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Overflowing 
 

We know the true but overused axiom, “All good things come from God.” But let’s not forget that those 

good things include . . .us! Psalm 104:28 says that God opens his hands and we are filled with good things, 

including the experiences, memories, and influences that have made us into the “good things” God created 

us to be.  
 

During the next few weeks, we will reflect on all the things that have shaped us into the givers we are to-

day (and that have kept us from being better givers than we are today!) 

 

As we spend time remembering our past and naming our present, look for God’s fingerprints. Each epipha-

ny, gentle nudge, and transformational moment came about because God opened his hand and you were 

filled with good things. How have you learned to be God’s open hand to others? 
 

We can learn a great deal about ourselves and our motivations by looking back at our lives and investigat-

ing how we have come to be the people we are today. 
 

In other words, we can reflect on our own autobiographies to understand ourselves as generous people. In 

creating a generosity autobiography, the first question to ask is, “What is your earliest family memory of 

generosity?  
 

I have distinct memories as an elementary student of walking door to door, year after year, to collect for 

“Jerry’s Kids” a fundraiser spurred by Jerry Lewis to fight muscular dystrophy. My aunt struggled with this 

disease, and it ended her life before I turned 10. I remember the passion and persistence I had in trying to 

top my previous year’s goal. I did this in part due to a personal connection. 
 

So now it is your turn. 
 

What is your earliest memory of generosity? 

 

What are some of the practices of faith and giving that you remember from your childhood? 

 

From whom did you learn how to be generous? How did they teach you this? 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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October 7-14-21-28 

9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

October 4: 6:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Top Hat on Broad Street  
 

October 7: World Communion Sunday and Board Meeting immediately  

following Worship Service 
 

October 12 and 13: Wedding Rehearsal and Wedding at the church 
 

October 14 and 21: Youth Group Meets from 7-8:30 pm 
 

October 17: Long Range Planning Committee, 6:30 pm 
 

October 21: Bread for the World Sunday during Worship service 
 

October 24: Neighborhood Luncheon, 11-2 pm 
 

October 24: Messy Church for Children, 6 –7:30 pm, grades K-5 
 

October 27: Car Show with Concessions and Bake Sale (inside). Car Show in parking lot 
 

October 31: Trunk or Treat, in our parking lot. 5:30-7 pm 

 

 

 

Sunday School Schedule 

 

Class K-3 Grade 

Sunday, Oct 7—Tami  

Sunday, Oct 14—Elaine 

Sunday, Oct 21—Buck 

Sunday, Oct 28—Jennifer 

 

Class 4-6th Grade 

Sunday, Oct 7—Tracey  

Sunday, Oct 14—Sherry 

Sunday, Oct 21—Claudia 

Sunday, Oct 28—Tracey 

 

 

 

Communion Prep and Clean Up 

October-Need Volunteer 

November-Need Volunteer 

December-John and Pam Davidson 

January 2019-Don and Sherry Denney 

Power Point Schedule 
Oct 7, Corbin Mdden 

Oct 14, Russ Gross 

Oct 21, Logan Nash 

Oct 28, Isaac Madden 
 



 3 Prayer Concerns: Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, David Williams, Jim Bell and 

Family, Eleanor Painter, Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley, Wanda West, Chris and Debbie 

Fischer, Nic Simmons, Phoenix Cross, Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Mike Maze, 

Wanda Kissick, Hubert and Tammy Madden and Family, Ellen Walker, Beverly Neal, Bill Up-

church, Steve Duran 
 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris Canaday, 

Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff 

VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, 

Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Jane Comer 

 

 

Please help us keep our prayer list up to date. Due to space limitations, there are times we 

must remove names from our list. If the person is still in need of prayer, please inform the 

church office and their name will be added.  
 

Oct Elder Serving Schedule 
  Oct 7-Cup-Todd  Bread-Tami 

  Oct 14-Cup-Tracey          Bread-Claudia 

  Oct 21-Cup-Claudia Bread-Tracey 

  Oct 28-Cup-Tami Bread-Todd 

     

Little word, big difference 

 

God says to give thanks in every-

thing. That doesn’t mean you need to 

give thanks for everything. You don’t 

need to give thanks for that bad day. 

Or for that bad relationship. Or being 

passed over at work. Financial hard-

ship. Whatever it is — you are not to 

give thanks for the difficulties but ra-

ther in the difficulties.  

 

That is a very important distinction, 

and one I think we often miss. Giving 

thanks in everything shows a heart of 

faith that God is bigger than the diffi-

culties and that he can use them, if 

you approach him with the right heart 

and spirit, for your good and his glo-

ry.  

 

—Tony Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Communion Sunday 

October 7 
 

In 1936, a group of pastors launched World-

Wide Communion Day. Amid the Great Depres-

sion, they were looking for a way to meet peo-

ple’s spiritual needs and unite Christians in their 

dedication to Christ.  

 

The observance, now known as World Com-

munion Sunday, is held on the first Sunday of 

October. For eight decades, it has served as a 

reminder that Christians around the globe share 

the same meal in remembrance of Jesus. On 

Sunday, October 7th, worshippers at First Chris-

tian Church will join with Christians around the 

world to observe this global communion service.  

Please invite your friends to church on this spe-

cial day of Christian unity. 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

Simple Ways to Give 
 

One of the simplest ways to leave a gift to First Christian Church is to use the beneficiary desig-

nation on savings and retirement accounts, as well as life insurance policies. These can be done 

with no cost, and typically only require us to sign a new beneficiary designation form. 

 

Retirement assets and similar accounts are called Income in Respect of a Decedent (IRD) assets. 

This is taxable income that’s earned during life but not received before death, so it is never in-

cluded in an income tax return. This may be assets in Individual Retirement Accounts or 403 (B) 

plans, accrued interest on Certificates of Deposit and savings bonds, nonqualified stock options, 

deferred payments of capital gains, or other income that is earned but not acquired.  

 

Naming the church as the beneficiary of these gives the estate and heirs the best tax benefits, 

since it avoids both income and estate taxes. 

 

Life insurance that is no longer needed also can be an excellent gift, too. Naming the church as a 

primary or contingent beneficiary of an existing or new life insurance policy will result in a fed-

eral estate tax deduction for the full amount of the proceeds payable to the church regardless of 

policy size.  

 

Because individual situations vary, be sure to consult your financial and tax advisors.  Please 

contact the church office at 765-529-2403 to further discuss gifts to First Christian Church.  

 

Self-care for the sake of others 
 

In light of Matthew 22:39, where Jesus says we 

should love our neighbors as ourselves, Rozella 

Haydée White writes: “I believe that we are 

called to love ourselves so that we can love our 

neighbor. I believe that loving God leads to lov-

ing self. When we love self, we practice how we 

are called to love others. Then when we love 

others, we love the incarnate God. And this cy-

cle continues, leading us deeper into love with 

the One who is love.”  
 

Unfortunately, many Christians have been 

taught that loving oneself is, well, selfish. But 

White understands self-care not as being self-

serving but as recognizing oneself as a holy, 

beloved dwelling place for God.  
 

She asks, “What if God has been inviting you 

not just to rest but to remember that you are first 

called to love God and love yourself? What if 

living out the commandments in that order gives 

you boundless energy to love others?” 

What is Amazon Smile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and 

automatic way for you to sup-

port First Christian Church eve-

ry time you shop, at no cost to 

you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 

you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 

selection and convenient shopping experi-

ence as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 

that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to First Christian Church, 

New Castle, Indiana! simply go 

to smile.amazon.com from the web browser 

on your computer or mobile device to make 

a difference today!  

Psalm 107:37-38 

37 They sowed fields and planted vine-

yards that yielded a fruitful harvest; 38 he 

blessed them, and their numbers greatly 

increased, and he did not let their herds 

diminish. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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October Mission of the Month is 

Bread for the World 

 
Bread for the World is a collective 
Christian voice urging our nation’s de-
cisions makers to end hunger at home 

and abroad. Moved by God’s grace in Jesus Christ, they advocate for a world 
without hunger. Bread’s goal is to help end hunger by 2030. Each October Sun-
day during the Worship service, our Mission Ambassador, Jan Lindsey, will 
highlight ways you can help end world hunger. Please read the list below for 
ways you can help. 
 

1.  Visit www.bread.org for detailed information about the Bread for the 

World organization. Educate yourself by reading the articles on the website 
such as What is Hunger?, What is Food Insecurity?, What is Malnutrition? 
 

2.  Commit to Pray to End Hunger 
 
Excerpt from bread.org: we believe it is possible to end hunger. But not without God. 
When we pray, God listens. Jesus teaches us to pray, "Give us this day our daily 
bread" for ourselves and others. Luke 18 describes a widow persistently seeking jus-
tice from an unfair judge. Christ explains, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And 
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night?" Will you 
join us in this movement to pray faithfully for an end to hunger and poverty? Whenever 
you pray “give us this day our daily bread,” you can include people who are hungry in 
our country and around the world. Yes, I commit to praying for an end to hunger. 
We pray for: 
 
Children in the U.S. and around the world whose families suffer from food insecurity, 
especially during the summer, when school meals are not provided 
 
Parents struggling to make ends meet, that they would find a steady and sufficient 
source of income to provide food for their families, 
 
The Church, that we would be the hands and feet of Jesus in our respective neighbor-
hoods to those suffering food insecurity 
 
Our nation's leaders, that they would value summer nutrition programs and consider 
them a priority in their agenda 
 

3.  Join us in church for Bread for the World Sunday on 
October 21st 
 
 

When you give a banquet, invite the poor. Luke 14:13 
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 Don’t miss our car show! 
Saturday, October 27 2018 

Registration 9 am until 11 am 

 

Come Early, there will be 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH FOOD 

Fabulous Bake Sale! 

Great Cars! 

Prize Raffle! 
 

The Evangelism Team is in charge of the 

food concession and bake sale. Proceeds 

from concessions support the  

Christmas Basket Project  

Talk to Claudia Jackson to help! 

Hosted by the  

“Old Farts 

Car Club” 

4th Annual 

 

Top Left: Julie Bundy, Claudia 

Jackson and Alberta Hughes work 

the ticket table at the fish fry. 

 

Top Right: Gene Bundy replenish-

es the fish supply. 

 

Bottom Left: Rev. Alecia Gross 

teaches our children during the 

Children’s Moment.  
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(Overflowing continued from Page 1) 
 

When have you been on the receiving end of someone’s generosity? What effect did that have 

on you? 
 

When have you exercised generosity toward someone? What effect did that have on you? 
 

What criteria or values inform your decision-making about being generous? Why do you 

choose at times not to be generous? 
 

Let us pray – God of all good things, we thank you for opening your mouth and speaking this 

world and us into creation. We thank you for opening your hands and filling us with good 

things. May we be open to learning about how we can share our overflowing abundance with 

others.  

Thanks much for the wonderful fish dinner.  

Norma Doyle  

Dear FCC New Castle,  

Thank you for the Bible. I love the color and I’ve been 

highlighting passages that people have told me after 

graduation. Thank you for the role you have played in 

my life. I hold you all in my heart as I head to Earlham. 

With love,  

Allison Nash 

Once again, the Back to School Backpack and Supplies Giveaway was a success. We 

would like to thank each individual and each organization that donated money and 

supplies, or gave of their time to help. Your generosity is very much appreciated, Our 

community comes together each year to make this possible, With your help, we were 

able to assist 727 students with backpacks and/or supplies. Thank you for being our 

partner in making this happen every year. 

 

The recipients were very thankful for the help that they received. No matter what the 

families were experiencing, they can rest assured that their children have the necessary 

supplies to return to school. 

 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 

world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.” Margaret Mead 

 

I am proud to be a member of our Henry County community. Our community is full of 

compassionate and caring people. We look forward to partnering with you next year. 

 

Thank you, Abbie Coatie, Christian Love Help Center 
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Fish Fry Results 
Co-Chairs Gene and Julie Bundy are happy to announce the results of our fish fry fundraiser held on Thurs., Sept 13 th.  

 

 

Income from Ticket Sales, Recipe Exchange Meal Fundraiser and Cash Donations 

$4723.16 

 

Expenses (includes check to Dan’s Fish fry for food, etc. and all supplies such as bought sides and plates) 

$2846.22 

 

Profit 

$1876.94 
 

We are GRATEFUL to our congregation for hosting this wonderful fund raising event. As you 

know, this event is more than a fundraiser. This is another way for us to practice extravagant hospi-

tality-the kind we are called to practice. This event brings our community together for an evening 

that is filled with the spirit of love. People tell us that they look forward to reconnecting each year 

with family and friends that they only see at the fish fry. We know that we can be the hands and feet 

of Christ at a fish fry!  
 

We are GRATEFUL to Julie and Gene Bundy for agreeing to chair this fundraising effort. Many 

details go into to planning an event of this nature and we cannot thank them enough for having the 

courage and strength to take it on! Thank them in person when you see them!  

 

Our next Dan’s Fish Fry is Thursday, September 12, 2019! Mark Your Calendar! 

First Christian to Host Neighborhood Luncheon 

Wednesday, October 24 from 11 am until 2 pm 

The luncheon is Open House Style 
 

We want to meet our neighbors! 
 

Join us as we host our first annual neighborhood luncheon on 
Wednesday, October 24

th
.  

 

Congregation Members, Area Residents and Business Neighbors are 
invited to join us for a wonderful soup, salad and dessert luncheon. 

We will have guest speakers and Pastor Alecia will talk with 
attendees about the Center for Congregations grant.  

 

People can come and go as their schedule dictates.  
There is no charge—-this is a free lunch! 

 

We need your help to make our event a success! 
More information will be passed out soon and we hope you will help 

us invite people to this event.  Talk with Sherry to help! 
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It’s Time to Fill the Candy Bin in the Narthex! 

Trunk or Treat is Wednesday, Oct 31 
 

Here at FCC, fall means Trunk or Treat!   

It is time to gear up for our annual community outreach project. We are known in the New 

Castle community for being the church that has a meal on Trick or Treat night. We serve hot 

dogs, chips and drinks to 700 people plus we pass out candy!. 

We need your help to make this event a success and we guarantee that you will have some 

serious fun while you’re serving! 

 

Items Needed: 

Candy Donations, wrapped candy, please. 

Volunteer Trunks set up to pass out candy. Don’t worry, we supplement the candy you bring 

with donated candy so that the effort is financially affordable. You can also pass out items 

like pencils, stickers, etc. You can choose to give mini bags of pretzels, etc. as well. The food 

items must be store bought and individually wrapped. You can decorate your trunk or bring a 

small table and lawn chairs. 

Hot Dog Grillers 

Drink Servers 

Set up and Clean Up Help 

Money to purchase food supplies and candy 

 

Can you help? See Claudia Jackson, Chairperson of the Evangelism Team, PLEASE! 
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2000 Bundy Avenue 
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