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Reverent Reflections by Rev. Alecia Gross 

 

“Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your 

voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!" 

Isaiah 40:9 
 

Welcome 2018!  

This new year brings with it new possibilities and new opportunities 

for us to herald the good news that we believe. Last year, as my 

family and I began our ministry with you – the question kept creep-

ing up in conversations – What is our mission? As First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) in New Castle, Indiana where do we 

sense God calling us to lift up the lowly and offer a word of hope? 

 

In response to this question, we met multiple times to talk about our 

vision and values – who are we, what do we do well, what are our 

strengths, and what unique gifts can we bring to our community? I’m not sure that any of these 

conversations led to definitive answers, but the consensus was clear – we as a congregation are 

yearning to get outside of our four walls and step out in faith to see where God leads us. 

 

With that in mind, 2018 will be our Year of Mission. We will intentionally engage in a Mission of 

the Month each month during the year to explore our passions, discern where there may be unmet 

needs around us, and devise a long-range plan to guide us through the coming years.  

 

This is an exciting time to be part of the church! We will organize a youth mission trip in June, 

collect shoes for those who desperately need them, help out at homeless shelters, and much more. 

A schedule of our monthly mission projects is inside this newsletter on page 8. 

 

At our front and back door leading in to the church there are hand made signs lovingly created by 

Jim Acker that proclaim, “You are now going out into the mission field.” During 2018, we will 

strive to make this a statement that reflects all we do and say. I can’t wait to see where this Year 

of Mission takes us! 
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January 2018 Calendar 
 

January 7-14-21-28 

Sunday School/Coffee Hour, 9 am 

Worship Service, 10 am 

****************************************************************************************************** 

January 4, Women’s Coffee Talk , Fellowship Lounge, 6:00-7:00 pm. 

January 7, Board Meeting after Worship Service.  Please attend. 

January 14, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Observance at  

The Place 205 S 21st St., New Castle. 5 pm Meal, 6-8 pm service. 

January 21, Installation of Board Officers, Team Chairpersons and Elders 

during the Worship Service.  

January 21, Elder’s Meeting after Worship Service 

January 21, Ice Skating Party! See page 6 for details. 

January 28, Youth Trip to Perfect North Slopes. See Page 6 for details. 

**************************************************************** 

 
Thank You Notes 

Friends,  
I would like to thank FCC for the generous gift at Christmas. It is a joy and privilege to 
serve this loving congregation and I look forward to a great 2018.  
Marty Weaver 
 
Dear Congregation,  
I know if she could, my mother, Violet Wells, would give each one of you a big hug for 
the beautiful fruit and candy basket that you gave her for Christmas! She also appreci-
ated the cards. This kindness certainly brightened her day!  She is very appreciative 
for the monthly Communion Ministry; she loves the fellowship and singing. Thank you 
all! 
Sincerely,  
Sherry Denney 
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More Thank You Notes 
 

Thank you to the congregation for the generous Christmas gift. 
John Davidson 
 
Thank you for the generous help this Christmas season. God Bless You! 
The Walkers 
 
To All at FCC,  
Thank you so much for remembering me at Christmas!  It is such a joy to work here at 
2000 Bundy Avenue. I am blessed to serve the Lord alongside this wonderful congrega-
tion.  Thank you again!  Peace and love to you all, Sherry Denney 
 
The church has been very thoughtful in their concern for the “seniors” who are home-
bound and unable to visit or attend church. I wish all of you a grand and wonderful holi-
day with family and friends. Thanks to all of you—the staff, congregation and especially 
thanks to those who delivered packages and came to call.  
Dee Benson 
 
Dear First Christian Church,  
Thank you so much for the Christmas box of goodies. I got into the chocolate kisses 
right away. I also want to thank you for all the wonderful birthday cards in November. I 
wish you all a blessed Christmas.  
Love, LaVaughn Douglas 
 
Thank you for your generosity and help this Christmas. 
Mary Ann McGuire 
 
Dear First Christian Church,  
Thank you for the box of goodies. I enjoyed it very much. 
Kathryn DeVaughn 
 
Thank you for the goodies. Most thoughtful and kind. Have a Merry Christmas. 
In God We Trust,  
Norma Doyle 
 
Dear Friends,  
Your thoughtful gift at Christmas was greatly appreciated. Our family feels very blessed 
to be a part of your ministry.  
Love to all,  
Pastor Alecia 
 
Thank you for your gift to the working poor of our community.  
God Bless you and yours,  
Steve Slocomb, God’s Grain Bin Food Pantry  
  
Dear First Christian Church Family,  
Thank you so much for the candy box and all the cards that you send to us!  We appre-
ciate them all! 
Jesse and Margaret Adams. 
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“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” 

                                                                               Psalm 147:3 

Prayer Concerns: Craig Bailey, Claudia Jackson, Dondena Boatman, Geoff Hoodle-

brink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Don Norris, Gene 

West, Terry and Su Hartman, Jim Bell, Hannah Lux, Joe Tompkins, Mike Smootz, 

Carroll Chambers, Tracey Ogle and Family, Shelly Dickerson, The Family and Friends 

of Donna Acker, Connie Quigley, The Tichenor Family, David Williams, The Family 

and Friends of Martha Masters, The Catron Family, The Stout Family 

  

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: Margaret Adams, Iris Alexander, Joy 

Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjo-

rie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, 

Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, JoAnne Privett, 

Janice Halphin, Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman 

 

With Deepest Sympathy 
 

Our prayers are with the family of Donna J. Acker. Donna passed away 

on December 15, 2017. She was born in Bedford, Indiana to Samuel 

and Dorothy Hall on December 25, 1924. She is survived by her hus-

band of 63 years, Jim Acker, her daughter, Carol (Roger) Inman, two 

granddaughters, four grandsons, nine great grandchildren and one 

great-great grandchild. Donna was an active member of First Christian 

Church and served on many, many committees. She was a faithful 

member of the BYKOTA Sunday school class.  She will be greatly 

missed. 

 

Martha Ann Masters, age 85, New Castle resident passed away Friday 

December 22, 2017. She was born September 18, 1922 in New Castle, 

Indiana, a Daughter of the late William E. and Lemmie Franklin Jenkins. 

She was a 1951 graduate of New Castle High School and attended First 

Christian Church She was retired from Dana Corporation after 30 years 

of service.  Left to cherish here loving memory include: two Children: 

Dick (Connie) Masters and Jara (Dave) Minnick,  Many grandchildren 

and nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by: her Husband, 

Richard Masters. 
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Thanks to the generosity of FCC’s congregation, twenty-one 

families in need had a brighter 2017 Christmas season. Christ-

mas food baskets were distributed on December 18th. Each bas-

ket contained Christmas dinner (a ham, corn, green beans, 

mashed potatoes, stuffing mix, corn muffin mix and a cake mix 

with frosting) and food for three days. Besides the Christmas 

dinner items, each basket contained a dozen eggs, two loaves of 

bread, cheese, soup, fruit, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, dry 

beans, flour, sugar, cereal, a pound of smoked sausage, a gallon 

of milk, a pound of margarine, boxed dinner mix, ground beef, 

Christmas candy, peanut butter, canned vegetables and other 

food items. Donors also contributed diapers as needed, dish-

washing liquid and hygiene items for the families. Volunteers 

also created and delivered 25 beautiful fruit and candy baskets 

to FCC’s shut-in members.  The Evangelism Team fundraises 

throughout the year for this outreach project; the team sells soft 

drinks year-round out of the Fellowship Lounge kitchenette re-

frigerator and runs a food concession at the fall car show. The 

team is also very grateful to each person that dropped a check 

in the offering plate or sent a check in the mail. Your donations 

make this outreach possible.   Thank you to Todd Eversole of 

Ace Hardware for donating our packing bags!  

CHRISTMAS BASKET PROJECT REPORT 
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Mitten Tree Project Update 
 

Chairperson, Elaine Hinton, reports that she took 20 pairs of gloves/mittens, 10 pairs of socks, 2 

hat and glove sets and 17 scarves to The Christian Love Center before Christmas. Thank you all 

for your donations! With this  below zero weather, these donations most likely made a huge differ-

ence! 

Winter Adventures for Children, 

Youth and Families 

Feeling cooped up? Ready to get out 

and try something new – or maybe 

rediscover a favorite activity? 

During January, we are going to 

shake our wintertime blahs away 

with some cold weather fun. 

January 21 – after the elders 

meeting and a lunch of hot dogs and 

warm soup, we will venture to Fish-

ers to go Ice Skating at the Fuel 

Tank. If we can gather a group of 

20 or more – skate rental will be 

free. Otherwise, skating is $9 each and skate rental is $3 per person. Skate times are 

from 1 to 3. 

During January we are collecting towels and washcloths for those in need. If you are 

18 and under and bring 10 towels or 20 washcloths – your skating admission will be 

free! 

All ages and abilities are welcome. Please let Pastor Alecia know by Jan. 19 if you 

can join us. 

Then, on January 28 our youth will head to the slopes for a snowtubing adventure 

at Perfect North Slopes. 

Anyone in grades 7 to 12 (and their adult companion) is welcome to join us for a 

day on the snow. We will have a chili and PBJ lunch after church and then drive to 

Lawrenceburg. 

Cost is $20 per person, but . . . those FCC youth who donate 15 towels or 25 wash-

cloths to our Mission of the Month will get in free. Please let Pastor Alecia know by 

Jan 26 if you can join us. 
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Christmas Tree Bonfire to be Held Saturday, January 6th 

Make plans to attend our 12th Night Celebration on Saturday, January 

6th. To celebrate the beginning of Epiphany and the ending of the 

Christmas season, we are inviting the community of New Castle to join 

us in a Christmas tree bonfire. We will be burning live Christmas trees 

and sharing refreshments. Christmas trees may be brought to 2000 

Bundy Avenue any time after Christmas day and placed in the designat-

ed drop off area. Or, call our Church Office at 765-529-2403 to have 

your live Christmas tree picked up. Come and join us for an evening of 

fun and community fellowship. Please bring a friend!  

YEAR OF MISSION: Evangelism Team Sponsors January  

Towel and Wash Cloth Drive for the Christian Love Center  

 
Evangelism Team Chair, Claudia Jackson, announced that the Evangelism team 

will be collecting new and very gently-used towels and washcloths for the 

Christian Love Center’s shelter house. Families in crisis stay in the house for 

short periods of time. When they leave the house, they often take the towels and 

wash cloths used during their stay with them to their new lodgings. This prac-

tice means that replacements are needed on a frequent basis.  This is the fourth 

year for this collection project and the team hopes to have a successful collec-

tion. There will be a collection bin in the Narthex. 

Governor Davis 

Thank you to the French family for partici-

pating in our Christmas Eve, six pm service, 

living nativity. It is always so special to have 

a real baby portray baby Jesus! Dara Evans 

(Mary) is a long-time member of our con-

gregation. During her youth, Dara was very 

active in our congregation and she loves to 

come back to FCC when she is here in town. 

She currently is employed in the Residential 

Life Collegium department at Brea College. 

She and her husband, Kyle (Joseph) have 

three young sons: Sawyer, Atticus and 

Zebulon. Zebulon portrayed baby Jesus and 

did a wonderful job!  
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Eliza Madden 

Mission of the Month Schedule 
We encourage you to get involved in 2018! Talk with Russ Gross, our Mission Team Leader, about 

making a difference in our community and the world! Russ would love to hear from you. His phone 

number is 317-512-6482 and his e-mail address is russgross70@gmail.com. You can also drop him a 

note in the offering plate.  

 

January: Towel and Washcloth collection for 

The Christian Love Center Shelterhouse 
 

February: Blanket Sunday for Church World Service  
 

March: The Christian Love Center 
 

April: Habitat for Humanity 
 

May: The Salvation Army 
 

June: Youth Mission Trip 
 

July: The Guest House  
 

August: Walk For Life, The Pregnancy Care Center 
 

September: Changing Footprints (www.changingfootprints.org) 
 

October: Bread for The World 
 

November: God’s Grain Bin 
 

December: FCC’s Christmas Basket Project 

 



Report: A Christmas Gift  

To First Christian Church 
This was the third year that a Christmas tree was placed in 

the Fellowship Lounge to offer members an opportunity to 

give a Christmas gift to FCC. There was also a Christmas 

Offering envelope among our giving envelopes. The total 

amount collected through mail in donations and donations 

put in the offering plate was $250.00. Thank you to all 

who were able to donate. The money goes in the General 

Fund to pay expenses and counts toward the Faith Fund 

line in the income budget.  

 
2018 Board Officers 

Board Chair:  Don Denney 

Board Vice Chair:  Brian Jackson 

Board Treasurer: John Miller 

Board Secretary:  Sherry Denney 

2018 Trustees 

John Cleveland-Emeritus 

Brian Jackson-Emeritus 

Warner Heckley-off at the end of 2018 

John Miller-off at the end of 2019 

Todd Eversole-off at the end of 2019 

Don Denney-off at the end of 2019 

 
 

2017 Team Chairs 

Christian Ed: Jennifer Hood 

Youth-Allison Renner 

Evangelism Team:  Claudia Jackson 

Family Team:  Shelly  

and Richey Dickerson 

Mission Team: Russ Gross 

Stewardship Team: Todd Eversole 

Prop/Grounds Team: George Caldwell 

Personnel:  Brian Jackson 

Elders:  Buck Quigley 

Culinary:  Sherry Denney 

Membership: Susan Caldwell 

2018 Elders 

Buck Quigley-off at the end of 2018 

Claudia Jackson-off at the end of 2018 

Don Denney-off at the end of 2018 

Tracey Bell-off at the end of 2018 

Amy Madden-off at the end of 2018 

Jan Lindsey-off at the end of 2018 

Marty Weaver-off at the end of 2019 

Debby Weaver-off at the end of 2019 

Tami Eversole-off at the end of 2019 

Todd Eversole-off at the end of 2019 

Sherry Denney-off at the end of 2019 

 Notice:  

 

Installation of 2018 Officers, Team Chairs and Elders will take place 

during the Worship service on January 21, 2018. Please plan to attend.  
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

The Church Office would be happy to review your 

2017 contributions with you at anytime. Please pick up 

your 2017 Contribution Statement in the Narthex 

when they become available. Statements will be 

mailed as soon as possible to all members and friends 

that are unable to attend or live out of town. Thank 

you for supporting the ministries of First Christian 

Church and the Disciples of Christ denomination. Of-

fering envelopes are available in the Narthex for any-

one interested. If you don’t see your name on a box of 

offering envelopes, please check with Sherry.  We 

have plenty of boxes available in the office. 


