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Great news! by Rev. Alecia Gross
First Christian Church has been selected for a matching Grant from Center for Congregations.
The purpose of this grant is to engage in ministry with our community to meet a specific need. Depending on how we decide to structure the new ministry initiative, we can receive up to $30,000 in
Matching Funds.
The Community Ministry Grant program (CMG) is an education and matching grant program designed to help Indiana congregations engage in mutual ministry with their chosen community. Ministry beyond our four walls, or community ministry, is on the hearts of many congregations today.
There are a variety of ways to do community ministry. Extending charity to our neighbors is one vital
form of community ministry. Another is working on political issues that impact our neighbors. Yet
another, doing ministry with (not for) people in the community is emerging as a vibrant way to move
beyond the four walls of the congregation. Often referred to as “mutual ministry,” this form of outAlecia Gross
reach depends on building friendships and collaborative support between Rev.
our congregation
and those
we seek to serve.
The Community Ministry initiative is an opportunity for 31 Indiana congregations to create new or
expanded community ministry programs using the mutual ministry approach. It is made possible by
funding from Lilly Endowment.
During a nine-month training process, team members will learn how to:
o Listen effectively to our chosen community to identify assets, passions and needs.
o Listen to our congregation so we are engaged and committed to the new ministry.
o Find ways to integrate the strengths and passions of our congregation with the strengths, passions
and needs of the community to create a new mutual ministry program.
Some samples of possible mutual ministry programs include: job training, school mentoring, English
as a Second Language classes, prison ministry, community gardens, single parent support groups, and
help for families with disabilities.
Our current idea is to find ways to support and encourage families that are raising children who are
not their own (foster parents, grandparents, relatives), but this idea can change as we participate in the
sessions.
Pastor Alecia, Julie Bundy and Azure Cross have agreed to serve as the core group to attend trainings
– but everyone in the congregation will have a key role in making this initiative a success. The orientation training is on May 17 in Indianapolis, look for more details following that date.

2

MAY 2018
May 6-13-20-27
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service

May 2: Children and youth meet at the church at 4 pm to deliver gift bags to the
Pregnancy Care Center
May 3: Ladies’ Coffee Talk, 6 pm. All ladies and girls of the church are invited to a
WEDDING SHOWER for Allison Renner during our Coffee Talk gathering! Let’s
meet together for good food and fun fellowship as we shower Allison with our love
and best wishes!
May 6: Board meeting after Worship. Church services at local health care facilities. Volunteers needed for these. Two pm at Glen Oaks and Three pm at The Waters. Mission Trip Meeting at 6pm. Youth Group meets at 7 pm with a belated Cinco de Mayo Festival! There will be games and music with a focus on Mexico. Youth,
please come and make sure to bring a friend!
May 9: Men’s Group meets at 5:00 pm to build clothes racks.
May 13: Mother’s Day Celebration: Attention Singers: we plan a pick-up choir during the Worship hour. This means that we practice a familiar hymn at 9:00 am and
sing it as a choir during the Worship hour. Won’t you lend your voice? Questions?
Please see Marty Weaver for all the details.
May 16: Long Range Planning Committee will meet at 6:30 pm. Talk to Don Denney to hear more about it.
May 17: Center for Congregations training session.
May 18: Friday Night Faith for grades K-6 beginning at 6:30 pm and going until 8
pm. We’ll practice songs for the outdoor worship service and learn how to pray in
color.
May 20: OUTSIDE WORSHIP SERVICE: weather permitting! Let’s worship God in
nature and experience the joy and beauty of God’s creation! Make sure to wear red
to commemorate Pentecost Sunday. Dress for comfort and meet at the Shelter
house. After Worship, we will enjoy the Recipe Exchange Meal. Gene and Julie
Bundy are in charge of the meal and can answer all questions! Youth Group will
meet at 7:00 pm,
May 23: Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am. Renaissance Child
Learning Center Award Night in the Sanctuary beginning at 6:30 pm.
May 27: GRADUATION SUNDAY: Calling all GRADUATES and their families! During Worship we will honor our graduates. Don’t miss this special day

Prayer Concerns: Peggy Monroe, Donna Stephens, Jeanne 3
Reyman, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin,
Don Norris, Gene West, David Williams, Melissa Reidhead
and Family, Jim Bell, Eleanor Painter, Frank and Regina
Weeden, Anna Quigley, Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley,
Wanda West, Jeanie Jones, Charles Owens, Claudia Jackson,
Charles Owens, Ronald Long, The Family of Kathy Moore,
The Family of Warner Heckley, Carolyn Eversole, Gracie
Gregory, Lori Gully, Mike Kamm, Chris and Debbie Fischer
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Joy
Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie
Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John
and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, JoAnne Privett, Janice Halphin, Sharleen
Heckley, Carol Inman, Ima Coe Wirth, Jane Comer

We offer our condolences to the family of Warner
Heckley who passed away on April 6. Warner was
a beloved member of our congregation and was always willing to lend a hand and a kind word. Warner is survived by his wife Sharleen and two children, Brian Heckley and Laura Heckley Dolence.
He was a proud grandfather of Emlyn, Hannah, Sophia and Christine. He also was like a grandfather
to Noah Laramer. The funeral service was conducted at Hinsey Brown Funeral Home with the Rev.
Alecia Gross officiating.

Thank You Notes!
FCC Family,
Thanks so much for all of the prayers, cards and calls that you have made while Jim is recovering from heart surgery. Also, thanks to Pastor Alecia for her visit in the hospital. Jim is doing well and looking forward to coming back and playing the drums.
Love,
Jim and Tracey
Thank you for your recent gift of $620 to CWS Blankets and Tools! Your gift provides
warmth and comfort to neighbors in need around the corner and around the world! We appreciate your generosity!
In Peace,
Heather Wilson CWS
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Friday Night Faith News -A Program for Elementary Age Children
During our April Friday Night Faith gathering, our elementary children (and a couple of little helpers) talked
about the care and beauty of our earth. They took scrap paper from the recycle bin, shredded it, soaked it in
hot water, ran it through a blender and molded it into fun shapes with sunflower seeds inside. Then the children made cards for our church attendees and gifted them with the homemade seed paper as part of our congregation’s Earth Day celebration.
The next meeting of Friday Night Faith is May 18 from 6:30 to 8 for all elementary age children.

High School Youth Group Happenings
FCC Middle and High School students are trying to get in the groove of meeting twice a month. During our
most recent gathering we formed a Green Chalice committee (see article on page 9), created care packages
for the moms at the Pregnancy Care Center, and we started a Pen Pal program with our church members who
are retirement age and older.
The care packages contained small gifts to pamper the moms as they are experiencing pregnancy or caring for
young children. Items like salon-quality shampoo, conditioner and styling product were lovingly wrapped
with cards signed by all of the teens gathered. They (and any one else who would like to join us) will meet at
the church at 4 p.m. on May 2 to deliver these packages.
The teens are excited about our new Pen Pal program. They selected retired members of our congregation –
who they knew well, or who they didn’t know well – but wanted to know better. Together we refreshed our
memories on how to address envelopes, fold stationary and write a letter of introduction. With all of our electronic communications, some of us were a bit out of practice! It is our hope that this will deepen relationships
across the generations and help foster lasting friendships. If anyone age 65 and up would like a teenage Pen
Pal, please let Pastor Alecia know.
The next Youth Group meeting is May 6 at 7 p.m. We will host a belated Cinco de Mayo celebration, share
food, songs and art from Mexico and learn about how God is working in that country.

Let the Earth Day celebration continue by getting out
in nature. A study published in Proceedings of the
National Academy of Science, found that people who
walked for 90 minutes in a natural area, as opposed
to participants who walked in a high-traffic urban
setting, showed decreased activity in a region of the
brain associated with a key factor in depression.
But more than half of the world’s population lives in
urban settings. As urbanization and disconnection
from nature have grown dramatically, so have mental
disorders such as depression. City dwellers have 20
percent higher risk of mood disorders a compared to
people in rural areas. People born and raised in cities
are twice as likely to develop schizophrenia than
county folks.It is up to us to educate everyone about the healing properties of God’s creation. As part of this
effort – join us on May 20 for our Outdoor Worship service.

May 20 at the Shelter House
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Fun Times Ahead-Day Camp Dates Announced
Water balloons, relay races, chalk art, Bible verses and
lots of fun songs.
Eliza Madden
July 16-20 we will host a Day Camp for students
ages 3-11 here on our grounds.
Our theme for the week is Inside Out, exploring the
universe of God. Camp will run from 9 a.m. to noon each day with classes divided according to age
group.
We will need lots of volunteers – to make and serve snacks, help with crafts, organize games and lead our
Bible lessons. Volunteer sign up sheets will be in the bulletins later this month.
Invite your grandkids, your neighbors, even your grandkids’ neighbors – but join us this summer for a
rollicking good time. Questions? Please contact Pastor Alecia.

Sumer Robinson
RECIPE EXCHANGE LUNCHEON,
MAY, 20
It is finally Spring. The flowers are popping up, the
birds are singing and we are planning a Recipe Exchange Luncheon on May 20 following the outdoor
church service.
How does it work?
You make and bring one of your favorite recipes to
share. You also bring 20 copies of that recipe. For a
charge of $5.00 per person, you can partake of any or
all of the recipes and you can pick up copies of the
recipes that you like. It is a lot of fun and you get to
try a lot of different dishes. We will provide drinks and table service.
Why do we charge $5.00 per person?
This is a fund raiser to help defer some of our costs associated with the Fish Fry in the Fall. We
use the money to buy paper goods, drinks, beans and coleslaw. The more we make with the
Recipe Exchange Luncheon, the better our profit is on the Fish Fry.
So get out those recipe boxes and decide now which one you will bring on May 20.
Questions?
See Gene or Julie Bundy.

THURSDAY
MAY 3th
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Allison and Olivia’s families would like to invite the
congregation of First Christian to their respective
open house events. Please see the invitations
for all the details!

Psalm 16:7-9
7 I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. 8 I keep my eyes
always on the LORD. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 9 Therefore my heart is glad
and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure,

Please take a moment to review your giving to see if your pledge is up to date. Contributing your pledge in
a timely manner helps FCC to pay our financial obligations as they become due. If you are unsure about
your status, give Sherry a call at 529-2403 and she can answer any questions that you may have about your
giving record. A contribution report can be printed for you at any time!

May Mission of the Month

The Salvation Army
Join us in Worship service
during the month of May as
Marty Weaver brings us
news of our local Salvation
Army. We will explore together how we can be of service to them as they work to
help those in need.
A Prayer for May
Loving God, thank you for all the
women who’ve shown me your
grace and brought peace and joy
into my life. Amen.

As you do your Spring Cleaning, save your unwanted items
for our annual rummage sale!
The date of the sale will be announced soon.
Shelly Dickerson or Sherry
Denney will be happy to answer your Rummage Sale
questions.
The rummage sale is a Faith
Fund fundraiser. Please help!
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High School Youth Group Members Sign Green Chalice Agreement

Green Chalice is a partnership of Creation Care ministry of Disciples Home Missions and the Christian Church in Kentucky. Their mission is to connect Christian faith, spiritual practice, and creation
consciousness in order to demonstrate the fullness of God’s shalom.
Congregations who would like to take part in this movement are asked to form a Green Team, sign
a Green Chalice Covenant, and make at least three changes to demonstrate the congregation’s commitment to caring for God’s creation.
During our most recent youth group, our teens read the covenant and signed its agreement. They
also made plans to serve as a Green team for our congregation. We have already made several
changes that qualify for membership as a Green Chalice church: we planted a tree, switched out our
lights bulbs to more energy efficient ones, and have an on-site recycling program. One of the next
steps the teens discussed is finding a more earth-friendly alternative to Styrofoam cups for our coffee hour – perhaps with biodegradable paper cup and cardboard rings. They are looking into the cost
associated with making such a change and then plan to make a recommendation to the church Board
once their research is completed.
If any adults would like to join the Green team, please see Pastor Alecia or Allison Renner

Wear Red on May 20 to
Celebrate Pentecost Sunday
Pentecost is a Christian holy day that celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit 40 days
after Easter. Some Christian denominations
consider it the birthday of the Christian
church and celebrate it as such.
The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other tongues [a] as the Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)
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ECO TIPS!
Cut down on all water use.
Turn off the faucet while you’re brushing your
teeth; only wash full loads of laundry (in cold water—it saves energy); start to drink tap water instead of bottled; try washing dishes by hand a few
days a week; scrape rather than rinse dishes before
loading into the dishwasher; keep a pitcher of water in the fridge as opposed to letting the faucet run
until it’s cold.

Our children plant a tree for
EARTH DAY on April 22. The
tree was dedicated to future generations

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

Ditch the coffee stirrer.
According to 50 Ways to Help, Americans toss
138 billion straws and stirrers yearly. A clever alternative: Put your sugar and milk in first, and then
pour in the coffee— this should make it well
mixed.
Small things can make a BIG difference!

