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Reverent Reflections, Rev. Alecia Gross
First Christian Church is the recipient of a matching grant from the Center for Congregations. With this grant,
we can receive up to $30,000 in matching funds. To qualify, our core team is attending training and exploring
our community assets – both tangible and intangible.
Here is where you come in. We need your help. Each and every one of you.
We need for you to talk to members of the New Castle community – your friends, your neighbors, your customers, even total strangers if you are comfortable doing so.
Pastor Alecia
We are hoping to begin some new ministry efforts in our congregation – maybe serving foster families, maybe helping out grandparents who are raising their grandchildren. But before we begin, we
need to learn more about our neighbors.
During July and August, I would challenge each of you to talk to a dozen people. In these conversations, I
would like you to ask three simple questions:
What assets, strengths and signs of wholeness and goodness do you see in New Castle?
What needs or problems take away from this wholeness or goodness in New Castle?
What ideas or dreams do you have for improving our community?
Just those three questions. You can paraphrase them in your own words. But I would like you each to ask
these questions and jot down who you talked to and what they said. You can walk your neighborhood with
your spouse and have one person ask, and the other take notes. You can do the questions by phone if it is difficult for you to get out. But by Sept 1, I would like as many responses to these questions as we can gather.
Are you up for the challenge?
Here are a few ground rules for interviewing folks:
Talk to them as a friend, not a reporter – this should be a genuine conversation
Respect their time – if they are busy, that is okay!
If you disagree with their perspective, try not to debate with them – just listen
And finally, these conversations are not intended as evangelism opportunities – don’t try to coax folks
into coming to church (yet) just get to know them.
If you are able to, send a thank you card for their time and thoughtfulness
If you have any questions, feel free to ask! I an excited to see what responses you collect.
God’s blessing on you all
Pastor Alecia
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July 1-8-15-22-29
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
July 5
6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
July 15, Elder’s Meeting after Worship service
July 16-20 from 9-Noon, Day Camp
July 18, Long Range Planning Committee, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Lounge
July 27 and July 28, Rehearsal and Wedding at the Church
A refreshing gift
Oh, how beautiful is the summer night, which is not night, but a sunless, yet unclouded, day, descending
upon earth with dews and shadows and refreshing coolness! How beautiful the long mild twilight,
which, like a silver clasp, unites today with yesterday!
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Worship Leader Schedule
Sunday, July 8—Pam Davidson
Sunday, July 15—Pam Davidson
Sunday, July 22—Amy Madden
Sunday, July 29—Tami Eversole
Communion Prep and Clean Up
July-Jan Lindsey
August-Need Volunteer
September-Jane Kissane
October-Need Volunteer
November– Need Volunteer

Sunday School Schedule
Class K-3
Sunday, July 8—Sherry
Sunday, July 15—Sherry
Sunday, July 22—Jennifer
Sunday, July 29—Tami
Class Youth, Grades 4-6
Sunday, July 8—Tracey
Sunday, July 15—Claudia
Sunday, July 22—Sherry
Sunday, July 29—Tracey
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Member, George J. Tirey, 90, of
Venice, FL died on June 5, 2018.
Born May 16, 1928 in LaJunta, CO, he was the
son of Robert E. and Bernice (Fegan) Tirey. He
married Neva Reynolds and she survives. He was an industrial engineer at
Chrysler Corp. in New Castle, IN and a veteran of the U.S. Army serving
in the Philippines during WW II.. George and Neva were very active
members here at First Christian before retiring to Florida. George served
as a Deacon in our congregation. We send our deepest condolences to his
wife, Neva, of Venice, FL; nephews, Darrell Hall, and wife, Jane, Dwight Hall, Jeff Massey, and
wife, Cindy; a great nephew, Kyle Massey.

Our oldest member, Ima Coe Wirth passed away on June 10, 2018 at
the age of 104. Ima Coe was an integral part of our congregation. She
served as an elder, sang in the choir and was an active member of the
BYKOTA Sunday school class. A 1932 graduate of Sulphur Springs
High School, she attended Hanover College for two years. She worked
as an Insurance Underwriter for the Bob White Insurance Agency for
30 years before retiring in 1984. Ima Coe also worked at the Children’s
Home in Knightstown, Henry County Abstract Company, and the New
Castle-Henry County Public Library. She is survived by two children,
Steven Clay Wirth (Kathleen Steffen) of Kankakee, IL and Barbara Ann (husband: Douglas) Smith
of Chesterfield, VA; three granddaughters, Amy Wirth-Yap of Santa Cruz, CA, Julie Wirth of Champagne, IL, and Heather Smith Lang of Chesterfield, VA; three great-grandchildren, Ian Lang, Anneke
Wirth-Yap, and Arie Wirth-Yap and several nieces and nephews.She was preceded in death by her
husband, Roy F. Wirth in 1989, six brothers and two sisters.
Deloris (Dee) M. Benson, 93, passed away on the morning of Monday,
June 11, 2018. She was born August 23, 1924 in Shelbyville, Indiana, a
daughter of the late John and Pearl (Thomas) Osborne. Deloris was a
bookkeeper for R.E.M.C. and retired from the Henry County Association
for Mentally Retarded Citizens. She was a graduate of New Castle High
School and Business College. On April 21, 1946, Deloris married the
love of her life, Charles S. Benson, and they enjoyed almost 63 years of
marriage. She enjoyed assisting her husband on the family farm. Deloris
was a long-time member of the First Christian Church. She enjoyed traveling, quilting, reading, crossword puzzles, and genealogy. Deloris volunteered every Wednesday at
the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame. Those left to cherish Deloris’s memory include her daughter,
Stacey L. Benson Courtney of Mooreland; two grandsons, SFC Chad (Jodie) Courtney of Fort Knox,
Kentucky and Eric Courtney of Springport; two great-grandsons, Matthew and Nicholas Courtney;
two step-great-grandchildren, Anna and Jonathan Cook; a great-granddaughter, McKenna Courtney
and several nieces and nephews.
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Prayer Concerns:
Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis,
Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Don Norris, Gene West, David Williams, Melissa
Reidhead and Family, Jim Bell and Family, Eleanor Painter, Frank and Regina
Weeden, Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley, Wanda West, Claudia Jackson, The
Family of Ronald Long, Peggy Monroe, Debby Weaver, Billie-Gay Keith and Kent
Keith, Chris and Debbie Fischer, Nancy Frakes, Tony Young, The Family of Ima
Coe Wirth, The Family of Dee Benson, Nic Simmons, The Family of Michael Robinson, Rhonda and Joe, The Dunn Family, The Family of Gary Davis, Kathy Stegner, The Family of George Tirey
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander,
Joy Baase, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie
Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson,
John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen
Heckley, Carol Inman, Jane Comer

Please ring the door buzzer!
Sometimes when you visit the church during the week (even during office hours), you
might find the north door locked for security reasons. Please note that we have a door
buzzer located on the right-hand door frame. Feel free to ring the buzzer for admittance.

Thank you notes!
First Christian Church,
Thank you so much for the beautiful roses for
George. He lived a good, long life but he kept saying that he wanted to go home.
The Family of George Tirey (Neva and nephews)
~~~~~~~~
To FCC Family,
Thank you so much for all of your prayers, love
and support for us during Jim’s health problems.
A big “Thanks” to all of you who donated our gift
cards-they have been very helpful.
Love,
Jim and Tracey

The
difference
between an ordeal and an adventure is your
attitude.
Anonymous
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An invitation from FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH!

Inside Out
exploring
the universe of God
Day Camp for children who have completed grades K-5

2000 Bundy Avenue

July 16-20
9 a.m. to Noon
Games, Storytelling, Crafts, Snacks and Lots of fun songs!
This is a ministry of First Christian Church and there is no charge for this day camp. Registration limited to 40 children, on a first come, first served basis. Classes divided according to grade level.
To register, visit firstchristiannewcastle.org, print and complete the registration form and return it to
First Christian, 2000 Bundy Avenue by July 10. You may also pick up the registration form at First
Christian-call ahead before coming. The number for the church office is 765-529-2403.
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2018 Mission Trip Notes by Russ Gross
The youth of FCC recently traveled to Grand Rapids, Michigan, to participate in Week of
Hope, a weekly mission opportunity coordinated by Group Mission Trips, along with 70 other youth and adults from various locations in the Midwest and Northeast. Allison Nash,
Halie Schroeder, Corbin Madden, Isaac Madden, Chase Davis and Chloe Davis made the
trip, along with chaperones Russ Gross and Allison Madison.
Upon arrival on Sunday night, the youth and adults were assigned to one of 11 crews.
Corbin, Allison, Halie and Allison spent four days working in a depressed neighborhood,
helping build a fence, clearing out overgrowth on a community walking path and cleaning
up garbage. Isaac and Chloe worked with an assisted living facility, helping residents with
various projects and spending time with them. Chase helped out with a day camp at the host
church, conducting activities with the kids and even participating in a skit as Samson. Russ
worked with a group of five 12-year-olds at an equine center that uses horses for therapeutic
purposes. All worked hard throughout the week and were challenged to step outside of comfort zones.
Devotions and daily worship centered around Peter and his relationship with Jesus. The
theme of the week was "Grit" and we discussed what it took for Peter to develop from a simple fisherman to one of the leading apostles.
Our team would like to thank the congregation of First Christian Church for making it possible to make this trip. From monetary donations to boxed lunches and snacks for the drive to
Grand Rapids, we appreciate the support of the church. All involved thought that the trip
was life altering, and all have been challenged to identify opportunities to serve more locally.

Rev. Jerri Handy

Allison Nash, Chase Davis, Corbin Madden, Isaac Madden

Halie
Schroeder

Russ
Gross
Allison
Madison

Chloe
Davis

7

Eliza Madden

July Mission of the Month

The Guest House
1407 Walnut Street
New Castle, IN
Wish List
Donations of napkins, paper or Styrofoam plates, plasSumer
Robinson
tic cutlery, disposable
cups
Food items like bread, canned goods—just about any
food item would be helpful

Missionaries Melissa and Steve Gross visited us on
Sunday, July 1, 2018 to tell is about their efforts to
share the Good News with the people of Haiti. Steve Gross is the brother of Russ Gross. The Steve
Gross family is affiliated with the Cowman School.
In affiliation with One Mission Society, Cowman
International School is an English speaking school
in Mourne Rouge, Haiti just outside Cap-Haitien.
In the photo above you will find information on
how to help the Gross family. Please visit and like
their facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
cowmanschool/

Easy Ways to Contribute to First Christian
Church: Kroger Rewards and Amazon Smile
The Kroger Rewards program
offers a simple way to help FCC
-even if you live out of New
Castle! Register your Kroger
Plus card at Kroger.com. Look
under the Community tab and
then select Community Rewards. Our community number is 10583. Periodically they will ask you to update your information
so if you signed up earlier, please go to Kroger.com
to make sure you are still enrolled.
Do you know of more community rewards programs that
might benefit our congregation? If so, please share the
information with the church office.

Laundry soap
Dish Soap
Personal hygiene items for men
They also have several thrift shops at their location.
Proceeds from the thrift shops support their operating
expenses. Please visit the shops!

What is Amazon Smile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support First Christian Church every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to First Christian Church,
New
Castle,
Indiana!
simply
go
to smile.amazon.com from the web browser
on your computer or mobile device to make
a difference today!
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Stay Connected to our
Faith Community!
Share Our News with Others!
Please help First Christian spread the Good
News to others by inviting people to visit our
website, firstchristiannewcastle.org or sending
them a Facebook invitation. Another way to
share is to give them a printed copy of our
newsletter. We would love to mail a newsletter
to anyone interested in our fellowship. If you
know a former member that would like to hear
our news, please share their name and address
with the church office (phone 765-529-2403)
and a copy will be mailed to them. Make it a
goal to connect one person with our faith community during the month
of July! Thank you!

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

