

The Christian Builder 

Rev. Alecia 
Gross 

Rev. Nathan Day Wilson 
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April 4, 11, 18, 25 

 

10:00 A.M. Worship Service in our Sanctuary and Online 
To join online, visit our YouTube channel: 

firstchristiannewcastlein 
 

April 1 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

April 2 
 

Good Friday 
 

Our Prayer Vigil begins at 7:00 p.m. on Good Friday evening and goes until Noon on Holy Saturday. 
See more information and sign up details on page 8 of this newsletter 

 
April 3 

 

Holy Saturday 
Prayer Vigil ends at Noon 

 
April 4 

 

Easter Sunday Worship Service 
Easter Egg Hunt outside after Worship Service 

 
April 11, Guest Minister 

 
Join us as the Rev. David Livingston returns to our pulpit as our Guest Minister. 

 
April 11, Board Meeting 

 

All members and friends of FCC are encouraged to participate in the meetings of the General Board.  
If you cannot attend, we ask that you pray for all board members. 

 
April 22 

 

Earth Day  

April 2021  
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To the Elders of First Christian Church,  
 
Thank you for the cards and prayers for me 
and Ed. We are doing fine.  
 
God bless you and our church. 
 
Vikkie Witham 

First Christian Church,  
Thank you for the warm welcome I have received with my return to church...the beautiful 
glass cross is in my living room and the mug is also appreciated.  
 
Thank you again, I am enjoying attending services. 
 
Sincerely,  
Marsha Barnard 
 
Sherry,  
Please let everyone know how grateful we were for all the food, etc. Unfortunately, we lost 
track of names, etc. 
 
The hands and feet of God during sad times.  
 
Love,  
Brenda and Randy Asberry-Addam Copp’s family 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I want to thank you for sending me a copy of the Family Register card listing my grandpar-
ents and my mother. In the early 1920s, my mother played piano and organ for the church 
and I think my grandfather was a deacon or usher for many years.  
 
Sincerely,  
Ronald P. Moore 
 
To: Elaine Hinton, Tracey and Jim Bell, Brian Jackson, Jan Lindsey, Buck Quigley, Don 
and Sherry Denney, Tami and Todd Eversole, Claudia Jackson, To the Elders of First 
Christian Church, Thank you for the many blessings I receive from your cards. The Valen-
tine’s card offered much love and the St. Patrick’s Day card is a lovely reminder of God’s 
promises to us-never to flood the earth again and our promise of salvation as we turn to 
Christ. Previous cards sent as well have brought me joy at just the right time. 
 

Thank you! Love to All! Lots of Hugs to All! Happy Spring! 
Debbie Laurie 



 4 
 

Call the church office at 765-529-2403 to order chancel flowers in 
memory, honor or with thanksgiving for your loved ones. 
 
This year our flowers will be a mixture of hyacinths, tulips and 
daffodils depending on availability.  
 
Each flower pot is $15 with any amount over the cost of the flower 
being deposited in the Memorial Fund of First Christian Church 
for special projects. 
 
Any amount over the cost of the flower will be reflected on your 
2021 giving statement. 
 
Flowers must be ordered before April 1, 2021. 

Encourage wonder 

For a new perspective on Bible accounts you’ve heard over and over, play “I Won-
der” with children and adults alike. Similar to “I Spy,” it encourages a deeper dive 
into familiar passages. Simply explore ideas that aren’t detailed in the Bible, start-
ing with the phrase “I wonder.” For example: 

• I wonder if any Roman soldier was standing in the back not mocking Jesus 
(Matthew 27:27-31). If so, what was he thinking as others threw about insults? 

•  

• I wonder how long it took Joseph of Arimathea to cut his own tomb out of the 
rock (Matthew 27:57-60). What did he think about as he worked? 

 

• The day after Jesus’ ascension, I wonder which disciple spoke first at breakfast 
— and what he said. 

 
Scholars may have chimed in on some of these ponderings, but there’s likely no 
right answer. Playing “I Wonder” can help you slow down to really pay attention 
and experience more of a Bible passage — especially one you seem to know by 
rote. 

Add meaning to this year’s Easter celebration by letting your wonder wander 
during Holy Week. Then continue the practice whenever you’re eager to gain 
new insights on the “old, old story … of Jesus and his love.” 

—Janna Firestone 

 

Join us on YouTube! 
 

firstchristiannewcastlein 
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Easter around the world 

Easter traditions are important, but they vary widely. While Americans dye hardboiled 
eggs, Kenyans carve soapstone eggs and present them as gifts in banana-fiber boxes. In 
Bermuda, locals fly homemade kites on Good Friday — a tradition that began when a 
teacher illustrated Christ’s ascension to heaven using a cross-shaped kite. 
 
Ethiopian Christians observe a 56-day fast from meat and all animal products. On East-
er, they dress in white to worship in churches decorated with handmade fabric. Then 
they feast with non-Christians on roast chicken, goat and rice. 
 
In France, church bells are silent between Holy Thursday and Easter to observe Jesus’ 
Passion. According to legend, the bells grow wings and fly to Rome to be blessed, re-
turning on Easter with chocolate and presents. In one town’s main square, chefs make a 
giant omelet with 4,500 eggs to feed 1,000 people! 

Worship Leader Schedule 
 

4/4/2021       Claudia Jackson 
4/11/2021      Brian Jackson 
4/18/2021      Beverly Matthews 
4/25/2021      Claudia Jackson 
5/2/2021        John Miller 
5/9/2021       Tami Eversole 
5/16/2021  Tracey Bell 
5/23/2021  Buck Quigley 

 

“Forgiveness is the well from which we draw the water to wash others’ feet.” 
—D. Siler 

 

* * * 
“Easter is more than a day, an event, a remembrance. It is a way of life.” 

—Michael Marsh 
 

* * * 
“April … hath put a spirit of youth in everything.” 

—William Shakespeare 
 

* * * 
“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” 

—St. Augustine 
 

* * * 
“Spring is nature's way of saying, ‘Let's party!’” 

—Robin Williams 
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Don’t miss 
Easter Sunday 

 at  
First Christian 

Church! 10 a.m. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt will follow 
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The Pastor Search Team meets on Wednesday evenings to search 
for a new minister for First Christian Church. The team has com-
pleted the Congregational Survey and submitted the document to 
the regional office. The next step is the distribution of our con-
gregational information to potential candidates. The Search Team 
Chairperson is Claudia Jackson. She is available to speak with 
you should you have any questions or concerns.  

Echoes of Easter 

The Resurrection wasn’t a “one-off”; it was a spark that lit a flame that contin-
ues burning even today, especially where people minister in the Risen One’s 
name. One such outreach, Camp Noah, serves children traumatized by disaster. 
Nationwide, volunteers offer week-long experiences of kindness, love, listening 
and safety to kids who’ve recently survived a tornado, flood, hurricane, wildfire 
or shooting. Kids often open up for the first time to share their “storm stories” 
and begin a journey of healing. 
 
Leaders at Camp Noah attest to God’s power to bring joy out of sorrow, trust 
out of fear and life out of death. A boy who initially was aloof dances with an-
other camper at the closing worship; kids who arrived with uncertain expres-
sions leave with smiles and regained confidence. Mental health counselors are 
part of camp teams, and referrals are made to continue care afterward. 
 
Resurrection often happens in steps, not overnight. But wherever “ordinary” 
daily ministry takes place in Christ’s name, extraordinary echoes of the first 
Easter are evident. 
 
—Heidi Mann 

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer; death is strong, but life is stronger. 
Stronger than the dark, the light; stronger than the wrong, the right. 

Faith and hope triumphant say, Christ will rise on Easter Day. 
 

—Phillips Brooks 



 8 

It is a long-standing tradition here at FCC to hold a prayer vigil begin-
ning on Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday.  
 
The Elders of our church take the lead in organizing and monitoring the 
vigil. The word "vigil" comes from the Latin word vigilia meaning wake-
fulness.  
 
It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on the Lord that our members 
are being asked to sign up for a half-hour time slot to pray in the chapel 
or at home.  
 
We are scheduling time slots now. The vigil begins at 7:00 pm on Good 
Friday (April 2) and goes until Noon on Holy Saturday (April 3). Please 
call the church office for available time slots.  
 
The office telephone number is 765-529-2403. Please leave a message 
if there is no answer and we will return your call. Let us join with all the 
Saints gone before us to continue this sacred tradition.  
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

The Family of Melinda Wahl, Gene Bundy, Jim Bell, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, 
Glenda Baker, The Family of Addam Copp, The Family of Amy Saunders, Unspo-
ken Prayer Requests, Scott Pfenninger, The Family of Eddie Pierce, an end to 
Covid 19 and help for all affected, The Clients of the Henry County Foster Closet 
Ministry, AnaBell Shell, Donald Joyce, Aaron Huffman, Tony Hinton 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Doug-
las, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty 
Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams, Melba McKnight 

Family Team Announces Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt will be Held on 
Church Lawn, April 4, 2021 
 
Shelly and Richey Dickerson, chair-
persons of the Family Team remind 
us that Easter traditions are im-
portant here at FCC!  
 
Our annual egg hunt will be held af-
ter worship service on Sunday, April 
4th. 
 
For safety, the egg hunt will be held 
on our beautiful church lawn. If it 
rains, each child present will be giv-

en a bag of filled eggs to take home.  
 

Please invite children 12 and under to come to our Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

Thank you for helping us keep this tradition alive! 

 

 

28 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest. 
29 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 

30 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

Matthew 11:28-30, NRSV 
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

THERE ARE 2 WAYS  

TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP SERVICE ! 

We are back in our beautiful church Sanctuary in person and  

we have a YouTube channel. 

Our YouTube channel is      firstchristiannewcastlein 

Missed church on Sunday?  

You can watch our  services on YouTube anytime, NIGHT OR DAY! 

Perhaps you’d like to watch the service all over again! Past services are available. 

Simply visit our YouTube channel and watch as many times as you’d like. 

Please subscribe to our channel on YouTube! 

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office 
so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from an 
Elder, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 765-529-2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or pray-
er chain.  If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   


