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Reverent Reflections Pastor Alecia Gross

In Mark Batterson’s The Circle Maker, he says that “Bold prayers honor God, and God honors bold prayers. God isn’t offended by your biggest dreams or boldest prayers. He is offended by anything less. If
your prayers aren’t impossible to you, they are insulting to God. Why?
Because they don’t require divine interventions. But ask God to part
the Red Sea or make the sun stand still or float an iron axhead, and
God is moved to omnipotent action.”
There are parts of this statement that I struggle with – what about the
prayers for divine intervention that involve sickness or natural disaster? I am always cautious when talking about prayer – sometimes our
most faithful and devout friends have terrible things happen to them. I
would never want to imply that their prayers were lacking.
But I do agree with the Field of Dreams mentality – “If you build it, they will come.” If we pray for
something, if we ALL pray for something together – then I am convinced that God can bring about
big changes.
As part of the Center for Congregations grant process, we are supposed to engage in prayer walks
around our neighborhood. Praying for the residents, businesses, and schools nearby. We are supposed to ask God to show us ways where we have great opportunities to do effective ministry.
October 3 we are hosting a “Hello Neighbor!” business luncheon to initiate a dialogue with those
around us and encourage fellowship. Complete details on the luncheon will follow soon.
In preparation for that networking luncheon, we are going to meet at church at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 12 to take a prayer walk around the area surrounding the church. While on our walk, we
will say hello to our neighbors and invite them to lunch, or to Messy church, or to services – whatever your heart leads you to do.
From Sept 30 to Oct 21 we will engage in Bible study, prayer and reflection with Batterson’s The
Circle Maker as our springboard. We are going to enter into a time of great hope and exciting
dreams and build up the faith to make them happen. Come join us on the journey.
In faith,
Rev. Alecia
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September 2-9-16-23-30
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
September 2, Breakfast Served During Coffee Hour
September 3, Labor Day, Church Office Closed
September 6, Ladies Coffee Talk, 6 pm at Stacks Restaurant
September 9, Board Meeting in the Fellowship Lounge
September 9 and 23, Youth Group meets from 7-8:30 pm
September 12, Neighborhood Prayer Walk at 6 pm
September 13, Dan’s Fish Fry
September 16, Elder’s Meeting after Worship Service
September 21, Peace Walk at Baker Park, 5:30 pm
September 26, Messy Church, 6 pm until 7:30 pm, Great Hall

Power Point Schedule
Sept 2-Russ
Sept 16-Isaac
Sept 30-Carter

Sept 9-Logan
Sept 23-Pam

Communion Prep and Clean Up
September-Jane Kissane
October-Need Volunteer
November-Need Volunteer
December-John and Pam Davidson
January 2019-Don and Sherry Denney

Sunday School Schedule
By grade level
Class K-3
Sunday, Sept 2—Elaine
Sunday, Sept 9—Tracey
Sunday, Sept 16—Buck
Sunday, Sept 23—Jennifer
Class 4-6
Sunday, Sept 2—Tracey
Sunday, Sept 9—Claudia
Sunday, Sept 16—Sherry
Sunday, Sept 23—Claudia
Class Youth, 7-12
Pam Davidson

Prayer Concerns: Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and 3
Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Don Norris, Gene West, David Williams,
Melissa Reidhead and Family, Jim Bell and Family, Eleanor Painter, Frank and Regina
Weeden, Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley, Wanda West, Billie-Gay Keith and Kent
Keith, Chris and Debbie Fischer, Nic Simmons, Kathy Stegner, Dave Hickman, Phoenix Cross, Donald Joyce, Bob Fraley, Kelly Cronk, The Family of Virginia Smith, Mel
and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing, Betty Owen, Dick Eversole, Carlie Patten, Olivia Jones, Teresa Mullin, Susan Ison, Andrea Parrish, Jennifer Rousell, Ruthann Hawk, Steve Wilson, Bruce Wilson, Mike Wyatt, Jennifer Rousell, Terri Thomas, Mike Maze
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris
Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet
Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty
Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Jane Comer
Please Keep the Church Office
Informed!
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a
friend or loved one contact the church office
(765-529-2403) so we will know you are there. If
you are ill or have another need that requires a
Pastoral visit or telephone call please contact the
church office. We are here for you!

Sept Elder Serving Schedule
Sept 2-Cup-Amy
Sept 9-Cup-Debby
Sept 16-Cup-Marty
Sept 23-Cup-Don
Sept 30-Cup-Tracey

Bread-Jan
Bread-Marty
Bread-Debby
Bread-Sherry
Bread-Amy

Bobby and Virginia Howard
have moved. Their new address is:

10477 Moyer Rd.
Greens Fork, IN. 47345
JoAnne Privett has moved.
Her new address is:

209 S. Summit Street
New Castle, IN 47362
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Come to the Peace Walk!

Isaac Madden

Corbin Madden

Join with others in the New Castle
community who care about unity
and peace. Come to Baker Park
Shelter House #1 on Friday, September 21, 2018. There will be a
light supper and gathering activities. The Guest Speaker is Katrina
Mallory from TRU Harbor, a local facility for juveniles rescued
Logan Nashfrom sex trafficking. The Peace
Walk around Baker Park will follow. Participating in the walk
around the park is optional. The
day’s festivities are an ecumenical
effort by area churches including
St. James Episcopal, New Castle
First Friends Meeting, First United Methodist, Bethany Tabernacle
and Holy Trinity Lutheran

The Kroger Rewards program has changed our organization number
Please note our new number: RB912
A message from Kroger:
“We have recently upgraded our Community Rewards system, and as a result, your Non-Profit Organization (NPO) has a new account number. (RB912). Please reference the new number when contacting us for
assistance. New members can enroll by searching for either the new number or the name of your organization.”
Kroger Rewards Info:
Our reward from shoppers (April 1-June 30, 2018) was $40.07. We had 13 households participating.
Please encourage all your friends, neighbors and relatives to list RB912 as their non-profit of choice. Lets
double our participating households. Thank you for your help!

Neighborhood Prayer Walk
Wednesday, September 12 from 6 to 7:30, meet at the church parking lot. We will pray for our neighbors, local businesses and schools
and ask God to show us ways to meet their deepest needs.
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August Mission of the Month Report
The Henry County Pregnancy Care Center
FCC members, Jennifer and Andy Hood, volunteered to serve as
ambassadors for FCC’s August Mission of the Month due to their
deep commitment to the ideals of the local Pregnancy Care Center.
The Hood Family participates each year in the local walk around
Baker Park and works hard to raise money to help the center with
operating expenses. This year, Andy Hood’s Christian band, Eversong, stepped up to the plate to host an evening of music as a fundraiser. The musical event was held Sunday evening, August 19th in
the Great Hall with all proceeds from refreshment sales and a freewill offering going directly to the HCPCC. The evening was a great
success as $461.65 was raised for the center. The Hood Family and
Eversong would like to thank everyone who supported their music
benefit.
In addition to the benefit concert, Jennifer, Andy, Eli and Ezra would
like to issue an invitation to all to join them at the 2018 Henry County
Pregnancy Care Center Walk For Life. The event will be held on Saturday, September 8th at 9:00 a.m. Walkers should meet at the large
shelter in the park. There will be music, balloons, food and fellowship.
The Hood family has set a goal to raise $1500 in pledges. If 150
friends each sponsor the family $10 they will reach their goal! Please
let the Hoods know how you would like to help them help this valuable community resource that helps women, children and families.
Call the church to help (765-529-2403).
Thank you!
Please participate in our nursing
home ministries
On a regular schedule, we visit three
nursing homes to bring a message of
love and to share communion to thankful groups of people. Pastor Alecia conducts a service at The Waters each month on the first Sunday of the month at 2 pm. On odd months, she leads a service at Glen Oaks at 2 pm. Every fourth
week of the month, Heritage House nursing facility is visited on Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Your participation would be very welcome and helpful! Please talk with Pastor Alecia if you
have any questions. We send a big “thank you” those volunteers that join us already!
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FCC’s Dan’s Fish Fry Fundraiser Needs YOU!
DATE IS THURSDAY, SEPT. 13th

TIME IS 4-7 PM

Co-Chairs Gene and Julie Bundy would like to issue a special appeal for
help on Thursday, September 13th. This is the evening of our Dan’s Fish
Fry and many hands are needed to pull off this important fundraiser. We
also need you to buy tickets and sell tickets to your family, friends and co
-workers. May we suggest using social media and texting as a way to
contact friends and family for ticket sales. The good ole’ telephone still
works as well as a way to contact people to encourage them to buy a ticket. You can add their name to an advance sale reservation list (in the office, 529-2403) and they will receive the $10 advance sale price at the
door. This method is a super easy way to sell tickets! Our goal this year is
500 tickets sold—we can do it!
Your physical presence at the fish fry is also encouraged. We need those
that can serve, pour drinks, etc., but we also need hospitality ambassadors
that can show the attendees the face of God’s love. Talking to our friends
and neighbors with a smile is more important than you know!
To volunteer, please sign up in the Narthex (the library area at the back of
the Sanctuary), or call the church office at 529-2403. You can also FB
message or text Gene and Julie (765-524-1871) or Sherry (317-850-1072)
with any questions. Thank you in advance for your support!

Words to Start Your Day
“O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:1, ESV). I
praise you this day, and always!
***
You wrap me in your love, God, like a cozy sweater on a cool fall day. Thank you for
being my warmth and protection.
***
Dear Jesus, when we are troubled, how reassuring to know you sympathize with us
because you lived among us. Thank you for your boundless grace in our times of
need.
***
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:47). As Bartimaeus begged you
for healing and regained his sight, Jesus, I pray for spiritual vision to recognize and
follow you.
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Let’s support our young adults as they navigate the ins
and outs of college life. It is always nice to receive a card
or letter from our friends and family back home. Send
them a few encouraging words and let them know that
you are praying for them.
It could make all the difference in the world!
Alexa Madden
Purdue University
1275 First Street
Earhart Hall Room 356
West Lafayette, IN 47906

Allison Nash
Earlham College
Barrett Hall #229
Drawer 1409
Richmond, IN

Hank Neal
DePauw University
408 S. Locust St
UB 6500
Greencastle, IN 46135-1739
Madison Cross
Ball State University
4174 E. US Highway 36
New Castle, IN 47362

Olivia Neal
DePauw University
408 S. Locust St
UB 6336
Greencastle, IN 46135-1739
Ethan Nash
Ivy Tech
1764 Wichman Lane
Shelbyville, IN 46176

Amanda Schwarz
Ivy Tech
1764 Wichman Lane
Shelbyville, IN 46176
During Messy Church on August 22nd, our
elementary children talked about special
meals they remember. We also talked about
special events in our lives. We then made Play
-Doh replicas of the Bread and the Cup and
talked about how this most special meal of all
is done is remembrance of our Lord and Savior.
Our next Messy Church is September 26 th
from 6:00 pm until 7:30 pm. Come join the
fellowship. Invite your friends and neighbors
for a lesson, craft and a light meal!

Above: Top, left to Right: Don Denney, Tucker Feltz,
Barry Keith, Rev.Alecia Gross, Courtney Hunt, Jacob
Gross, Haley Dunn, Weston Welchel, Summer
Welchel during craft time.
Right: Weston Welchel enjoying the communal meal.
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September Mission of the Month Announced:
Changing Footprints Motto “Changing the World, Two Feet at a Time”
by Pam Davidson

This month’s mission focus is “Changing Footprints”. This non-profit organization collects new and used shoes. Changing Footprints was founded in 2005.
They were moved by seeing Afghan children in danger of wounds or infections
because of being shoeless. Today the organization has evolved to assisting all
people. Part of their mission statement is: “Changing Footprints collects new and
gently used shoes for distribution to homeless, disaster-stricken, or underprivileged people locally, nationally and internationally regardless of race, religion, gender or ethnicity.” A majority of their contributions stay right here in the
state of Indiana. They take donated shoes, clean and repair them to make them
look like new. Please consider participating by giving that pair of shoes you no
longer wear. Let’s see if we can change someone’s footprints by giving them a
pair of shoes. There will be a collection bin in the Narthex beginning Sunday,
September 2nd. Follow the organization on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/changingfootprints/.

Guest Speaker, Scott Splichal, from
Changing Footprints will visit us September 16, 2018
during the Worship hour. Don’t Miss It!

Small group study beginning Sept. 30
We will offer four weeks of discussion on Mark Batterson’s
The Circle Maker: How Big is Your God? Is He big enough
to heal your marriage? Is He bigger than a negative evaluation? Is He bigger than your secrets? Join us during Pastor’s
Bible Study (Sunday mornings at 9:00 am) to learn how to
pray in a new way by drawing prayer circles around our dreams, our families, our
problems, and most importantly, God’s promises. In the process, we will discover
this simple yet life-changing truth: God Honors Bold Prayers and Bold Prayers Honor God.
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We are thankful
The Trustees of First Christian church would like to
thankfully acknowledge a financial gift from the estate of
Ima Coe Wirth. Ima Coe became of member of First
Christian Church in 1939 and at the time of her passing
on June 10, 2018 at age 104, she was just a few months
shy of celebrating 80 years of faithful membership in our
congregation.
There is not a ministry or member here at First Christian
that was not touched by the life of Ima Coe Wirth and
now, through her faithful planning and obedience to God, future generations will hear the
Good News of Jesus Christ. What a wonderful legacy to leave behind. We thank Ima Coe
for her sacrifice, faithfulness and vision for the future.

Top Right: Artwork by Kelsie Dunn
Bottom Right: Jacob Gross gathers
paper for recycling in the church office. Recycling tips: prepare cardboard
for recycling by removing all other
materials in the box such as plastic,
etc.; break down boxes ; do not allow
your paper to get wet; keep food waste
out of paper and boxes to be recycled.
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Church One Call System
FCC uses an automatic call service to send important messages to our
members and friends. We want to make sure you are receiving these
calls. If you aren’t, we may not have your phone numbers. This might
result in you and your family missing important church news. If you
do not receive One Call messages, please write your name and phone
number down on a slip of paper and drop it in the offering plate or
you can call the church office at 765-529-2403 to be added to the One
Call list. We will make sure your number is added to our system.
Also, please program the One Call phone number in your phone contact list so you will recognize when we are calling. This helps you to
know you can accept our call! The number is 877-698-3261.
Thank you! We work hard to effectively communicate with all members and friends.

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

