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Connecting to Community
Local Mission Week
First Christian is planning a local mission week centered in our own community of Henry County. From
June 26 to 30, young and not-so-young volunteers will
embark on a time of service.
For four days, participants will gather together for
meals and devotions and then go out into neighboring
areas to serve. A typical day may look like: breakfast together, work on a service project, lunch and
devotional time, continue a service project, preparing and sharing in dinner,
enjoying
a funGross
activity as
Rev.
Alecia
a group – such as swimming or go-karting, and then doing a small act of service at church, followed
by lights out.
Youth participants in middle school and up are welcome to spend nights at the church. Some of the
small acts of service we will do for church during this time may include: folding bulletins, taking out
recycle, organizing a closet or dusting window sills.
We need your help in three ways. 1) We would like for you to block off all (or part) of this time to
join us in working together in mission. 2) We would LOVE for you to help find service projects we
can work on – both indoors and out. Do one of our shut ins need weeds pulled? Can you ask a nursing
home if we can read to the residents or fill birdfeeders? Is there a mother of young kids who needs
help with laundry and dishes? 3) And lastly – we would greatly appreciate volunteers to either provide
food for our meals or help cover the cost. Or donate a case of water to keep us hydrated as we work.
Sign up sheets will be available soon in the office. Children will need parents to fill out a release form.
Middle school and older are welcome to “lock-in” at the church. Younger children are welcome to
join in with parental supervision.
Sign up by June 12 to get a t-shirt!
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June 2-9-16-23-30
9:00 am Sunday School,
10:00 am Worship Service
June 2, Board Meeting, 11:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Lounge
June 2, 3:00 pm, Communion Ministry at The Waters
,

June 6, Ladies Coffee Talk, meet at Park Restaurant at 6:00 p.m.
June 16, Father’s Day Celebration during Outdoor Worship Service
June 19, Long Range Planning team meets at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Lounge
June 23, Retirement Party for John Davidson after Worship Service
June 26, Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 a.m.
June 26-30, Connecting to Community, local mission week

Swaddled in God’s law of love
Pastor John Edgerton tells of swaddling his 2-week-old baby to help her feel secure. She loved being wrapped tightly in a soft blanket and would lie quietly —
until she managed to work a tiny arm loose. Then she’d scream until someone rewrapped her.
Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connection with God’s law, given so
people can live in peace. “I know that I’m supposed to do the right thing, but I’m
always wiggling out of it,” he writes. “And very quickly my life falls into a state
of disarray.”
We’ve all experienced this. We know we are to love our neighbors as ourselves,
yet we often ignore their needs. Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wiggle
around it: “That’s too naïve for this day and age.” But then relationships crumble,
life feels crazy and we recognize that, in large part, we’ve done it to ourselves.
Over and over, we wiggle out of the soft swaddle of God’s law of love, only to
flail. Thankfully, like a loving parent, God wraps us up anew, holds us close and
saves us from ourselves — again.
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Prayer Concerns:
Claudia Jackson, Phil and Yvonne McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee
Igo, Terry Ewing, Craig Bailey, Mary Beth
VanArsdol, Robbie Dunn, Daniel Cox, Jim Acker,
Jess Adams, Bob Simmons, Jeanne Reyman, Mary
Ellen Reyman, The Family of Hershel Ankrom,
Jr., Chad Howard, Garrett Cooper, Karie Cooper,
The Family of Dick Riley, Sioux Pierce, David Miller, Taylor Balog, Sharon Smith, Linda Masters,
Sarah Hamilton,
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan
Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Jane
Comer

A prayer for families
Heavenly Father, we come as your children to praise
you for putting us into families. Thank you for the
love and nourishment we’ve received — and been
blessed to give. We confess our need for your daily
forgiveness and guidance in our families. Please
grant harmony in our homes and help us always show respect and love
for one another. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

June 16, 2019
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Camp Craft Request
by Rev. Alecia Gross
In just a few weeks, several of our young people will be heading to churchEliza
camp Madden
at Bedford and
the Geneva Center. This year the theme is Peace Works – and the crafts and activities will all
reinforce this message.
Can you check your craft closets to see if you have any of the following items to help make our
camp crafts extra-special?
Origami paper – enough for 100 doves
Leather cord, yellow, green and blue beads – to make 50 bracelets
Clothesline, clothespins, and index cards – for our prayer wall
Small terra cotta pots (ideally 100), multi-colored beads and large wooden beads bigger than the
pot’s drain hole, twine/cording
Polymer bake-able clay – Fimo or other brand, bamboo skewers, rubber stamps, embroidery
thread
Pine cones – approximately 100. It would be especially nice if they were baked at 350 for 10-15
minutes
Sumer Robinson
Cheap white paper plates, googly-eyes, ribbon
Wire clothes hangers bent into 5 to 8” circles – we will need 50 of these. 12-inch straight pieces
of wire hangers -100. We will also need yarn, feathers, washi, colored duct tape, beads and ribbon to decorate with. They will end up as Peace Dream Catchers.
Camp is such an important time in the spiritual development of our young people. Any help you
can give to making their time away extra special – it will be greatly appreciated.
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International Mission Opportunity
by Rev. Alecia Gross
Have you ever felt called to participate in an international mission trip? Here is a wonderful opportunity. Janice Wilson is coordinating a trip to Eswatini (formerly Swaziland) in Africa through Global Ministries.
The trip will cost around $2700/person. This price will fluctuate a bit as final costs will depend on how many join
the team, but this is a good estimate. The estimated dates right now are July 3-16, 2019. This could also change
slightly depending on the best airfares.
In Eswatini, Disciples of Christ churches support Neighborhood Care Points (NCPs) that feed young children. Otherwise, the children may go days without a nutritious meal.
Some of the project goals for 2019 include: establishing preschools at all eight of the NCPs. Right now there are five
- with a sixth nearly open. They also hope to build latrines and water wells at a few sites. Some of the NCPs need
fencing to help with safety.
James 2:15-17 says.
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep
warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself,
if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
Please consider going.
Seeing everything for yourself and knowing is really important.
You can also help someone else go, if you want to sponsor someone I can get you Janice’s information. Or you can
donate to help with specific needs for the mission.
The new Neighborhood Care Point (NCP) building in Mliba is ready for paint and children!
BASIC NEEDS :
•
A water tank @ $550 and Tank stand @ $550 - five total are needed of each
•
A block of 3 toilets @ $1500 – three locations need these
•
Borehole @ $7000 – five total are needed
•
Fencing material @ $3000 needed in five locations
•
An NCP structure $15,000 – two needed
•
7 door locks @ $20
•
200 packs of Crayons @ $2 per packet
•
200 notebooks @ $1.20 each
•
75 educational charts @ $2 each
•
100 Story books @ $1.50 each
•
14 desks @ $20 each
•
68 chairs @ $4 each
Because Janice and the mission team will have limited space in their luggage, we are not able to purchase these
items here for them to deliver. They are bringing quilts from Knitting for Peace to give to the children.
Russ and I have visited most of these NCPs. We have traveled with this mission team. It is an amazing experience –
one I highly recommend if you feel God is leading you on this path. Let us know if you have any questions. Or if
you feel so lead, you may donate at: https://www.gofundme.com/preschool-supplies-for-the-kids-of-kccp
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Connecting the dots
Commencement speeches and greeting cards are full of advice for graduates, yet good intentions
and careful plans can’t guarantee a perfect life — whatever that might mean.
“You can’t connect the dots looking forward,” said Steve Jobs. “You can only connect them
looking backwards. So you have to trust that the dots will somehow connect in your future. You
have to trust in something — your gut, destiny, life ...”
As Christians, we can do more than that: We can trust in God. Yes, he may speak to us through a
“gut” feeling, and our eternal “destiny” is assured. And we know that life, not death, will win
out. But recent grads — and all of us — need not just sit and wait to see how the dots of our
lives will someday connect. God has shown us through Scripture, the church and, above all, Jesus that the dots connect this way: from God’s heart, to Jesus’ sacrifice for us, to our entry into
relationship with God, to our heart and finally to our own loving outreach to others.
Whatever shape your education, work and family take through the years, “commence” with this:
God has drawn your life to connect with him and your neighbors. If you follow those Spiritetched lines, you’ll be fine.
—Heidi Mann
The holy space of love
An ancient story is told of two brothers who shared grain fields and a mill and, at day’s end,
equally divided the results of their labor. But the unmarried farmer felt that his brother, with a
family to support, should have a greater share. So each night, under cover of darkness, he added
some of his grain to his brother’s.
Meanwhile, the married brother was concerned that his single brother would have no children to
care for him in his old age. So each night he, too, added to his brother’s granary.
One night, the selfless brothers ran into each other. Grasping what was going on, they laughed
and embraced. Rabbinic legend holds that on that spot — where love was freely shared — God
decided his Temple should be built. Wherever people act in sacrificial love, the space between
them is holy.

Deuteronomy 31:6
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them,
for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave
you or forsake you.

& Bake Sale
July 5th and 6th
At the Shelter House

Your help is needed to make our annual
Faith Fund fundraiser a success!
Shelly Dickerson, Chair of the Rummage Sale Fundraiser, has put out a
call for helpers and items to sell in our rummage sale. Donations of items
are being taken now. We also need for you to shop the sale, put up posters
and invite all your friends. The money goes to help fulfill the Faith Fund
line in the church income budget. The funds are used to pay the general
expenses of the church and they are very necessary to our ministries.
Lots of Miscellaneous items are needed but we’d love items that would
bring a good price such as smaller furniture, videos, glassware, holiday
decorations, books, antiques, yard and garden items and other bigger ticket items! We also accept good, clean clothing with no holes, stains or
missing buttons. Unfortunately, we cannot accept televisions that are not
digital (cable ready) and old electronics as we must pay a disposal fee if
the items do not sell.
Volunteers are needed now to begin marking and sorting the items. Cash
donations are always very much appreciated and any monetary donations
will contribute directly to the sale’s profits. We’d like to find a sponsor for
the ad in the Courtier Times newspaper. This expense is approximately
$50.
As you can see, this fundraiser requires the help of the whole congregation
to be successful. The great thing is that it is a wonderful time of fellowship! We encourage all of you to be involved in some fashion!
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Volunteers Needed!
There are many opportunities to make a difference here at 2000 Bundy Avenue. Your help is
much needed! Here are ways to help:
Volunteers are needed to water the flower planter close to the road. This planter is a wonderful welcoming feature of our church and we need help to keep it going!
Volunteer to host Coffee Hour! The church will provide cookies and drinks or if you enjoy
baking, freshly baked treats are always a big hit!
Communion Prep and Clean Up—we need people to volunteer. We’d be happy to show you
all the details.
Walk the Grounds to pick up trash—help your church and get some exercise at the same
time. Can be done anytime you choose!
Local Mission Efforts—talk with Pastor Alecia to share your talents. She always knows of
ways that you can help. Read the Connecting to Community article on the front page of this
newsletter and get involved.
Foster Closet—there are so many ways to help here! You can spend a little time or more time
if you choose. Your help would be so appreciated!

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

