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Week of Mission 2019 
 

Over the days of June 26-30, twelve youth and and ten adults came together to serve the New Castle 

community by completing service projects. Youth Leader, Allison Madison, and Mission Team Leader, 

Russ Gross, had a desire to work in our local community to teach our children that we can serve God 

right where we are. They collaborated to create a fun overnight camp that also made an impact to five 

families and multiple not-for-profit organizations. Youth Leader, Allison Madison, said, “It was im-

portant for the kids to learn that you don’t have to travel far away to find people who need help; you can 

look right in your back yard. Our kids really stepped up to the plate and completed their tasks. Even 

though it was very hot and the jobs were dirty, they followed through and showed great perseverance.“ 

The participants spent each night in our church building. Each day began with breakfast then they were 

off to work. After afternoon devotional time, the group had a chance to relax and bond over fun activi-

ties like swimming, horse-back riding and popsicle time. Every evening, the group prepared their own 

meals. The participants did some small projects around the church, played outside, sang songs and gen-

erally had fun before lights out.  

The group sends a big thank you to all the people that supported them in this ministry effort by provid-

ing food, drinks and funding. Your help made a difference to many! 
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July 7-14-21-28 and August 4-11-18-25 

9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

July/August Announcements 
 

July 16: Local youth from area churches volunteer to complete service projects here at F.C.C. 

Please join in if you can from 2-4 p.m. 

 

July 21: Guest Minister, the Rev. Debra Harmon, will bring the message during Worship Hour. 

 

July 26: Renaissance Child Learning Center Open House at 6:30 p.m. 

 

August 2 and 3: Wedding Rehearsal and Wedding at the church. Church in use all day, both 

days.  

 

August 11: Eversong in Concert in the Great Hall to benefit the Henry County Pregnancy Care 

Center, 6-8 p.m. See page 5 for more details.  

 

 

 

Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. Psalm 68:19       (NIV) 

Prayer Concerns: 

Phil and Yvonne McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee 
Igo, Terry Ewing, Craig Bailey, Mary Beth VanArsdol, Robbie Dunn, Daniel Cox, 
Jim Acker, Jess Adams, Bob Simmons, Mary Ellen Reyman, Chad Howard, Gar-
rett Cooper, Karie Cooper, Sioux Pierce, David Miller, Taylor Balog, Sharon 
Smith, Linda Masters, Sarah Hamilton, Glenda Baker, Mike Wyatt, Steve Ewing, 
Hilda Denney, Tammy Madden, Eleanor Painter, Alex McCabe, Amanda Jones, 
Philip Clemens, Alex Holcomb, Todd and Melissa Pierce, Helen Weaver, Jeanie 
Jones, The Adams Family, Bob Lafferty, Connie Speece  

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, 
Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan 
Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, 
Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Jane Comer 
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Rummage and Bake Sale Results 
Neither rain, nor lightning, nor high winds, nor excessive heat, nor very tired and sore bodies 

kept us from completing our Faith Fund rummage sale fundraiser. The biggest thank you in 

the whole wide world goes out to the Shelly and Richey Dickerson family and every single 

one of you that worked so hard on this. We acknowledge the wonderful contributions of all 

of our church family and friends and say thank you! Special thanks to Todd Eversole of Ace 

Hardware whose donation of a quarter page ad in The Courier Times makes such a huge dif-

ference in our attendance.  

 

For the first time ever we have reached our rummage sale goal! We have came very close 

before but never made it to $3,000. At the time of this writing we have collected:  

 

$3019.61! 
 

As a reminder, this money goes to the Faith Fund line in our income budget. A line used to 

bridge the gap between income and  expenses. Thank you! 

 

Top, Andy and Jennifer Hood help clean up after 

the sale.  
 

Right: Logan Garrison and Tucker Feltz, help load 

books after the sale.  
 

Top Right: the Mission Week kids helping out 

before the sale, center, Hailey Harvey and Court-

ney Gross 



 4 

 

Please Lock Up! 

The article below was recently published in the monthly newsletter of the Richmond, 

Indiana area Disciples of Christ church. We could not have said this information any 

better so we decided to give them proper credit and publish their article below .We 

here at F.C.C. New Castle frequently experience the same issues. We understand, life 

is hectic and sometimes it seems we rush from one activity to the next but we ask that 

you take a few minutes when you visit the church to make sure it is secure when you 

leave. Thank you so much for your diligence.  

“We’ve recently discovered several days in which the building has been left unsecured 

after everyone has left. Doors were left unlocked . Lights left on in various areas of the 

building.  

We are lucky that nothing has happened during these times. There has been no theft 

and no burglary. But we need to be better about securing the building after evening 

meetings and even after Sunday morning services.  

For the security of our building, our property and the safety of the people who frequent 

our building, please be sure that ALL doors are shut AND locked before you leave. 

Don’t presume a door is shut just because it looks shut. Push and pull on it. And 

please remember to turn out the lights. * 

We have a lovely building. We have even lovelier people meeting here to plan and do ministry. 

Let’s do what we can to keep both safe and secure!” 

 

* Note from Sherry: we do leave our outside lights (under the canopies) on here at F.C.C., please do not 

turn them off.  

Walk For Life, Henry County Pregnancy Care Center  
 
Andy, Jennifer, Eli and Ezra Hood are participating in the Walk for Life on 
September 7 to raise money for the Henry County Pregnancy Care Cen-
ter. They have a goal to raise $1,000. If 100 friends donate $10 they will 
reach their goal! Please let the Hoods know if you can help them reach 
their goal. 
 
The Henry County Pregnancy Care Center is a valuable community re-
source that offers help to women, children and families.  
 
Thank you!    
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Eversong in Concert in the Great Hall to Benefit the Henry County Pregnancy Care Center 

August 11 from 6-8 p.m. 
 

Eversong is a Christian rock band based here in New Castle, Indiana. They play original songs that are Biblically based 

and from personal experiences. The band is hosting their second annual benefit concert for the Henry County Pregnancy 

Care Center . Their special guest will be Maddy Meek.  Refreshments will be available with the proceeds going straight 

to the HCPCC. A free-will offering will be taken. Talk to Andy Hood or Marty Weaver for more details. 

Dan’s Fish Fry  

here at the church 

SEPTEMBER 12 

It takes many volunteers to have a successful fundraising event 

and our fish fry fundraiser event Co-Chairs, Gene and Julie 

Bundy, are once again putting out the call for people to step up 

and help!  
 

The event date is Thursday, September 12 from 4-7 pm. Please 

pick up a publicity flyer in the narthex and hang it at your 

workplace or in a public building. Tickets will be available 

soon and we ask that each and everyone of you sell/buy tick-

ets. If each adult member could sell ten or more tickets, we can 

increase our sales over last year.  

 

There are many jobs that need to be filled such as fish bread-

ers, set-up and clean-up help, dessert bakers and shelter house 

preparation. Please consider taking a vacation day from work 

if you can to help our church family with this big event.  

 

Watch for Gene and Julie in the Narthex soon! They will be 

there .with sign up sheets, tickets, etc. Please stop and sign up! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
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Mission Week Photos 
 

Creative Kids! 

S’mores! 

It was 

HOT  

OUTSIDE! 

 

Communion  

Ministry  

at Heritage  

House  

Rehabilitation  

Center 



 7 

Please Keep Us Updated! 
 

If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church of-

fice so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a Pasto-

ral visit, please contact the church office.  

 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or 

prayer chain.  If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be re-

spected.  

 

 

 

 

I thank each kind person for your prayers. Thank you Elders. From Melba Jane McKnight 

Thank you to my church family for the wonderful luncheon and the Cracker Barrel gift 

card. Thank you to everyone who helped with the luncheon. Thank you to all who came to 

the party. The cake was great. Thank you very much, John P. Davidson 

To Members of First Christian Church and Pastor Alecia, thank you for the Christmas food 

basket and the Valentine’s Day treats. All was much appreciated and enjoyed. I want you 

all to know how thoughtful these acts of kindness are! Please continue our great work. It is 

appreciated. Love, Debbie Laurie 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 New International Version (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent, and God is shining through it all the time. 

This is not just a fable or a nice story. It is true. If we abandon ourselves to God and forget our-

selves, we see it sometimes, and we see it maybe frequently. God shows himself everywhere, in 

everything — in people and in things and in nature and in events. It becomes very obvious that God 

is everywhere and in everything and we cannot be without him. It’s impossible. The only thing is 

that we don’t see it.  

—Thomas Merton  
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

A day away in a quiet place 

Maya Angelou said, “Each person deserves a day away in which no problems 

are confronted, no solutions searched for. Each of us needs to withdraw from 

the cares which will not withdraw from us.” Similarly, when Jesus’ disciples 

were consumed with ministry, he urged them, “Come with me by yourselves 

to a quiet place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31, NIV).  

 

The late days of summer might be just the time to seek “a day away” not only 

from problems but even from ministry. While serving God and others can be 

energizing, we must balance work with rest. God set that example, resting af-

ter creating the world; Jesus set that example, calling his disciples away — 

not just alone, but with him — to be refreshed.  

 

Spend a relaxing day at a lake. Go on a scrapbooking retreat or a leisurely 

hike with a friend. Find a monastery that welcomes guests, and experience 48 

hours of prayer and silence there. Invite Jesus into that time and space. And 

remember another message he shared: “Come to me, all you who are weary 

and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, NIV). 


