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The Christian Builder 

Reverent Reflections 

by Reverend Alecia Gross 

 

Ezekiel 1:1 says “In my thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the 

fifth day, while I was among the exiles by the Kebar River, the 

heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.” 

Sarah Griffin Lund talks about visions of God in the Fellowship of 

Prayer devotional for the Lenten season. 

She asks the question, “How can our lives reflect the audacious 

dreams and transformational visions that God has for each one of 

us, for our communities for faith, and for all Creation?” 

One of the threads that ties together the entire biblical narrative 

from Genesis to Revelation is the ongoing encounter between God and humans. God chooses 

to be revealed to us through dreams and visions, and the Hebrew prophet and priest Ezekiel is 

no exception. 

The profound vision carried throughout the book of Ezekiel occurs during a time of political 

unrest, exile, and uncertainty for the people of Israel. Into this great time of despair, God 

speaks a word of challenge and hope through the visionary leader. 

Lund says that leaders who are truly led by God will be risk takers, following a vision God 

has given them. As we begin the season of Lent, we are mindful of the many dreams and vi-

sions that we have wasted, that have burned like coals, and faded away because of our lack of 

attention and care. We mourn the death of our dreams. 

continued page 5 
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at a Glance 

March 3-10-17-24-31 

9:00 am Sunday  School, 10:00 am Worship Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Elder’s Lenten Book Study 

Classes offered each Sunday, Wednesday and Thursday beginning March 13th 
 

March 7 

6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Park Restaurant 
 

March 10 

Children and Youth Art Class during Worship and Wonder time 
 

Baptism Class begins, please see Pastor Alecia 
 

March 17 

Elders Meeting right after Worship Service 
 

March 20 

Long Range Planning Meeting, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Lounge 
 

March 22 

Renaissance Child Learning Center Spring Program in the Great Hall at 6:30 pm 
 

March 27 

Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 a.m. 

Three Leaves 

Faith 

Hope  

and  

Love 

 

Communion Prep and 

Clean Up 
 

March-Shelly and  

Richey Dickerson 

 



 3 Prayer Concerns:  

Phil and Yvone McGinnis, David Williams, Jim Bell, Eleanor Painter, Dennis 
Calvino, Wanda West, Chris Fischer, Kelly Cronk, Mel and Dee Igo, Terry 
Ewing, Wanda Kissick, Beverly Neal, Sharon Smith, Billie Jo Smith, Craig 
Bailey, Mary Beth VanArsdol, Robbie Dunn, Daniel Cox, Aury Mansfield, Lin-
da Masters, Steve Duran, Mike Wyatt, Claude and Elaine Hinton, Jan Lind-
sey, Jaxon Taylor, Sherry Rigney, The Family of Scott Madden, The Curtis 
Family, Nancy Frakes, Braxton Lungren, Missionaries to Haiti: the Steve and 
Melissa Gross Family, Virginia Howard, Jim Acker, Sarah Hamilton, The 
Family of Carol Inman, Jess Adams, Mike Garner, Carolyn and Dick Riley, 
Marcell Kennedy-Alonzo, Melissa Reidhead 

  
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexan-
der, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie John-
son, Joan Paul, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan 
Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Jane 
Comer 

Thank You Notes 

 

Dear First Christian Church Family,  

Thank you so much for the Valentine’s Day treats. They were delicious! This was 

such a great and thoughtful surprise. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone 

over Spring break! 

Olivia Neal 

 

To Thank you,  

To the people who prepared and served the delicious meal for Carol, we thank 

you more than words can tell. 

Jim Acker 

 

Madison Cross sent word through Facebook that she LOVED her Valentine cook-

ies and wanted to say THANK YOU! 

Special dates 

• Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019  

• First Sunday in Lent, March 10, 2019  

• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 10, 2019  

• Second Sunday in Lent, March 17, 2019  

• First day of spring, March 20, 2019  

• Third Sunday in Lent, March 24, 2019  

• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 31, 2019 

 
“Never look down on  
anybody unless you’re 

helping him up.”  
 

—Jesse Jackson  
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Claudia Jackson, left. Sandy Jones, right 

 

 

Mona Stockton 
 

We offer  peace and comfort to the family of Mona Stockton (mother of Linda Cross). Mona passed away on 

Monday, February 18, 2019.  

 

Wife of the late John H. "Dick" Stockton; Survivors: 2 daughters, Dora Jean Griffin; & Linda (Terry) Cross; 1 

son. Russell (Cathy) Stockton; Grandmother of: Chad(Misty) Griffin; Randy(Felisha) Griffin; Tim(Petrina) 

Cross; Johnny(Azure) Cross; Ronnie(Shelbie) Cross; Kimberly Stockton; Missy Mounts; Courtney Talbott & 

Brittany Talbott; Great-grandmother of: John, Bailey,& Hanna Griffin; Ashley, Tiffany, Jared,& Lyn Cross; 

Madison, Mallory,& Austin(Kym) Cross; Adria, Ian,& Jacob(Ronika) Cross; Hayden, Peyton, Haley,& Patrick 

Mounts; 3 great-great-grandchildren: Phoenix, Robbie,& Brandon. Also survived by several nieces and neph-

ews.Also preceded in death by a son, Jerry Stockton.  

Helen Carol Inman, age 74, of New Castle passed away 

Tuesday February 19, 2019 at her residence 
 

Carol was born November 11, 1944 in Bluffton, Indiana and was a gradu-

ate of New Castle Chrysler High School. Carol attended beauty school and 

was a lifelong member of First Christian Church 
 

A New Castle residence most of her life, Carol worked 18 years for the 

Henry County Highway Dept as a secretary. She loved family activities 

and had been a member of several social and civic organizations. 
 

Those left to cherish her loving memory are her father, James Acker of 

New Castle, her husband, Roger Inman, two sons James and Josh Williams 

of New Castle, 2 step-children, Richard (Adrianna) Inman of Hamilton 

Ohio, Ralinda (Clay) Stanger of Frankfort Ohio, 9 grandchildren and 1 

Great Granddaughter. She was preceded in death by her mother Donna 

Hall Acker. 
 

Services were held on Monday, February 25, 2019 at Macer-Hall Funeral 

Home with Reverend Alecia Gross officiating. Following the service, First 

Christian Church provided a funeral meal for family and friends at the 

church.   

Helen Carol Inman 

Mutual Ministry Grant Update 

Rev. Alecia Gross 
 

As many of you know, our congregation was invited to submit a matching grant to the Center for Congrega-

tions. The goal of this grant was to implement a project within the community engaging in ministry with other 

local service providers. After much soul-searching and prayer, we have decided not to apply this grant cycle. 
 

We realized that we needed more time to discern where we truly feel our congregation is being called to con-

nect with the community. We also realized that other grants might be a better fit for us than this particular one. 

If we would receive a Center for Congregations Mutual Ministry grant, we would be excluded from receiving 

additional grant funding from them for five years.  
 

Some of the other grant projects they have funded in recent years include: funds to engage young adults, 

building projects, mentorship initiatives for youth and families, and grants to create share space between dif-

ferent congregations in one location. We hope that by taking our time to wait for God’s direction we will be 

able to select a truly transformative project in the near future.  
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Why do we place the color purple in 
our Sanctuary  

during the season of Lent?  

 
You may notice that our sanctuary paraments 
(the drapes that decorate the pulpit and the 
lectern) and other cloth coverings are 
changed throughout the year. Last Sunday the 
color was green but beginning on Ash 
Wednesday we will use purple fabric. Ash 
Wednesday begins the season of Lent, our 40 
day journey toward Easter. We use the color 
purple for two reasons: firstly because it is as-
sociated with mourning and so anticipates the 
pain and suffering of the crucifixion, and sec-
ondly because purple is the color associated 
with royalty, and celebrates Christ's resurrec-
tion and sovereignty. 
 
For me, Lent is a time of reflection and intro-
spection. When I see the colors change to 
purple, I know that I have heart-work to do! 
 
By Sherry Denney 

Make a Love Connection!  

As part of our “The Word is Love” year, we invite you to make a 

love connection! On Sunday, February 10th, we drew names from 

the offering plate. During 2019 we will pray for these people and 

generally just show them we love them. In addition, each fourth 

Sunday of the month, we will have Love Connection Coffee Hours 

where you can invite your love connection to come and chat with 

you. In the picture to the right, Sherry Denney and Todd Eversole 

are catching up on each other’s lives during the February Love 

Connection Coffee Hour. Sherry drew Todd’s name out of the of-

fering plate. Love Connections are not secret; we encourage you to 

let yours know you are praying for them by sending them a card or 

making a phone call.  
 

There are still names waiting in the offering plate! Won’t you 

choose to be a part of this fun way to connect with members and 

friends of F.C.C.? Out of towners can participate too! Call the of-

fice and we will draw a name for you!  765-529-2403 is the office 

phone number.  
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Eliza Madden 

Reverent Reflections continued from page 1 

Like Ezekiel, wherever we are positioned – as a minister, a prophet, a teacher, a 

homemaker or a leader – we take a sincere look at our lives during Lent and notice 

what we have walked away from. On Ash Wednesday especially, we consider ways 

we have abandoned dreams. 

Like Christ risen on Easter morning, the purpose of this exercise in examining our 

lives is to rise up – refreshed and renewed, committed to new life and new begin-

nings. 

Let us begin this journey together, remembering our dreams, honoring our hopes and 

preparing for revitalization 

Sumer Robinson 

The Church is Open for 

Prayer and Reflection 

on Good Friday. 
 

The people of God are always 

welcome here at 2000 Bundy Av-

enue but we wanted to especially 

remind you to come here if you 

are looking for a spot for quiet 

reflection on Good Friday, Friday, 

April 19, 2019.  

 

The church will be open from 

morning Friday until noon on Ho-

ly Saturday, The annual prayer 

vigil begins at 7:00 pm, April 19.  
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Applications being taken for Hall and Shough Scholarships 

Submission Deadline is April 30th 
Each year up to five scholarships of $500 each can be awarded to select members of First Christian 

Church. The scholarship recipients are chosen by a three-person committee that includes the minister 

and an elder. Previous recipients continuing their education and non-traditional students are wel-

come to apply. An application must be completed by April 30, 2019. You may visit or call the 

church office for an application. Applications are also available on our website: firstchristiannewcas-

tle.org. 
 

Requirements to Apply: 

 

The recipient must be of good character and an active member of First Christian Church with a rec-

ord of regular attendance. If the student is away at school, attendance at a church close to the school 

may be accepted.  

 

The recipient must have been accepted by an accredited institution of higher learning prior to mak-

ing an application for this grant. Funds are paid directly to the school. A tuition bill must submitted 

to the church office.  

Prayer Vigil 
It is a long-standing tradition here at FCC to hold a prayer vigil begin-
ning on Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday. The Elders of our 
church take the lead in organizing and monitoring the vigil during the 
time period. The word "vigil" comes from the Latin word vigilia meaning 
wakefulness. It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on the Lord that 
our members are being asked to sign up for a time to pray in the chap-
el. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. The time is from 7:00 p.m. 
on Good Friday (April 19) until Noon on Holy Saturday (April 20). Ask 
any Elder for details. Our Elders are: Tracey Bell, Don Denney, Clau-
dia Jackson, John Miller, Tami Eversole, Buck Quigley,  Vikkie Witham, 
Sherry Denney, Todd Eversole, Debby Weaver, Marty Weaver and 
Russ Gross   



 

The Long Range Planning Committee be-

gan their 2019 work on Wednesday, Janu-

ary 16, 2019. The committee meets the third 

Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Lounge. The committee invites 

anyone interested in planning, visioning and 

goal setting to join the group. The members 

of the committee are also willing to talk 

(and listen) with members of the congrega-

tion at anytime.  Those attending meetings 

in 2019 are as follows: Allison Madison, 

Don Denney, Sherry Denney, Tami Eversole, Todd Eversole, Jan Lindsey, John Miller, Rev. 

Alecia Gross, Claudia Jackson, Brian Jackson and Buck Quigley. The committee submits 

meeting minutes to the General Board each month to keep the church informed. The group 

plans a Spring Community Luncheon on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 and will be asking for 

the support of all members and friends.  

Please come and bring your friends! 

SPRING COMMUNITY  
LUNCHEON 

 
First Christian Church invites the  

Henry County Community to join us  
for a free  luncheon on  

Wednesday, April 24, 2019 
We will serve food from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

NCHS Choral Music Director, Matthew Hurst , 
will speak and the Girl’s Barbershop Quartet will 

perform from 11:45 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. 

Worship and Wonder Art Class 
 

During the month of February and as part of 

our “The Word is Love” year, our children 

have been exploring Scripture during the Wor-

ship and Wonder time on special Sundays. 

 

The class reads and discusses the chosen vers-

es and then depicts the Scripture through their 

art work.   

 

The children use a variety of media to create 

their masterpieces and enjoy this time with 

God very much. Please check out their work 

in the main hallway! 
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BAPTISM  
SUNDAY, 

 

APRIL 28  
DURING  

10:00 A.M.  
WORSHIP  
SERVICE 

 
Please join us for this Service of Joy as we welcome new 

members, young and old, into the Body of Christ. 
 

Baptism Class starts March 10, 2019. If you would like to 
be baptized, please talk with Pastor Alecia. 

To God you shall return 

 

The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember that you are dust and to dust you 

shall return” might seem depressing. But in our often death-denying culture, some 

might find it refreshing to hear the frank statement that we can do nothing to save our-

selves, physically or spiritually — that, no matter how we try to avoid sin, we can’t 

untangle ourselves from self-interest. How liberating, then, to know we don’t have to! 

God loves us as we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s power over us.  

 

A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point you can pinch in the middle of a long 

piece of ribbon, such that when you lift it high, the two ends — one symbolizing our 

baptism and the other, our funeral — meet and touch. We come from dust and will re-

turn to dust, but we also come from God and will return to God. Ash Wednesday re-

minds us that we’re always safe in God’s love. 

Foster Closet Needs Volunteers! 
 

Please help us spread the word in the community that 

our Foster Closet ministry is looking for volunteers.  
 

Please ask your friends or any service clubs or organiza-

tions that you are a member of to consider helping with 

this valuable community resource. Volunteer hours are 

VERY flexible. We welcome volunteers morning, noon 

or night! Would you be willing to volunteer to help the 

vulnerable children of Henry County? Call the church 

office at 529-2403 or speak with Pastor Alecia. Lots of 

sit down jobs available! 

 
Left: Elaine Hinton works in the Foster Closet sorting clothing.  
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Keep up with your FCC family!  Check out our website regularly!   

Visit firstchristiannewcastle.org for the latest information. 
 

Join us on Facebook 

We have a Facebook page and a Facebook group. Our group is where 

we share prayer requests, etc. It cannot be seen by the general public, 

you will need to join to see content.  Search for First Christian Church 

(DOC) New Castle, IN 
 

Our Facebook page is public. This is where we share information with 

those looking for a church home. Please feel free to post information on 

this page that might be of interest to the general public.   

Did you know that we can take credit and debit cards?  Yes, it is true, if you forget your 

checkbook, we can take your donation in the office using our terminal.  It is a convenient 

way to give! 


