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Reverent Reflections              by Reverend Alecia Gross 

Then the Lord said, “Go … and deliver Israel; I hereby commission you.” Gideon responded, 
“But sir, how can I deliver Israel? My clan is the weakest, and I am the least in my family.”  
Judges 6:14-15 (NRSV) 
 

This is the Lord’s second go-round with Gideon. The first time around God said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warri-
or.” To which Gideon responded (more or less), “Really?! Are you kidding?!!”It’s as if God went to the wrong address 
(again). Instead of “mighty warrior,” God knocked on the door of Joe Schmo and said, “Hail, mighty warrior.” In re-
sponse, Joe—with hair-disheveled, shirt buttons mis-aligned, wearing mis-matched socks—said, “Who me?” 

Yep, you. 

It happens again and again in the Bible. You are God’s idea of a mighty warrior, as unlikely and impossible as that may 
seem to you. Not long ago I heard a story about a young man who couldn’t get through a day without taking a drink. 
He wandered into the church through the basement door, that is AA. He was dragged upstairs to the sanctuary by his 
girlfriend. One day the pastor said to him, “I think you’ll be good with the youth.” “Lady,” he said, “I think you got the 
wrong guy.” “No,” said the pastor, “I think you’ll be just great. Let’s go.” So he did go, and it worked out in amazing 
ways. 

God so often passes on the obvious candidates to do his work, to run his errands, to deliver his people. He chooses stut-
tering Moses, sinful Isaiah, too-young Mary, too-old Sarah, even an-out-and-out total enemy, Paul—among others. 

God, as a friend likes to put it, has a preferential option for the unlikely. 

Remember choosing teams for this or that, and dreading being chosen last? Last … that’s God preferred material, 
God’s idea of a good time. 

Prayer 

Call us, Lord, the unlikely, the last and the least. Surprise us with your wild grace, your 

wisdom that is not the world’s wisdom, your ways that are not the world’s ways. Amen. 
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FEBRUARY 
Month at a Glance 

February 2-9-16-23 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

February 2 
Souper Bowl of Caring Collection 

Board Meeting right after Worship Service 
 

February 6 
 Women’s Coffee Talk at 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Lounge. 

 
February 8 

Snow Tubing Trip. Leave parking lot at 11 a.m.  See page 7 for details. 
 

February 12 
Men’s Fellowship Group Dinner. More details coming soon! 

 
 

February 16 
Elders’ meeting after Worship service. Special guests, Heritage House Staff 

 

February 19 
6:30 p.m., Long Range Planning Committee Meeting, all are invited to join! 

 

February 26 
Ash Wednesday service at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 a.m. Please join us.  

 
In the image of love 

 
While using play therapy with young cancer patients, social 
worker Amy Jandrisevits found that kids identify best with dolls 
that resemble them — yet doll diversity was rare. 
 
As described in Gather magazine, she launched a line called “A 
Doll Like Me” that customizes dolls not only to “a child’s eth-
nicity, gender, hair color and interests, but also their physical 

characteristics such as clefts, birthmarks, scars and limb differences.” She adds, “It is more than just a 
doll to a child; it is a representation of the child who owns it.” So far, Jandrisevits has made 300+ dolls 
for kids worldwide — a project she considers to be a ministry. 

 
Dolls representing vast human differences are a profound reminder that God infused the world with vari-
ety and pronounced it good. Just as each custom-made doll is made in the image of the child who will 
adopt and love it, we’re made in the image of God, who claims us as his beloved children forever. 
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 With Sympathy 
 

Iris Alexander 
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of Iris Alexander. Iris 
passed away on January 3, 2020 at the age of 94. Most people will remember Iris 
from her post at the check out counter of Bud Alexander’s Cafeteria. She and her 
husband owned this local favorite until its closure.  
 

Iris was a long-time member of First Christian Church. Most recently she had resid-
ed at the Waters care facility where she was faithfully visited by Elder Buck 
Quigley and Pastor Alecia Gross. 
 

The funeral service was held on Wednesday, January 8, 2020 with Rev. Alecia 
Gross as the officiant. The Congregation of First Christian served the family a fu-
neral luncheon directly following the service.   

Craig Bailey 
Beloved member, Craig E. Bailey, 65, of Carthage and formerly of New Castle 
passed away Saturday, November 30, 2019, at his residence. He was born Sep-
tember 4, 1954, to the late Richard C. and Lois (Brenneman) Bailey. 
 
The congregation of First Christian was blessed by and thankful to God for 
Craig’s leadership and his musical talents. Craig could be found singing and 
playing the keyboard each Sunday during worship service for many years. 
Craig’s devotion to our congregation was very evident and much appreciated. 
Craig will be dearly missed.  
 
He is survived by his adoring wife, Martyne (Porter) Bailey; children, Vincent 
Bailey (Joni Bilderback), Benjamin Bailey (Olivia Emmons), Hannah Meckes, 

Sophia (Bradley) Logan; granddaughters, Tessa Martyne and Stella Rose; brothers, Alan Bailey and Bruce 
(Jennifer) Bailey; nephews, Asher (Michelle) Bailey, Eli Bailey, Eric (Amanda) Bailey; niece, Deanna (Tom) 
Chezem; brothers in law, Jon Porter, Tracy (Lydia) Porter and Steve Porter; several much loved aunts, uncles, 
cousins, friends and two special cats, Willow (tree) and Lily (pad). 
 

Craig’s funeral service was held here at the church on Thursday, December 5, 2019. The Rev. Alecia Gross offi-
ciated at the service. The congregation served Craig’s family and friends a funeral luncheon before the service. 
Burial was at Little Blue River Cemetery, Rush County. If desired, memorial contributions may be sent to the 
American Head & Neck Society which supports the advancement of research and education in head and neck 
oncology.  
 
Mary Jane Comer 

 

Mary “Jane” Comer, 97, of New Castle passed away Sunday, December 
29, 2019 at Addison Place in New Castle. She was born December 4, 1922 
in New Castle, a daughter of the late Redrick and Mary (Revelee) Reece. 
 
Jane had been employed at Perfect Circle in New Castle as a welder and as 
a waitress at the Wagon Wheel in New Castle. She enjoyed square dancing 
with the Sutton Strutters.  
 
She attended First Christian Church in New Castle and was a member of 
the Moose Lodge. Jane loved and raised dogs and was an avid shopper, 
always looking for a bargain. She enjoyed entertaining and spending time 
with family & friends. 
 
Survivors include her daughter Debby Weaver, son-in-law Marty Weaver 
(our Music Director) and grandson, Sean Muha. Jane’s funeral service was 

held on January 3rd with the Reverend Alecia Gross officiating. The congregation of First Christian served the 
family a meal after  the service.  
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Prayer Concerns: 

Yvonne McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Robbie 
Dunn, Glenda Baker, Tammy Madden, Bob Norton, Gene West, Stacey Crane, Steve 
Bailey, Dale Howard, Claudia Jackson, Don Tichenor and Family, George Ferrell, 
Randy Canaday, Pat French, Tracy Quigley, Vickie Rhodes, Kelly Cartwright, Janet 
Dunn, Carter Dickerson, Cindy Willyard, Brad Coffey, Wanda Young, Alex Holcomb 
(being deployed overseas), Garrett Cooper, The Family of Wanda Young, The Family 
and Friends of Amy McKown, Duane Ford, Larry Romine, Claude Hinton, Diane Rip-
berger 
  

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Jim Acker, Kathryn DeVaughn, 
LaVaughn Douglas, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleve-
land, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Sharleen Heckley 

 
February 

17-23 
Our blessing boxes are 
out! Pick up one today 

and fill it up to offer your 
support for those in need 

all around the world.  
To read more, visit 

weekofcompassion.org .  
 

Bring back your box on 
2/23/2020! 

Join the Long Range 
Planning Committee in 

2020! 
 

First meeting of the 
year is February 19th 

at 6:30 p.m. in the  
Fellowship Lounge 

 
Want more info? Call Don at 

317-646-9948  



 
Thanks to all of you for the bag of snacks. I am fine and think of everyone often. 
In Christian Love, Virginia Howell 
 
Dear First Christian Church, Thank you so much for the yummy candy and fruit for Christ-
mas. As you know, I love chocolate! I appreciate your thoughtfulness. 
Love, LaVaughn Douglas 
 
Dear First Christian Congregation, Words almost fail me. Your outpourings of love and sup-
port for Craig-and for me-but MOSTLY Craig—as I was right there with you all-trying to 
bolster and feed, cajole and support, love and pray for him, every minute of the day. He so 
loved and appreciated you all, as I do. Thank you—hugs—for all that I can think of and 
things that I may have forgotten. Food, visits, generosity to assist during our time of FMLA, 
the church that was his home, your friendship and the beautiful poinsettia (which reminded 
me of Lois) Your prayers, cards, texts, positive energies sent our way were invaluable. Craig 
felt very much loved which is-was-his idea of a life well-lived.  Love, Martyne and Craig 
 
Thank you so much for your generous gift of food and supplies for my family. It helped out 
tremendously. The Walkers 
 
To my First Christian Church Family, Thank you very much for the generous Christmas gift. 
It is a blessing and a privilege to be our Music Director. A especially big thank you for the 
lovely funeral dinner for Mary Jane Comer. It was a great time for sharing reflections and 
stories. The dinner was delicious and the planter is beautiful.  
Peace and Love, Marty Weaver 
 
Dear F.C.C. Congregation: I am so thankful for our ministry together here First Christian. 
Each one of you, our fellowship and our time serving God together is so dear to me! I appre-
ciate the kind Christmas gift and I happily look forward to 2020. I know God has a wonder-
ful plan for us! In Christ’s Love, Sherry Denney 
 
Thank you so much for your gift. It means a lot to me. Logan Nash 
 
Our F.C.C. Family: Thank you for the food and more importantly, your love and prayers dur-
ing my Mom’s illness and passing. We love you! Amy, Jayson, Eliza and Gabby Madden 
 
I want to thank you for the many notes and prayers. I went from terminal to remission for the 
last seven months, thanks to the many prayers that were sent out for me.  
In God’s Love, David Williams 
 
Dear First Christian Church, thank you. Thank you for the flowers sent in honor of Russ’ 
mother. Thank you for giving me time and space to be with Carla during her last days, and 
with our family after our loss. We are so very blessed to have your care and concern during 
this difficult time. From the bottom of our hearts, we appreciate all you have done.  
Pastor Alecia, Russ and Family 

Thank You Notes! 
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More Thank You Notes: 
 
First Christian Church, Thank you so much to each of you that sent cards to Mom, LaVaughn Douglas, for 
her 100th birthday! We truly appreciated it! Dee Ann and LaVaughn Douglas 
 
FCC Family, Thank you so much for the prayers and kind thoughts after the birth of Simon. The flowers you 
got us were super pretty! Allison, Ryan and Simon 
 

We received a Thank You note from the Christian Love Help Center for our $200 donation. The note is post-
ed on the main hallway bulletin board. 
 

Dear Church Family, It was so sweet of you to honor me with a Christmas gift. My family and I greatly ap-
preciate it. We were able to enjoy snow tubing, complete with hot chocolate due in part to your kindness! 
Love, Pastor Alecia and Family 
 

Dear Pastor Alecia and Board Members: Thank you so very much for the cards. They have helped me very 
much this year. I am doing o.k., I found out in March I have heart failure, but I am able to get around and 
about. I have had a weak heart ever since my heart attack in 2010. I miss George very much but I know he is 
in a much better place. Neva Tirey 
 

We extend a big THANK YOU to the Barnett Company (Jennifer Barnett) for always remembering her 
church family with fabulous cookies and brownies for Coffee Hour! We appreciate her thoughtfulness and 
kindness. Please stop by her shop on 14th street downtown and tell her how much we appreciate her gifts!  

Loving our neighbor, our earth, and our God” is the theme for the 2020 Spring Youth Assembly.  

Youth (grades 6-12) will gather together with new and old friends to learn about God ’s call to love our 
neighbors, including caring for our environment.  

March 27-29; 7 pm, Bradford Woods, Martinsville, Indiana 

To Register Visit:  http://indianadisciples.org/event/2020-spring-youth-assembly/  

ATTENTION PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS AND YOUTH! 
SUMMER CHURCH CAMP REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

All the details are here: 
 

http://indianadisciples.org/commissions/commission-on-faith-formation/#camp  

http://indianadisciples.org/event/2020-spring-youth-assembly/
http://indianadisciples.org/commissions/commission-on-faith-formation/#camp
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Calling all snow birds! First Christian will venture to Perfect North 
Slopes in Lawrenceburg on February 8th. We will leave from the 
parking lot at 11 a.m., and spend 2 hours on the snow. Then we’ll 
grab a meal together and be home around 7 p.m. As long as you are 
able to carry a tube and get up from the ground, all ages are wel-
come. Each youth can bring a friend.  Questions? Talk to Pastor 
Alecia.  

Simon Arthur Madison, infant son of Allison Sut-
ton Madison and Ryan Daniel Madison was dedi-
cated to God during our congregational worship 
service on January 26, 2020.  

Are you Mission Minded? Our Mission Team leader, Russ Gross, has a mission trip in mind and he 
is issuing a call to people age 12 and up! 

Tentatively, Russ is planning a trip to Kenosha, Wisconsin in 
June (14-19). 

Russ would love to hear from you! You can contact him by: using 
FB Messenger, calling him at 317-512-6482 or e-mail, 
russgross70@gmail.com. 

 

Lighten your load 
Keeping sabbath, not just on Sundays but throughout the entire week in an integrated way, keeps us sane, says Donna 
Schaper. While our culture pushes us to move faster, work harder and acquire more money and stuff, sabbath obser-
vances promote play, rest, love and worship. 
 
“Sabbath — time for God — is a gift in its origin and in its keeping,” Schaper writes in Sabbath Keeping (Cowley 
Publications). “It is not another must; it is a may. God invites us to keep sabbath; God does not demand it.” 
 
The commandment to keep the Sabbath day holy, she notes, “is an invitation to a party, not to a hanging. Sabbath 
keeping is not one more thing to add to our already long lists. [It] is lightness, not heaviness.” 
  

https://www.facebook.com/russgross?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBslTmfqpgckUGV9mhES2AbHT-KZqMBDi1-BANMiWebviarz2Rqj9L09qNTx8_xZUopXhzlsk0BwGDz&dti=138743132915551&hc_location=group
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First Christian Church 
2000 Bundy Avenue 
New Castle, IN  47362 

 

A prayer for Ash Wednesday 
 

Lord of the winds, 
I cry to thee, 
I that am dust, 
and blown about 
by every gust 
I fly to thee. 
 
Lord of the waters, 
unto thee I call. 
I that am weed 
upon the waters borne, 
and by the waters torn, 
tossed by the waters, 
at thy feet I fall. 
—Mary Coleridge (1861-1907) 


