
About Our Search Team 

 

Claudia was born in New Castle and has been a lifelong resident. She graduated from Ball State University with a B.S and 
M.A in Elementary and Special Education. She taught in the New Castle Community School Corporation for 32 years. She 
is now retired and works part-time at her daughter’s store where she decorates designer cookies and works with 
customers. She also helps with her five grandchildren. 

Claudia is a “cradle baby” and a lifetime member of First Christian Church. She currently serves as Chairman of the 
Search and Call Team, Elder, Evangelism Team Chair, Worship Team, and Sunday School Teacher. She loves her church 
and her church family and is excited for the future of First Christian Church as we work to serve God by serving others. 

Claudia is married to her high school sweetheart, Brian for 44 years. They have three married children and five amazing 
grandchildren that are the love of their lives. They enjoy boating, the beach, traveling, and spending time with family 
and friends. 

 

Susan is a lifelong Henry County resident. She lives in New Castle with her husband, Mike, and their two children, Hank 

who recently graduated from college and Olivia who is a junior in college. 

Susan has been a local real estate broker for over 25 years. She has a passion for this community, and she is currently 

involved in several local organizations. Promoting and improving the local community is especially important to her. If 

she has free time, she enjoys working outside in her yard. The Neal family has worshiped at First Christian Church for 

many years. This is Susan’s second time being a member of a Search Committee. 

 

 

 

(Paul) Duane Matthews was born in New Castle, Indiana and has lived in the community for most of 

his life, except for a five-year period when he lived in Michigan and Indianapolis to be closer to his 

work. He retired from General Motors, where he was a Skilled Tradesman with thirty years of 

service. 

Duane chose to complete his nursing degree and worked as an RN for six years before retiring a second time. A past 

master and current recording secretary of the New Castle Masonic Lodge #91, he is also a volunteer with Healthy 

Communities of Henry County. He has coached baseball in the community for 40 years for all ages, but he is most proud 

of being able to coach all ten of his grandsons in baseball.  
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Married to Beverly, together they have five children and 13 grandchildren who all live in the Henry County community. 

They have been attending First Christian Church for almost two years and feel at home with the Christian principles and 

the wonderful people who are dedicated to sharing Christ’s love in the community. Both he and his wife enjoy travel, 

theatre, music, boating and snow skiing. Duane has previously served on two other minister search committees at a 

prior congregation and looks forward to helping select a new minister who wants to lead, grow and be blessed with 

fellowship. 

 

Tracey Bell has been a member of First Christian Church for 49 years and has a deep love for her church and her church 
family. She is married to her high school sweetheart, Jim. They have two sons, Jacob, deceased, and Andrew who is 
married and lives in Indianapolis. Tracey is a Worship Leader, an Elder, teaches Sunday school is on the Tech Team. Her 
husband plays the drums for Down to Earth, the church praise band. 

Tracey is a Certified Medical Assistant for Ob/Gyn doctors and has been employed in that role for 28 years. She loves 
reading, gardening and last but not least, her dog Sadie. 

 

Don has been a member of FCC since 2003. In addition to being a member of the Pastor Search team, he currently 

serves on the Tech Team, is an Elder and Worship Leader. Like many members of our fellowship, Don pitches in 

wherever he is needed, including filling the altar candles and serving as a deacon.  

Don works at Advance Auto Parts as the New Castle store General Manager. His job requires long hours, but in his spare 

time, he loves to spend time with his family especially his young grandson, Tucker.  
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Buck Quigley Lives in Springport Indiana with his wife Connie. They have six children all grown with families of their own. 

Buck is a sales account manager for Jobsite Supply in Indianapolis. He sells and services the concrete construction 

industry throughout the state of Indiana.  

Buck is our current President of the General Board, is an Elder and teaches Sunday school. Buck also deacons, serves as a 

worship leader and is a greeter. Buck and his wife enjoy fixing up their old farmhouse, collecting antiques, spending time 

with their family, going to car shows and traveling when possible.  

 

 

Abigail Renner began attending First Christian Church as a child. A few years ago, she happily returned and is a very 
active member of the congregation. A recent graduate of an Ohio college, she is currently in her second year of teaching 
elementary school at Anderson Preparatory Academy, Anderson, Indiana. Her passion is working with families and 
students that are in need. Along with teaching, she is the Varsity Softball Coach at New Castle High School.   
 
She is engaged to Quinn Zaerr whom she met while in college. She is excited to be a part of the Search Committee and 
her goal is to help First Christian Church build and grow as we look to find a new Pastor. 

 

John grew up here in New Castle, Indiana. After high school graduation, John attended and graduated from Purdue 
University, West Lafayette, Indiana. He relocated to Chicago, Illinois for his first job after college. John enjoyed a 43-year 
career in the financial services sector. 

John returned to his hometown for retirement and began attending the church of his childhood baptism--First Christian. 
He serves as the Treasurer of the General Board, is an Elder, Trustee and a deacon. 

Even though he lives in land-locked New Castle, John’s favorite hobby is sailing. Each year he participates in the Chicago 
to Mackinac yacht race, held in July. 
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