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Baptism Sunday, April 28, 2019 
Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church. The bond 

which God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble. — The Book of Common Prayer, 1979  
 

The congregation of First Christian Church rejoiced as four new members were added to the Body of 

Christ through the act of Holy Baptism.  Left to Right: Jacob Gross, Haley Dunn, Kelsie Dunn and 

Courtney Gross. Back Row: Rev. Alecia Gross 
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 May 5-12-19-26 

9:00 am Sunday  School, 10:00 am Worship Service 
 

May 12: Mother’s Day Celebration during Worship service 
 

May 14: Barbee Blessing at Hazelwood Church in Muncie. 
 

May 15: Long Range Planning Committee will meet at 6:30 pm.  
Talk to Don Denney to hear more about it.  

 
May 15 Renaissance Child Award Night in the Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. 

 
May 19: Graduation Sunday during Worship service. 

Elders Meeting right after Worship service.  
 

May 22: Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am.  
 

May 26: OUTSIDE WORSHIP SERVICE: weather permitting. Let’s worship God in 
nature and experience the joy and beauty of God’s creation! 

Dress for comfort and meet at the Shelter house.  
 

May 27: Church closed for Memorial Day. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Above and beyond 
When 20-year-old Hunter Shamatt lost his wallet while traveling to a wedding last 
fall, he assumed its contents — including $60 in cash — were gone forever. But not 
only did someone return the wallet and everything inside it; the good Samaritan also 
added money. “I rounded your cash up to an even $100 so you can celebrate getting 
your wallet back,” read a note signed with the initials TB.  
 
Hunter’s mom, who posted a photo of the note on Facebook, said her faith in human-
ity was restored. The world’s “not as grim as it’s being made out to be,” Jeannie 
Shamatt wrote.  
 
Like the good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37, “TB” — who turned out to be Todd Brown 
of Omaha — went above and beyond in expressing kindness to a stranger. May we 
do likewise, bandaging one another’s wounds, providing comfort, sacrificing our re-
sources and showing mercy, all in Jesus’ name.  

 
—Stephanie Martin 

 

MAY 2019 



 3 Prayer Concerns: 

Phil and Yvonne McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Kelly Cronk, Mel 
and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Craig Bailey, Mary Beth VanArsdol, Rob-
bie Dunn, Daniel Cox, Jim Acker, Jess Adams, Bob Simmons, Jeanne 
Reyman, Mary Ellen Reyman, the Family of Herschel Ancrom 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris 
Alexander, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, 
Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila 
Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice 
Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Jane Comer 

How to add names to our prayer list: call us at 765-529-2403 (leave a message if no answer); 
send us an e-mail (fccsherrydenney@outlook.com); post in our private Facebook group or write 
the name on the tear off sheet in the Sunday bulletin and place it in the offering plate.  We want 
to hear your prayer concerns! 

 

Monthly Adult Bible Study and  

Fellowship Offered  

6: 30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
 

Adults of all ages are invited to join in for fun and learning 

on the first Wednesday of each month. The group format is 

currently: gathering and eating time, short video lesson, 

discussion time and then the group ends in prayer.  
 

The group pitches in potluck food and drink items to share. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend. The next meeting will be 

June 5, 2019. Questions? Call the church office at 765-529-

2403. 
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Healing hospitality 

Repeated headlines about violence can make us “feel 

like locking our doors and never entering society 

again,” writes pastor and author Max Lucado. After 

another mass shooting, he penned an online opinion 

piece that urged people to do the exact opposite by 

opening their doors, their hearts and their circles.  

 

“It’s no accident that hospitality and hospital come 

from the same Latin word,” Lucado writes, “for they 

both lead to the same result: healing. When you open 

your door to someone, you are sending this message: 

‘You matter.’”  

 

Because daily life is filled with rejections, extending 

an invitation — even to a simple meal — can be life-

altering, Lucado contends. What you think is a messy 

house might be a sanctuary to someone else, “and to 

those who eat alone every night, pork and beans on 

paper plates tastes like filet mignon.” Our kitchen ta-

bles are “God’s secret weapons in the war on fear,” 

Lucado says. “We never know what one meal will do.” 

The living Word 

Many know of teacher Annie Sullivan helping young 

Helen Keller break through barriers of blindness and 

deafness to discover language: how Sullivan placed 

one of Helen’s hands under running water, spelling 

water in sign language over and over into the other. 

In Keller’s words: “Suddenly I felt a misty con-

sciousness as of something forgotten — a thrill of 

returning thought; and somehow the mystery of lan-

guage was revealed to me. I knew that w-a-t-e-r 

meant the wonderful cool something that was flowing 

over my hand. That living word awakened my soul, 

gave it light, hope, joy, set it free.”  

 

God’s living Word, working through the waters of 

baptism, also awakens us — to a life of faith an-

chored in God’s unconditional love. Baptism revives 

in us a “misty consciousness” that we are safe in God 

and reveals “the mystery of language” that is prayer. 

In baptism, as water washes over our bodies, the liv-

ing Word gives us light, hope, joy and true freedom. 

The Reverend Nathan Day Wilson was 

our Guest Minister on Sunday, May 5th.  

Jan Lindsey and Sherry Denney visit with 

FCC member, Sheila Jackson, during monthly 

communion ministry at Glen Oaks Health 

Campus.  
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Spring Community Luncheon held on April 24, 2019 

 
The Long Range Planning Committee hosted their second neighborhood event on Wednesday, 

April 24th. The Great Hall was decorated with beautiful flowers compliments of Ace Hardware 

and a tasty plate consisting of chicken salad on a croissant , pasta salad, carrots and a dessert was 

served to those in attendance. Door prizes provided by Advance Auto Parts, The Barnett Compa-

ny and Ace Hardware added fun and excitement to the event. 

 

The guest speaker was Matthew Hurst, the Director of Choral Music at New Castle High School. 

Mr. Hurst shared with the audience the story of his early life and gave insight into his role as a 

music teacher at our local high school. His message was very inspiring and those attending were 

touched by his honesty and his perseverance in facing life’s ups and downs with deep faith and 

optimism.  

 

The committee is working hard to spread the message that First Christian Church is an intregal 

part of the neighborhood and we’re here to serve. Before the event, committee members walked 

the streets around the church knocking on doors to invite people. If people weren’t at home, a 

door hanger bag was left with a luncheon invitation and candy. The group also listed the event in 

The Courier Times and advertised the event on Facebook to reach as many people as possible.  

 

Please consider joining the committee in their efforts. The group welcomes all to their meetings. 

The meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Lounge. For more details, call the church of-

fice at 765-529-2403.  
 

Below: Matthew Hurst sings songs with chil-

dren from Renaissance Child Learning Center.  

To the right is a thank you note sent to First 

Christian from the children.  
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May 26  
10:00 a.m. 

 

Let’s worship God 
in nature and ex-
perience the joy 
and beauty of 

God’s creation! 
Dress for comfort 
and meet at the  
shelter house.  

 

In case of inclement  
weather, we will meet inside. 

Kids’ Sunday School News 

This summer we will use the “one room school house” concept for children and youth attending 

Sunday school. So far the kids are loving this method! 

Our curriculum is Deep Blue Connects, “At Home with God”. Beginning with Jesus’ own family, 

your kids will hear and see how families care for children as they grow, build loving relationships, 

and explore how different families belong in God’s big story. The study incorporates family-themed 

Bible stories, service learning, science activities, arts and crafts and active games into a lived-faith 

experience. Children will discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus and part of God’s big 

family.  

Sunday school for children begins at 9:00 a.m., the location is the lower level, in the room directly 

to the right of the North stairs. Kindergarten age and up is welcome! Ages 4 and below may go to 

the Nursey located on the Main hallway. Questions? Please call the church office, 765-529-2403.  

May 26 at the Shelter House 

Has your birthday passed without a Happy Birthday card 

from the church? If so, we most likely do not have your birth-

day listed in our records. We want to send you a card to wish 

you a happy birthday so please let the church office know 

your birthday! You can jot it down and place it in the offering 

plate. If your address had changed, please give us your cor-

rect address.  Thank you! 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Worship and Wonder Art Class News by Sherry Denney 
 

Our children very much enjoy exploring God’s Word through art during Sunday’s Worship hour. Here 

are some projects we have been working on: 
 

Painted Rocks: We studied Psalm 62:2 and then we painted rocks that were distributed as a gift to Easter 

Sunday worshippers. 
 

Paper Chain Tapestry: we painted paper strips using watercolor paints. We talked about how we are all 

different but we’re all children of God. When we are (woven) together, we create a beautiful tapestry. 
 

Palm Leaves for Palm Sunday: our palm leaves are displayed in the main hallway. 
 

I am the Vine, You are the Branches: Bible verse, John 15:5, was the basis of a good discussion and 

quilling project for the older artists. The younger artists worked on cutting, coloring and gluing using the 

same Scripture. 
 

Earth Day Mobiles: we had a great discussion about being good stewards of God’s creation, planet Earth. 

The kids have been asking to work with clay so we bought some clay and got busy creating mobiles. 

These will be worked on again on May 12th. Thank you to Todd Eversole for cutting our rolling pins into 

the proper lengths. Buck Quigley has volunteered to drill holes for us on May 12th.  
 

How you can help: we are in need of adult volunteers. One volunteer per Sunday would be great. 

Also, monetary donations for art supplies are most welcome. We need someone to wash and iron the cur-

tains in the room. I love the white curtains as they let in lots of light but they have not been washed in 

quite a while. I’d be happy to help take them down and put them back up.    
 

Our art studio is taking shape. Aprons for the kids were recently donated. Please feel free to come up and 

take a look. I hope to have an open house soon but no need to wait for the open house; you can visit now! 

Our children love  

to create! 
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Psalm 16:7-9 

7 I will praise the LORD, who 

counsels me; even at night my 

heart instructs me. 8 I keep my 

eyes always on the LORD. With 

him at my right hand, I will not 

be shaken. 9 Therefore my 

heart is glad and my tongue re-

joices; my body also will rest 

secure,  

Abbey Renner, daughter of Mela-

nie and Chris Renner, graduated 

on May 2, 2019 with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Early Childhood Edu-

cation (PreK through Grade 3) 

from Wright State University. 

Come congratulate her on May 

19, 2019. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

As you do your Spring Clean-

ing, save your unwanted items 

for our annual rummage sale! 

The dates of the sale are July 

5th and 6th.  
 

Shelly Dickerson is Chairper-

son of this year’s sale and 

would be happy to answer your 

Rummage Sale questions.  

 

The rummage sale is a Faith 

Fund fundraiser. Please help! 

Please take a moment to review your giving to see if your pledge is up to date. Contributing your pledge in 

a timely manner helps FCC to pay our financial obligations as they become due.  If you are unsure about 

your status, give Sherry a call at 529-2403 and she can answer any questions that you may have about your 

giving record. A contribution report can be printed for you at any time! 

A Prayer for May 

Loving God, thank you for all the 

women who’ve shown me your 

grace and brought peace and joy 

into my life. Amen.   
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Downstairs Sunday School  

Room Updated 
 

We say thank you to Claudia and  Brian 

Jackson for heading up an update in the 

4-6th grade Sunday School room. We 

also thank the Cleveland Youth Fund 

for providing $500 toward this project. 

Thank you to Ace Hardware for provid-

ing paint and thank you to the Men’s 

Fellowship group for painting. Susan 

and George Caldwell purchased a bean 

bag chair. Claudia Jackson sewed pil-

lows, and provided a rug and curtains. 

The Jackson Men (Thomas, Ryan and 

Brian) carried old furniture out and 

picked up and delivered new furniture. 

It was a great group effort! 


