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Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
Romans 6:4 (NRSV)
Last Spring as I began preparing for our move to New Castle, I dug up hundreds of bulbs from the flowerbeds at the home we were leaving. With great
intentions, I carefully placed each bulb in a bucket – ready to be transplanted to the parsonage landscape.
But every time I would journey to New Castle, the rains would pour down
and thwart my plans. Week after week, I postponed digging into the earth
and safely nestling the bulbs in its protective soil. Life got in the way.

Rev. Alecia
Gross

By the time I finally planted the tulips, daffodils and lilies from our old place of comfort into the land where
we were going, I wasn’t sure if there was any life left within them. I feared I had waited too long, gotten distracted once too often, missed my opportunity to experience rebirth.
Yet last week when I walked outside my front door – the fragile shoots of green were bursting forth from
barren ground. The seeds I had planted had taken root and began to bring forth new life. Despite all the ways
I had fallen short, Creation and our Creator had still found a way to burst forth.
Do you ever feel discouraged? Like you have fallen short or missed your opportunity? Take heart, because
even in those things that seem lost beyond repair – new life, rebirth, resurrection is still possible.
We are Easter people. Living in Easter days. We know the story of how the stone was rolled away – how
death was not the final answer, how love and life persisted, persevered. (continued on page 4)
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March 28
Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am
Men’s Group Painting Session at the church. Helpers needed, 5:30 pm
March 30-Good Friday
Prayer Vigil begins at Noon
Good Friday Service begins at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary
March 31, Holy Saturday
Prayer Vigil ends at Noon

April 1, EASTER SUNDAY
INVITE SOMEONE TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF EASTER WITH YOU!
Easter Sunday Breakfast begins at 8:30 am and continues until the beginning of Worship service at 10:00
am. The breakfast will be open house style. There will be biscuits and gravy, breakfast casserole, sweet
rolls and muffins, yogurt parfaits, etc. To drink, there will be coffee, orange juice, and milk.
Sunday School is from 9-10 am
Worship Service begins at 10 am
Easter Egg Hunt right after Worship Service
If you ordered an Easter lily, please take it home after Worship service
Communion Ministry at The Waters on Easter Sunday at 3 pm
April 5
6:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Fellowship Lounge
April 8
Baptism Sunday-a day of JOY! Join us to welcome our new members!
Board Meeting after Worship
April 8 and April 22
Youth Group from 7-8:30 pm at the church
April 13 and 14
Wedding Rehearsal and Wedding at the Church
April 19, Renaissance Child Spring Program at 6:30 pm, Great Hall
April 20, Friday Night Faith for grades 1-5
6:30-8 pm at the church
April 22
Earth Day with Special Activities during Worship service
April 25
Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am
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Eliza Madden

Sumer Robinson

Hosanna to the King! Young worshippers gather on Palm Sunday

APRIL FOCUS
HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
Speak with Tami Eversole for details on how
you can help make a real
difference to a family
that needs a home!

Communion Prep and Clean Up
April-Don and Sherry Denney
May-Jane Kissane
June-Gene and Julie Bundy

With happy voices ringing,
thy children, Lord, appear,
their joyous praises bringing
in anthems sweet and clear.
For skies of golden splendor,
for azure rolling sea,
for blossoms sweet and tender,
O Lord, we worship thee. William Tarant

Reverent Reflections, continued from page 1
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And still sometimes we forget – that no matter how dark the days may seem, or how slim the
chances appear at first glance – our God is a God of victory and vitality. Our God lives and
works and moves among us bringing forth life in those places we thought were beyond all
hope.
Sometimes I get in such a hurry going about my daily routines that I forget this. Sometimes I
feel so weighed down by all of the violence and corruption and brokenness of our world that
I get discouraged. But when I step outside my door and pause to really look at what is right
in front of me, I notice that in big and small ways God’s majesty and sovereignty are overcoming the death dealing ways of the world we live in.
God is making all things new according to his plan and purpose. We must remain patient and
faithful, waiting for his perfect timing until the blooms begin to spring forth around us.
May you be blessed,
Pastor Alecia

April 22, 2018

Join us for Worship on Earth Day
Sunday, April 22, 2018
Praising the beauty of God's creation is an essential part of our ongoing faith journey and
worship experience. Our Worship service on
Earth Day will focus on the world we live in
and how we impact it. At the end of the Worship
hour, we will go outside to plant a tree in our
church yard. Our benediction will take place
outside after the tree planting.

Youth Mission Trip News
Mission Team Chairperson, Russ Gross, reports that six youth and two adults have registered for the
summer mission trip to help Week of Hope in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The trip dates are June 24th
through June 29th. The team still needs to fundraise approximately $900 for the registration fees. They
will also have other expenses such as gas. The team plans to have a fundraiser before the trip. You may
also mail a check or place one in the offering plate marked “Mission Trip” to contribute. All donations
are appreciated. Mission trips help youth grow in their relationship with God and their fellow man. A
short-term trip can foster long-term good!

“Easter is the soul’s first taste of
spring.”
—Richelle Goodrich
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Change agents
A cartoon depicts a man at a podium firing up a crowd. “Who wants change?” he shouts.
You can almost hear the excitement and urgency. “We do!” the listeners cry, all raising
their hands.
But the next frame features a follow-up question: “Who wants to change?” The audience
is silent and somber, with their hands down.
The gospel Jesus announced and lived out promises monumental change: life instead of
death, healing from sickness, hope to replace despair, peace and justice instead of war
and oppression. Although God could wave his hand and make the world perfect, he
chooses to work through humans. That means we must be willing to change too.
Change can be scary, but God’s newness will so transform the world — and us — that
we’ll never miss our old, broken reality.
—Heidi Mann
Pastor’s Bible Study to focus
on the Book of Acts
How Did the Church Begin?

Beginning Sunday, April 8, 2018,
Pastor Alecia will lead a six-week
Bible study based on the book of
Acts.

Summer means
CHURCH CAMP!
Save $25
Register before May 15th
Details here:

http://indianadisciples.org/commissions/
commission-on-faith-formation/

The class is open to all and meets
at 9 o’clock each Sunday in the
Keystone Lookout Conference
Room located off the main hallway.
Let’s learn and grow together!
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It is a long-standing tradition here at
FCC to hold a prayer vigil beginning on
Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday. The Elders of our church take the
lead in organizing and monitoring the
vigil during the 24 hour time period. The
word "vigil" comes from the Latin word
vigilia meaning wakefulness. It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on
the Lord that our members are being asked to sign up for a time to pray in
the chapel. There are still slots open. The time is from Noon on Good Friday (March 30) until Noon on Holy Saturday (March 31). Please call the
church office for available time slots. The telephone number is 765-5292403. Please leave a message if there is no answer. Please call by four
p.m. Thursday, March 29. Let us join with all the Saints gone before us to
continue this sacred tradition.

Easter Memorial Gifts
Each year at Easter, the most holy time of the church
year, we have the opportunity to honor and/or remember
our loved ones. Easter lily orders are being taken by the
church office and the flowers will decorate the chancel
on Easter morning. The names of those honored or remembered are listed in the
Easter Sunday bulletin. We also have the opportunity to make a monetary donation to the Memorial Fund of F.C.C. to honor and remember loved ones. These
monetary donations are also listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin.
At the time of this writing, the names of those being remembered with a lily are:
Joseph Clampitt, Grant Madden, Greg Ayres, Paul Ayres, Richard Keith, John
Keith, Nancy Lindsey, Margaret Paul, Margaret Pyle, Alberta Riley, Francis Riley,
Gerald Riley, Gene Rhoades, Herbert and Ellen Jackson, Fred and Ercelle McGinnis, Richard Jackson. Jesse and Margaret Adams donated two lilies in remembrance of all the beautiful people of FCC that have went to heaven.
Those being honored/remembered with a donation to the Memorial fund are: Violet and Harry Wells, Julie Wells, Dot Berkey
Please call the church office before 4 pm on Wednesday, March 28th if you would like to remember or honor your
loved one. We will do our best to add your remembrance to the listing. Lilies are ten dollars each. If you choose to
contribute to the Memorial fund without purchasing a flower, you may donate an amount of your choosing.
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“The point is not
to pay back
kindness but
to pass it on.”
—Julia Alvarez
“Make a joyful
noise to the
LORD, all the
earth; break forth
into joyous song”
(Psalm 98:4, ESV)
Acolyte, Zoey Dickerson, lights
the candles on Palm Sunday
Spring Cleaning Means it is Time to
Gather Your Items for Our Church Rummage Sale!
As you are cleaning closets, drawers and garages, please place items aside to
donate to FCC’s rummage sale. Last year our rummage sales brought in approximately $2000 for the Faith Fund line in the income budget. For the past
few years, the congregation has committed to raising funds to bridge the gap
between income and expenses. When we voted (in December 2017) to approve
the budget, we committed our support to the fundraisers held throughout the
year. Donating your clean, good quality items is a great way to help. This year
Shelly Dickerson has agreed to chair the rummage sale. The date of the sale is
still being determined but most likely it will be in June. Please gather your
items and set them aside until Shelly announces that they may be brought to
the church. Sorry, we are unable to accept old TVs (ones that are not cable
ready will not sell) or old computers/technology. Thanks in advance for your
donations and service; your help is very much appreciated!

Applications being taken for Hall and Shough Scholarships
Submission Deadline is April 30th
Each year up to five scholarships of $500 each can be awarded to select members of First Christian Church. The scholarship recipients are chosen by a threeperson committee that includes the minister and an elder. An application must
be completed by April 30, 2018. Please visit firstchristiannewcastle.org for an
application.
Requirements to Apply:
The recipient must be of good character and an active member of First Christian Church with a record of regular attendance. If the student is away at school,
attendance at a church close to the school may be accepted.
The recipient must have been accepted by an accredited institution of higher
learning prior to making an application for this grant. Funds are paid directly to
the school. A tuition bill must submitted to the church office.

FCC’s Easter Offering will be
taken during the month of
April. You will find envelopes
in your box of tithing envelopes, in the pew holders and
in your Sunday bulletin.
These donations benefit the
ministries of First Christian
Church. Help us reach out to
our community and the
world.

“Be who God meant you to be and you will
set the world on fire.”
—St. Catherine of Siena
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer Concerns: Peggy Monroe, Donna Stephens, Jeanne Reyman, The Poindexter Family,
Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler,
Jace Griffin, Don Norris, Gene West, David Williams, Virginia Howard and Family, Melissa
Reidhead and Family, CJ and Leanna Smith, Jim Bell and Family, Jacob Gregory, Eleanor Painter,
Frank and Regina Weeden, Anna Quigley, Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley, Wanda West, Jeanie
Jones, Charles Owens, Claudia Jackson, Mike Werking and Family, Charles Owens, Ronald Long
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee
Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul,
Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty
Yergin, Pat Sibert, JoAnne Privett, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Ima Coe
Wirth, Jane Comer

Jim Bell is home recovering after
open heart surgery. Jim’s address
is 900 Jeanette Lane, New Castle.
Summer Whelchel is home resting
and recovering after surgery. Summer’s address is 2710 South 14th
Street, New Castle.
Numbers 6:24-26 May the Lord
bless you and protect you. May the
Lord smile on you and be gracious
to you. May the Lord show you his
favor and give you his peace.’

Our true power source
The story is told of someone who plugged a power strip into itself and then couldn’t understand why the system
wouldn’t turn on! We get a kick out of such tales, yet how often do we try to “power” our own lives? We frequently think we need to be the source of our own strength, joy, peace, energy and wisdom.
Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within ourselves — or in any human being or earthly circumstance, object or
philosophy. Rather, calling himself the good shepherd, Jesus says, “I have come that [my sheep] may have life,
and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). b
We don’t access that abundant life by “plugging into” ourselves. Instead, Jesus invites us to plug into his power
— and joy, peace, hope, truth — through prayer and Scripture, worship and service, fellowship with other
Christians and the beauty of God’s world.

Ladies Fellowship
Coffee Talk, April 5th
6:00 –7:00 pm
Fellowship Lounge
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Join us for prayer, discussion and sharing
of the Word. Join us as we encourage,

Left to Right: Alberta
Hughes,
Jan Lindsey, Christi Jones

comfort, and edify one another.

Hot Coffee
Warm, heartfelt hospitality!

Please Keep Us Updated! If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved
one contact the church office so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another
need that requires a Pastoral visit, please contact the church office.
When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or
prayer chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.
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