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Reverent Reflections
Rev. Alecia Gross
Last night seven women circled around a table.

We opened up about the hurts on our hearts.
We shared the joys and excitements of our day-to-to lives.
We video chatted with an out-of-town friend.
And we dreamed together about how the church – specifically
OUR church – can help bring about wholeness and healing in a
broken and fragmented world.
Thursday evening at Women’s Coffee Talk – we discussed everything and nothing – from the mundane to the ridiculous – and
when we parted we felt as if we had experienced community in
its purest form.
You all are probably tired of hearing this, but I think community is what we are missing in this ever
-changing world of ours. In the midst of our tweets, and snaps, our Facebook rants and our succinct
texts – I often wonder if we are losing the ability to just sit and visit with one another. I wonder if in
this time when we can communicate in more ways than ever before if we are really feeling isolated
and alone underneath it all.
This is where I think church comes in. This is where I know that God comes in.
In so many places we are told that we are not enough – that we are not thin enough, smart enough,
organized enough. We receive messages over and over again that we are failing at this thing we call
life.
(Continued on Page 4)
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August 5-12-19-26
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

August Announcements
Mission of the Month: The Pregnancy Care Center
Sunday, August 5, Board Meeting after Worship Service
Sunday, August 19, 6:30 pm, Eversong in Concert to Benefit the Pregnancy Care
Center. Questions? Please contact Andy Hood. Event located in the Great Hall.
Youth Group for Grades 6-12 Resumes!
We know you have missed us.
We certainly have missed you.
August 12 and August 26,from 7-8:30 pm in the Youth Room downstairs. Join in
on the fun as we talk about big topics, laugh until our sides hurt, and share our
love of Jesus. Be there or be square (whatever that means) Text Pastor Alecia or
Allison Madison if you need a ride.
Messy Church for Children
Wednesday Aug 22, children from kindergarten through 5th grade (and their parents) will meet to create a fun meal, make a cool craft, and sing some danceworthy worship tunes. We are also inviting preschool families and families in our
neighborhood. Join us in the Great Hall at 6 p.m. to come together to be, to make,
to eat and the celebrate God. Messy + Church = Awesomeness
All-Church Pool Party
Saturday Aug. 25, Pastor Alecia and family are hosting a church-wide pool party
in honor of Jacob's 9th birthday. The festivities will be at the Henry County
YMCA from 2 to 4 p.m. Cake and drinks will be available for children and youth.
Everyone is welcome, gifts are not necessary. Feel free to invite friends.

Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. Psalm 68:19

(NIV)

Prayer Concerns:

Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Don Norris,
Gene West, David Williams, Melissa Reidhead and Family, Jim Bell and
Family, Eleanor Painter, Frank and Regina Weeden, Dennis Calvino,
Wayne Quigley, Wanda West, Peggy Monroe, Debby Weaver, Billie-Gay
Keith and Kent Keith, Chris and Debbie Fischer, Nancy Frakes, Tony
Young, Nic Simmons, Kathy Stegner, Dave Hickman, Phoenix Cross, The
Family and Friends of Joy Baase, Donald Joyce, Bob Fraley, Kelly Cronk,
Mel and Dee Igo, Terry Ewing
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie
Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila
Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Jane Comer
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family of Joyce A. “Joy” Baase age 96,
who went home to be with the Lord on Monday July 16, 2018. Joy’s service
was held at 2:00 p.m. Friday, July 20, in our beautiful sanctuary just as Joy desired. Joy’s favorite flowers in colors of pink and purple offered comfort to funeral atendees and reminded us of Joy’s joie de vivre. Rev. Alecia Gross officiated at the service and Pastor Paul Davis also participated. Burial followed in
South Mound cemetery.
She was born July 27, 1921 in Maryburough Queensland, Australia, a daughter
of the late Cecil and Florence Griggs, she married Ray Baase on November 8,
11944 in Brisbane, Australia during WWII, arrived in New Castle in April
1946 and made New Castle her home since.
Joy was an active member of First Christian Church for 50 years where she served in several areas of
ministry including being a Choir Member soloist, Deaconess, Sunday School Teacher and member of
the Bykota Sunday School Class.Joy was a charter member of the “Teapot club”, a war bride club that
formed in 1946.
She had been employed by Komfy Togs Garment Factory for many years and also for Reid Studio and
Walden Studio. Joy liked to sing gospel music, old hymns, praising God with her voice as a Testimony
of Her faith, she loved people an enjoyed sharing God’s love with them in song, word and deed. When
she sang solos she prayed to be a channel for Her God, who gave her a voice and she gave it back to
him. He was always there for her.
Left to cherish her loving memory include a sister-in-law Valery Griggs of Australia and many nieces,
nephews, cousins and close friend Lesley Reece. Over the years, five girls came into her life whose
parents shared them with her as daughters: Jane Kernel, Beth Curtis, Melissa Wallace, Sharon Branham and Sandy Wills (deceased).She was also preceded in death by her beloved husband, Ray Baase
in 1995, one sister Thelma Lumsden, four brothers, Less Griggs, Edwin Griggs, Colin Griggs and Cecil Griggs.
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(page 1 continued) But when we surround ourselves with loving community, we are
told that we are beautifully and wonderfully made, that the God who created the universe knows us by name. We are treasured. We are valued.
1 Peter 4:8-11 says this: “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over
a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who
speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength
God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be
the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.”
I think one of the greatest opportunities the church has is to notice those around us who
are feeling unloved and to welcome them in with genuine interest. Or to see people
who are hurting and take the time to listen to their story.
On Oct. 3 First Christian will host a sort of block party, a neighborhood meal with the
businesses that surround us. We will break bread together and connect to others who
live, work and pray all around us. We will connect. We will encourage relationships.
And together we will build community.
For we are stronger when we are together.
As we return to the rhythm of school and extracurricular activities, let us make a commitment to one another that we will continue to seek out opportunities to gather and
grow.

Walk For Life, Henry County Pregnancy Care Center
Andy, Jennifer, Eli and Ezra Hood are participating in the Walk for
Life on September 8 to raise money for the Henry County Pregnancy Care Center. They have a goal to raise $1,000. If 100
friends donate $10 they will reach their goal! Please let the Hoods
know if you can help them reach their goal.
The Henry County Pregnancy Care Center is a valuable community resource that offers help to women, children and families.
Thank you!
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In Remembrance
Members of First Christian Church gather each week around the communion table, reciting the
Eliza
words of Christ and participating in the sacred meal ‘in remembrance” of
Jesus.Madden
That gift has
been handed down generation to generation.
As we recall the names of those who have died, our minds are filled with precious memories.
We are their legacy, and much of what we have-in both material and non-material things-have
been handed down to us from them. But what will we hand down to those who follow? How will
we be remembered? Will we leave more than an empty spot in the pew?
As you plan for the distribution of your assets at your death, consider a charitable bequest to
First Christian Church. This is one way your faith can be transferred to the next generation. This,
and other types of planned gifts, can undergird our congregation’s ministry in perpetuity, providing resources that will allow future generations of Disciples to worship, serve others and continue the vital ministries of the church.
Christians can also use their estates to demonstrate one final act of stewardship. Our possessions
Sumer Robinson
are gifts from God, and God has intended for us to use them wisely throughout
our lifetimes.
Through our estate plans, we can provide for our loved ones while also making a faithful distribution back to God to further God’s work. We will be remembered by our giving.
Please remember the church in your will.

Dan’s Fish Fry
here at the church
SEPTEMBER 13

It takes many volunteers to have a successful fundraising
event and our fish fry fundraiser event Co-Chairs, Gene and
Julie Bundy, are once again putting out the call for people to
step up and help!
The event date is Thursday, September 13 from 4-7 pm.
Please pick up a publicity flyer in the narthex and hang it at
your workplace or in a public building. Tickets will be available on Sunday, August 12th and we ask that each and everyone
of you sell/buy tickets. If each adult member could sell ten or
more tickets, we can increase our sales over last year.
There are many jobs that need to be filled such as fish breaders, set-up and clean-up help, dessert bakers and shelterhouse
preparation. Please consider taking a vacation day from work
if you can to help our church family with this big event.
Gene and Julie will be in the Narthex with sign up sheets, tickets, etc. on Sunday, August 12. Please stop and sign up!
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Photos from Day Camp 2018 July 16-20
Inside Out, Exploring the Universe of God

Logan Nash
Corbin Madden

Creative Kids!

Kelsie and Haley Dunn

Weston
Whelchel
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Please Keep Us Updated!
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved one contact the church office so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a Pastoral visit, please contact the church office.
When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or
prayer chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.

Dear Scholarship Committee,
It is an honor to have received the First Christian Church scholarship. I greatly appreciate
it. Next fall I will be attending DePauw University. I will be applying this towards my college expenses. Thank you for your support and generosity.
Olivia Neal

I enjoyed the Mission Trip and Camp. Thanks for the support. Chase Davis

Scholarship Committee,
I am honored to be the recipient of the First Christian Church scholarship. I truly appreciate the church’s generosity and the scholarship will unquestionably help me in the coming
school year. Further, the award will better position me to achieve my long term goals. It is
truly a rewarding feeling to have been selected for this scholarship. Again, thank you and I
look forward to working hard. Best, Hank Neal

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 New International Version (NIV)
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A taste of heaven
When an admirer asked renowned pianist Vladmir Horowitz how he could
play so beautifully, he’s said to have replied that anyone could play the
notes, but the true music lay in the pauses between them. The same can be
said of life.
Rabbi Evan Moffic (Shalom for the Heart) writes, “It is in the pauses —
the rests, the spaces in between — that meaning is made and that holiness
is felt.” Nowadays we keep so busy there’s hardly a pause or space in our
day.
“But that’s not the way God created us [or] the world,” Moffic continues.
“God worked, then rested. God created, then paused. … Thus, our Sabbath
is the day when we can marvel at the beauty of the world God created. It is
the day we enjoy what the ancient sages called ‘a taste of heaven.’ It is a
day when we stop thinking about the what of life and remind ourselves of
the why of life.”

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

