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Rev. Nathan’s Notes 
 

My spouse Janice likes to bake, which is good since I like to eat 
what she bakes. It’s one place our universes align. 

Cookies are among her specialties. They may be tried and true, 
such as chocolate chip or my favorite monster cookie, or they 
may be new and experimental. They may be round and chewy, 
or flat and crisp. They may be loaded with chocolate, or sans 
chocolate but full of nuts and berries. 

When our kids were younger, Janice would sometimes bake 
with them using cookie cutters. Whether the molds were metal 
or plastic, large or small, their job was the same: Mold the cook-
ie dough into identical shapes. 

There are good reasons for using cookie cutters. First of all, they are convenient. Baking 
cookies with a preformed shape is much more convenient, much easier than baking cookies 
shaped by hand. 

As well, cookie cutters are good because – at least in theory – the result is a batch of cookies 
that looks the same. 

And finally, cookie cutters help with quantity. You can produce a lot more cookies in a shorter 
amount of time when you are just stamping them out than when you take the time with each 
and every cookie. 

But there are downsides. Cookies made with cookie cutters are not nearly as creative as ones 
that are handmade. They don’t tell you as much about the personality of their baker. The 
shape imposed may not fit the cookie dough very well either. I mean, whoever heard of a 
Christmas tree-shaped cookie with a big raisin sticking out of it! 

Continued on next page 

Rev. Nathan Day Wilson 
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Continued from page one 

Religious communities are similar. Some are like cookie cutters, trying hard to 
stamp believers all into the same mold. Their approach to worship and education 
and service is more of “one size fits all” approach, rather than a customized, open 
approach. 

Sometimes faith communities of this sort demand conformity of thought and ac-
tion. At their worst, they shout, “My way is the only way!” and demean those 
who disagree. 

Other religious communities realize that faith is handmade. Yes, there are abso-
lutes and they should be known. But there is much more that God shares with us 
in ways appropriate to each of us. There’s much more individual shaping that 
God does in our lives so that we complement, not conform to, each other. 

It takes time and care to shape a faith of this type. And you must get your hands 
messy to make this kind of cookie. 

How can you tell one type from the other? Listen to the language. Does it en-
courage deeper thought, more genuine reflection, and authentic engagement? If 
so, it is more of the handmade faith variety. Or is the language closed? Does it 
duck the hard questions? Is there a pretend attitude that the world is of two 
shades with simple choices, rather than multicolored and complex? If so, then 
you have yourself a cookie cutter approach. 

I’m not saying one is better, but I prefer the handmade, open-ended, willing to 
ask difficult questions, joyful, recognizing that diversity enhances not detracts 
from unity, treating the Bible with the respect it deserves, trusting in God’s grace 
type. Try saying all that ten times real fast. 

In other words, I prefer the Disciples tradition. 
 

Items Needed for Foster Parent Appreciation Day 
 

Hello friends! The Henry County Foster Closet at First Christian Church has been 
asked to provide 10 gift baskets for Foster Parent Appreciation Day!  
 

We will be making 10 baskets for foster families in Henry County. The baskets 
are Valentine/Movie night/Game night themed. If you are able to donate, please 
have your items to the church by Friday, February 12th. Suggested items are can-
dy, fast food gift cards, snacks and games.  
Thank you, Azure Cross and Tami Eversole. 
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY 
Month at a Glance 

 

Online Services Only During January 2021 
 

During the month of January, all worship services will be online only. 
Services will be broadcast on our public Facebook page and also our 
YouTube channel: firstchristiannewcastlein. 
 
You may watch live at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday or visit our YouTube 
channel at your convenience to watch services you may have missed.  
 
The Executive Board of First Christian, will make a decision about 
February worship services after January 31st. They plan to examine the 
number of Covid 19 cases in Henry county and the recommendation of 
the Henry County Health Department. Their decision will be published 
via One Call, e-mail and social media before February 7th.  
 
The church office is open and you may call the office at 765-529-2403 
or call Sherry on her cell phone at 317-850-1072 if you have a need. 
The church building is available if you desire to visit the chapel or the 
Sanctuary. Please call Sherry on her cell to make sure the building will 
be unlocked for you if you desire to visit for prayer or contemplation.  
 
January 18: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 
February 14: St. Valentine’s Day 
 
February 17: Ash Wednesday. Please stayed tuned for Ash Wednesday 
worship service plans.  
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th and ends April 3rd. 
 

********************** 

“Nonviolence is absolute commitment to the way of love. Love is not 
emotional bash; it is not empty sentimentalism. It is the active 
 outpouring of one’s whole being into the being of another.”  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the family of John A. 
Haynes. John, 67, of Mooreland passed away Sunday, De-
cember 27, 2020 at IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital. He 
was born June 23, 1953 in Henry County to Ralph A. and 
Lula M. (Hall) Haynes. He is survived by his mother, Lula 
M. Haynes; daughter, Andrea Powers; granddaughters, 
Brynlee & Cambree Powers all of New Castle; sisters, Car-

olyn Riley of Myrtle Beach, SC, Dorothy Elaine (Claude) Hinton of New Castle. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We extend our deepest condolences to the family of Lena “Gay” Matthews, 85, of New Castle who 
passed away on December 30, 2020, after complications from COVID-19. She was born in Byrdstown, 
Tennessee on December 15, 1935 to the late W. O. Neal and Mattie Massengale Neal.  
Gay is survived by her children, Paul Duane (Beverly) Matthews, Billie Elaine (Tim) Gwinn and Mi-
chael (Rhonda) Matthews, all of New Castle. Grandchildren, Brian (Lori) Matthews, Dustin (Courtney) 
Matthews, Paula (Kent) Bubp, Chris (Natalie) Gwinn, Neal Gwinn, Emily Amburgey and Paul (Morgan) 
Matthews. Step-grandchildren, Ashley (Aaron) Huffman, Shannon Wright and Lee (Amber) Marcum. 
 
Her great-grandchildren include, Taylor Matthews, Tori Matthews, Caleb (Shaley) Matthews, Christina 
Gwinn, Jaira Gwinn, Nathan Gwinn, Megan Gwinn and Jalena Gwinn, Riley Amburgey, Lilly Am-
burgey, Dexter Matthews and Violet Matthews; and ten step-great grandchildren, Kayla Huffman, Tre-
vor Huffman, William Huffman, Nicholas Huffman, Isabel Wright, Jasper Wright, Jonah Wright, Kisen 
Marcum, Callan Marcum and Lane Marcum and many special nephews and nieces.  

Offering Envelopes are available at the church. 
Please contact the church office for your enve-
lopes. The phone number is 765-529-2403. Most 
of you will have a box of envelopes even if you 
did not make a written pledge.  
 

We can deliver to your porch or mail them to you 
(if you are out of town). 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First 
Christian Church! 

 2021 STAR WORDS ARE HERE! 
 
A cherished tradition here at FCC is the distribution 
of our yearly Star Words.  
 
If you have not received your word for 2021, 
please contact the church office.  
 
You can call (765-529-2403), e-mail 
(fccsherrydenney@outlook.com)or send Sherry a 
Facebook message.  

 
Choose a number between 1 and 362 and you will be given a word to guide you 
in 2021. The words offer opportunities to grow, reflect and serve. Ask for your 
Star Word today! 
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Christmas Basket  

Project Report 
 

Our basket team created new 
ways to safely package and dis-
tribute Christmas food baskets 
in December but the team actu-
ally enjoyed the new methods 
and plan to continue them in 
2021! 
 

The 26 food baskets were 
spread out all over the main 
floor of the church so packers 
could fill the bags while socially 
distancing. Then on distribution 
day, a drive thru pick up was 
conducted. The recipients 
stayed in their cars and our vol-
unteers placed the groceries in 
their trunks. Masks were worn 
at all times. 
 

The Christmas Basket project is 
an outreach effort of the Evan-
gelism team.  
 

The Evangelism team wants to 
say THANK YOU to each one 
of you! Thank you to each per-
son who sent a monetary dona-
tion, who donated items and 
who worked to pack and distrib-
ute! 
 

Thank you for being the hands 
and feet of Christ in our local 
community! 

Jesse Adams helped by 
packing baskets and loading 
groceries in vehicles.  

Mike and Susan 
Neal lend a hand 
packing baskets.  



 6 The Power of Love 
 
By comparing love to everything from oxygen and fire to wind and war, songs and 
poetry emphasize its immense power — for good or for ill. Christian author Patrick 
Morley uses metaphors that focus on love’s practicality in everyday life: “Love is the 
glue that holds us together and the oil that keeps us from rubbing each other the 
wrong way.” He also calls love “the WD-40 of relationships” because it “can seep into 
tight places where logic, threats and even promises just can’t seem to penetrate.” 
 
 

St. Augustine, who predated WD-40 by centuries, knew that love not only eases fric-
tion in personal interactions but, with God’s help, can change hearts and lives. “Love 
all [people], even your enemies,” he advises. “Love them, not because they are your 
brothers, but that they may become your brothers. Thus you will ever burn with fra-
ternal love, both for him who is already your brother and for your enemy, that he 
may by loving become your brother.” 

 

February 
21-28 

Week of Compassion  
blessing boxes are here!  

 

Stop by the church and 
pick up one today (at the 
north door)! Fill it up to 
offer your support for 

those in need all around 
the world. Bring it back 

after February 28th.  
 

To read more, visit 
weekofcompassion.org.  

Christ distributes courage through community; he dissipates doubts through 
fellowship. He never deposits all knowledge in one person but distributes 
pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many. When you interlock your understand-
ing with mine, and we share our discoveries, when we mix, mingle, confess 
and pray, Christ speaks. 

—Max Lucado, Fearless 



 
Dear Friends of FCC,  
Thank you all so much for the notes, concern and flowers for the passing of my brother John. 
Dorothy Elaine and Claude Hinton, Lula Haynes, Andrea, Brynlee and Cambree Powers 
 
Thank you for the lovely crystal cross and all of your thoughtfulness through the past couple 
of years. Melvin and Dee Igo 
 
Received my beautiful cross—what a lovely and wonderful surprise.  
Thank you so much—David Williams 
 
Dear First Christian Church,  
Thank you so much for the Hersheys, card and book mark for Mom. As you know, she really 
loves Hersheys! Love, Dee Ann Douglas 
 
Dear First Christian Family,  
Thank you so much for my Christmas gift! Is it a wonderful privilege to serve God alongside 
all of you here at First Christian. This past year (2020) has been challenging but we pulled 
together in Christian unity and continued to worship and spread God’s Good News to our 
community. I am looking forward to another year in ministry with all of you! 
Peace and Love,  
Sherry  
 
Thank you for the cross-thank you to Todd and the church. I am very proud of it! 
Flo Clampitt 
 
A very nice surprise to see Tami Eversole bringing me a gift from the church. The cross is 
beautiful. Thank you for thinking of me. Also—thank you to all that set up the beautiful lu-
minaries-that took a lot of time. Joy and happiness to all-Mary Ellen Reyman 
 
Dear FCC Family,  
Thanks for the Christmas sack of goodies. I am enjoying them a lot. Kathryn DeVaughn 
 
The church received beautiful Christmas cards from the Thomas, Bogue and Cook families, 
David Williams, Beverly Potts and Mona Cash. Mona writes: thank you all for thinking of 
me. I miss you all and hope to come back when I feel a little more comfortable. Take Care 
and Stay Safe. 
 
How nice to receive the glass cross. It really brightened my day! Thanks to all!  
Virginia Howell 
 
To All the Elders-thank you very much for thinking of me with cards and gifts this past year. 
I miss my church family very much. Glad that 2021 is here and I know that God has great 
things for us in the this new year. Love, Mary Ellen Reyman 
 

Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
    my lips will praise you. Psalm 63:3 NRSV 

Thank You Notes! 
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Visit our YouTube channel—firstchristiannewcastlein– to watch our recent worship services includ-
ing our beautiful Christmas Eve service. Above, left to right, Alicia Jackson sings our traditional 
closing hymn, “Silent Night” while Colbie Jackson, Claudia Jackson and Richey Dickerson shine 
their lights.  
 
If you need help finding the services on YouTube please call the church office at 765-529-2403.  

December 20th, our 
luminary set up crew 
worked hard setting 
out traffic cones to cre-
ate a path for cars to 
take during our drive 
thru luminary display. 
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We’re Conducting a Salt and Spice Drive in 2021 
 

After the holiday season is over the Christmas Basket committee always has discussion 
on ways to improve our service to those in need.  
 
Many food banks report that their clients need spices to use alongside other donated 
food. The food banks report that these spices are rarely seen among donated food items.  
 
This information got FCC’s committee thinking! We know that people want to help and 
will help if called upon. We know that many spices have very long dates and would be 
able to be stored until December 2021 and then used in 2022 and 2023.  
 
The first item we are calling upon you to donate is salt! If you go into grocery stores, 
we are asking you to check the date before purchasing. If you use curbside grocery pick 
up, we are asking you to place a note in your order to ensure receiving long dated prod-
uct. Most iodized salt has a shelf life of five years. You may also donate garlic salt, on-
ion salt, sea salt, etc. Just make sure the date extends well into 2022 and preferably into 
2023 and beyond.  
 
After you purchase salt to donate, we have two options; you can keep it at home until 
we return to in-person worship or you can drop it by the church for safe storage.  
 
After salt, we will call upon you to donate chili powder and cinnamon. Since our food 
baskets always contain bread, a bag of sugar and margarine, we can see a mother and 
father making warm cinnamon toast for their children after picking up their FCC food 
basket. Special meals around the table will help to create beautiful childhood memories.  
 
The global pandemic has shown us ways to think creatively as we continue our service 
to others. We believe this salt and spice drive is a good year-long project for 2021. 
Please do not make a special trip into a grocery store for these products—we want you 
to be safe, but if you happen to be out, please remember this donation drive. Thank you! 
 

 
Help us Keep Our Property Clean  

in 2021 
 

We have a big beautiful church yard that we 
take pride in—it is a joy to keep our property 
looking great for our neighborhood and our 
community.  
 

This is where we need your help! Due to our 
proximity to State Road 3, lots of trash blows 
our way. We are putting out a call for you to 
help us keep our yard trash free. Pick a sunny 
day and walk the yard and tree line picking 
up trash. This is great exercise and also a 
mood booster. 
 

Left: Tucker Feltz put on his warm clothing 
and picked up church yard trash on 1-12-21.  



 10 

 

 

  

 

Left: Thank you to Todd Eversole for 
donating the lights to decorate this ever-
green tree in our church yard! Thank you 
to Brian Jackson for helping string the 
lights. This tree was a special addition to 
our holiday season here at 2000 Bundy 
Avenue! 

Right: On December 20th, over 240 lumi-
naries lined our driveway, sidewalks and 
parking lot as we welcomed the way for the 
Christ child. This display was a beautiful 
gift to our community and was a wonderful 
team effort. In addition to the luminaries, 
we broadcast over a FM transmitter. Alicia 
Jackson sang hymns and Claudia Jackson 
read Scripture and told the Christmas story. 
People driving through tuned to a radio 
station to hear the broadcast. Thank you to 
everyone who helped in any way.  

 

A daily prayer 
 
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help 
us remember that you are present. If we 
find ourselves in the shadows of disap-
pointment or rejection or pain, let us see 
your comforting light. If we’re in the ra-
diant light of success or acceptance or 
wholeness, may we acknowledge your 

providence and grace. Wherever we are, 
grant us the assurance of your nearness. 

 

 Amen.  
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

A prayer for Ash Wednesday 
 

Lord of the winds, 
I cry to thee, 

I that am dust, 
and blown about 

by every gust 
I fly to thee. 

 
Lord of the waters, 

unto thee I call. 
I that am weed 

upon the waters borne, 
and by the waters torn, 
tossed by the waters, 

at thy feet I fall. 
 

—Mary Coleridge (1861-1907) 


