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The Christian Builder 

Reverent Reflections 

by Reverend Alecia Gross 

 

March 1 is my mother’s birthday. This date always seems to sneak up on me. With 

February being a bit shorter – the flipping of the calendar catches me off guard every 

single year. 

 

Actually, if I stop and think about it – most months and years seem to float by. One 

kid starts high school, another begins elementary – and before I know it we are 

choosing colleges and buying cars. 

 

Do you ever feel like your life is a series of schedules and obligations, and that the 

big moments seem to creep up and catch you off guard? 

 

I spent a while on the phone today with one of my oldest and dearest friends. We 

chatted about stress and priorities and trying to keep our life in balance. We talked 

about how there are times when all we seem to do is check boxes off our to-do list 

rather than deepen important relationships. 

 

Sarah Young in her daily devotional Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence writes: “Rest in me, My child. This 

time devoted to Me is meant to be peaceful, not stressful. You don’t have to perform in order to receive My love. I have 

boundless, unconditional love for you. How it grieves Me to see My children working for love: trying harder and hard-

er, yet never feeling good enough to be loved.” 

 

Does it ever seem like we keep trying harder and harder? Maybe it is to succeed at work, maybe it is to care for our 

family, maybe it is to serve those we care about. Are we missing out on great opportunities for friendship and faith be-

cause our focus is diverted by fluff and frivolity? 

 

As we continue our path to the Cross, let us conscientiously consider whether we are resting in God’s presence or run-

ning ourselves ragged. 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD 

turn his face toward you and give you peace.”   Numbers 6:24-26 
 

Sincerely,  

Pastor Alecia 
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at a Glance 

March 4, 11, 18, 25 

9:00 am Sunday  School, 10:00 am Worship Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Elder’s Lenten Book Study 

Classes offered each Sunday, Monday and Tuesday in March 
 

March 1 

6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Fellowship Lounge 
 

March 4 

Board Meeting right after Worship service, Fellowship Lounge 
 

Youth group is March 11 at 7 p.m. We are talking about "Creating our own Space" 

and goals for the group 
 

March 14 from 5 to 8, Children's ministry - Children in grades 1 through 6 will meet, see a 

movie about faith, talk about baptism and belief and share a meal together.  

Friends are welcome 
 

Long Range Planning Meeting, March 21, 7:00 pm 
 

March 25-April 1 

Holy Week. Please see schedule on page 5 
 

March 30, Wedding Rehearsal, March 31, Wedding at the church 

Three Leaves 

Faith 

Hope  

and  

Love 

Save the Date 

Indiana Disciples  

Regional Assembly 

October 5-6, 2018 
 

indianadisciples .org 

Communion Prep and Clean Up 
 

March-Shelly and  

Richey Dickerson 

April-Don and Sherry Denney 

May-Jane Kissane 

June-Gene and Julie Bundy 

 



 3 Prayer Concerns: Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, 

Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Don Norris, Gene West,   David Williams, Virginia Howard and Family, 

Melissa Reidhead and Family, CJ and Leanna Smith, Jarred and Annie Willis, Jim Bell, Corey Button, 

Jacob Gregory, Eleanor Painter, Marcia Groves, Sara Smith, Frank and Regina Weeden, Anna Quigley, 

Dennis Calvino, Wayne Quigley, Wanda West, Jeanie Jones, The Hastings Family, The Family of the 

Rev. Billy Graham 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, 

Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff 

VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, JoAnne 

Privett, Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Ima Coe Wirth 
 

Please help us keep our prayer concern list up to date. Due to limited space, there are times when we 

edit our list. If a name was removed and the person is still in need of our prayers, please contact the 

church office (leave a message if no answer). Phone 765-529-2403 to update or add prayer requests. 

Thank You Notes 
Dear First Christian Church, Thank you so much for the chocolate cov-

ered strawberries. That was so thoughtful of you. I really appreciated 

the Valentine’s card, too. God Bless! Love, LaVaughn Douglas 

 

Dear FCC Friends,  

I told my mother (Violet Wells) that I would thank you for the thought-

ful gift of the Valentine strawberries! She also appreciates all the cards 

from the Elders and others. Communion ministry day makes her hap-

py; she loves to sing the hymns and songs. Thank you all for thinking 

of my Mom! Peace and Love, Sherry Denney 

 

Dear First Christian Church, Thank you for allowing the Indiana Youth 

Council to use this space (Fellowship Lounge), we hope we have left it 

better than we found. There are sodas and coffee creamer in the fridge 

to be donated to FCC New Castle. Thank you, from all of us at the IYC 

 

Thank you (for the Christmas food basket) and may God bless you! 

Janeta, Roger and Braiden Godby 

 

Thank you for the large donation of hats and gloves that you made to 

the Christian Love Help Center. Your help is much appreciated. Thank 

you for partnering with us to help the children in our community. 

Sincerely, The Christian Love Help Center 
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More Thank You Notes 
Thank you for the bowl of strawberries. Thanks for remembering me.  

Evelyn Keith 

 

First Christian,  

Thank you so much for remembering me on Valentine’s Day. The berries are 

delicious.  

Susan Rhoades 

 

Dear First Christian Church,  

Thank you for the Valentine’s goodies. They were delicious. 

Sincerely,  

Kathryn DeVaughn 

 

Thank you so much to all my friends at F.C.C. for the box of hand-dipped 

chocolate strawberries. They were delicious and I appreciated them very 

much. I think it is very nice of you to remember us. 

Betty Yergin 

Youth mission trip is being planned 

by Russ Gross 

Plans are under way for a youth mission trip this June! Youth ag-

es 12 and up are encouraged to join us for five days of fellowship 

and service as we travel to Kenosha, WI, to help out in the com-

munity. Activities will range from assisting the elderly with yard 

work to coordinating activities with at risk children . 

 

The trip is planned for June 24th-29th. In order to secure our 

place in Kenosha, we need to have a headcount of participating youth by March 15th. All 

youth planning to participate are asked to attend a meeting in the Fellowship Lounge af-

ter worship on March 11th. At that time, we will fill out applications and collect a mini-

mal deposit ($25) to secure your place on the team.  
 

If you are unable to attend on the 11th, or if you have any questions, please contact Russ 

Gross at 317-512-6482.  
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday, at the beginning of 10 am Worship service, 

Adults and Children are invited to wave palm fronds to commemorate Jesus’ 

triumphant arrival into Jerusalem.  

Friday, March 30 at Noon: prayer vigil begins in the Chapel. Please sign up to 

pray. There is a sign up book in the Narthex. 

Friday, March 30 at 6:30 pm: Good Friday Service  

Saturday, March 31 at Noon: our prayer vigil ends. 

Sunday, April 1: Easter Sunday Sunday school and Worship service. Please 

bring all of your family and friends! 

Sunday, April 1: Easter egg hunt directly after Worship service on the church 

lawn. We need candy donations! 
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We kicked off our Year of Mission in January with a towel and wash cloth drive for The Chris-

tian Love Help Center, and continued our service focus in February by collecting blankets for 

Church World Service globally and The Guest House Men’s Shelter locally. Check out the 

photos below! 

In March, we are going to help out with the Tuesday meal at the Christian Love Help Center. 

Every week, they feed more than 325 people. First Christian will supply the dessert for their 

meal on Tuesday, March 27. We will need about 30 desserts that feed a minimum of 12 peo-

ple. You can bake them, buy them, order them from a friend – whatever works best for you. A 

sign up sheet will be at the information table beginning March 4.  

Towel and Washcloth Collection for 

The Christian Love Center 

Claudia Jackson headed up our January efforts to col-

lect towels and wash cloths for The Christian Love 

Center’s Shelter House. The home provides shelter for 

homeless women and children with the goal being to 

help them get into housing. Sandy Jones from the center 

spoke during our worship service on January 28 and 

informed us of the needs of the house. Sandy told us 

that we were the only church in the area collecting tow-

els and washcloths for the home and our efforts are 

much appreciated! We collected 75 towels and 230 

washcloths! Thank you for donating! 

Blanket Sunday Held February 25th 
 

Russ Gross spoke each Sunday during Feb-

ruary about the efforts of Church World Ser-

vice to provide blankets to people in areas 

affected by natural disasters, poverty and 

famine.  
 

We’re happy to report that First Christian 

collected enough funds and actual blankets 

to provide 56 blankets to the needy. Of the 

56 blankets, 11 of them went to a local chari-

ty, The Guest House Men’s Shelter, located 

in the old Seventh Grade Building on 14th 

Street 

Claudia Jackson, left. Sandy Jones, right 

Russ Gross 
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Easter Memorial Gifts and Lilies 
The church office is currently collecting Easter Memorial gifts (lily deadline 

Monday, March 19 at 10 am). You may make a monetary memorial donation 

(without ordering a flower) or you may order a tribute Easter lily. Lilies are 

$10.00 each. The flowers will decorate the church on Easter Sunday and you 

may take your flower pot home with you after Worship Service on Easter Sun-

day. Payment must accompany order. Church office: 529-2403. 

 All Memorial Gifts will be acknowledged in the Easter Sunday bulletin. 
Funds donated over the cost of the flowers will go into the Memorial Fund to 

be used for future needs of FCC.  Funds over  FCC’s flower purchase price are 

tax deductible.  

Applications being taken for Hall and Shough Scholarships 

Submission Deadline is April 30th 
Each year up to five scholarships of $500 each can be awarded to select members of First Christian 

Church. The scholarship recipients are chosen by a three-person committee that includes the minister 

and an elder. Previous recipients continuing their education and non-traditional students are wel-

come to apply. An application must be completed by April 30, 2018. You may visit or call the 

church office for an application. Applications are also available on our website: firstchristiannewcas-

tle.org. 

 

Requirements to Apply: 

 

The recipient must be of good character and an active member of First Christian Church with a rec-

ord of regular attendance. If the student is away at school, attendance at a church close to the school 

may be accepted.  

 

The recipient must have been accepted by an accredited institution of higher learning prior to mak-

ing an application for this grant. Funds are paid directly to the school. A tuition bill must submitted 

to the church office.  

Prayer Vigil 
It is a long-standing tradition here at FCC to hold a prayer vigil begin-
ning on Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday. The Elders of our 
church take the lead in organizing and monitoring the vigil during the 
24 hour time period. The word "vigil" comes from the Latin word vigilia 
meaning wakefulness. It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on the 
Lord that our members are being asked to sign up for a time to pray in 
the chapel. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. The time is from 
Noon on Good Friday (March 30) until Noon on Holy Saturday (March 
31). Ask any Elder for details. Our Elders are: Tracey Bell, Don Den-
ney, Claudia Jackson, Jan Lindsey, Amy Madden Buck Quigley,  Vikkie 
Witham, Sherry Denney, Todd Eversole, Debby Weaver, Marty Weav-
er.   



 

Long Range Planning Committee Formed 
 

In January, President of the General Board, Don 

Denney, asked for volunteers interested in serv-

ing on a long range planning committee for FCC. 

Fourteen members answered the call. The long 

range planning committee of First Christian 

Church will meet monthly (except for December 

2018) on the third Wednesday of the month at 

7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Lounge. A report of 

each meeting will be submitted to the General Board at their monthly meetings. The purpose 

of this committee is to analyze and research certain areas of consideration and identify posi-

tive steps that can be implemented to insure sustainability and growth of our congregation. 

The committee plans to work toward creating reasonable goals for the future of First Chris-

tian Church and the team is prayerfully exploring ways where our human initiative and re-

sources can intersect with God’s will to create a vibrant, purposeful future for our church and 

the community we serve. Members of the committee are: Rev. Alecia Gross, Don Denney, 

Sherry Denney, Claudia Jackson, Brian Jackson, Jan Lindsey, Buck Quigley, John Miller, 

Christi Jones, Julie Bundy, Gene Bundy, John Davidson, Tami Eversole and Todd Eversole. 

Each month the team members will be asked to research areas of consideration and submit 

reports. From time to time, they will be surveying members of the congregation for input. 

One such survey is printed below. Survey Questions: 

 

Sometimes due to work and other considerations, people cannot attend church services on 

Sunday morning. If we had an additional service on Sunday evening, would it be more con-

venient for you to attend? Circle Yes or No. 

 

If we had an additional service on a day other than Sunday, would you attend?  

Circle Yes or No. If yes, write a day of the week and a time that you would prefer________. 

 

Would changing the times of Sunday School and Worship service on Sunday be appealing to 

you? If we were to change service times, please circle the time that you would be most likely 

to attend: If you like our current service time, please circle our current time. 

9 am Sunday School, 10 am Worship Service 

9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am Worship Service 

10 am Sunday School, 11 am Worship Service 

 

Circle which style of Worship music is most meaningful to you: traditional, contemporary, a 

blend of both styles. 

 

Please drop this completed survey in the box on the information table in the Narthex or mail 

it to First Christian Church, 2000 Bundy Avenue, New Castle, IN 47362. You do not have to 

write your name on the survey however, please fill out only one survey please. Please feel 

free to write comments pertaining to the questions on your survey before turning it in. Thank 

you! 
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Youth Service Project and Fun Day 

Tuesday, March 27, at 10 a.m., youth and children will meet at church to help deliver 

baked goods to the Christian Love Help Center. We will then venture out to Summit Lake 

State Park for a picnic lunch, a rambling hike and a chance to explore God through nature. 

Chaperones are appreciated. Talk with Pastor Alecia to RSVP. 

Communion Ministry Expands—Volunteers Needed 

Beginning March 4th at 2:00 pm and continuing on 

ODD numbered months of the year, First Christian will 

serve our Lord by ministering to residents of Glen Oaks 

Healthcare facility. Please prayerfully consider  

serving alongside our Pastor and Elders as we will need help to make this a 

meaningful service for the residents and their families. Please call the office, 

sign the sign-up sheet in the Narthex or simply show up at Glen Oaks at  

2:00  p.m. on March 4th. Thank you in advance for your service! 

BAPTISM SUNDAY, 
 

APRIL 8  
DURING 10:00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
Please join us for this Service of Joy as we welcome new 

members, young and old, into the Body of Christ. 
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Keep up with your FCC family!  Check out our website regularly!   

Visit firstchristiannewcastle.org for the latest information. 
 

Join us on Facebook 

We have a Facebook page and a Facebook group. Our group is where 

we share prayer requests, etc. It cannot be seen by the general public, 

you will need to join to see content.  Search for First Christian Church 

(DOC) New Castle, IN 
 

Our Facebook page is public. This is where we share information with 

those looking for a church home.  Please feel free to post information 

on this page that might be of interest to the general public.   

Did you know that we can take credit and debit cards?  Yes, it is true, if you forget your 

checkbook, we can take your donation in the office using our terminal.  It is a convenient 

way to give! 


