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A Letter from Our Stewardship Committee Chairperson
Because of your faithfulness, there is more to First Christian Church than just what
you see on Sunday morning! Some of the ways that we share the Good News with our
community include our monthly nursing home communion ministry; our annual Trunk
or Treat event where we welcome and feed over 700; the yearly Christmas Basket project which brings holiday cheer and sustenance to twenty families who struggle to put food on the table and a variety of
small group studies offering fellowship and educational opportunities for young and old alike.
All of these things are planned and prepared by leadership and staff who are deeply committed to our becoming who it is
God is calling us to be. The ministry and mission of our church take place because of the spiritual and financial gifts our
members and friends choose to offer. These are the resources that fuel our mission; and yes, it does cost real money to
provide these spiritual things!
The decision to give a gift is a choice, but as a follower of Jesus, it really isn’t an option! Based on what we have received,
we are encouraged to give something – out of thanksgiving for what God has done, and as a sign of faithfulness and commitment to be a part of the good things that God is continuing to do in our world. We have the gift of Jesus and we are
invited to respond to what God has given us with generosity of our own.
To make that gift means making a decision to give something away that you might use for something else. To do that may
require choosing to not buy a fancy coffee, or deciding to carry a sack lunch into the office once a week instead of buying
lunch. The amount may seem insignificant, but did you know that gift of just $5 every week can send a young person to
church camp and provide formative faith experiences. Your gift matters – it matters to you as the giver, and to the church
which utilizes it as a resource for mission.
My prayer is that you will be with us during the remaining weeks of our Journey to Generosity, that you are making plans
now to attend church on November 12th and that you will join us for the Thanksgiving meal and entertainment in the
Great Hall right after Worship service. There is joy to be found in practicing generosity and it begins with a simple step of
a commitment to contribute. The gifts we bring make good things happen. Thank you for being a part of it. The chart on
page four can give you an idea of how others practice generosity and hopefully help you find a comfortable starting place
for yourself. Challenge yourself to give in a regular and disciplined way. I promise you won’t regret it.

Blessings,
Todd Eversole
Stewardship Committee Chairperson
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November 5-12-19-26
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
October 29, Stewardship Campaign Begins
October 31, Trunk or Treat, 5:30 until 7:00 p.m.
November 2, Trip to see comedian Chondra Pierce in Anderson
November 5, Board Meeting immediately following Worship Service
November 12, Consecration Day Worship and Thanksgiving Luncheon. Join us!
November 14, Women’s Book Study Begins. See page 5.
December 3, First Sunday of Advent, Hanging of the Greens

Power Point Schedule
November 5, Corbin
November 12, Russ
November 19, Logan
November 26, Pam

Worship Serving Schedule
November 5— TEAM 5
November 12—TEAM 6
November 19—TEAM 7
November 26—TEAM 8

Communion Prep and Clean Up
November-Claudia and Brian Jackson
December-Pam and John Davidson
January 2018-Sherry and Don Denney

Sunday School Schedule
Grades K-3
November 5—Buck
November 12—Jennifer
November 19—Elaine
November 26—Tami
Grades 4-6
November 5—Claudia
November 12—Todd
November 19—Don/Sherry
November 26—Tracey
Grades 7-12
Pam Davidson
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since
as members of one body you were called to peace.
And be thankful. Colossians 3:15

Prayer Concerns: Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, The Family of Claudia Falck, Geoff 3
Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Cindy Furbee, Don Norris, Gene West, Melissa Reidhead and Family, David Malkemus, Buck Quigley, Terry and Su Hartman, Jim Bell, Hannah Lux, The
Family of Mary Ann Whelchel, Wanda Minnick, Brandy Patton and the New Castle
Police Department, Ellen Walker, Tami Eversole, Carroll Chambers, Joe Tompkins,
Mike Smootz, The Family of Zac Bruning
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern:
Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn
DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff
VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty
Yergin, Pat Sibert, Martha Masters, JoAnne Privett, Janice Halphin, Donna Acker

Thank You Notes:

Dear First Christian Family,
I am so humbled to receive your gift certificate to
the Old Spaghetti Factory. It is my all-time favorite restaurant. Russ and I shared a meal together on
his birthday thanks to your kindness. We both
greatly appreciate your thoughtful gesture.
With Love,
Pastor Alecia

Nov Elder Serving Schedule
Nov 5-Cup-Julie
Nov 12-Cup-Vikkie
Nov 19-Cup-Gene
Nov 26-Cup-Buck

Bread-Gene
Bread-Don
Bread-Vikkie
Bread-Amy

Below: In commemoration of Week of the Ministry, Board President, Don Denney, presents to Rev.
Alecia Gross a $100 gift certificate to the Old Spaghetti Factory to thank her for her service.

A Trojan Tradition Continues
Recently, First Christian was the site of
the Distinguished Alumni Luncheon
which was held as part of Homecoming
festivities for New Castle High School.
We decorated our entrance to welcome
the alumni. The luncheon has been held at
FCC for as long as anyone can remember!
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The Stewardship Step Up Chart
The chart below serves as a guide for all of us. Please prayerfully consider where you are on
the Journey to Generosity. Find where you are on the chart, and challenge yourself: This year,
ElizainMadden
can I move up to the next step, giving the church the ability to reach out more
our community, support more people who are in need, spread the Good News and love of God in more
ways?

Sumer Robinson

Thou hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more — a grateful heart;
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if thy blessings had spare days,
But such a heart whose pulse may be thy praise.
—George Herbert

Jacob Gross and Haley Dunn sign the attendance chart during Worship and
Wonder time. Buck Quigley served as
Storyteller
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Sunday, November 12th

Our Stewardship Campaign will end with a wonderful
THANKSGIVING PARTY in the Great Hall!
Join your friends for good food, fun activities and fellowship right after Worship service on Sunday, November 12th. All are invited and
welcome. Bring your family to celebrate Thanksgiving with us.
Women’s Book Study to Begin November 14
by Rev. Alecia Gross
Beginning Nov. 14, we will have a book study on Chonda Pierce's Laughing in
the Dark - a Bible study on the Book of Job. For six weeks, we will meet in the
Fellowship Lounge on Tuesday's from 7 to 8:30 p.m. to talk about grief, loss and
depression. As we gear up for the holidays, this will be a time to talk about how
some celebrations are bittersweet.
On Nov. 2 we will be seeing Chondra live - plan ahead and pick up a copy of her
book then, or order one in time to join us on Nov. 14. You can also place an order
for the book in the church office. Hope to see you then!
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Everyday Saints
Everyday things, relationships with other
people, daily work, love of our family — all
these may breed saints.
Jesus of Nazareth taught us to live every
hour of the day as saints. Every hour of the
day is useful and may lead to divine inspiration, the will of the Father, the prayer of
contemplation — holiness. Every hour of the
day is holy. What matters is to live it as Jesus taught us.
And for this, one does not have to shut oneself in a monastery or fix strange and inhumane [regimens] for one’s life. It is enough
to accept the realities of life. Work is one of
these realities; motherhood, the rearing of
children, family life with all its obligations
are others.
—Carlo Carretto, Letters From the Desert

Special dates
• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2017
 Daylight-Saving Time ends,
November 5, 2017
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2017
• Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017
• Christ the King Sunday, November 26, 2017

We say THANK YOU to
all Veterans that
served our country.
We appreciate your service!

Thanksgiving is a time to share.
A roasted turkey stuffed with care,
potatoes, yams and buttered rolls
are passed around in festive bowls.
But first we thank our God above
and share with others his great love.
The dish served last is always best —
a slice of pie for every guest.
—MaryAnn Sundby
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2017 Advent Activity Calendar
November 26: Children practice Christmas program during the Worship and Wonder hour. Christmas program will be directed by Russ Gross.
Dec. 1: Movie Night at FCC, 6 p.m. Movie is The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Popcorn and Drinks provided, all ages invited and welcome
Dec. 3: First Sunday of Advent. Hanging of the Greens during Worship Service. Christmas Caroling after
Worship with Café Royal meet up afterwards. Come fill your cup by bringing joy to others!
Dec. 8 Parents Night Out/ Children’s Make and Take Craft. Parents can drop their kids off from 6 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. to go Christmas Shopping. Children will make crafts with volunteers and learn Christmas songs.
Volunteers needed!
Dec. 9: Christmas Party for adults, children and youth-in other words, EVERYONE! Gibson Arena. 2:00 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Snacks, Drinks and Skating
Dec. 10: Second Sunday of Advent. Children’s Christmas program practice during Worship and Wonder time.
Dec 15: Wedding rehearsal at church, 5:00 p.m.
Dec 16: Wedding at the church, church in use all day.
Dec. 17: Christmas Basket Packing
Dec. 17: Third Sunday of Advent. Children’s Christmas program practice during Worship and Wonder time.
Dec 18: Christmas basket distribution
Dec. 21: Longest Night Service at 6:00 p.m. for those struggling with grief during the holiday season
Dec. 22: Christmas Lights Tour (hopefully) using the church bus. Meet at the church at 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 24: Fourth Sunday of Advent. Children’s Program during Worship Service. Children dress and practice
during the Sunday school hour.
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service with Candlelight, 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 6 Epiphany Community Bonfire here at FCC, 5:30 p.m. Hot chocolate and snacks provided
What Is Advent?
For many Christians unfamiliar with the liturgical year, there may be some confusion surrounding the meaning of the Advent season. Some people may know that the Advent season focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to Christmas. This is part of the story, but there’s more to Advent. The word
“Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a translation of the Greek word parousia.
Scholars believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the January feast of Epiphany, the celebration of God’s incarnation represented by the visit of the
Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to
prepare for this celebration; originally, there was little connection between Advent and Christmas. By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first
coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas. Today, the season of Advent
lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. At that time, the new Christian year begins with the twelve-day celebration
of Christmastide, which lasts from Christmas Eve until Epiphany on January 6. (Advent begins on the Sunday that falls
between November 27th and December 3rd each year.)
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Pastor Alecia Gross Announces Topics for Upcoming Adult Sunday School Class
The Adult Sunday School Class (also known as Pastor’s Bible Study) meets each Sunday in the Keystone
Lookout Conference room located in the Main Hallway. All adults are welcome and encouraged to participate
in this educational opportunity. Upcoming study topics include the following:
Oct. 29 Matt 22:1-14
Nov. 5 Matt 22:15-22
Nov. 12 Matt 22:34-46
Nov. 19 Lessons from a Sheepdog Part 1
Nov. 26 Lessons from a Sheepdog Part 2
Dec. 3 Underwraps - The Gift We Never Expected: God is Expectant
Dec. 10 Underwraps - The Gift We Never Expected: God is Dangerous
Dec. 17 Underwraps - The Gift We Never Expected: God is Jealous
Dec. 24 Underwraps - The Gift We Never Expected: God is Faithful

Youth Sunday School Classes Realigned to Better Serve Our Children
Youth Sunday School classes meet downstairs from 9:00 a.m. until approximately 9:45 a.m. Please bring
your child to Sunday School; many valuable lessons are learned and friendships formed each week!
Available classes are as follows:
Kindergarten through Grade Three
Grades Four through Six
Seventh Grade through Twelfth Grade

Calling All Seventh Through Twelfth Grade Students
Sunday School teacher, Pam Davidson, is sending a special invitation to all older Youth!
Youth Sunday School class meets each Sunday in the Youth Room (by the Great Hall). Please come!
Allison Nash Named Moderator of Indiana Youth Council (DOC)
High school senior, Allison Nash, daughter of our own Reverend Alecia, has
served on the Indiana Youth Council since her sophomore year. But at the most
recent meeting, Nash was voted Moderator of the group. “Indiana Youth Council (IYC) has a few main jobs,” she said. “We plan Youth Assembly, and make
decisions on Youth events in Indiana.” Nash will serve as Moderator until
March, at the 2018 Youth Assembly. “Essentially, I’m the boss.” Nash jested.
“In actuality, I lead meetings, and serve on a couple of extra committees.” Nash
decided to join the Council because of her eagerness to lead and faith in the
Disciples of Christ denomination. If you’d like to talk to Allison about attending Youth Assembly or joining
IYC, she can be reached at allimnashsmile@gmail.com
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Scenes from Our Congregational Life
Right
Top : Gabriella Madden enjoys making a craft in
Sunday School
Middle: Rev. Alecia Gross talks with our youngsters about walking on water during a recent Children’s sermon.
Bottom: L to R, Carter Dickerson, Richey Dickerson, Chase Davis and Jan Lindsey served as Deacons on October 22, 2017

Above:
Elaine Hinton recently had her hands full in the
Nursery entertaining Alliana, Isaac and Olivia.
Each Sunday, our Nursery is full of wonderful children learning social skills and having fun!
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Lord, Hear Our Prayer~Our Peace Prayers
To commemorate International Day of Peace, many members shared prayers. The prayers were gathered together and taken to the communion table. Here are a some of our prayers for peace:

Peace for upheaval within families
May my actions be peaceful actions
World peace and inner peace
Peace and justice for people with no insurance
Peace for America
Peace over the world which is a lot to ask for but nothing is impossible
I pray for the people of North Korea
Peace in our hearts, our homes and our world
Praying for peace as we struggle with family discord, for our community
and peace among all nations
Peace for families
All need individual peace within their hearts
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