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Reverent Reflections by Reverend Alecia Gross 

 

Theologian Brian McLaren writes in his book, “We Make the Road by 

Walking”,  

 

“ You are not finished yet. You are “in the making.” You have the ca-

pacity to learn, mature, think , change, and grow. You also have the 

freedom to stagnate, regress, constrict, and lose your way. Which road 

will you take.” 

What road will we take?  

In recent weeks, death has taken a toll on our congregation. Are we on 

a path filled with grief and loss? 

 

During those same weeks, our magnificent pipe organ was repaired, preschool classes resumed in 

our building, and handfuls of guests have trickled in to worship with us. Are we springing forth 

new life? 

 

How do we navigate both paths simultaneously? How do we acknowledge the deep, resounding 

losses we have experienced and venture forward with brave footsteps? 

 

As the hymn says, Are we weak and heavy laden? Cumbered with a load of care? Precious Savior, 

still our refuge. Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

In the coming months I’d like for us to all pray. What do we need to heal our hearts? What would 

bring us great joy and purpose? How do we demonstrate to a broken, hurting world that they, too 

can discover a path that leads to peace? 

 

Where is God leading us new today? 
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September 1-8-15-22-29 
 

9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

September 2, Labor Day, Church Office Closed 
 

September 5, Ladies Coffee Talk, 6 pm in the Fellowship Lounge 
 

September 8, Board Meeting in the Fellowship Lounge after Worship service 
 

September 12, Dan’s Fish Fry 
 

September 15, Elder’s Meeting after Worship Service 
 

September 21, International Day of Peace (see article page 9) 
 

 

 

Please Keep the Church Office   

Informed! 
If you are admitted to the hospital, 

please have a friend or loved one 

contact the church office 

(765-529-2403) so we will know you 

are there. If you are ill or have anoth-

er need that requires a Pastoral visit 

or telephone call, please contact the 

church office.  We are here for you! 

Photo to the left: the beautiful light of late 

summer.  

Therefore, my dear brothers and 

sisters, stand firm. Let nothing 

move you. Always give your-

selves fully to the work of the 

Lord, because you know that 

your labor in the Lord  

is not in vain. 
1 Corinthians 15:58 



 3 

We Extend Our Sympathy... 
 

Margaret Adams 

Beloved member of F.C.C., Margaret R. Adams, age 94, of New Cas-

tle, passed away on Thursday, August 1st at Hickory Creek Healthcare 

Center. She had a long battle with dementia. She was born Margaret 

Ruth Kaiser August 28, 1924 at Reid Memorial Hospital in Richmond. 

She grew up in East Germantown, also known as Pershing, in Wayne 

County. She attended Lincoln High School in Cambridge City.  

 

Margaret married her husband of 76 years, Jesse E. Adams, Sr., on Au-

gust 28, 1942, in Pershing, in her parents’ living room. They had a 

wedding night dinner in Muncie, and then returned to their apartment on South 14th Street. Margaret spent 

her entire married life as a New Castle resident. This coming August 28th would have been their 77th anni-

versary.  
 

Margaret loved to travel. She and Jess spent many winters in Florida in their retirement years. From 1989 to 

2006 they made more than 20 road trips to Colorado to visit their son Jesse and his family.  

 

Margaret is survived by her husband, Jess Adams. Also by her sons, Denny Adams and Jesse E. Adams, Jr., 

both of New Castle. She is also survived by five grandchildren, eleven great-grandchildren and several niec-

es and nephews. Margaret was proceeded in death by her son, James L. Adams (Jim); her grandsons, Jon 

and Tim Adams; parents, John & Maude Schildtknecht Kaiser; her step-mother, Stella Kaiser McNew; 

brothers, Harold, Homer and Harry Kaiser; and sisters, Lucille Evans and Pearl Philbeck. 

 

Margaret’s funeral service was held at Hinsey-Brown Funeral home on August 9, 2019. The congregation of 

First Christian Church prepared a funeral meal following the service for Margaret’s family and friends.  

 

Janice “Sarge” Parrish Halphin, 85, of New Castle, passed away Sun-

day, August 11, 2019 at Heritage House Rehabilitation Center. She was 

born October 4, 1933 in Salt Lick, KY, a daughter of the late William 

and Mayme (Norris) Parrish. 

 

A 1951 graduate of Sulphur Springs High School, she also graduated 

from Indiana Business College in Muncie. She retired from Modernfold 

following 50 years of service. She was a longtime member of the First 

Christian Church in New Castle and had volunteered at Henry County 

Hospital for several years.  

 

She loved being with her family and friends, traveling, and country mu-

sic. 

 

She leaves to cherish her memory, four sisters, Wanda West, Lois (Bill) 

Archey, Sue (Porter) Coffey, and Darlene Parrish, all of New Castle; two brothers, Cletius “Bud” Parrish of 

Orange City, FL, and David Parrish of New Castle; several nieces, nephews, great and great-great nieces 

and nephews; a brother-in-law, Lee Wilhelm of New Castle. 

 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by two sisters, Pauline Bell and Phyllis Wilhelm; 

brothers-in-law, Jim Bell and Irvin West; sister-in-law, Sandy Parish. 

 

Janice’s funeral service was held Friday, August 16th at Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service with the  

Rev. Alecia Gross officiating.  



 4 Doris L. Canaday, 97, of New Castle, passed away on the morning of Sunday, 

July 14, 2019, at Stonebrooke Rehabilitation Center in New Castle.  

 

She was born December 30, 1921 in New Castle, Indiana, a daughter of the late 

Albert and Bertha (Conwell) Riley.  

 

Doris grew up in New Castle and graduated from New Castle High School, 

class of 1939. She married Fred Canaday in 1944 and they later moved to Mt. 

Summit and Mooreland. Doris retired from Perfect Circle in Hagerstown where 

she had worked for many years. Following her husband’s death, Doris moved 

back to New Castle in 1978. She was a long-time member of First Christian 

Church in New Castle and the Order of Eastern Star in Mooreland and later the 

New Castle Chapter #116.  

 

Those left to cherish Doris’s memory include her children, Fred Thomas (wife: Kharel) Canaday of Franklin, Judy 

Brickert of Garland, TX, Donald Canaday and Randall (wife: Sheila) Canaday both of New Castle; several grandchil-

dren, great-grandchildren, and nieces and nephews.  

 

Doris was preceded in death by her husband, Fred Canaday in 1978; a son, Michael Canaday in 1996, and two broth-

ers, Fannie and Perge. Funeral services were held at 2:00 pm Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at First Christian Church. The 

Rev. Alecia M. Gross officiated. The Congregation hosted a funeral meal for the Canaday family following the funeral 

service. 

 

 

Norma Lea Doyle, 99, of New Castle passed away on the morning of Wednes-

day, July 31, 2019 at Heritage House Rehabilitation. 

 

She was born on April 10, 1920 in New Castle, a daughter of the late Jesse and 

Parma (Carpenter) Doyle. 

 

Norma was a 1938 graduate of New Castle High School, a graduate of Michael 

Reese Hospital School of Nursing, Indiana University and Ball State University. 

She developed a training program for future nurses at Los Angeles Unified 

School District and taught at San Pedro High School in San Pedro, California. 

 

Those left to cherish her memory include her sister-in-law, Gloria Doyle of San 

Pedro, CA; nieces, Debra Doyle of San Pedro, CA and Dana Hagen of Los 

Alamitos, CA; nephew, Thomas Doyle of Lomita, CA; several great-nieces and 

nephews; special friends and caregivers, Jackie Harvey, Connie Davidson and 

Kaye Lindsey.  

 

In addition to her parents, Norma was preceded in death by her brother, John Doyle. 

 

A Celebration of Life service was held at 1:00 pm on Sunday, August 4, 2019 at First Christian Church with the Rev. 

Alecia Gross officiating.. The Congregation hosted a reception in the Fellowship Lounge for Norma’s family and 

friends following the service.  
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We Extend Our Sympathy… 

Mary Beth VanArsdol by Amy Madden 
Mary Beth Van Arsdol, my mom, mentor, and best friend passed 

away Monday, August 19th, at the age of 75 after a two-year battle 

with cancer and the many complications that go along with this hor-

rendous disease.  

 

Mary Beth was preceded in death by her grandson, Grant Madden; 

her parents, Ruth and Wilbur Conway; and her sister, Carolyn Sue. 

She is survived by her husband, William Jeff Van Arsdol; daughter, 

Amy Beth Madden (husband Jayson); granddaughters Eliza Ruth 

and Gabriella Beth. She has two sisters, Sylvia Conway Narula 

(husband Mohan) and Nancy Brausa. Mary Beth was especially 

close to her niece, Dorothy Shopp (husband Rick) and their son, Josh 

Shopp (wife Jasmin) and their girls. We are a small family made up 

of very strong women (just ask Jayson and Rick), and the current generation is no exception! 

 

My mom grew up in New Castle, IN. She was the youngest of the four girls, and the closest thing Wilbur 

had to a son (mom was a self-proclaimed tomboy). After graduating from New Castle Chrysler High 

School, she studied at Ball State but did not finish. She then went to work at Modernfold, where she met 

Harriett Van Arsdol. My grandma then introduced Mom to her son, Jeff, an agriculture student at Pur-

due. They were wed on Oct 9, 1965. It was a family joke that grandma regretted introducing the two of 

them as mom was a strong, determined, and fiercely independent woman. Fifty-four years of marriage 

proved that Harriett made the correct decision, although I doubt that mom would ever give her any cred-

it. Jayson likes to tell the joke my mom shared with him on many occasions. What is the difference be-

tween in-laws and out-laws? Out-laws are wanted…haaaa 

 

Mary Beth had several careers. After marriage, she became a school secretary first at Hamilton South 

Eastern and then Blue River Valley Elementary School. While working at Blue River, she and Jeff were 

also farmers. When they adopted Amy in 1976, Mary Beth chose to become a stay at home mom. She 

also watched Josh when Dorothy went back to work, thus solidifying their special relationship and Josh’s 

love of her homemade noodles. Mom eventually went back to work as well, settling in human resources 

again at Modernfold. Before Modernfold moved their headquarters from New Castle to Greenfield, she 

and her business partner Cary Plummer, left and founded Alpha Placement Services in 2001. It was a 

courageous and exciting opportunity. I had never been prouder of my mom! Many small businesses fail 

within the first three years, but Alpha survived the horrendous events of September 11th and the result-

ing recession. It then endured the tough economic times that hit in 2008-2009. Because of her persever-

ance (aka stubbornness), loyalty to her customers, and desire to help people, she was able to turn Alpha 

over to me in July 2018. It was something that we had hoped to do together, but unfortunately God had 

other plans for both of us.  

 

Mary Beth adored her granddaughters. She was able to help raise both girls while she grew Alpha. They 

were always at her side, often visiting customers with Nana. Taking over Alpha has allowed me to do 

much of the same. It also allowed me to be Mom’s caregiver. It has been a very special gift. Mom at-

tended every athletic event, choir concert, school convocation, 4H show, and so much more. She was 

and always will be their biggest fan. She challenged my girls and loved them fiercely in ways that only a 

Nana can do. I’ve always said that I was blessed with the best grandma (Gaga), Ruth Conway, so my 

mom learned from the best. I only wish that my girls would have had more time with her.  

 

While her greatest joys came from family, family also brought the pronounced heart aches. The unex-

pected loss of her grandson, Grant, in 2011, and the deterioration of my dad due to dementia were tough 

for a woman always striving to be in control. It was then a huge blow when mom was diagnosed with 

cancer on Christmas Day 2017. The surgeon told me she would not live three weeks, and in typical Mary 
Beth fashion, she surprised them all. We are markedly thankful for Dr. Reumu Birhiray, mom’s oncolo-

gist, and then the staff at Henry County Hospital, who provided amazing care to her and to us during her 

final hours.  

 

Mary Beth’s memorial service was held Monday, August 26th at Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service with the 

Rev. Alecia Gross officiating.  
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Please Help Us Keep Our Prayer List Updated 
 

Due to space issues, there are times when we must remove names from the prayer list. If 

a name has been removed and the individual is still in need of prayer, please write their 

name down and place the paper in the offering plate on Sunday. If you are out of town 

or unable to come on Sunday, you can call the church office at 765-529-2403 or e-mail 

Sherry at fccsherrydenney@outlook.com. We will add names back on the list as well as 

take new names. Thank you! 

 

Prayer Concerns: 

Yvonne McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee Igo, Ter-
ry Ewing, Craig Bailey, Robbie Dunn, Daniel Cox, Jim Acker, Mary Ellen Rey-
man, Chad Howard, David Miller, Glenda Baker, Hilda Denney, Tammy Mad-
den, Eleanor Painter, The Family of Margaret Adams, The Family of Janice 
Halphin, The Family of Mary Beth VanArsdol, Cathy Reno, Bob Norton, Melis-
sa Reidhead, The Family of Julie Sweigart, Gene West, Don Tichenor and Fam-
ily, The Family of Dan Davidson, Jenny Jaynes, Mike Cleveland, Mike Wyatt, 
Karie Cooper, Gary Marcum, Jasen Lungren, Virginia Howard, The Elmore 
Family, Rosemary Conley, Phyllis Quigley and Family 
 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Iris Alexander, Kathryn 
DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol,  
Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, , Sharleen 
Heckley, Jane Comer 

Thank You Notes! 

 
To My Church Family,  

Thank you for the flowers, candy, greeting cards and visits. I miss everyone. 

Mary Ellen Reyman 

 

During a time like this, we realize how much our friends and relatives really mean to us. 

Your expression of sympathy will always been remembered. 

The Family of Janice Halphin 

 

Dear First Christian Church Family,  

I want to thank you all from the bottom of my heart for all the kindness shown to our 

family upon the death of our dear Margaret. Thank you so much for the wonderful meal 

following the funeral. There are such good folks at F.C.C! We appreciate each one of 

you very much.  

Jesse Adams, Sr. and Family 
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FCC’s Dan’s Fish Fry Fundraiser Needs YOU! 
DATE IS THURSDAY, SEPT. 12th  TIME IS 4-7 PM 

 

Co-Chairs Gene and Julie Bundy would like to issue a special appeal for 

help on Thursday, September 12th. This is the evening of our Dan’s Fish 

Fry and many hands are needed to pull off this important fundraiser. We 

also need you to buy tickets and sell tickets to your family, friends and co

-workers. May we suggest using social media and texting as a way to 

contact friends and family for ticket sales. The good ole’ telephone still 

works as well as a way to contact people to encourage them to buy a tick-

et. You can add their name to an advance sale reservation list (in the of-

fice, 529-2403) and they will receive the $11 advance sale price at the 

door. This method is a super easy way to sell tickets! Our goal this year is 

500 tickets sold—we can do it!  

 

Your physical presence at the fish fry is also encouraged. We need those 

that can serve, pour drinks, etc., but we also need hospitality ambassadors 

that can show the attendees the face of God’s love. Talking to our friends 

and neighbors with a smile is more important than you know! 
 

To volunteer, please sign up in the Narthex (the library area at the back of 

the Sanctuary), or call the church office at 529-2403. You can also FB 

message or text Gene and Julie (765-524-1871) or Sherry (317-850-1072) 

with any questions. Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

Aw-fall! 

Share some laughs — or groans — with these autumn-themed 

jokes: 
 

• What did the tree say to autumn? “Leaf me alone!” 

• What did one autumn leaf say to another? “I’m falling for 

you.” 

• How do you fix a broken pumpkin? With a pumpkin patch. 

• Why are trees very forgiving? Because in the fall they “let it 

go” and in the spring they “turn over a new leaf.” 

• How do leaves get from place to place? With autumn-mobiles. 

•What’s the ratio of a pumpkin’s circumference to its diameter? 

Pumpkin pi. 
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Donation and Volunteer Opportunities at First Christian Church 
 

Recycling Volunteer: we need someone to take our recycling to the city re-

cycling bins on a regular basis (every two weeks?). The time of day is of 

your choosing. Help us live the Green Chalice covenant! 
 

Packaged Cookies for Coffee Hour: donations of  packaged cookies with a 

long date are requested. Please place cookies in the Fellowship Lounge 

kitchen. Watch for those good sales on cookies! 
 

Coffee Hour Hosts: simple duties include making coffee, placing donated 

cookies out. After Worship service there will be coffee cups, spoons and the 

coffee pot to wash. If you want, you can bake for Coffee Hour but this is not 

expected; there will be purchased cookies available. Help us create a beauti-

ful opportunity for fellowship! 
 

Communion Preparation: the practice of weekly communion is central to 

our worship service. Weekly communion is one of the many things that form 

our identity as Disciples of Christ. Please help us prepare communion. You 

may choose to serve in this capacity on a monthly basis or just a week here 

and there. We need help in this area! Don’t worry if you have not prepared 

communion before—training help is always available! Preparing commun-

ion is a good time to pray and meditate while you work.  
 

Adopt our Flag Pole: we are in need of the proper size replacement flags for 

our flag pole on a periodic basis. Brian Jackson has agreed to raise and low-

er the flag for special occasions but we need a new flag at this time. Would 

you be willing to help supply flags for our flag pole? Please call the office at 

765-529-2403 to discuss. 
 

Volunteer Sexton Help: Volunteers are needed to be the “very last person” 

out of the building after worship service on Sunday morning. This person 

would check all restrooms on all floors, turn off every single light that is left 

on (each floor), turn down main air conditioning and heat, turn off window 

air conditioners, lock all doors and generally make sure all is well with our 

beautiful building. We hope to have volunteers take turns. Please call the of-

fice at 765-529-2403 if you can help.  
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International Day of Peace, September 21, 2019 
 

You are Invited to the 5th annual Peace Walk event on September 21st to celebrate the Interna-

tional Day of Peace. The newly formed Peace Committee of New Castle is inviting the commu-

nity to join together to learn about peacemaking at 10 AM at the First Friends Church in New 

Castle. The cost is $15 which includes lunch.  Registration is required. Please see our church of-

fice to register. 

 
Christine Ashley from the Friends Committee on National Legislation will be the keynote speak-

er followed by lunch. In the afternoon, “Foundations for Peace” workshops will be held. There 

will be workshops for adults and youth. The Raintree Children's Choir will perform after the 

workshops.  

 

The event will end with the peace walk around downtown New Castle. The Henry County Com-

munity Foundation awarded a grant to help present this special day to the community. The grant 

was matched by St. James Episcopal Church, First Friends Meeting, First United Methodist 

Church, First Christian Church, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Bethany Tabernacle. 

Housekeeping Notes: 

The church has hired a cleaning service to clean the church every other week. Julie Farmer and her 

crew will provide eight man hours of cleaning services to us each visit. The price per visit is $200. 

Upon John Davidson’s retirement, the Executive Board met to discuss the issue of church cleaning 

going forward. The Executive Board make-up is outlined in the bylaws and consists of the Chair of 

the Elders (Tami Eversole) and the President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary of the Gen-

eral Board (Buck Quigley, Brian Jackson, John Miller and Sherry Denney, respectfully). The op-

tion of a cleaning service was then presented to the General Board during a regular Board meeting 

and the overall consensus was that using a cleaning service was the most sensible, cost-efficient 

answer at this time.  
 

How Can You Help Keep the Church Clean? 

Please help insure that our church is kept in good condition between cleanings. Simple measures 

will help a lot! Please pick up debris (such as empty coffee cups, napkins, etc.) and place it in the 

trash. If the trash is full, please take the trash bag to the dumpster. If you have an event or meeting, 

run the sweeper afterward if necessary. Please replace empty toilet paper rolls and report any big 

messes that need attention to Sherry. If there is an emergency, you can call Sherry’s cell (317-850-

1072) and she will see that corrective measures are taken. Together we can keep our beautiful 

building clean! 

The day’s first task 

The moment you wake up each morning, all your wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild ani-

mals. And the first job each morning consists of shoving it all back, in listening to that other voice, taking 

that other point of view, letting that other, larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in. 

 

—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
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Spotlight on Youth: Sunday School and  

Worship and Wonder Art Class Update by Sherry Denney 

Our youth Sunday School meets downstairs. The group uses a curriculum called 

One Room Sunday School to reach all ages on their own level. Recent lesson top-

ics have included: The Widow and Her Sons; Esther and Mordecai; Peter and 

John and Choosing the Seven. The group has a shared Bible story that is rein-

forced by watching a DVD on the subject. Then an appropriate craft further rein-

forces the lesson. The class starts at 9:00 a.m. Thank you to all the teachers that 

volunteer and help make this class possible! 

 

Worship and Wonder Art Class for children and youth is held during the Worship 

hour. Older youth serve as volunteer helpers. As much as possible, art pertaining 

to the Scripture being read in adult Worship hour is used in art class. Recent top-

ics have included: Genesis Chapter 1; Matthew 6:21; caring for our beautiful 

Earth and discussing the topic, even if we are small, we can do big things for 

God! 

Adults are always invited to come upstairs to the Art Room to help and share in 

the exploration of worshipping God through art. More adult helpers would allow 

us to create more complex art work. Be prepared to get your hands dirty though! 

Our numbers fluctuate each Sunday but we prepare art supplies for a minimum of 

14 kids each Sunday. Easter was our biggest class and we had a great time learn-

ing; come check us out! I took the picture below when I realized there was a 

whole table of boys! The next table was full of children too.  
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Peace Making  (with excerpts from Seedbed.com, author Morgan Clark) Each week 

during our Sunday Worship Hour, we take a moment to greet one another or “pass the 

peace.” We join many churches across the globe in the practice of this tradition.  
 

“These few moments look different in every church. For highly formal churches and ca-

thedrals, this time is brief, with people greeting those around them with the simple words 

“peace be with you”. In more informal churches, this time may take 5 minutes, with each 

person making sure that they greet everyone in the congregation before the pastor attempts 

to guide them back to their seats. Whatever this time looks like though, the theme of peace 

is central. And each time we make peace with each other, we point to the triumph of 

Christ’s love. This peace and reconciliation should not be restricted to Sundays though. 

Peace is made through the smallest actions throughout the week. Speaking of the moments 

of peace-making within her own life, Tish Harrison Warren writes, 
 

“’Peace of Christ to you’ is instantiated as I hand my toddler carrot sticks, respond patient-

ly to Jonathan (her husband) when I feel slighted, or genuinely celebrate a friend’s upcom-

ing vacation even though I’d never be able to afford it myself. Ordinary love, anonymous 

and unnoticed as it is, is the substance of peace of earth, the currency of God’s grace in our 

daily life”.[1] 
 

“If we are to be a people of peace, our daily lives must be marked with this peace. There is 

nothing particularly special about this peace, but then again, there is something profoundly 

significant about it as well. Choosing the peace of Christ comes in the most normal mo-

ments of a day through the 

most common ways, but it 

points to the extraordinary 

power of the gospel, the sto-

ry of God reconciling his 

people to himself and to 

each other. When you make 

peace with someone, you 

tell this story. 

Let the peace that guides us 

to the Table of the Lord be 

the same peace that guides 

us to our lunch tables, 

desks, and kitchen counters. 

Wherever we go is a place 

where the peace of Christ 

can be shared.” 
 
 

[1] Tish Harrison Warren, 

Liturgy of the Ordinary 

(Downers Grove, IL: Inter-

Varsity Press), 79. 
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Church One Call System 

FCC uses an automatic call service to send important messages to our 

members and friends. We want to make sure you are receiving these 

calls. If you aren’t, we may not have your phone numbers. This might 

result in you and your family missing important church news. If you 

do not receive One Call messages, please write your name and phone 

number down on a slip of paper and drop it in the offering plate or 

you can call the church office at 765-529-2403 to be added to the One 

Call list. We will make sure your number is added to our system. 
 

Also, please program the One Call phone number in your phone 

contact list so you will recognize when we are calling. This helps 

you to know you can accept our call! The number is 877-698-

3261.  
 

Thank you! We work hard to effectively communicate with all mem-

bers and friends.  


