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Reverent Reflections by Rev. Alecia Gross
Corinthians 12: 4 says “There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit distributes them.” I have been thinking about this
scripture a lot this week.
My daughter is graduating tomorrow from high school and preparing for college in the fall. She is fretting a little about what
her future will hold – how to turn the gifts and talents God has
given her into the most fruitful life possible. I have full confidence that she will succeed in doing so.
What about us as a church? What about us as individual members of the church? What are our gifts and graces?

Rev. Alecia Gross

As part of the process of receiving a $30,000 match grant from
the Center for Congregations – I will be asking as many of you
as possible to chat with me about your talents, your passions,
your interests. For we all have abundant gifts from God.
My gift may not be cooking or sewing, but I am skilled at managing lots of children and speaking in
public. Maybe you are gifted at organizing closets and writing letters. My gifts are not any better than
yours – or vice versa. Together we add our abilities to strengthening the Body of Christ.
I think all too often I focus on the things I don’t have – and end up convincing myself that somehow I
have fallen short. But that is simply not the case!
As individuals and as the church we need to lead with our best, accentuate our positives, and see ourselves in a hope-filled light.
I am not sure where my daughter’s path may lead in the next few years, just as we cannot see completely the path where God is leading this church. But in both cases, I see the tremendous potential
and have utmost faith that God has a plan and a purpose in mind.
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June 3-10-17-24
9:00 am Sunday School,
10:00 am Worship Service
No Board Meeting in June. The next Board
meeting is July 1 at 11:15 a.m. in the Fellowship
Lounge
June 3, 3:00 pm: Church Service at The Waters.
June 7, Ladies Coffee Talk, meet at the church
at 5:30 pm.
June 13, Men’s Fellowship. Work session at
5:00 pm.
June 20, Long Range Planning team meets at
6:30 pm.
June 29 and 30, Rummage Sale! Please donate
your clean, unused items. Place items in the
Shelter House. We’re sorry, we cannot accept
TVs that are not digital (cable ready) and old
electronics such as old computers and printers.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!

You’ve got mail!
“What a wonderful thing is the mail,” someone has said, “capable of conveying
across continents a warm human hand-clasp.” I remember the excitement of getting an “aerogram” from a grade-school pen pal in Sweden, or a letter from Mom
when I was in college. How different from the instantaneous, typed messages we
send today.
Can you imagine, then, how meaningful the letters of Paul, Peter and other apostles were to early Christians? Painstakingly handwritten, carefully delivered by a
courier or friend — so different from emails, texts and even postal delivery! Think
how elated the recipients must have been to read warm greetings, news from afar,
teachings, even reprimands — and then words such as these: “My love be with
you all in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians 16:24, ESV).
The next time you read or hear a New Testament letter, imagine a time when such
communication was rare and precious. Hear the writer’s words — which are also
God’s words to you — from that perspective, and hold them fast.
—Heidi Mann

Prayer Concerns: Doug Wimer and Family, Shirley and Les 3
Abbott, The McKinley Family, Carolyn Riley and her Husband, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodlebrink,
Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Don
Norris, Gene West, David Williams, Melissa Reidhead and
Family, Jim Bell and Family, Eleanor Painter, Frank and Regina Weeden, Anna Quigley, Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley,
Wanda West, Jeanie Jones, Claudia Jackson, Charles Owens,
Ronald Long, Peggy Monroe, Carolyn Eversole, Gracie Gregory, Lori Gully, Mike Kamm, Debby Weaver, Billie-Gay Keith and Kent Keith, Ellen Bergum, Chris and Debbie Fischer, Mary Anne Howard, Gary Sullivan, The Family of John
Clark, Nancy Frakes, Tim Holloway
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Joy
Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie
Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John
and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol
Inman, Ima Coe Wirth, Jane Comer

A prayer for families
Heavenly Father, we come as your children to praise
you for putting us into families. Thank you for the
love and nourishment we’ve received — and been
blessed to give. We confess our need for your daily
forgiveness and guidance in our families. Please
grant harmony in our homes and help us always show respect and love
for one another. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Thank You Notes!
To the Youth of First Christian Church,
Thank you so much for the gift bags for our clients. I
know they will be excited and thankful that you
thought of them.
Thanks again and God bless each one.

June 17, 2018

Sincere Regards,
Janet Modjeski
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Eliza Madden

Sumer Robinson

Kids—Invite your Friends to our Day Camp!

Inside Out-Exploring the Universe of God!
9:00 am until Noon, July 16-20
Ages 3-11 (classes divided by age group)
First Christian Church, 2000 Bundy Avenue
water balloons, relay races,
chalk art, Bible verses and lots of Fun songs
Everyone must register by July 10th.
The registration form is available at
firstchristiannewcastle.org
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Our 2018
High School
Graduates were
honored on
May 27
Left to Right:
Allison Marie Nash,
graduated from the
Indiana Academy, Rev. Alecia Gross; Alyssa Lynn
Thrasher, graduated from
New Castle High School;
Olivia Josephine Neal, graduated from New Castle High
School. Beautiful personalized Bibles were presented
to each. (bottom left)
Congratulations to all three
young ladies!
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June
24-29
Grand Rapids,
Michigan
June Mission of the Month

Eight people from First Christian Church will travel to Grand Rapids,
Michigan to serve others on June 24-29, 2018. One of the team’s projects
is to help the local Ronald McDonald house. To fulfill this service, the
team requests donations of toiletry items for the house. If you are able and
willing to donate, please place your items in the bin in the Narthex.
Other possible service projects the team will participate in could include:
Assisting a neighborhood association by landscaping, painting, cleaning, clearing alleys, working with residents that are shut-ins (seniors that
are ill or recovering), and low income persons/families.
Serving at an assisted living facility doing yard work (mulching,
weeding, planting flowers), playing games and visiting with residents.
Building relationships with kids in the community by playing indoor
and outdoor games, making crafts and going on afternoon off site field trips
together.
FCC will commission our Mission Team as part of our Worship hour on
June 24th. A commissioning litany is important for both the Mission Team
members and the congregation. It will serve to reaffirm our commitment to
each other, and it will provide a time to rejoice and give thanks together
before the Mission Team leaves for the field.
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Scholarships Awarded
The Samuel A. and Dorothy V Hall and the Vivian and Frances Shough scholarships were recently awarded by the Scholarship Committee. Each year up to five $500 awards may be given.
This year, there were five recipients. Students receiving awards are: Madison Cross, Allison
Nash, Alexa Madden, Olivia Neal, Hank Neal.
Some of the the requirements to receive the scholarship are as follows:
The recipient must be of good character and an active member of the First Christian Church.
(Should have attended Sunday morning services at least 50% of the time during the previous
year.)
The recipient must have been accepted by an accredited institution of learning prior to submitting
an application.
A board consisting of the Senior Minister, Chair of Elders and one other Elder will choose recipient of the annual scholarship. The person chosen should work to further and disseminate CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES in our world.

Women’s fellowship time during Allison Renner’s wedding shower!

& Bake Sale
June 29 and 30
At the Shelter House
Your help is needed to make our annual
Faith Fund fundraiser a success!
Shelly Dickerson, Chair of the Rummage Sale Fundraiser, has put out a
call for helpers and items to sell in our rummage sale. Donations of items
are being taken now. We also need for you to shop the sale, put up posters
and invite all your friends. The money goes to help fulfill the Faith Fund
line in the church income budget. The funds are used to pay the general
expenses of the church and they are very necessary to our ministries.
Lots of Miscellaneous items are needed but we’d love items that would
bring a good price such as smaller furniture, videos, glassware, holiday
decorations, books, antiques, yard and garden items and other bigger ticket items! We also accept good, clean clothing with no holes, stains or
missing buttons. Unfortunately, we cannot accept televisions that are not
digital (cable ready) and old electronics as we must pay a disposal fee if
the items do not sell.
Volunteers are needed now to begin marking and sorting the items. Cash
donations are always very much appreciated and any monetary donations
will contribute directly to the sale’s profits. We’d like to find a sponsor for
the ad in the Courtier Times newspaper. This expense is approximately
$50.
As you can see, this fundraiser requires the help of the whole congregations to be successful. The great thing is that it is a wonderful time of fellowship! We encourage all of you to be involved in some fashion!
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Marty Weaver leads the outdoor Worship service on May 20, 2018

Men at work on the Foster’s Closet
ministry

Volunteers are so important! Shelly Dickerson set up the chairs for our outdoor Worship service. Thank you, Shelly!
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