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Reverent Reflections by Reverend Alecia Gross
For 2019 the word around First Christian Church is LOVE. Not romantic love, not familial love, but a love of community and care of one another that fills our very cells. A love that spills out with every breath. The trouble is, as I have
been praying and studying and preparing for the rest of our year – I have rediscovered just how tricky it is to live out
this type of all-encompassing love.
In even the healthiest of relationships, getting to know another person or group of people in a deeper way can lead to
pain. When we get to know one another, we see each other’s shortcomings and flaws. We navigate through and around
the differences between us, but sometimes those differences swell up and knock us off our feet. We stand up again, and
again and keep trying – perhaps receiving a reward of an enriching friendship. In short, we find love. We build love.
We work and compromise and create love.
First Corinthians 13: 4-8 says, “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.”
That seems straightforward enough. But how do we demonstrate love in the midst of differences we can’t reconcile?
How do we show love to our favorite uncle who holds political views we abhor? How do we show love to our sister
who has violated our trust?
Where is the line between loving and setting limits? Is it love to buy your teenager his first car? Or is it more loving to
make him work and pay for it himself? How do we love our neighbors when they continue to make poor choices that
damage their children’s mental and physical well-being? What does love look like when the other person has addiction,
mental illness, or other limitations that prevent them from making sound choices?
Or what if deep down, we struggle to love ourselves – we are filled will anger, regret, remorse that bubbles up until it
floods over?
Love is the purest expression of our devotion to God, but loving people is messy. Join us on this journey, to find love,
to live in love, to wrestle with love. In the black and white, and all of the greys – come along side us as we discover
nuanced ways to love one another. Just as we have been loved.
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FEBRUARY
Month at a Glance
February 3-10-17-24
9:00 a.m. Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
February 9
10:00 a.m., join us in the Great Hall to bake and decorate “We Love You” cookies for our
shut-ins and others. It will be a fun time of fellowship!
February 10
The Word is Love kicks off during Worship service with special activities. Don’t miss it!
February 12, Women’s Coffee Talk at 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Lounge.
Friday and Saturday, February 15 and 16
Westerman/Hall Wedding Rehearsal and Wedding at the church.
February 17
Elders’ meeting after Worship service.
February 20
6:30 p.m., Long Term Planning Committee Meeting, all are invited to join!
February 27
Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 a.m. Please join us.
The 4-6th Grade
Sunday School
Room is being
refurbished
Recently, the General
Board voted to purchase some new furniture for one of our
downstairs Sunday
school classrooms
using funds from the
Cleveland Youth
Fund. Todd Eversole
organized the Men’s
Group to get the room
painted and Ace
Hardware donated
paint and painting
supplies. The room is
almost done! Thank
you to all for making
this possible.

Chris Fischer (above) and Doug
Hallam (right) work to paint the classroom. Thank you for volunteering!
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Elder’s Lenten
Bible Study
The Elders of First Christian will lead
a five week Bible study using Max
Lucado’s book, He Chose the Nails.
Every gift from God reveals his love,
but no gift reveals his love more than
the gifts of the cross. Have we taken
time to open these? As we do, we find
that Jesus did it all just for us.
Classes Begin
Wednesday, March 13
Class Times
Sundays at 9 a.m.
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Sign up sheet in the Narthex
We extend our deepest condolences to the family of
Scott Madden, age 43. A faithful member of First
Christian, Scott died suddenly in his New Castle home
on Sunday, February 3, 2019.
Scott loved his family dearly and always had a ready
smile to share. In recent years, Scott faced health issues but in spite of these challenges, he made a point
to support his children, nieces and nephews in their
school activities and also, participate in his favorite
activity—fishing.
Scott is survived by his mother, Debby Isaacs and
F.C.C. members who survive Scott include his children, Alexa, Corbin and Isaac Madden; his brother,
Jayson, sister-in-law, Amy and nieces Eliza and Gabriella. Shelly Dickerson is also related to Scott. She
is his cousin. Scott’s visitation hours are 3-8 p.m.,
Thursday, February 7 at Marcum Funeral Home. The
funeral is at 1:00 p.m. Friday at the same location.

Prayer Concerns: Phil and Yvone McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Eleanor Painter,
Dennis Calvino, Wanda West, Chris Fischer, Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing,
Wanda Kissick, The Family of Ellen Walker, Beverly Neal, Sharon Smith, Billie Jo Smith,
Craig Bailey, Mary Beth VanArsdol, Ron Dunn, Robbie Dunn, Daniel Cox, Aury Mansfield,
Linda Masters, Steve Duran, Mike Wyatt, Claude and Elaine Hinton, Jan Lindsey, Jaxon
Taylor, Sherry Rigney, The Sloan and Denny Family in Albany, KY, The Family of Scott
Madden, Doug Hallam
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert,
Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Jane Comer

Calling All First Christian Youth!
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to gather to

TELL YOUR STORY
at the 2019 Spring Youth Assembly
worship, fellowship, learning and service.
March 1-3 2019, Bradford Woods
5040 SR 67 N Martinsville
Register online:
https://wmt.suran.com/main/preview/7909

God Is Love
Beloved, let us love one another,
because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God.
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1 John 4:7
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Thank You Notes!
Dear F.C.C. Family,
We were so delighted to receive the Colts flag and ornament, as well as the fruit and candy.
The ornament was immediately placed on the Colts tree in Joan’s office. All of the Christmas cards we received, as well as the ones that arrive on a regular basis, touch our hearts and
are greatly appreciated. We miss all of you and value your love and prayers. Thank you for
your thoughtfulness.
In Christ’s Love,
John and Joan Cleveland
Dear F.C.C. Family,
Thank you for all the help since my fall. Thank you for the food, calls, cards, rides and most
of all, love and prayers from my church family.
Thank you,
Jan Lindsey
Dear First Christian Church,
Thank you all for all the kind expressions of sympathy and for allowing us to use the church
as a gathering place for my family during the recent death and funeral of my sister, Ellen
Walker. Please find enclosed a donation from my family for the use of the building. It is so
nice to have a church family as kind and loving as all of you.
Sincerely,
Don Denney

February
18-25

Pick up a coin box at
the information table in the Narthex!

Through your
gifts to the
Week of Compassion Special
Offering and
throughout the
year, God is
doing
More Than

We Can
Imagine!
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Long Range Planning Committee begins 2019 Work

The Long Range Planning committee met on Wednesday, January 16th at 6:30 p.m. to begin another year of
discussion, visioning and action for First Christian
Church. Those present included: Don Denney, Sherry
Denney, Rev. Alecia Gross, Todd Eversole, Tami
Eversole, John Miller, Brian Jackson and Claudia Jackson. Topics discussed included a meet and greet neighborhood luncheon for early 2019 and continuing efforts
to move the Mutual Ministry grant process forward.
Minutes of the committee’s meetings are given to the
General Board each month and all members and
friends of First Christian are welcome and encouraged
to attend the monthly meetings and participate in the
long range planning process. The next meeting will be
held in the Fellowship Lounge at 6:30 p.m. on February 20th.
We love our volunteers! Recently, Don
Denney helped organize the upstairs art
room.

“Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us does not.”
C.S. Lewis
Wednesday,
February 27
6:00 p.m.
at the church
All Men
Invited!
Bring a friend!

7

Are you considering baptism? Baptism classes begin on March 10, 2019.
Please speak with Pastor Alecia if you would like to be baptized or have
questions about baptism.
Love and laughter go hand in hand! Share these jokes on February 14 — or whenever some humor
can brighten a day!
Q: What valentine did the French chef give his wife?
A: A hug and a quiche
Q: What did the paper clip say to the magnet?
A: “I find you very attractive.”
Q: How did the phone propose to his girlfriend?
A: He gave her a ring.

It’s Time to Think about
Summer Church Camp!
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Scripture is filled with stories of people experiencing God in the beauty and power of Creation. For thousands of years, God’s people
have looked at the world around them to
learn about God’s presence in their life.
Camps are designed to bring children and
youth into the beauty of creation and into the
power of community. These intentional
events are divided by age, and often by special focus.
Camps are run by volunteer directors and
counselors from local congregations. This is
truly a shared ministry. All volunteers are
screened and receive a background check.
Support staff such as life guards, first aid,
and cooks are hired to help volunteers provide a wonderful experience in a safe environment.
Find more information at indianadisciples.org
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