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Have you ever felt that it was too late? That things were so awful they could never get better, that you had failed
so horribly and so often you could never, ever recover, but the situation was too far gone ever to be salvageable?
That is how Abram and Sara felt at one point in their lives. Like many couples, they have dreamed all their lives
of having children. But the years passed and no children came. They had received a promise from God that they
would be a great family and that all people everywhere would be blessed through their descendants. But there
was one problem: they had no descendants. When they were far too old to have children, you can imagine how
they felt: it was just too late.
Then they receive reassurance from God that they would have a child. No wonder, according to the book of
Genesis, Sara laughed when she first heard that promise!
However they felt at first, over time Abram and Sara came to believe that what seemed impossible was possible
after all. When that impossible baby was born, guess what they named him? They named him Isaac, which
means laughter. And their names were changed too, reflecting their new status as parents - from Abram and Sara
to Abraham and Sarah.
You might expect a happy ending at this point, but it was not that simple. Even after embarking on the adventure of faith, and even after becoming parents when it was seemed too late, Abraham and Sarah faced another
huge challenge.
Put yourself in their sandals. Imagine that you and everyone you know believes that God is a severe and demanding deity who can bestow forgiveness and other blessings only after human blood has been shed. Imagine
how that belief in human sacrifice will affect the way you live, the way you worship, and the way you treat others. Now imagine how hard it would be to be the first person in your society question such a belief. Imagine
how much courage it will take, especially because your blood might be the next be sacrificed!
Questioning widely held assumptions about God can be a dangerous venture indeed. But if our assumptions
aren’t sometimes questioned, belief in God becomes less and less plausible. Perhaps we can agree that whoever
and whatever God is, our best imagery can only point toward God like a finger. We can never capture God in
our concepts like a fist. In fact the more we know about God, the more we have to acknowledge we don’t know.
The bigger our understanding about God, the bigger the mystery that we must acknowledge. Our faith must always be open to correction, enhancement, and new insight.
“We Make the Road by Walking” by Brian D. McLaren.
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October 6-13-20-27
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
October 20: Elders Meeting right after Worship service
October 26: Car Show with food concessions, bake sale and rummage sale. Please attend and
purchase your breakfast and lunch. Proceeds to the Christmas Basket Project
October 31: Trunk or Treat, in our parking lot. 5:30-7 p.m. Please host a trunk and/or donate
candy or funds to purchase food (hot dogs, etc.) for this community outreach!

Thank you note!

Thank you to our communion
preparation and clean up volunteers through September
2019. We are looking for volunteers to prepare communion
for the rest of the year. Please
call Sherry at 765-529-2403 if
you can serve in this capacity.
Training is available!

To Our F.C.C. Family,
We love you!
Thank you for the food and more
importantly, your love and prayers
during my Mom’s illness and passing.
Amy, Jayson, Eliza and
Gabby Madden
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Proverbs 18:10 The name of the Lord
is a strong tower; the righteous run
into it and are safe.
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Prayer Concerns:
Yvonne McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Kelly Cronk, Mel and
Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Craig Bailey, Robbie Dunn, Daniel Cox, Jim
Acker, Mary Ellen Reyman, Chad Howard, David Miller, Glenda
Baker, Hilda Denney, Tammy Madden, Eleanor Painter, Cathy Reno,
Bob Norton, Gene West, Don Tichenor and Family, Jenny Jaynes,
Mike Cleveland, Mike Wyatt, Karie Cooper, Jasen Lungren, Rosemary Conley, Steve Clearwater, Bob Norton, The Munk Family, Mikie
Maze, Joyce Conyers, Herb Bunch, Steve Ewing, Cloyd Dye, Becky
Harvey and Family, The Family of Tracy Polston, The Family of Patti
Davis Scholl, Max and Jessica Grose, Dick Eversole
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Iris Alexander, Kathryn
DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Jeff
VanArsdol, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin,
Pat Sibert, , Sharleen Heckley, Jane Comer

Fish Fry Results
Co-Chairs Gene and Julie Bundy are happy to announce the results of our
fish fry fundraiser held on Thurs., Sept 12th.
Adult tickets sold = 396, Child tickets sold = 30
Profit
$2796.51
We are GRATEFUL to our congregation for hosting this wonderful fund raising event. As you
know, this event is more than a fundraiser. This is another way for us to practice extravagant hospitality-the kind we are called to practice. This event brings our community together for an evening
that is filled with the spirit of love. People tell us that they look forward to reconnecting each year
with family and friends that they only see at the fish fry. We know that we can be the hands and feet
of Christ at a fish fry!
We are GRATEFUL to Julie and Gene Bundy for agreeing to chair this fundraising effort. Many
details go into to planning an event of this nature and we cannot thank them enough for having the
courage and strength to take it on! Thank them in person when you see them!
Our next Dan’s Fish Fry is Thursday, September 10, 2020! Mark Your Calendar!
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Simple Ways to Give
One of the simplest ways to leave a gift to First Christian Church is to use the beneficiary desigEliza
Madden
nation on savings and retirement accounts, as well as life insurance policies.
These
can be done
with no cost, and typically only require us to sign a new beneficiary designation form.
Retirement assets and similar accounts are called Income in Respect of a Decedent (IRD) assets.
This is taxable income that’s earned during life but not received before death, so it is never included in an income tax return. This may be assets in Individual Retirement Accounts or 403 (B)
plans, accrued interest on Certificates of Deposit and savings bonds, nonqualified stock options,
deferred payments of capital gains, or other income that is earned but not acquired.
Naming the church as the beneficiary of these gives the estate and heirs the best tax benefits,
since it avoids both income and estate taxes.
Life insurance that is no longer needed also can be an excellent gift, too. Naming the church as a
primary or contingent beneficiary of an existing or new life insurance policy will result in a federal estate tax deduction for the full amount of the proceeds payable to the church regardless of
Sumer Robinson
policy size.
Because individual situations vary, be sure to consult your financial and tax advisors. Please
contact the church office at 765-529-2403 to further discuss gifts to First Christian Church.

The sacred in the everyday
All of the places of our lives are
sanctuaries; some of them just
happen to have steeples. And all
of the people in our lives are
saints; it is just that some of
them have day jobs and most
will never have feast days
named for them.
—Robert Benson, Between the
Dreaming and the Coming True

Psalm 107:37-38
37 They sowed fields and planted vineyards that yielded a fruitful harvest; 38 he
blessed them, and their numbers greatly
increased, and he did not let their herds
diminish.

What is Amazon Smile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support First Christian Church every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to First Christian Church,
New
Castle,
Indiana!
simply
go
to smile.amazon.com from the web browser
on your computer or mobile device to make
a difference today!
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Saturday, October 26

Hosted by the
“Old Farts Car Club”

Don’t miss our car show!
Saturday, October 26th, Car Registration 9 am until 11 am
The event will end at 2 p.m.

Come early, there will be BREAKFAST AND LUNCH FOOD
Biscuits & Gravy, Hot dogs and Coneys, SOUP!
Fabulous Bake Sale!
Rummage Sale Room!
Great Cars!
The Evangelism Team is in charge of the food concession and bake sale.
Proceeds from concessions support the Christmas Basket Project
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It’s Time to Fill the Candy Bin in the Narthex!
Trunk or Treat is Thursday, Oct 31
Here at FCC, fall means Trunk or Treat!
It is time to gear up for our annual community outreach project. We are known in the New
Castle community for being the church that has a meal on Trick or Treat night. We serve hot
dogs, chips and drinks to 700 people plus we pass out candy!.
We need your help to make this event a success and we guarantee that you will have some
serious fun while you’re serving!
Items Needed:
Candy Donations, wrapped candy, please.
Volunteer Trunks set up to pass out candy. Don’t worry, we supplement the candy you bring
with donated candy so that the effort is financially affordable. You can also pass out items
like pencils, stickers, etc. You can choose to give mini bags of pretzels, etc. as well. The food
items must be store bought and individually wrapped. You can decorate your trunk or bring a
small table and lawn chairs.
Hot Dog Grillers
Drink Servers
Set up and Clean Up Help
Money to purchase food supplies and candy
Can you help? See Claudia Jackson, Chairperson of the Evangelism Team, PLEASE!
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As part of our
The Word is Love
year, our congregation donated hygiene
items to
TRU Harbor.
Below:
TRU Harbor Staff member, Amber Arbuckle,
thanked us for our
donations

TRU Harbor is a private secure residential treatment program devoted to
providing comprehensive treatment and
services to commercially sexually exploited children (CSEC) and sex trafficking survivors. Commercial sexual
exploitation (CSE) is defined as the exchange of sex or sexually explicit acts
for anything of value (i.e. food, shelter,
clothes, etc.). Youth who have experienced CSE may have been exploited by
pimps, gangs, family members, or older
peers. These youth have specific and
unique treatment and safety needs due to
the complexity of their trauma.
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