First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362
firstchristiannewcastle.org
phone: 765.529.2403

The Christian Builder
Volume 84-Number 2

March 6, 2020

Reverent Reflections
by Reverend Alecia Gross

For God So Loved the Cosmos
For God so loved the world, God gave their only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. - John 3:16-17
Despite their non-judgey, non-condemny tone, have you ever heard these
verses used as a pretext for scaring people into salvation/heaven?
If so, here are three ideas author and theologian Matthew Laney has about
our lectionary passage for this week:
1. These verses are not angling toward heaven, hell, or purgatory. “Eternal
life” in John’s gospel isn’t never-ending existence after bodily death.
“Eternal life” is about abundant life here and now.

Rev. Alecia
Gross

2. For John, Jesus is the door into eternal-life-right-now, also known as “salvation.”
3. These verses are not about people, at least not exclusively so. Jesus does not say, “For God so loved human beings that God gave…” Jesus says, “God so loved the cosmos” (“world” is “kosmos” in Greek). That
includes flora, fauna and fungi; earth, wind and fire; rocks and clouds; protons, electrons, neutrons and
quarks; blackholes, nebulae and dark matter. God loves all of it because all of it is God’s love.
One might argue these verses are reserved for beings capable of believing. But who’s to say only humans
believe and worship? The Bible doesn’t say that. According to Scripture, all of nature (which includes every
cell of your body) praises and worships God.
The cosmos is not separate from you or outside of you. You are it. You are God’s love. That’s what Jesus
came to reveal, then and now.
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March and April 2020
March 18
Long Range Planning Meeting at 6:30 pm
Fellowship Lounge
All invited
March 13 and 14
Wedding Rehearsal and Wedding, church in use
March 20 and 21
Wedding Rehearsal and Wedding, church in use
March 23
Worship Planning at 5:00 pm, Keystone Lookout room
All invited
March 25
Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am, volunteers appreciated!
April 5, Palm Sunday
April 9, Maundy Thursday
April 10, Good Friday
Good Friday Service begins at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Prayer Vigil begins at 7:00 pm in the Chapel
April 11, Holy Saturday
Prayer Vigil ends at Noon
April 12
Easter Sunday Worship Service
April 22
Earth Day

April 22
Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am

With happy voices ringing,
thy children, Lord, appear,
their joyous praises bringing
in anthems sweet and clear.
For skies of golden splendor,
for azure rolling sea,
for blossoms sweet and tender,
O Lord, we worship thee. William Tarant
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Prayer Concerns:
Jim Bell, Terry Ewing, Glenda Baker, Tammy Madden, Bob Norton, Gene
Eliza Madden
West, Stacey Crane, Steve Bailey, Dale Howard, Claudia
Jackson, Don
Tichenor and Family, George Ferrell, Randy Canaday, Pat French, Tracy
Quigley, Vickie Rhodes, Kelly Cartwright, Janet Dunn, Cindy Willyard,
Brad Coffey, Alex Holcomb. Garrett Cooper, Duane Ford, Larry Romine,
Claude Hinton, Diane Ripberger, John Cleveland, Rex Peckinpaugh, Jesse Adams, Sr., Janet Conner, Gail Norton, The Family of Rhonda Thixton,
Vida Hilbert, Summer Whelchel
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: David Williams, Jim Acker,
Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Sheila
Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, PatSumer
Sibert,
Sharleen
Robinson
Heckley, Yvonne McGinnis, Mel and Dee Igo
See(k) first
On Facebook, I can “follow” as many people as I want, viewing their messages,
photos and activities. But I can choose only 30 to “see first” — that is, to prioritize in my news feed. As of this writing (Facebook changes often), if my “see
first” list is full and I want to add someone new, I must “unprioritize” someone
else.
That leads me to ponder bigger matters: I often claim to follow Jesus, but what
might I need to “unprioritize” to make him not just a priority but the priority in
my life? To what do I devote time and attention but ought to let go to follow
Christ more closely? What activities, behaviors and values do I need to not just
bump from my “see first” list but “unfollow” or “block” entirely? Perhaps they
are antithetical to discipleship or simply take too much time away from prayer,
Scripture and service.
This dilemma isn’t unique to the digital age. Facebook parlance is about what
we “see first,” but in Matthew 6:33 Jesus says, “Seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness” (ESV, italics added).
—Heidi Mann
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An important letter from our Minister
Dear FCC family,
I have been offered an unexpected opportunity. Last week I was offered the chance to
serve as Executive Director of Shelby County’s version of the United Way. I have accepted that position.
I will begin in this role on April 13 - after Easter. This means I will no longer be able to
serve as your full-time pastor.

I am willing to continue preaching on Sundays for as long as you need.
My family and I would like to continue living in the parsonage until the end of the school
year, roughly until June 1.
This is a wonderful congregation. It has been a difficult decision for our entire family.
But after lots of prayer, we all feel as if it is time to return to our home. It is my greatest
hope that despite this move, we will be able to continue the friendships we have built
with First Christian. You have been a big part of our journey.
All my love,
Rev. Alecia Gross
Notes from the Meeting of the General Board held on Sunday, March 1, 2020
Board Chair, Buck Quigley, read a letter of resignation (see above) from our Pastor, the Reverend Alecia Gross at the beginning of the meeting. After the letter was read, those present expressed sadness that our minister was leaving but also wished the Gross family the very best as
they go forward.
Buck Quigley announced that the Executive Board would meet on Monday, March 9th at 6:00
pm to discuss the resignation of our minister. The meeting will be held in the Keystone Lookout
room. Meetings of the Executive Board are outlined in our bylaws. The Executive Board consists of the Board president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer and chairperson of the Elders.
Meeting minutes will be taken and submitted to the General Board at their next meeting. The
next meeting of the General Board is Sunday, March 29th at 11:15 am.
If you have questions or concerns about the resignation of our minister, you are invited to contact Board Chair, Buck Quigley. Buck’s e-mail address is iceman058@msn.com and Buck’s
phone number is 317-656-7472.
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It is a long-standing tradition here at
FCC to hold a prayer vigil beginning on
Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday. The Elders of our church take the
lead in organizing and monitoring the
vigil during the time period. The word
"vigil" comes from the Latin word vigilia
meaning wakefulness. It is in the spirit
of watching and waiting on the Lord that our members are being asked to
sign up for a time to pray in the chapel. There are still slots open. The time
is from 7:00 pm on Good Friday (April 10) until Noon on Holy Saturday
(April 11). Please call the church office for available time slots. The telephone number is 765-529-2403. Please leave a message if there is no answer. Let us join with all the Saints gone before us to continue this sacred
tradition.

Easter traditions are important here at
FCC! Our annual egg hunt will be
held after worship service on April
12th.
Please donate candy and eggs. There
is a collection bin in the Narthex.
Thank you for helping us keep this
tradition alive!

God of times and seasons, you have brought us again to Lent for the
study of Your Word,
for the remembrance of the temptation of Your Son, and for the contemplation of His Cross.
The birds know their seasons; forbid that we be blind to our times.
Grant us a Lenten blessing, and may no one miss this time of growth.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

There is still time to join in our Lenten Bible Study!
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Reverend Alecia Gross is leading an intergenerational Bible Study
on the classic, The Pilgrim’s Progress
The class meets in the Keystone Lookout conference room each Sunday
during March at 9:00 am. Books are available.

Please Keep Us Updated! If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved
one contact the church office so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another
need that requires a Pastoral visit, please contact the church office.
When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or
prayer chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.
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