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A Letter from Our Stewardship Committee Chairperson
Greetings Members and Friends of First Christian Church!
I hope this letter finds you in good health and in good spirit. It is that time of year when the temperature is falling, the leaves are changing to beautiful colors and the Stewardship Committee is calling upon you to
think about how you can more freely share your time, your talents and your monetary gifts to our church.
In a letter from a local non-profit organization, I recently read that “Americans who make $10,000 a
year or less give an average of 11.2 % of their income, while those who make more than $150,000 give an average of 2.7%.” I believe that most of the families here at F.C.C. are somewhere in the middle of the salaries
mentioned and are in the middle of the giving portion of this. I am asking you as supporters of our beautiful
church to think about where you are and where you want to be in this equation.
We are constantly trying to get ahead in our personal wealth, striving to gain in our bank accounts and
our physical possessions. Where does all of of this fit in to what God has planned for us as individuals and as a
church? As a Christian, we do not own our financial gifts. God does. He is letting us manage them. As stewards
of God’s money, are you giving in a way that enables our church to do the outreach that He demands of us? I
am confident that each of you will prayerfully consider your financial giving. If you have not been giving, now
is the time to start! If you are giving, please consider an increase that meets the abundance of your blessings.
The church has bills to pay; however, our calling is not only what we do inside these four walls but
what we do for those outside of our building. This year, F.C.C. has done many great things in and for our community and our world. Our Mission of the Month effort has generated thousands of dollars of good to many
local and worldwide organizations. Our Foster’s Closet is up and running and serving a group of people in our
county whose needs are often not met by governing organizations. Pastor Alecia has obtained a matching grant
(up to $30,000) that has the potential of making yet another huge impact on our community. I am asking you to
help us continue to do more outreach and keep this ball rolling!
Our Stewardship Campaign begins on October 28th and ends on Consecration Day, November 11th. On Consecration Sunday, we will have a holiday meal that is provided by the church and I hope each one of you will attend for great food and fellowship. Also, on this day, we will walk our pledge cards to the communion table as
a gift and commitment to our church and to God. Pledge cards may also be mailed in to the church.
As we consider how we will impact the needs of our community and the world, please consider what YOU are
called to do and how you will step up to make a difference!

Blessings,
Todd Eversole
Stewardship Committee Chairperson
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November 4-11-18-25
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
November 11, Consecration Day Worship and Thanksgiving Luncheon. Join us!
Youth Group meets from 7-8:30 pm, downstairs in Youth Room
November 14, Long Range Planning Committee Meeting
November 18, Elder’s Meeting
November 22, Thanksgiving Day
November 25, Eversong is our musical guest in Worship service. Children and Youth play
practice starts during Worship and Wonder time
November 28, Heritage House Communion service

Power Point Schedule
November 11, Carter
November 18, Corbin
November 25, TBA

“A single grateful thought toward
heaven is the most
complete prayer.”
—Gotthold Lessing

Sunday School Schedule
Grades K-3
November 11—Tami
November 18—Tracey
November 25—Buck
Grades 4-6
November 11—Sherry
November 18—Claudia
November 25—Jennifer
Grades 7-12
Pam Davidson

Communion Prep and Clean Up
November-Jim and Tracey Bell
December-Pam and John Davidson
January 2019-Sherry and Don Denney

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since
as members of one body you were called to peace.
And be thankful. Colossians 3:15

Prayer Concerns:
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Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, David Williams, Jim Bell and Family, Eleanor Painter, Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley, Wanda West, Chris and Debbie Fischer,
Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Wanda Kissick, Ellen Walker, Beverly Neal,
The Family of Austin Douglas, The Family of Jay Clapp, The Hubert Madden Family,
Sharon Smith, Sheila Jackson (in hospital as this is written), Bill McKnight, Billie Jo
Smith, The Family of Gene Lacy, Craig Bailey, Mary Beth VanArsdol
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris
Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet
Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty
Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Jane Comer

Thank You Notes:
Dear First Christian Family,
Thank you for the gift certificate for Pastor Appreciation. We plan to take Courtney and Jacob for a
“date night” with us to see the symphony and Star
Wars-this will provide the perfect meal.
With Love, Pastor Alecia

A Question to Ponder
God sends us out as messengers with his good
news. Who has brought that news to me? Who
needs me to carry that news to them?

Nov Elder Serving Schedule
Nov 11-Cup-Amy
Nov 18-Cup-Buck
Nov 25-Cup-Vikkie

Bread-Jan
Bread-Vikkie
Bread-Buck

Car Show Report
Claudia Jackson reported the following
to the General Board on 11/4/2018:
At the October 27th car show, the Evangelism Team served a breakfast of biscuits and gravy and then for lunch
served hot dogs, coney dogs and sloppy
joes. The team also had a bake sale
with items donated by members of the
Congregation. The food concessions
generated $454 and the church’s proceeds from the car show were $460 for
a total of $914. This money will be
used to help fund the 20 Christmas baskets and also fruit and candy gifts for
our shut-ins. Claudia would like to
thank Tracey Bell, Julie and Gene Bundy, Buck Quigley, Don and Sherry
Denney and Brian Jackson for their
help in setting up, serving and cleaning
up. Also, all members who contributed
to the bake sale and those who came to
support this event by buying concessions and/or purchasing bake sale
items. It was a very successful day.
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Stewardship is a key spiritual practice that impacts every area of our living faithfully in response to the
generosity of God. Understanding this discipline as it relates to caring for creation,
observing
Sabbath,
Eliza
Madden
tending to the care for ourselves, sharing the good news of the gospel, and managing our resources is
one pathway to individual transformation..."
– Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President, Christian Church, Disciples of Christ

The Stewardship Step Up Chart
The chart below serves as a guide for all of us. Please prayerfully consider where you are on
your stewardship journey then find where you are on the chart, and challenge yourself: This
year, can I move up to the next step, giving the church the ability to reach out more in our community, support more people who are in need, spread the Good News and love of God in more
ways?

Sumer Robinson

Holiday Hospitality
Beth Lewis, CEO of 1517 Media, blogged about a favorite holiday tradition: inviting over
people who’d otherwise be alone. Her grandchildren prepared hand-made place cards,
wrapped small gifts for the guests and helped cook the meal.
Then one year, Thanksgiving happened to coincide with a cross-country move for Grandma
and Grandpa. Chaos and stress almost buried the tradition — until Lewis’s 9-year-old granddaughter asked
nonchalantly, “Who’s joining us for dinner this year?”
Lewis writes: “In the busyness of moving, it hadn’t even occurred
to me.Gross
But, for
her,Haley
it is simply
Jacob
and
Dunnwhat
signour
the atfamily does!” So they extended some invitations, ate on paper plates
among
moving
boxes
and
had
a joyous
tendance chart during Worship
and
time. Lewis was proud of her granddaughter for the reminder thatWonder
hospitality
is a Buck
value worth
practicing
time.
Quigley
servedand
as
modeling — and even turning into a holiday tradition!

Storyteller
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Trunk or Treat 2018
An estimated 1,000 people passed through
the doors of our building on a rainy Halloween evening. Over 750 people enjoyed a
simple meal of grilled hot dogs, chips and
drinks. Hot chocolate was popular due to the
chill in the night air. Claudia Jackson, chairperson of the Evangelism Team sends out a
big thank you to everyone that helped or sent
a donation. This event is a wonderful tradition and our church is well-known for hosting it each year. The community is always
very appreciative!

Top Left: Gene Bundy worked very hard
all evening dishing out hot dogs!
Middle: Pirate Allison Madison greets
Trick or Treaters as they come down the
main hall.
Bottom Left: Haley Dunn samples some
of her candy while getting her chips.
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Mitten Tree Project
Chairperson of the Mitten Tree project,
Elaine Hinton, invites you to help fill the
Mitten Tree! The tree is located in the Library area. Hang scarves, hats, gloves/
mittens and new socks on the tree. Elaine
will take the donations to the Christian Love
Center for distribution to those needing
something to keep them warm this winter!
Thanks in advance for your help!

To the Right: It’s time for us
to start collecting Christmas
Basket Project donations!
Our basket packing day is
Sunday, December 16th and
distribution day is Monday,
December 17th. Items needed
are non-perishable foods like
canned fruit, canned meat,
soup, hygiene items like
toothpaste and toilet paper.
Monetary donations to pay
for perishable items like
ground beef. Thank you!

Thanksgiving is a time to share.
A roasted turkey stuffed with care,
potatoes, yams and buttered rolls
are passed around in festive bowls.
But first we thank our God above
and share with others his great love.
The dish served last is always best —
a slice of pie for every guest.
—MaryAnn Sundby

to the collection
Bring your donations
netary donabin in the Narthex. Mo
in the offering
tions can be placed
e church.
plate or mailed to th
Thank you!
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Advent Activities!
Please mark these dates on your calendar.
We don’t want you to miss anything!

November 11: Youth group meets from 7:00-8:30 pm
November 25: Children practice Christmas program during Worship and Wonder time. Christmas program
will be directed by Russ Gross. No evening youth group
November 28: Heritage House Communion Service at 10:30 am, Messy Church at 6:00 pm, downstairs
Dec. 2: First Sunday of Advent. Hanging of the Greens during Worship Service. Board meeting and Annual
Meeting of the Congregation after Worship service. Children practice Christmas program during Worship and
Wonder time. Communion Service at The Waters, 3:00 pm
December 6: Women’s Coffee Talk at 6:00 pm
Dec. 9: Second Sunday of Advent. Christmas Caroling right after Worship Service. Children’s Christmas program practice during Worship and Wonder time. Blues Christmas at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary
December 12: Youth Group Bowling Party, 5:30 pm, Rose Bowl, No money needed
Dec. 16: Third Sunday of Advent. Christmas Basket Packing, after Worship service. Children’s Christmas
program practice during Worship and Wonder time.
December 17: Christmas Basket Distribution, 4:30 to 6:00 pm. Volunteers needed.
Dec. 20: Longest Night Service at 6:00 pm for those struggling with grief during the holiday season
Dec. 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent. Christmas Breakfast in the Fellowship Lounge beginning at 8:15 am. and
running until 9:45 am. Children’s Christmas Program during Worship Service. Children will dress and practice during the Sunday school hour.
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight, 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 6: Star Sunday during Worship service and Epiphany Community Bonfire here at FCC, 5:30 p.m. Hot
chocolate and snacks provided
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Beginning on Dec. 2, Pastor Alecia will lead a Sunday School
class based on Adam Hamilton's book "Faithful: Christmas
Through the Eyes of Joseph." If others would like to form
small groups for book discussion, now is the time to check
your calendars.
This book study will explore how sometimes Joseph's place
in the Nativity story is overlooked. As the earthly father of
Jesus, Joseph played an important role. His life contains valuable lessons for all of us. His courageous actions were crucial
to the birth of Christ and God's salvation plan for humanity.
Pastor Alecia's class will meet Sunday mornings at 9. Let her
know if you would like to lead another group - books and
materials are available now.

Foster Closet News
Our Foster Closet ministry is up and running serving families taking care of children other than their own. The closet is
located in the former youth room at the
bottom of the south staircase (the door to
the left).
The closet contains clothing for all ages
and items needed to care for children
such as baby beds, strollers and toys.
Recently, Pastor Alecia posted this thank
you note in our Facebook group from a
recipient of items from the closet.
"Just wanted to let U know that those
pj's and slippers fit (little boy) perfect
and he was so proud. I gave him a
bath and helped him put them on and
he was so happy he came up to me
hugged me and said thank U! So
sweet! He loved the dump truck too!
He said " Is that for me?" when I
wiped it off and handed it to him. I'm
still doing his laundry and everyone is
asleep. Feeling so blessed! Thank U

Sunday, November 11 but observed on Monday, November 12
A Prayer for our Veterans

Almighty God, You know every veteran by name. You
know their deeds, their hard work, and their perseverance. You know their needs, both material and
spiritual. Please draw each one closer to you and
grant them all the peace that passes understanding
(Philippians 4:7), the peace of Christ to rule in their
hearts (Colossians 3:15), and ‘joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at your right hand’ forevermore (Psalm 16:11).” Amen.
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Messy ChurCh
During November, we are going to ramp up our efforts to encourage participation in Messy Church so we
thought we would refresh everyone's memory on what this program is all about.
On the fourth Wednesday of each month, First Christian hosts a simple meal and worship experience for
elementary children and their families from 6 to 7:30 p.m. We call this "Messy Church."
Messy Church is a form of church for children and adults that involves creativity, celebration and hospitality. Creativity is about reflecting who God is as creator of new things. Celebration is about the joy of being a
child of God and a member of a marvelous body we call the church. Hospitality is all about welcome and
food and grace and giving. It usually looks something like this: welcome, craft time, Bible lesson and song
time, and a meal.
We intentionally host Messy Church in the evening in the hopes that people who don't already belong to a
church can join us. This form of discipleship blends a mixture of formal learning, informal learning and social learning.
The Messy Church movement began in 2004 in the Anglican church of St Wilfrid's in Cowplain, Hampshire in England. There are now thousands of congregations from all different denominations using this
style of youth led, worship.
If you would like to experience Messy Church first hand, join us in the Great Hall at 6 p.m. on Nov. 28. Our
theme for the evening is "Waiting".

Left: Russ Gross,
William Allen and
Tucker Feltz carve
pumpkins during
October’s Messy
Church evening.
Right: Jacob Gross
just might have
taken a bite out of
his pumpkin!

10

Christian band, Eversong,
will join us for
Special Music during the
10 am Worship Hour on
Sunday, November 25, 2018.
Join us and please make sure
to invite your friends too!
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