
   
 

Volume 85-Number 2                                                                                                        March 1, 2021 

  
First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN 47362 
 

firstchristiannewcastle.org 
phone: 765.529.2403 

 

Rev. Nathan’s Notes 
 

Wrestling with life is not about surviving a struggle to return to the way things were 
before the struggle. Rather, it is about growing through struggles to something new, 
something that did not exist before.  
 

That’s why the words “burden” and “blessing” are in every sermon title. I’m suggest-
ing a relationship between them.  
 

On the one hand, life’s big struggles – unexpected, unwanted, often undeserved, and 
always undignified – burden us. No doubt about it. They grab hold and try to defeat 
us.  
 

But along with the burden during the struggle, there is the possibility of blessing from the 
struggle. Getting to the blessing is usually difficult and depends largely on how we act and 
react. 
 

The blessing of conversion, for instance, is possible on the other side of the burden of change. The blessing 
of interdependence is possible from the burden of isolation. 
 

Remember, that’s how our guiding story goes in Genesis 25-32. Jacob was attacked as darkness set in. He 
wrestled his opponent all night, all the way until daybreak, and when the wrestling finished, things did not 
return to the way they were before. Jacob, instead, received the blessing of a new name. 
 

Yes, he limped ever after. Again, the burden is real. It leaves a mark. But Jacob limped as one, now named 
Israel, blessed by God. 
 

This next Sunday, 28 February, we’ll talk about the burden of exhaustion and the blessing of endurance. I 
hope you’ll be present in person or online. Healthy endurance may be different than you imagine. 
 

Rev. Nathan 

The Christian Builder 

Rev. Alecia 
Gross 

Rev. Nathan Day Wilson 



 2 

 
March 7, 14, 21, 28 

 

10:00 A.M. Worship Service in our Sanctuary and Online 
To join online, visit our YouTube channel: 

firstchristiannewcastlein 
 

March 7, Board Meeting 
 

All members and friends of FCC are encouraged to participate in the meetings of the General Board.  
If you cannot attend, we ask that you pray for all board members. 

 
March 28 

 

Palm Sunday 
 

April 1 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

April 2 
 

Good Friday 
 

Our Prayer Vigil begins at 7:00 p.m. on Good Friday evening and goes until Noon on Holy Saturday. 
See more information and sign up details on page 8 of this newsletter 

 
April 3 

 

Holy Saturday 
Prayer Vigil ends at Noon 

 
April 4 

 

Easter Sunday Worship Service 
Easter Egg Hunt outside after Worship Service 

 
April 22 

 

Earth Day  

March and April 2021  
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Henry County Foster Closet Ministry Cares for Our Community 
 

The Henry County Foster Closet ministry is located on the lower level 
of First Christian Church, 2000 Bundy Avenue, New Castle. Director, 
Azure Cross, skillfully leads a team of very dedicated volunteers. Vol-
unteers include: Mallory, Madison and Johnny Cross, Jan Lindsey, 
Claire, Chloe and Uboa Davis and Tami Eversole. Many others help 
as well by donating items such as hygiene products, baby wipes, gro-
cery gift cards and lots of clothing. Please help this ministry if you are 
able. You may contact Azure at 765-529-2403. 
 
Azure recently gave FCC’s General Board a report of people served. 
The numbers are as follows: 
 
August 2020:  75 
September 2020: 83 
October 2020:  165 
November 2020: 80 
December 2020:  153 

 

Daylight Saving 
Time begins on 
Sunday, March 
14, 2021, at 2:00 
A.M.  
 
On Saturday even-
ing, our clocks 
need to “spring 
forward” one 
hour. 
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God of times and seasons,  

you have brought us again to Lent  

for the study of Your Word, 

for the remembrance of the temptation of Your Son, 

and for the contemplation of His Cross. 

The birds know their seasons; 

forbid that we be blind to our times. 

Grant us a Lenten blessing, 

and may no one miss this time of growth. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord 

Amen 

Lenten Devotional  
Booklets Available! 

 

Pick one up at church or if you 
are out of town, we can mail 

one to you! 
 

These daily devotionals are also 
posted each day on Facebook.  

 
For mail, call the church office 

765.529.2403 
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Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives. 
The Eskimos practice balance as they venture 
into freezing Arctic waters in little boats.  
 
If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you know how 
easy they are to tip. Thankfully, kayaks are just 
as easy to turn back upright. 
 
That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a 
whole.  
 
Whatever spiritual disciplines we adopt, if we 
succumb to temptation, it’s no biggie. One of 
the lessons of Lent is that, as long as we’re trav-
eling light, it takes only a quick twist of the pad-
dle to right us. That paddle twist might take the 
form of a quick but heartfelt prayer: “Jesus, set 
me straight again!” Or it might mean some extra 
time set aside for quiet meditation with God. 
Don’t get worried if your spiritual discipline 
fails now and then. Just let Jesus help you get 
upright once more, and keep paddling! 
 
 
—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics 

Worship Leader Schedule 
 

3/7/2021       Tami Eversole 
3/14/2021      Tracey Bell 
3/21/2021      Buck Quigley 
3/28/2021      Don Denney 
4/4/2021       Claudia Jackson 
4/11/2021      Brian Jackson 
4/18/2021      Beverly Matthews 
4/25/2021      Claudia Jackson 
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The Pastor Search Team meets on Wednesday evenings to 
search for a new minister for First Christian Church. The 
team has completed the Congregational Survey and sub-
mitted the document to the regional office. The next step 
is the distribution of our congregational information to 
potential candidates. The Search Team Chairperson is 
Claudia Jackson. She is available to speak with you 
should you have any questions or concerns.  

 

SERMON SERIES 
 

 10 A.M. EACH SUNDAY  
THROUGH PALM SUNDAY 

In Person or Online  
https://youtu.be/KqLmIbIvOfE 
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It is a long-standing tradition here at FCC to hold a prayer vigil begin-
ning on Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday.  
 
The Elders of our church take the lead in organizing and monitoring the 
vigil. The word "vigil" comes from the Latin word vigilia meaning wake-
fulness.  
 
It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on the Lord that our members 
are being asked to sign up for a half-hour time slot to pray in the chapel 
or at home.  
 
We are scheduling time slots now. The vigil begins at 7:00 pm on Good 
Friday (April 2) and goes until Noon on Holy Saturday (April 3). Please 
call the church office for available time slots.  
 
The office telephone number is 765-529-2403. Please leave a message 
if there is no answer and we will return your call. Let us join with all the 
Saints gone before us to continue this sacred tradition.  
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

Gene Bundy Jim Bell, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Ad-
dam Copp, Amy Saunders, Connie Quigley’s Niece AnaBella, Unspoken 
Prayer Requests, Scott Pfenninger 
 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Kathryn DeVaughn, 
LaVaughn Douglas, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Sheila Jackson, John and 
Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Sharleen Heckley, David Williams 

Family Team Announces Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt will be Held on 
Church Lawn, April 4, 2021 
 
Shelly and Richey Dickerson, chair-
persons of the Family Team remind 
us that Easter traditions are im-
portant here at FCC!  
 
Our annual egg hunt will be held af-
ter worship service on Sunday, April 
4th. 
 
For safety, the egg hunt will be held 
on our beautiful church lawn. If it 
rains, each child present will be giv-

en a bag of filled eggs to take home.  
 

Please donate candy and eggs. There is a collection bin in the Narthex. 
 

Thank you for helping us keep this tradition alive! 

 

 

Psalm 27:14 Wait for the Lord; be strong 
and take heart and wait for the Lord.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

THERE ARE 2 WAYS  

TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP SERVICE ! 

We are back in our beautiful church Sanctuary in person and  

we have a YouTube channel. 

Our YouTube channel is      firstchristiannewcastlein 

Missed church on Sunday?  

You can watch our  services on YouTube anytime, NIGHT OR DAY! 

Perhaps you’d like to watch the service all over again! Past services are available. 

Simply visit our YouTube channel and watch as many times as you’d like. 

Please subscribe to our channel on YouTube! 

Please Keep Us Updated!  
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office 
so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a visit from an 
Elder, please contact the church office. The church office phone number is 765-529-2403. 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or pray-
er chain.  If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.   


