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Reverent Reflections by Reverend Alecia Gross 

Gospel Reflection on Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 – The Prodigal Son 
 

Return to relationship – reconciliation – is a powerful theme in today's focus scrip-

ture, but it is not an easy homecoming. While "Welcome home" may sound all warm 

and fuzzy, this return home itself presents all sorts of challenges. 
 

Perhaps this boy was always impetuous, as second sons often are when they follow a 

responsible, hard-working firstborn. The firstborn by tradition would stand to inherit 

the lion's share of the estate anyway. Scholars say that the older son would receive 

two-thirds of the estate, with the rest divided up between the other heirs. Maybe this 

was enough of an injustice to turn a boy's mind toward pursuits other than working 

for his big brother. 
 

In fact, this younger brother isn't just impetuous - he comes across as a master ma-

nipulator who, knows how "to play the old man like a fiddle". For example, we never 

quite feel confident that the younger son's repentance is "true"; his conversion seems 

more stomach-driven than heart-felt. 
 

The younger brother seems to have no regard for the suffering of his father, brother, 

other family members, or the wider community that would have been affected by the sale of land held by a family that 

no doubt contributed to the surrounding economy. 
 

When the young man "came to himself," shaken by hunger and by just how low he had fallen, he began the long hard 

climb back, and his words, "I will get up and go to my father" remind us this Lent of resurrection, restoration, and new 

life. 
 

It is not difficult to imagine how the father's welcome might have felt to the boy: I can imagine the father's embrace 

that was led up to by a yearning run: the speed of the father who could not wait to see his child.  
 

In this Lenten season, in what ways do we feel alienated - perhaps even from those we hold most dear? How might we 

have contributed to that sense of alienation? If Lent is a time of repentance, of turning back, how can we find our way 

back home again? 
 

We all know that Lent leads to Easter; what is the resurrection we long for in this season? Where are the dead places, 

the lifeless experiences, the heavy burdens that block our new life? 
 

Are we, like the older brother, perhaps stuck in scarcity thinking, when we'd be much happier, much freer, operating in 

abundance mode, which is clearly the mode of the prodigal father?  

 
Continued on page 4 
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April 4 

6:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Park Restaurant 
 

April 7 

Board Meeting following Worship Service 

Communion Ministry at the Waters, 3:00 p.m. 
 

April 13 

Churchyard Clean Up Day from 10:00 a.m. until Noon 
 

April 14, Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 
 

April 19, Good Friday 

Good Friday Service begins at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Prayer Vigil begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel, Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 
 

April 20, Holy Saturday 

Prayer Vigil ends at Noon 
 

 

 

April 24 

Spring Community Luncheon in the Great Hall from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Invite all your friends 

and neighbors to celebrate spring with us at this free luncheon. Guest speaker and entertainment will be 

NCHS Choral Director, Matthew Hurst, and the Girl’s Barbershop Quartet (from 11:45 until 12:15). 

Please help us promote this event by mailing a card (available at the church office) to personally invite 

your friends and aquaintences.  
 

April 28 

Love Connection Coffee Hour beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

Baptism Sunday during Worship Service 

 

 

April 21, EASTER SUNDAY 
INVITE SOMEONE TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF EASTER WITH YOU! 

Easter Sunday Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. and continues until 9:45 a.m. The breakfast will be open 

house style. There will be biscuits, sausage, breakfast casserole, sweet rolls and muffins, fruit, yogurt 

parfaits, etc. To drink, there will be coffee, orange juice, and milk. 
 

Sunday School is from 9-10 am 
 

Worship Service begins at 10 am 
 

Easter Egg Hunt right after Worship Service 
 

If you ordered an Easter lily, please take it home after Worship service 
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Eliza Madden 

Easter Egg Hunt following Easter Worship! Special dates 

• Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 7, 2019  

• Holy Week, April 14-21, 2019  

• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14, 2019  

• Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019  

• Good Friday, April 19, 2019  

• Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019  

• Administrative Professionals Day, April 

24, 2019 

 

 
What Easter does 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing and life-giving for his followers. But, as Henry 

Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news … does not change the contemporary world.” On earth, 

we still must deal with sin, pain, death and brokenness. And “still before us lie work, discipline, sac-

rifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter does, though, is provide Christians with “the spiritual power to do 

the work, accept the discipline and make the sacrifice.”  
 

By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our worldly troubles with joy, peace and hope. 

His resurrection assures us that trials, tears and suffering are only temporary, while eternal victory 

and life with Jesus are permanent. 

 

We need candy do-

nations! Please 

place in Narthex 

bin. If you want us 

to shop for the can-

dy, please place 

monetary donation 

in offering plate.  

 

Thank You! 

We’re collecting bottle caps for 

park benches. To the left, Don Den-

ney took the bottle caps we have 

collected so far to the fire station on 

March 27, 2019. We will continue 

to collect until the end of May. 

Please place caps in the bucket in 

the Narthex.  
 

 Here is the list of acceptable caps 

and lids: drink bottles, medicine 

bottle caps, milk, detergent, yogurt, 

peanut butter, margarine lids, deo-

dorant caps, flip top caps. The lids 

cannot contain any metal.  

Churchyard Clean Up Day, Saturday, April 13 

10:00 a.m. until Noon 
 

George Caldwell, Chairman of the Property and Grounds team, is calling for 

volunteers to gather together on Saturday, April 13th from ten a.m. until Noon 

to get the churchyard ready for mowing season. There are plenty of sticks that 

need to be picked up as well as leaves to be raked and trash to be gathered 

The clean up day will be held weather permitting. It will be cancelled if the day is rainy. Call George at  

765-521-2015 for more details.  
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Rodney Clapp describes abundance thinking particularly well: "Every time God's active, stretching, 

searching, healing love finds someone and calls that person back home, it does not mean there is less 

for the rest of us. It means there is more. More wine. More feasting. More music. More dancing. It 

means another, and now a bigger, party" (Feasting on the Word Year C, Vol. 2). 
 

For some time now, I've been wondering if we address the issue of forgiveness often enough in the 

church.  
 

Jesus preached forgiveness, mercy, grace and non-violence, and many of our listeners on any Sunday 

are sitting before us, struggling deeply with family issues, long-held grudges, a sense of wounded-

ness, and even a need to repent. Do we help one another shine the light of the gospel on these strug-

gles? 
 

We are the sinners and the tax collectors, the wandering and wasteful son, and perhaps the resentful 

older brother, too. Can we let ourselves be received and honored at the party, and can we bring our-

selves to attend? Wouldn't that be amazing? Can we even begin to imagine it? 

Thank You Notes 
Dear First Christian Church,  

Thank you for the delicious Valentine container of cookies and candy. I sure do appreciate your 

thoughtfulness.  

Love, LaVaughn Douglas 

 

A Note to Thank you,  

Thank you all for the beautiful flowers, cards and prayers, even the comments on Facebook meant so 

much to me. Also, thank Pastor Alecia for the hospital visit when Terry was having surgery. We love 

everyone at our church. 

Linda Cross 

Join us on April 28th for a 

Love Connection Coffee Hour! 
 

Call your Love Connection and ask them to meet you 

for food and fellowship on Sunday, April 28th. Part of 

“The Word is Love” year here at F.C.C., the Love Con-

nection initiative joins people together to promote close 

community or koinonia. If you have not had an oppor-

tunity to choose a Love Connection name, don’t worry, 

we still have names available to be drawn.  

Brian Jackson drew 

Jess Adams’ name for 

his Love Connection. 

They were catching up 

on March 24th.  

Spring Community Luncheon to be held Wednesday, April 24, 2019, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

The Long Range Planning Committee is calling upon all members and friends of First Christian to 

reach out to the Henry County community and invite them to our Spring luncheon. Each of you play 

an integral part in the future life of this congregation. Please share with our neighbors all we have to 

offer as a vibrant community of faith. Invitation postcards are available to mail in the church office.  
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Meanings in the meal 

Jesus instituted Communion while celebrating the Jewish Passover with his disciples. The meal’s ritual 

foods hold meaning for Christians, too, because our faith story is interwoven with that of Judaism.  
 

Matzoh: This unraised bread recalls the Israelites’ hasty departure from oppression in Egypt. Jesus used 

the Passover bread to symbolize his body, which delivers us from bondage to sin and death.  
 

Salt water: It symbolizes the tears of the Hebrews and of all who suffer in any time and place. Christians 

believe that in Jesus, God embraced human suffering so we need never face it alone.  
 

Parsley: Dipped in the salt water, this green, leafy vegetable represents the Hebrews’ rebirth out of sor-

row into the joy of freedom. Easter’s celebration of resurrection proclaims a coming day when God 

“will wipe every tear from [our] eyes [and] there will be no more death” (Revelation 21:4, NIV).  
 

Shankbone: A lamb slaughtered for each Hebrew household meant life for those within. The meat 

strengthened them for the escape journey, and the blood, swabbed on their doorframe, signaled for 

Death to “pass over.” Jesus used wine at the Passover meal to symbolize his blood — of the Lamb of 

God — which he would shed for our salvation.  
 

Egg: For Jews celebrating Passover, an egg symbolizes memory of the Exodus and renewal of faith. For 

Christians at Easter, eggs — especially open, empty ones — call to mind Jesus’ empty tomb, renewal 

and abundant life. 

Summer means  

CHURCH CAMP!  

Save $25  

Register before May 15th 
Details here: 

http://indianadisciples.org/commissions/

commission-on-faith-formation/ 
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Remember or Honor your  

loved ones at Easter 
 

Each year at Easter, the most holy time of the church 

year, we have the opportunity to honor and/or remember 

our loved ones. Easter lily orders are being taken by the 

church office and the flowers will decorate the chancel on Easter morning. The 

names of those honored or remembered are listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin 

and the next issue of The Christian Builder monthly newsletter.  

 

We also have the opportunity to make a monetary donation to the Memorial Fund 

of F.C.C. to honor and remember loved ones. These monetary donations are also 

listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin and The Christian Builder monthly newsletter.  
 

 

Please fill out the order form in the Sunday bulletin or call the church office at 

765-529-2403. (deadline Monday, April 15 at 10 am) to order. You may make a 

monetary memorial donation (without ordering a flower) or you may order a trib-

ute Easter lily. Lilies are $10.00 each ($2.51 of each lily will go in the Memorial 

Fund and is tax deductible). You may take your flower pot home with you after 

Worship Service on Easter Sunday. Payment must accompany order. Funds donat-

ed over the cost of the flowers will go into the Memorial Fund to be used for fu-

ture needs of FCC. 

  

 

It is a long-standing tradition here at 
FCC to hold a prayer vigil beginning on 
Good Friday and ending on Holy Satur-
day. The Elders of our church take the 
lead in organizing and monitoring the 
vigil during the time period. The word 
"vigil" comes from the Latin word vigilia 

meaning wakefulness. It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on the Lord 
that our members are being asked to sign up for a time to pray in the 
chapel. There are still slots open. The time is from 7:00 p.m. on Good Fri-
day (April 19) until Noon on Holy Saturday (April 20). Please call the 
church office for available time slots. The telephone number is 765-529-
2403. Please leave a message if there is no answer. Let us join with all the 
Saints gone before us to continue this sacred tradition.  
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 Spring Cleaning Means it is Time to  

Gather Your Items for Our Church Rummage Sale! 

As you are cleaning closets, drawers and garages, please place items aside to do-

nate to FCC’s rummage sale. Last year our rummage sale brought in much-needed 

funds for the Faith Fund line in the income budget. For the past few years, the con-

gregation has committed to raising funds to bridge the gap between income and ex-

penses. When we voted (in December 2018) to approve the budget, we committed 

our support to the fundraisers held throughout the year. Donating your clean, good 

quality items is a great way to help. This year Shelly Dickerson has agreed to chair 

the rummage sale. The date of the sale is still being determined but most likely it 

will be in June. Please gather your items and set them aside until Shelly announces 

that they may be brought to the church. Sorry, we are unable to accept old TVs 

(ones that are not cable ready will not sell) or old computers/printers. Thanks in ad-

vance for your donations and service; your help is very much appreciated! 

 

The Foster Closet at First Christian Church Needs Your Help! 

First Christian Members, please share this article with your friends and service clubs! 

 

The Foster Closet, located at 2000 Bundy Avenue, is a resource for foster families, people raising chil-

dren other than their own (such as grandparents raising grandchildren) and people in need. This valuable 

resource provides clothing and supplies (baby beds, strollers, changing tables,etc.) and serves all of 

Henry County. Foster families sometimes receive children unexpectedly and the children often lack 

basic clothing when they arrive. The closet helps these families tremendously! 
 

The Foster Closet is searching for volunteers to help us with this valuable service. We need people to 

sort and organize donated clothing and we are asking organizations to consider helping us by organizing 

a group service project. The day(s) and time(s) of your visit can be tailored to fit your organization. We 

would be happy to welcome your group morning, afternoon or evening! Individuals are most welcome 

as well. Will your group consider helping us continue to provide for foster families and other children in 

need of the closet’s resources? Please call or e-mail us! Our contact information is below. 
 

Donations of new or gently used clothing (for babies, children and teens) are always welcome. We also 

take baby beds (newer beds with up-to-date safety features), changing tables, children’s table and chair 

sets, toys, etc. Monetary donations help us keep the closet going. Please consider us! 
 

Contact Information: 

The Foster Closet at First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN 47362 
 

Rev. Alecia Gross, Minister 

Telephone: 317-364-5101 

E-Mail: aleciamgross@gmail.com 
 

Sherry Denney, Administrative Coordinator 

Telephone: 765-529-2403 

E-Mail: fccsherrydenney@outlook.com 



Applications being taken for Hall and Shough Scholarships 

Submission Deadline is April 30th 

Each year up to five scholarships of $500 each can be awarded to select mem-

bers of First Christian Church. The scholarship recipients are chosen by a three-

person committee that includes the minister and an elder. An application must 

be completed by April 30, 2019. Please visit firstchristiannewcastle.org for an 

application.  

 

Requirements to Apply: 

 

The recipient must be of good character and an active member of First Chris-

tian Church with a record of regular attendance. If the student is away at school, 

attendance at a church close to the school may be accepted.  

 

The recipient must have been accepted by an accredited institution of higher 

learning prior to making an application for this grant. Funds are paid directly to 

the school. A tuition bill must submitted to the church office.  

 

FCC’s Easter Offering will be 

taken during the month of 

April. You will find envelopes 

in your box of tithing enve-

lopes, in the pew holders and 

in your Sunday bulletin.  

 

We also appreciate donations 

mailed to the church at 2000 

Bundy Avenue, New Castle, 

IN  47362 

 

These donations benefit the ministries of First Christian Church. Help us 

reach out to our community and the world. 

 

 

1 Peter 1:3       Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Phil and Yvone McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Eleanor Painter, Dennis Calvino, Wanda West, 
Chris Fischer, Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Wanda Kissick, Beverly Neal, Sharon 
Smith, Billie Jo Smith, Craig Bailey, Mary Beth VanArsdol, Robbie Dunn, Daniel Cox, Aury Mans-
field, Linda Masters, Steve Duran, Mike Wyatt, Jan Lindsey, Jaxon Taylor, Sherry Rigney, Nancy 
Frakes, Jim Acker, Sarah Hamilton, Jess Adams, Marcell Kennedy-Alonzo, Mike Garner, Melissa 
Reidhead, The Family of Roger Weeden, Jeanie Jones, Pete Molloy and Family (death of his broth-
er, Matt), The West Family 
 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris Canaday, 
Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, 
Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, 
Jane Comer 
 

Please help us keep our prayer list current by contacting the church office with updates. Due to 
space limitations, there are times when names are removed from our Prayer List. If the person is 
still in need of prayer, please contact the office and their name will be added. Please let us know of 
any names that need to be removed or added. The number for the church is 765-529-2403.   
Thank you! 

Earth Day is 4/22/19   https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/green-chalice/  

Sign the Green Chalice Covenant! 

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/green-chalice/
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Ladies Fellowship 

Coffee Talk, April 4th 

6:00 –7:00 pm 

Park Restaurant 

Join us for prayer, discussion and sharing of the Word.  

Join us as we encourage, comfort, and edify one another. 

Please Keep Us Updated! If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved 

one contact the church office so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another 

need that requires a Pastoral visit, please contact the church office. The number is 765-

529-2403 
 

When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or 

prayer chain.  If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be re-

spected.   


