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Reverent Reflections by Rev. Alecia Gross 
 

Who do we love? 

LOVE. It is a word we often casually toss around. We love our new 

car. We love Reece’s Peanut Butter Cups. We even love the new Mary 

Poppins movie. But really, who do we love? 

Love is mentioned in the Bible at least 300 times. The number depends 

on the translation used. In the King James Version, love is mentioned 

310 times, 131 times in the Old Testament and 179 times in the New 

Testament. In the New International Version, it is mentioned 551 times 

— 319 times in the Old Testament and 232 times in the New Testa-

ment. There are 538 instances of the word "love" in the New Revised 

Standard Version, 317 in the Old Testament and 221 in the New Testa-

ment. I personally find it fascinating that the more “modern” translations seem to find love more 

and more often in scripture. 

For First Christian Church in New Castle, our word for 2019 is going to be LOVE.  

Love for ourselves – our mind, body and spirit;  

Love for our Earth and its creation 

Love for our neighbors and our community 

Love for our elders, and love for our children 

Love for our enemies, love for the “least of these”. 

We are told in Mark 12: 29-31 that “The most important (commandment),” answered Jesus, “is 

this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”  

Continued on page 8 
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January 2019 Calendar 

January 6-13-20-27 

Sunday School/Coffee Hour, 9 am 

Worship Service, 10 am 

****************************************************************************************************** 

January 10, Women’s Coffee Talk, Park Restaurant, 6:00-7:00 pm 

January 13, Special LOVE art class during Worship and Wonder time,  

our Scripture verse will be 1 John 4:11 

January 20, Installation of Board Officers, Team Chairpersons and Elders 

during the Worship Service 

January 20, Elder’s Meeting after Worship Service 

January 23, Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am 

**************************************************************** 

Thank You Notes 
Dear Congregation,  
On behalf of my family, I send a sincere thank you for the many kindnesses shown to 
us during my Mother’s final days and her funeral. Thank you to Pastor Alecia for her 
loving concern and heartfelt words of comfort. Thank you to Julie and Gene Bundy for 
organizing the funeral meal. We appreciate everyone that donated food and helped to 
serve and clean up. What a blessing it is to be part of such a wonderful church family. 
It was such a comfort to have all of you by my side during this tough time. We cannot 
thank you enough. 
In Christ’s Love,   
Sherry Denney 
 
Thank you to all FCC members for the boxes of fruit, the dinners and so many nice 
things. Thank you again and also to Pastor Alecia. Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to you all—Betty Yergin 
 
Dear Members of First Christian Church, on behalf of Westminster Community Center, 
I want to thank you for reaching out and providing 15 families with food baskets. We 
appreciate so much your partnership with us this Christmas season. Will you please 
communicate to all involved how much their donations mean to us and the families we 
serve! 
Serving Together, Jeff Kundert, Executive Director 
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More Thank You Notes! 
 

I just wanted to say thank you for all the cards you have sent me and the prayers for 
me. I am almost completely homebound now and only go out for doctor’s appointments. 
Wishing all of you a blessed holiday-Patricia Sibert 
 
Thanks a million for the lovely lunch-much appreciated.—Norma Doyle 
 
We want to thank all of you for the food basket. We appreciate it more than we can ex-
press. God Bless—Kim Goad and Family 
 
To All at FCC,  
Thank you so much for remembering me with a gift at Christmas! It is such a joy to work 
here at 2000 Bundy Avenue. I am blessed to serve the Lord alongside this wonderful 
congregation.  Thank you again!  Peace and love to you all, Sherry Denney 
 
Dear First Christian Church,  
Thank you so much for the fruit and candy box. It is much appreciated.  
Love and Blessings—-LaVaughn Douglas 
 
Dear FCC,  
Thank you for the goodie box and the Christmas cards. I am enjoying the goodies very 
much—Sincerely, Kathryn DeVaughn 
 
FCC-The courtesy dinner team at First Baptist Church can’t thank your volunteers 
enough for helping with Barry Keith’s funeral dinner. The desserts were popular and we 
had lots of favorable comments on the green beans. It’s very special to be able to work 
together for such a wonderful family. God bless you all.  
 
First Christian Church,  
Thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a time when it was deeply appreciated. 
Thank you for the beautiful roses—the Bill McKnight family.  
 
Dear First Christian Church,  
Thank you so much for the beautiful sympathy cards and the beautiful white rose.  
Love and Blessings,  
LaVaughn and Dee Ann and the Family of Austin Douglas 
 
Thank you very much for the donation of $200 to the Henry County Pregnancy Care 
Center. It is because of people like you who support this ministry that we are able to 
reach out to many in need. God Bless each one. 
In His Service-Janet Modjeski 
 
Dear FCC Family,  
Russ and I greatly appreciate your thoughtful gift this Christmas. Our family was able to 
journey on a pirate ship thanks to your generosity! Many thanks for the precious memo-
ries. Pastor Alecia and family 
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YEAR OF LOVE: Evangelism Team Sponsors January  

Towel and Wash Cloth Drive for the Christian Love Center  

 
Evangelism Team Chair, Claudia Jackson, announced that the Evangelism team 

is now collecting new and very gently-used towels and washcloths for the 

Christian Love Center’s shelter house. Families in crisis stay in the house for 

short periods of time. When they leave the house, they often take the towels and 

wash cloths used during their stay with them to their new lodgings. This prac-

tice means that replacements are needed on a frequent basis.  This is the fifth 

year for this project and the team hopes to have a successful collection. There 

will be a collection bin in the Narthex. 

Governor Davis 

Mitten tree report: Thank you to Elaine Hinton for spearheading the Mitten 

Tree donation project! Elaine recently made a trip to the Salvation Army build-

ing here in New Castle to give them over 100 pairs of gloves, scarves, hats and 

socks to keep  hands and feet warm and cozy this winter. Elaine would like to 

thank all of you for donating to this effort!  

Christmas Eve candlelight service  

and other activities 
 

Our Christmas Eve candlelight service was well attend-

ed and those present were able to experience a Journey 

to Bethlehem through readings, music and a live Nativi-

ty.  
 

The part of baby Jesus was beautifully played by Beau 

Thomas Barnett, infant son of Jennifer and Kevin Bar-

nett. Mary and Joseph were played by Allison Nash and 

Logan Nash respectively. The children in the audience 

completed the tableau by portraying shepherds, wise 

men and angels.  
 

Blues Christmas was held December 9th and it was a 

very enjoyable evening of music. Concert-goers 

brought food items for our Christmas Basket project in 

lieu of an admission fee. 
 

On December 23rd, a hearty Christmas breakfast was served during the Coffee 

Hour.  

Allison 

Nash 

Beau Barnett 
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With Deepest Sympathy 
William Arthur McKnight age 84, passed away on Monday, November 26, 2018 at Hancock Re-

gional Hospital Greenfield, Indiana. He was born July 22, 1934 in New Castle, a son of the late 

William Arthur McKnight and Leona McKnight. Bill was a New Castle resident all of his life and a 

1952 graduate of New Castle High School. He was retired from the United States Postal Service 

after 42 years of service. Bill was active in many civic and social organizations including here at 

First Christian Church where he had served as a Deacon. He was a member of the BYKOTA Sun-

day school class,  

 

Left to cherish his loving memory include: his wife, Melba McLane McKnight,; his children, Sa-

bra McKnight Bell and her husband, Jack of New Castle, Arthur Charles McKnight and his wife, 

Beth of also of New Castle, Rick Gann and wife Virginia Dickerson of Indianapolis; many grand-

children and cousins. Bill’s funeral service was held here at First Christian Church on Friday, No-

vember 30th with Rev. Alecia Gross officiating. A funeral meal was served to the family by the 

Congregation following the funeral service.   
 

 

Violet Ruth Wells, 91, of New Castle, went home to be with the Lord on Tuesday, November 27, 

2018. Violet loved her Tennessee roots and shared her memories often. Violet was a prolific flower 

gardener and had an extraordinary green thumb. She was a bright light in this world and had a great 

zest for life. She was very involved in her community and was known for her positive attitude.  

Those left to cherish her memory include her four children, Jimmi (Chuck) Berkey of North 

Vernon, Mike (Amy) Wells of Selma, Steve (Robin Thornburg) Wells of Mooreland and Sherry 

(Don) Denney of New Castle; five grandchildren, Chris Wells, Amanda Bryant, Ryan Berkey, Am-

ber Santee and Jessika Feltz; two sisters, Helen Stone and Glenda Baker both of Tennessee along 

with many great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and cousins. Violet was preceded in death by her 

husband, James Harry Wells, Jr.; parents, Howard and Gradie Long; brothers, Brice Long, Ronald 

Long and James Long; one sister, Martha Long and two daughters-in-law, Lynn D. Wells and Julia 

A. Wells. Funeral services were held at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 2, 2018 at First Christian 

Church, with Rev. Alecia Gross officiating. A lovely funeral dinner was served to the family by the 

Congregation following the service. 

 

Barry E. Keith, age 63, of New Castle, went home to be with God December 8th, 2018. 

A life-long resident of New Castle, Barry graduated from New Castle Chrysler High School in 1973 

and furthered his education by attending college at Indiana University, graduating in 1977. Barry 

retired from the New Castle Fire Department after 27 years of service.   

Barry was a dedicated volunteer here at First Christian Church and his love for his church family 

and our building shone brightly. He faithfully walked the grounds picking up trash and debris. Each 

spring he tended to our flowers and watered them all summer long by carrying jugs of water since 

there was no hose available. Anytime FCC held a community outreach event, Barry was there to 

serve the Lord. Barry will be dearly missed by our congregation. Pastor Alecia officiated at the fu-

neral which was held at First Baptist Church, New Castle.  

 

1 Corinthians 16:14.  
 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 

bearing with one another in love. 
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Eliza Madden 

Prayer Concerns: 

 

The Family of Barry Keith, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, David Williams, Jim Bell and 
Family, Eleanor Painter, Dennis Calvino, Wanda West, Chris and Debbie Fischer, Kelly Cronk, Mel 
and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Wanda Kissick, Ellen Walker, Beverly Neal, Sharon Smith, The Family of 
Bill McKnight, Billie Jo Smith, Craig Bailey, Mary Beth VanArsdol, Ron Dunn, Robbie Dunn, Daniel 
Cox, Bobby and Virginia Howard, Melissa Reidhead, The Family of Violet Wells, Aury Mansfield, 
Linda Masters, Steve Duran, Mike Wyatt, Claude and Elaine Hinton, Jan Lindsey, Jaxon Taylor, 
Sherry Rigney, The Sloan and Denny Family in Albany, KY 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris Canaday, 
Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, 
Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, 
Carol Inman, Jane Comer 

Got love? 

 

Love asks nothing in return but 

seeks those who need it. And who 

needs our love more than those 

who are consumed with hatred 

and are utterly devoid of love?  

 

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

  

Epiphany Bonfire, 

January 6, 2019 
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Thanks to the generos-

ity of FCC’s congrega-

tion, twenty-one fami-

lies in need had a 

brighter 2018 Christ-

mas season. Christmas 

food baskets were dis-

tributed on December 

17th. Each basket con-

tained Christmas din-

ner (a ham, corn, green 

beans, mashed pota-

toes, stuffing mix, corn 

muffin mix and a cake 

mix with frosting) and 

food for three days. 

Besides the Christmas 

dinner items, each basket contained a dozen eggs, two loaves of 

bread, cheese, soup, fruit, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, dry beans, 

flour, sugar, cereal, a pound of smoked sausage, a gallon of milk, a 

pound of margarine, boxed dinner mix, ground beef, Christmas 

candy, peanut butter, canned vegetables and other food items. Do-

nors also contributed toilet paper, toothpaste, dishwashing liquid 

and hygiene items for the families. Volunteers also created and de-

livered approximately 25 beautiful fruit and candy baskets to 

FCC’s shut-in members. The Evangelism Team fundraises through-

out the year for this outreach project; the team sells soft drinks year

-round out of the Fellowship Lounge kitchenette refrigerator and 

runs a food concession at the fall car show. The team is also very 

grateful to each person that dropped a check in the offering 

plate or sent a check in the mail. Your donations make this out-

reach possible. Thank you to Todd Eversole of Ace Hardware 

for donating the hams and the packing bags!  

CHRISTMAS BASKET PROJECT REPORT 

 

Melanie Renner and 

Vikkie Witham pack 

shut-in baskets with love 



 8 Reverent Reflections continued from page 1: 

If loving God and loving others are our greatest goals in this Christian journey, how can we live 

out these ideals? What ideas do YOU have to demonstrate love during the coming year? 

Think about it, pray about it, study scripture, discuss it with your family – and then share with us 

how you envision FCC extending love in ever widening circles. I can’t wait to hear what you 

come up with!  

 

Happy Faces of Some of Our Young People! 



 
2018 Board Officers 

Board Chair:  Buck Quigley 

Board Vice Chair:  Brian Jackson 

Board Treasurer: John Miller 

Board Secretary:  Sherry Denney 

2019 Trustees 

John Cleveland-Emeritus 

Brian Jackson-Emeritus 

John Miller-off at the end of 2019 

Todd Eversole-off at the end of 2019 

Don Denney-off at the end of 2019 

 

 

2019 Team Chairs 

Youth:  Allison Madison 

Evangelism Team:  Claudia Jackson 

Family Team:  Shelly  

and Richey Dickerson 

Mission Team: Russ Gross 

Stewardship Team: Todd Eversole 

Prop/Grounds Team: George Caldwell 

Personnel:  Brian Jackson 

Culinary:  Sherry Denney 

Membership: Susan Caldwell 

2019 Elders 

Buck Quigley-off at the end of 2020 

Claudia Jackson-off at the end of 2020 

Don Denney-off at the end of 2020 

Tracey Bell-off at the end of 2020 

Marty Weaver-off at the end of 2019 

Debby Weaver-off at the end of 2019 

Tami Eversole-off at the end of 2019 

Todd Eversole-off at the end of 2019 

Sherry Denney-off at the end of 2019 

Russ Gross—off at the end of 2020 

John Miller—off at the end of 2020 

Vikkie Witham—off at the end of 2020 

Notice:  

Installation of 2019 Officers, Team Chairs and active Elders will take 

place during the Worship service on January 20, 2019. Please plan to 

attend. All inactive Elders are especially invited to attend.  

The church as mosaic 

A mosaic consists of thousands of little stones. Some are blue, some are 

green, some are yellow, some are gold. When we bring our faces close to 

the mosaic, we can admire the beauty of each stone. But as we step back 

from it, we can see that all these little stones reveal to us a beautiful pic-

ture, telling a story none of these stones can tell by itself.  

 

That is what our life in [the church] is about. Each of us is like a little 

stone, but together we reveal the face of God to the world. Nobody can 

say: “I make God visible.” But others who see us together can say: “They make God visi-

ble.” [Christian] community is where humility and glory touch. —Henri J.M. Nouwen  
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

The Church Office would be happy to review your 

2018 contributions with you at anytime. Please pick up 

your 2018 Contribution Statement in the Narthex 

when they become available. Statements will be 

mailed as soon as possible to all members and friends 

that are unable to attend or live out of town. 

 

 Thank you for supporting the ministries of First 

Christian Church and the Disciples of Christ denomi-

nation. Offering envelopes are available in the Narthex 

for anyone interested. If you don’t see your name on a 

box of offering envelopes, please check with Sherry.  We have plenty of 

boxes available in the office. 


